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case clearly. The n eed of the living · for 
new organs may trespass on the r ights of 
the dead to revive . . I, A Ch f s . ' 

I s :r. : I a~A :r~'l~y~re~~·;e1 t~n; Mr Andrew The th ree-part documenta y '.A Change 
of Sez combined all of last week's · obses
sion with doctors, surgery, provo ation and 
situa tion. Last week, George Roberts, a 
rnarrie·d father cf t wo child r en·, dee· ded 
h e wan ted t o become a woman in fron t of 
the earner s. He pulled them in to wa ch 

Juiia _,rant i n ' A Change o.f Se:r; ' 

j 
I 

.h im dr essi:lg u p in d r ag and _being dre sed II 
owrr by his_ He:ilth Se rvi.c~ p~yc~ia~risL. lt 

was not enough. The exmb1t1omst m him 
made h im t hink t li at the n ation might care ! 
abou t his breast t ransplants and the meta
morphosis or h is n ether p art:;_ In t heir ! 
wisdom , t he producers of t h e _ program . es 
decided to subsidise this private obsess·on 
and in flict nearly three h ours of spurious 
banality on us. 

S!nclair found the sa :!l of Julia Gra nt ted i
c u,; ly commonplace (T el e ':isl~n r e\·iew, '!HZ 

i U::<n;~;s R, 23 October) . O.i' that miscel! ar.eous. 
I 

category loosely !abe:: -;:cl • transsexual ', tho5e 
of us who are--to t:;e his own wo rds- ' as I 
borb.;,: and orcli r.ar::· ::i5 the rr. <:n or v.-oman 1 

I' 

next door ', and p ro ud of being so, migh t h ave 
been for given fo r L:-::ring_ t:1at A Chcnge of I 
S ex- vou!d se em jus t a li ttle gat,ish , what with 
its gay disco, drag ae:t, theat rical costumeric, 
e~ I 

Indeed, my wn · c riticism of the trilogy I 
wou d have b een p reci ; eJ:-· what it ;v a 5 of th e 
original ' trailer ' last yea r, namely, that it was 1 

ill-concei - d as a d cumentary, badly edi t ed \ 
and over- ·diant n t ricks. of ' p .. r agraphing ~ 1 

like the nauseous dr<:g ct whic ·ept comin g i 
up 11 e a adly i_,esced meal. _ 1 

Pres mabiy the inten t·o behind the h ie : 
exe ci3e 11as ot, in t h rst instance at least, 'I 
to enter a·n- though that is s arc .ly an ~xcuse 
for being tedious- bu t to replace an ·mage of 
monstr osi t_ in the p ub ·c mind, ' ic Un· 
doubtedly exis ts, b y a · ac tual imag of mere 
humanness, • n d th u.s h elp to m ·e ~ra ns· 
e:ruals' d ay.to-day ea!iug · with tb.e ·es t. of _ 

humanity a little m or e tol <>rable f or otb. 'Io _ 
_ t he ~xtent th t it succeeded in t at objective 
it would u ely ave served a us !ul purpose 
in t \e e es of all but os determined to 
h ang ou to heir prej ~dices, come what may. I 
am amazed at the conceit of Mr Sin lair in 
thinking hat such a modes t objective might 
be b e .. ath his atten tion. But h is insistence 

n t he male gender through out the r eview' 
maci:es it clear enough where h is own prejudices I 
lie. - I 

· I would agree with him, howe ·er , t -
. extent that the progra ::rl:nes failed i 1 th eir o !

1 objecti\·e by being bad docu me ntaries of e·r 
kind, I think the whole ~lOif'J wcml h a ve j' 

m ade possibly one good rogramme wit • e i -
i .g. It certainly r.eeded some dis assio at I 
discu::;sion t t'.l ~ b ~,,in . ing or t he n d. 

I cannot but agree -;vi th 1!.r Si .clair a1.so i n 
one other· ·par ·cular-- .his eft h araCte ·sation 

. of foe psychiat rist. Bu~ hen one 1ardl n eeds 
t o gild the lily. The point was self-evid ent, 
thank God! The rog:aI:?, es i a service to 
transsexu:iis, in that r ::s e t at least. 

Judit Pinnington 
ndon S\Y1 ?. 

Y s, George was sho'i't-n as boring a!1d 
ordinary as the mah or woman next door. 
Changing his sex seemed as exciting as 
changi g h is addr ess: His trip with his 
l'vliddle E.is t ern boyfriend to Brigh ton w as 
as thrilling as a w et Sunday on pebble 
beach with the ,n eighbours. And n obody 
could h a ;e b een more hypocritically mag· 
ister ia than he unseen psychiat rist, 
thu n e r ing f om behind the cam rn, : You 
cannot buy m - opLl"lion ! ' Of course not, if . 
he was being r e or ed. Aiter ·t hree epi, 
sodes of .4. hange o~ Sex, I remembered 
George S r. der 's r emark in A ll About Eve, ' 
' You mak e t he min u tes fly Hk ours.' · 
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