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KYHBERLEIGH'S CLIPBOARD 

A TOTAL LACK OF SUPPORT 

As much as I hate to start this column with a negative 
no'te, I must admit that the next-to-last parag;raph of 
my July column turned out to be op'timism of the highest 
caliber. As it happened, I was the only person from 
the Los Angeles area who traveled to Lompoc to attend 
the BBQ that Jave and Carolyn hostessed for us on June 
23. However, we did have attendees from even farther 
awav than Los Angeles, including a delegtaion from RGA 
in San Jose. and one sister <not dressed due to 
circumstances) and her wife who live in San Diego 
County! To all those who told me Lompoc was "too far 
to drive", let me say that you missed a good feed and 
that it is sad that you could not reciprocate the 
friendship that Jaye and Carolyn have shown by driving 
down to our area to be with us on numerous occasions. 
The good news is that Jaye and Sydra from Goleta will 
be joining forces with Lisa in Santa Barbara to plan 
more get-togethers for our Central Coast sisters. And 
when BBQ time rolls around next sum:mer, I hope that we 
in Southern California will show stronger support for 
"Valley Girls North". 

Meanwhile, we move forward with our activities here in 
L.A.: August 25 will be our "Too Good For Goodwill" 
party at Ayme Michaels, where you can bring all the 
clothes, shoes, and accessories that have been hanging 
in your closet, unworn, for too long. Trade with each 
other, make cash deals, whatever ... ! The evening will 
also include a presentation by Kathy of Katherine's 
Kreations on custom-made clothes and alterations. Call 
<818) 347-2206 or the "Cross-Talk" hotline to RSVP. 

###lllftl 

I am certain word has leaked out by now regarding some 
friction at last month's Tri-Ess Alpha meeting. 
Without making dirty laundry public, I would personally 
like to reassure those who are st ill hurt from past 
leadership of Alpha that I will be maintaining a 
personal relationship with the Chapter in my capacity 
as a member of the Tri-Ess Board of Directors, and I 
have Virginia's personal assurance that she will not 
attend Alpha meetings so long as I am monitoring t heir 
progress. I join interim leaders Sharon and Janyne in 
inviting any and all past members to whatever future 
meeting date fits your schedule, so that we can 
continue to heal old wounds. 

#tl#tllftl 

A few notes about "Cross-Talk"s auxiliary publications: 
There is a notice elsewhere in these pages regarding a 
retooling of the "Yellow Pages". Please read it if 
your subscription has included this resource guide, and 
call me if you have any questions. 
"Best of Cross-Talk Volume 1" has been delayed due to 
continuing problems wit h the scanner in Napa. Again, 
if you have ordered it , you will receive it as soon as 
it is published. 

####ti# 

I am now living full-time as Kymberleigh, so if you 
have cause to send me a check for something, please be 
certain to use the correct name so that t he bank isn't 
driven crazier than this whole lifestyle of mine has 
caused them to be already! 
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<"Update") -- Two male transvestites were fatally shot 
along Highway 78 about two miles east of the San Diego 
Wild Animal Park sometime early June 12. 
Rafael Sanchez-Ayala, 25, who went by the name 
"Blanca", was still alive and walking when people first 
saw him about 2 a.m. Later, he was spotted by a park 
ranger who called police. Paramedics found him semi
conscious and transported him to medical facilities in 
Escondido, where he died t hat afternoon of a gunshot 
wound to the head. 
A second victim was discovered, already dead of a 
gunshot wound, by a truck driver at about 6 a.m. The 
second victim hs not been identified. 
San Diego Police are conducting a search for persons 
with information leading to the identity of the second 
victim, or having any information about the killings. 
A spokesperson said Sanchez-Ayala had addresses in 
Tijuana, San Diego, Escondido, and Oceanside. 

PLAYING 
by Lauren Hanson 
<from "Femme Xirror" l 

I T SA F £ 

A very frightening experience just happened. I was 
sitting in my ground floor room, all dolled up and 
reading a book. The window was open; the blinds were 
closed. <I may be daring, but I'm not foolhardy.) l 
heard a noise at the window. Naturally, I looked over 
toward the window. I saw one of the lower slats was 
caught on the one just above it. This is a typical 
occurrence when the blinds are raised and lowered, 
However, these blinds are always lowered and closed. 
keep them as opaque as I can get them on this 
particular window. This added up to an obvious 
conclusion: Someone was watching me through the window! 
Xy heart jumped from idle speed into' at least 
overdrive. My breathing went right with it. forced 
myself to stay calm and went righ't on reading. l was 
much t oo scared to shriek at the peeper: "Go Away!" or 
to get up and go close the window and t he blind. 
Eventually a person came by and didn't say anything 
about strange people who peep into other's windows. A 
passing car's lights illuminated the window. No one 
was visible, there was no shadow. Finally, I got up, 
turned off the light, and walked to the window. As I 
turned, I could see the shadow of someone walking away 
from my window! 
The point is: What would a typical female have done? 
Would she have screamed and kept screaming until 
someone called the police? Would she have locked 
herself in the bedroom until daylight? Would she have 
yanked up the shade and confronted the peeper? Would 
she have opened the window in the first place? 
Most of us don't realize the dangers into which we put 
ourselves because we are accustomed to the protection 
being male gives us. There are male rape victims, yes. 
However, I would be willing to bet my computer female 
victims outnumber males at least three to one. I have 
read stories about TV's being physically assaulted in 
public and escaping rape or worse because of the 
increased ability to fight being male provided them. 
can remember walking from a club to my car at 2AX 
during Fantasy Fair, with a femme friend, in the dark, 
and along a little used road. To a female, doing 
something like that sort would be an unacceptable risk, 
especially if she had no male escort . Neither of us 
thought anything about it, however. I doubt many of us 
have even thought about the possibilities of assault, 
rape, or serious injury ... to say nothing of murder 
... when the criminal doesn't get what he expects to 
get! 
The root cause of this carelessness, as with so many 
other world ills, is the male Macho stereotype we 
absorbed during early childhood. While girls could 
admit to b�ing targets of such crimes, and in doing so, 
deal with the fact in a rational and safe manner, t hose 
of us with exterior plumbing never seem to realize it 
is just as easy for us to be victims as well. This is 
especially true when we are dressed as the "weaker" 
sex. The normal safet y evaluation process many females 

(CONTINUED, PAGE 14 )  



THE 6·00 

HIGH HEELS TRIP UP ATTACKER 

<"Weekly World News") -- A fleeing slasher was nabbed 
by pursuing cops when he tripped on his high-heeled 
shoes. 27-year-old Dwayne Hassell was all dolled up in 
women's clothing when he slashed anothe_r man on a 
street in Springfield, Massachusetts. 
Two nearby cops gave chase when Hassell took flight, 
catching him a few blocks away when he stumbled in his 
high heels. The crossdressing attacker was sentenced 
to 5 to 10 years on charges of assault and battery with 
a dangerous weapon. 

PARTON'S LIHO DRIVER WAS A GIRL 

<"Star"' -- Country music star D9l ly Parton is being 
chauffered around Holl ywood by a 300-pound transsexual 
who had an operation eight years ago to change from a 
woman !.n.to a man. 
44-vear-old Jason <n�e Susan Ann> Pirro says the buxom 
blonde s.inger sh�res his "secret" and got to knnw her a 
few :rears ago when she was in Southern California 
!requentlv taping her short-1ived TV variety show. He 
says Dollv asks for him by name when she's in town. 
For her part, Parton says she finds nothing wrong with 
trans�endered behavior. and admits, "If I were a man, 
I'd b; a drag queen. I enjoy being a trashy dresser 
and I love gaudy things." 
Pirro had the sex-change operation a fter she consulted 
a doctor about a sever� weight problem and tests showed 
she had :nore male hormones than female. 

KENNY ROGERS DEVELOPING BREASTS 

<"Star") -- Country music star Kenny Rogers' breasts 
are becoming fuller as an after-effect of liposuction 
to remove unwanted weight. 
Dr. Norman Martin, who performed the fat cell removal 
procedures on Rogers three years ago, says that weight 
added after the procedure settles in "areas of fat 
cells that are thin, like the chest. " Martin also says 
that about 6 to 8 percent of women get fuller breasts 
after l iposuction: "In men it's rare, but it can 
happen. " 
In an attempt to reduce the after-effects, Rogers has 
changed bis diet to include large quantities of high 
protein milkshakes to build muscle bulk instead of fat. 

.}IEW ! .}IEW ! 
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T . U NEWS 

SEX-CHANGE JOCKEY 

<"Sun") -- A former jockey will be galloping down the 
aisle soon now that surgery has changed him into a 
happy filly. Kevan Leason, whose successful career as 
one of England's premier Jockeys included more than 300 
wins, has already had sex reassignment surgerY, and is 
now undergoing el ectrolysis and awaiting an operation 
to remove her Adam's apple so her voice will be higher. 

Leason. who now uses the first name Karen, savs she 
feels "as though r' ve always been a woman", and was -+:he 
butt of many Jokes on the race course while still a 
man. 
At 5-foot-3 and 110 pounds·, she is already smaller than 
her f ianc�, 35-year-old di vorc�e Malcolm Slater, who 
looks forward to the voice operation clearing up the 
remaining difficulty in their relationship: "Karen's 
OK until she opens her mouth and talks like -" man. " 
However, the prospective groom talks eagerly about the 
couple going to Greece to marry. 

BOSS TELLS SECRETARY TO HAVE SRS 

<"Sun" J -- A sexist supervisor in London told his very 
pregnant secretary that in order to keep her Job she 
had to abort the baby and undergo a sex· change 
operation. 
Eric Chapin. who also told a mailroom clerk her gender 
was the only thing keeping her from advancement, is now 
facing court action from Britain's Equal Opportunities 
Commission. Says his secretary, Pamela Brown, "I'm 
very happy being a woman . , , I don't think my husband 
would like being married to a man." Echoes co-worker 
Beverly Hinton: "It's not a man's world anymore and 
Mr. Chapin must be made aware of that fact. " 

THE REAL "AFRICAN QUEEN"S 

<"Star") -- 'iben young men in the 'iodaabe tribe of 
northern Africa want to impress the young maidens of 
the tribe, they dress up ... like women. 
The old and honored tradition, the origin of which is 
lost in tribal history, calls for young warriors to 
dress in peacock finery, bedeck themselves with 
jewelry, and makeover their faces with colorful paints, 
before engaging in an elaborate ritual of pantomime, 
eye-rolling, and grinning .. . all to catch the 
attention of the tribal beauties who tickle their 
fancy 
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A feder a l  appeals court ln Chicago has uphe ld a rural 
co=un i t y ' s decision to bar police from wea ring ear 
studs, even when of f duty . I n  i ts ru l ing, the court 
f ound that t he practice caused " an adverse impact on 
pol ice disc i pline , esprit de corps and un i f ormi ty" i n  
t he 3 , 0 0 0  po pulation town of  Pen t one , 45  miles south o !  
Chicag o .  The o f ficers ca l l ed t he studs ' ' fashiona bl e" ; 
t he court c ited " pu b l ic d i ssat i sf a c t ion" , noting t hat 
e ven one of t he o f ficers ' wives comp l ained a bout t he 
e a r r i ngs . ( ' ' TJpda t e " ) 

* * * * * *  
Quote of t he Mont h :  " I d i d  my share of Tennessee 
Wi lliams plays , and I never had any f un doing any o f  
h i s  guvs . I l ove h i s  women. Though nobody wou ld ever 
let me pla y any of h i s  women . " Tom Se l l eck, 
ta l k i ng about the  s t art of his career . \ " L . A .  Times" > 

* * * * * *  
D o  b l ondes rea l l y have more fun? Brunettes seem to 
think so. A national survey reported by " Glamour" 
magaz ine found that of natural brunettes who colored 
their hair , 4 2 %  c hose a blonde shade, whi le nearly 7 0 %  
of brunettes w h o  didn ' t use hair color said they wished 
thev were blonde . Natura l blondes said they couldn ' t  
see · what a l l  the f uss was about . . . on l y  1 0¾ fel t they 
were more attractive to men than brunettes, and 1 7 %  
actuall y  felt their f a i r  ha i r  had been a n  obstacle to 
being t aken seri ously in their career. 

****** 
Does your bra f i t  you properly? Accordi ng to a 
spokesperson for J. C. Penney , a brassiere is properly 
si zed and styled for your f igure if i t  f its comfortably 
when fastened on t he middle hook, if straps stay on 
your s houlders withour sl ipp i ng or d i gg i ng i nto your 
skin, if it doesn ' t  "ride- up" in back when you stretch 
or reac h .  your bustline rests midway bet ween your 
shou l ders and e l bows, and cups look round and natural. 
<NWGA newsletter )  

****** 
Hel pful H i nts Dept . : If you want t o  look smaller, wear 
your clothes loose. Never wear thi ngs that " j ust fit" . 
You will l ook larger. Also , never get rid of your 
shoulder pads . . . they help h i de the fact that you have 
broad shoulders. If your sleeve cuff buttons are t oo 
tight, resew t hem with elastic thread to all ow you a 
little more space . < "Cross Currents" ) 

****** 
A transsexua l student a t  the University of Alabama in 
Birmingham has won a seat in the school ' s  s t udent 
government associ ation . Caitl i n  K i ernan ( n�e Kenneth 
Wright ) attribut es her win to her vi s i b ility . She 
stands 6 ' 4" and sometimes dresses as a woman for 
classes . Her campa i g n  slogan : "The only transsexual 
to run" . ( 0 Rena 1 ssance ?lews" ) 

****** 
Although Barbi e  and K e n  dol l s  have changed t hrough the 
years , a Tampa, F lorida woman was unprepared for what 
she found whil e  shopping with her daughter in a "Toys R 

Us" store . . .  a Ken do ll clad in a purple tank t op and 
l ace apron over a turquo i se and purple skirt. Cari na 
Guillot brought the crossdressed toy t o  the st ore 
ma nagement ' s  attent i on ,  who found the package sea l was 
intact . A spokesperson for Kattel sa i d  she had " no 
idea how this woman got the Ken dol l "  in Barb i e ' s 
clothing . ( " Daily News" ) 

****** 
Respondi ng t o  complaints from women everywhere about 
t hat " instrument of torture", the dress pump , six shoe 
manufacturers are now marke ting " comfort" pumps, with 
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roomier toe space and stronger, amp ler . cush i oning . 
"USA Weekend" asked three of Radio City Music Ha ll ' s  
famed Rockettes to try a pair from eac h  manufacturer . 
and found Easy Spirit ' s " Feather" (approx. :S 7 0  a pair ) 
to be the most comfortab l e. Styli sh, too : It comes 
with a 2lf ' heel and is made f rom good qual ity lea t her . 
Three ot her shoes , al l with 2" hee l s ,  rated higher t han 
8 on a scale of 10 : Calico ' s  "Pi l l ow" ( $ 5 2 J ,  
Rockport ' s "Wa l k ing Pump" ( £ 1 0 0 ) , and Natura l i zer '  s 
"TownWalker" ( $ 65 > . 

F R I E N D S H I P S :  M A K I N G  T H E M ,  
K E E P I N G T H E M 

by D i na Amberle 
<from " Rena i ssance News" )  

For most of us, making new f r iends i s  not an eas y  t hing 
to do . Th i s  i s  especia lly t rue when we are the new 
r�rson i n  an e x i st i ng group a nd everyone else seems t o 
know each o t her . I t  i s  easy to feel al one and 
i nt i midated by the others in t he group . 
Perhaps ma ny of us have heard tha t  support groups are 
fi l led with  little cli ques of friends. For new 
members , or the shy members, this presents an 
int i mdating barri er to making friends quickly or at 
all . Now . I th ink we have all been through th i s ,  both 
in our group out i ngs and in general social settings . r 
can ' t help you become the social butterfly of the 
cocktai l party circu i t  but I would like to help 
everyone break these barriers down . 
Think about it: why should anyone be intimidated by a 
man wearing a dress? Yet most of us have been 
reluctant to talk to someone else because of 
appearance, or because they were in a group, or fel t 
l ike the odd woman out , at some point i n  our TG 
careers. And i t ' s only human nat ure to feel that it' s 
the other g irl ' s fau l t  that you aren't mak i ng friends . 
Ma king friends w i t h  new people takes effort. You need 
to make the effort yourself . . .  unless your personality 
and good looks are so magnet ic that peopl e  beat a path 
to wherever you are. I n  a group like ours , where 
everyone's most vulnerable secret is exposed, what 
better common ground do we need to strike up 
fr iendships? And i f  snappy conversational gambits  
aren ' t your forte , compliment i ng or asking the other 
girl about her fashi ons or makeup er hairstyle never 
fails . Especially compliments !  We are all i nveterate 
compl iment hounds . 
Even if you s tart s l ow and meet onl y  a few people at 
each meeting ,  these people will know others and then 
you can j o in conversat i ons with them and by geome tric 
progression you will  have a wide circle of friends . 
But you need to make a start , fight your bashfulness 
and don't be int imidated by looks or preconceived ideas 
about the other girl. I have never met a person I 
didn ' t like in our group. Yet , I have never spoken to 
many members f or the same poor excuses I am try i ng to 
combat w i t h  t h i s  art icle. I j ust met a girl at one of 
our dance part i es who I a l ways felt was a lit tle 
intimidating and standof f i sh .  Not only was she not 
standoffish; she was very friendly , open, and leads an 
interest i ng life .  I t  was my loss in not making her 
acquaintance months ago. 
And that brings me to another fri end-related topic. 
Once you meet some of our members , you realize bow 
d i verse and interest ing some of our lives are . . .  as if 
transgender ism wasn ' t  enough! 
Have you ever thought of extendi ng your support group 
acquaintances t o  your • �her' life? There ' s no law 
that says we should only see each other once a month, 
dressed en femme . Wouldn ' t  it be nice to have a buddy 
who knew why you shaved your legs? or why your nai l s  
were s o  long? or what was s o  damn importa nt about the 
th ird Saturday night of the month? If you have made 
f riends , an� as you make new friends , keep it in mind 
that we are n i ce people even when we ' re dressed as men . 
So I don ' t want to her about how our co=unitv is 
c l iqu i sh anymore . Make an effort to meet new· friends 
at each meeting or funct i on .  You ' l l  be r i c her f or it 
and so w i l l  your organizati on. 



R O G E R ' S  N O T E B O O K # 5 0  

A W I FE ' S V I EWPO I NT 

by Roger E .  Pe a ,  Ph . D .  

Th i s  is my 50th co lumn . As I l ook back over t he t op ics  
I have wr itten about in the past five years t he most 
import ant we re those that dea l t  with re l a t i onships . 
Th.is mon t h '  5 •: o l umn is based upon a conve rsation· one o! 
my fa it hi ul readers had with his wife a bout h i s  
c rossdressing . To the best of h i s  abi l ity he recorded 
her  -e, xac t wor ds i n  his pe rsonal j ournal. He has 
graciously al lowed me to use some o f  he r words as the 
bas i s  for this c o l umn .  
The r e ma rkab l e t hing about t h i s  woman ' s  fee l i ngs is 
that they are the  same as those re ported t o  me near l y  
1 0  years ago when I did my study of wive s  of 
c r ossdresse rs. Her emoti ons are a composite of what I 
have heard ma n y  othe r wome n say and express far bette r 
t han I could what many women f e e l about the i r  partne r ' s 
crossdress ing. 
" Had I known of your dee p-down desire to be a woman 
before our ma rriage , I wou ld not have mar ried you . 
am a very feminine pe rson who is thankf u l  she is a 
woman and takes de l ight in her feminine sexuality . 
Sexua lly I desire a man who rej oices in his 
mascul i n i ty ,  who loves me because I comp le t e  his 
masc u line aspirations and not because he has a need to 
ta ke over my feminin i ty which belongs to me and not to 
him. You should know that I fantasize and dream about 
such a relationship. 
" !  must tell you that I feel deprived of such a 
re lationship which is something I desire intense ly . 
When we make love I must close my eyes and imagine my 
l over to be such a one as that because whe n I look at 
you I know you are wishing you could become me ,  that 
you are stealing my womanhood . 
" I  too love to wear beaut iful femini ne underclothes but 
I wi l l  never aga i n  do so when you are around because I 
have the fee l ing that it is my c l ot hes you are desir ing 
and not me. You have sto len these t h i ngs from me and I 
can now onl y  enj oy the m when I am apart f rom you . 
" I  know that you can not help yourself . God knows you 
did not choose to be the way you are. Mostly you are 
tender toward me ,  considerat e  and l oyal. You are 
hard-worki ng, int e l ligent , thought ful  and have many 
admirable qualities. But because of your unfort unate 
unhappiness with uour mascul ini t y  you are  not the man 
want . You think you are feminine and indeed there is a 
feminine side to you as there is to eve r y  human being 
but you are a very mascu l ine person in your day-to-day 
l i ving in spite of your wish to be a woman. " 
The sad part  of this story is that bot h of these peopl e  
have spent a lifetime with this obstac l e  block i ng a.nd 
frustrating their dai ly l i ves. Our sexua lity is such 
an intimate part of ourselves that when its expression 
is inhibited thre is a possibi l i ty for anguish and 
frustrat ion. 

C I f  you have subjects you would like Dr. Pea to write 
about, or wish to comme nt on t h i s  co l u mn ,  please write 
him at P . O. Box 4887 , Poughkeepsie NY 1 2602 ,  or cal l 
him at < 9 1 4 )  462-7 455. A l l communica tions are 
confidential. This c o l umn may be reprint ed in any 
non-profit newsletter, so long as Dr . Peo ' as name and 
address appear in the reprinted version. J 
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R R E A S O N  0 F B E  I N G  

by �e ndi Seabreeze  

Many articles have been wr i t ten a bout the 
psycho log i ca l ,  biologica l ,  and environme ntal 
infl uenc e s ,  as the exp lanation f or cross- dressing. 
Some of you who have read these art icle s ,  no doubt hav;:, 
sa i d ,  " t h i s  sti l l  doesn ' t  exp l ain why I A M ! " And I 
know t his to be t rue . because many siste rs of our 
sorority have rela t. ed thi s  to me . · I have t r u ly brcug-ht 
peace to the i r  hearts, mind and sou ls , through 
me taphysics . as a possib le answer to why we crossdre ss 
Meta physics can be de f i ned as t he study of the  f i ne r  
for c e s  of  natur e . Few TV/TS artic les have been wr i tten 
on th i s  sub j ect and fewer have been pub l i shed. 'iha t  
wis h  you to understand through metaphysical sc i ence , I s  
the rea lity of the inne r-self and all  its div i sions . 
To some of you this is a comp lex subj ect. To exp l a in 

_ t h i s ,  so it may be comprehended eas i l y ,  we will div ide 
the inne r-being into its three sections . 
The f i rst d i vision is that  of your lower-se lf. T h i s  
region of your e go i ncorporates t he o uter-most l a y e r  of 
the physical brain, and the three l owest e nergy point 
cente rs < Chakras ) of your electromagnetic form. The 
lowe r-se l f  commands your sexua l desires, your eating 
habits . and your emotiona l st rengths and weaknesse s . 
The l o wer-se lf is als� the perpetrator of l ust for 
power ,  mate r ia l  wealth and possessions . Here lies the 
cent er of every mental thought. I t  dominates your 
' consc ious' brainwave patterns, up to the t ime you 
s l eep .  I ndividuals who are sadly governed by the 
lower-se l f ,  without waki ng interactions of the 
middl e-se l f ,  are genera l l y  the losers i n  l ife. They 
may be self centered , lacking in mora l conduct and 
persona l hygiene . These l ost persona lities are usually 
loud and ludicrous , with l itt le  se l f-respect . They ' re 
sexua l ly promiscuous , and may sometimes be easil y  
addicted to drugs and a lcohol . 
The second division is the middle-self . This area of 
your consciousness exist within the next two layers of 
your cerebrum matter. I t  is associated wt th the higher 
ene rgy point centers . Thi s  middle-se lf governs the 
subconscious mind wh i ch regulates all bod i ly functions , 
that a llows us to live .  The middle-self attempts to 
gu i de the l ower-sel f, and to harmonize w i t h  it. I t  
<the middle-sel f )  works its magic t hrough dreams and 
whe n your mind <bra in)  is within t he alpha and theta 
wave stat es of awareness . We who are at peace with 
ourselves, have united with the m i ddle-self . Th is 
a l l i ance may have been accomplished through a variety 
of methods . . .  l ike displaying love and compassion for 
others, which in return br ings us inner well -being . 
Through a discipl i ne of mediation, diet, good morals we 
may also harmonize with the m!.dd le-self. I t  b l esses us 
with musical, poet ic ,  and art istic talents through 
intuit ion and imaginat ion . Dur ing mediation we may 
pierce t he ve i l  of the middle-sel f  and rece ive 
illumination from it. You must experience a pure l i fe 
with the unity of your l ower and m i dd l e  selves, be f ore 
you can grasp t he beauty and l ight of your potent i a l l y  
divine higher-self ! 
The h i ghe r-se l f  is symbolized by the nimbus or ha l o .  
I t  may ex ist above your head o n  the  edge o f  your aura . 
I t  may coexist with the crown chakra and the pineal 
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0 P  I N  I O N S  & C O M M E N T S 

U P  ON  HY S OA P B OX 

I NCONS I STENT STANDARDS? 
by Eilee n  McC l eary 

MA YBE I J UST DON " T UNDERSTAND . A comment from a 
f rie nd , as often be fore , stirred my thoughts about the 
c urrent state of care  ava i lab l e  to our dysphoric 
s i sters. 
Two cases we re mentioned ,  ill ustrat i n)Z: t he w i de 
va riance i n  the way tha t  the so-callea  "standards of 
-�are" .!lre  appl i e d .  
The first involved a sister who seemed to breeze  
through t he qualif i c ation proc edure ,  even though . in  
the  opin ion  of  my fr i end , she was a marginal cand idate. 
I t  see ms  that some of the help ing professionals may be 
overly anxious to deliver as many TS pat i e nts as 
possibl e . 
The other was regarding a s ister she " d known <le t " s 
ca ll her "B" J who had recently obta i ned SRS . It 
appears that Ms . B f i nal l y  achieved her goal o n l y  
because she could no longer function a s  a male . The 
impl i cation being that she ma y  have deliberate l y  
inj ured herself in order to force the issue . 
Why is it that a pe rson should have t o  resort t o  such 
drast i c  measures in order t o  get the blessing of the 
med i cal commun i t y ?  I ' m not say i ng that we shou l d  
necessarily have " surgery-on-demand", b u t ,  the way 
things are , getting a pproval for SRS seems t o  be a 
Virtua l lottery. I f, in the ir search f or help , a 
person happens to hi t the right sequence of peop l e , 
they s l i de right on t hrough the system. Others f i nd 
themselves frustrated at every approach, 
shuck-and-j ive ' d by e l it ists who are CERTA IN  that they 
know what's best f or the rest of us . 
I do be l ieve that the med i cal community does have an 
obligation t o  be sure t hat anyone getting SRS is doing 
so with fu l ly informed consent . Perhaps even requiring 
some evi dence that the candidat e wi ll  be able t o  
functi on successful l y  in the new ro l e  is appropriate .  
However,  al l too o f t e n, the crit eria used t o  eval uate 
thi s  capabi lity conform to an ideal which is 
unrealistic even for genet ic f e ma l es .  
Most importantly , the med i cal community has an 
obligation to present a CONS I STENT measure of what 
constitutes an eligib l e  candidat e. 
Yes , SRS is a procedure wh i ch requires a most thorough 
cons i derat i on on the part of the applicant . No, as a 
mat ter of fact, i t  i sn ' t somet hing I, persona lly, 
would recomme nd to ANYONE . In my view , the ideal 
so l ut i on wou ld be to fix  SOC I ETY, such that no person 

( CONT INUED , PAGE 1 3 )  

V OX P O P IJ L !  

WHY? 

by Den i se Mason 
< Coord i nator , the c onnect icuT ViewJ 

When TVs mee t ,  one of the first things they do is ask 
the quest i on ,  " Why do you dress?" . This is usually 
f ollowed up wit h ,  " Whe n ,  how . where how many t i me s" and 
other si mi lar quest i ons . And of course t he dialogue 
takes off and cont i nues f or hours and hours. 
Like any t herapeut i c  sess i o n .  these thi ngs have to be 
discussed unti l one bears the answers that be l ike s .  
But , because of the nature o f  TVism, I personal l y  don ' t 
be lieve there are any ans wers . We can conj ecture, 
suppose , hint, suggest and rati ona l i ze and even 
de f init i ve l y  state why one thinks they dress. But we 
have no fact s ,  we can't be sure. 
For thi s  reason . I a l ways try to i ns t i l l  in ot hers that 
once we stop asking "why" and start enj o y i ng who we 
are, will we truly be satisfied and conte nt w i t h  who we 
are . One of my favorite anal ogi e s  is that we as 
peop l e ,  are so indiv i dually different from each other 
as i f  we were a ll standing on a bi l l ion step ladder. 
Each of us bas our own rung, yet no two share the same 
rung. 
Once we realize t hat we are totally dif ferent from 
everyone else on that ladder, yet more similar to those 
on the c losest rungs, and more d i s s i milar to those on 
the farthest rungs , the more sensible t hings start to 

TAG , Y O U ' R E I T  

DEF I N I NG HAND I CAPS 
by Anne B l ackwood 

I was liste ning to the radi o toda y and a Congressman 
was present i ng his view on a bi l l rega r d i ng the 
handicapped and I thought about the Amer i cans lv i t h  
Disabilities Act and removing TVs and TSs from 
protection against discr i mi na t i on o n  t he bas i s o f  be l ns 

or not be ing , as t he case ma y  be hand i c a p ped. 
Are we hand i capped? Are we limit e d  in wha t we can do 
and accomp l i sh in l i fe by a physic a l  or menta l 
cond i t i on? Or are we l imit e d  by soc i al a t t i tudes and 
t a bus ? And wha t the he ll diff e � enc e does i t  make ? 
A paraple g i c ' s legs don ' t work. An amput e e  is m i ss i ng 
a l i mb or two or four . The dea f  ca n ' t bear , the bl i nd 
can ' t see , and the re tarded can ' t think  <too we l l ) . 
Are these peop l e  ha nd i capped? Obviously . The 
schizophr en i c  is out of touch w i th real i t y, and that 
see ms to be a genuine handi cap. So, what ' s our 
problem? 
You t e ll me ,  what's our problem? Ive can ' t  live open l y  
t�e way we want to, we can't be who we want t o  be . 
Well , gee , that is a problem, but i s  it a handicap? 
Lots of people can ' t be what they want to be, but t hat 
doesn't make them handicapped . Can we equat e socia l 
prej udice, and discr imination with disabi lity? You 
a l ready know what I t hink : No. 
Now, I'm not say ing that anyone has the right t o  
d i scri minate against us , quite the contrary. On t he 
other band , I'm not one f or go ing where I ' m  not wanted 
e \ther. But to class i f y  ourselves as hand i capped in 
order to get some addit i onal protection against 
discriminati on . . . we l l, it has ram i f icat i ons . I f  we 
are to f ight for social acceptance , if we are to be 
seen as j ust another variat ion on humani t y ,  i f  we are 
to  be able to say that we are more than ord i nary men 
because we are a l so women to some degree ,  how can we 
say we are less than ord inary man? We can ' t have it 
both ways. Being transvestite is e i ther a bonus or a 
de f icit, i t  can't be both. 
Sure, there was a t ime i n  my life  when I viewed being a 
transvestite somethi ng akin to having the b l ack plague . 
And sure , it " s  not al ways easy be i ng a transvest ite. 
But it " s  not always easy be ing a gen i us <which of 
course I am) , nor being beaut i f ul ,  nor t alent ed , nor 
anyth i ng else on whi ch society puts a premi um.  But 
J ust because life is somet i.mes dif f icu l t ,  that doesn ' t 
make us handicapped .  
I f  you want to wa llow in  self  p i t y, fine. I don ' t want 
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sound. 
By ask i ng the question " Why we dress?" to those on the 
ladder, we know we w i l l  get a d i f f erent answer f rom 
every person, as they are on a dif ferent rung . 
Possibly  if we ask enough people the same quest i on, we 
might find someone who is standi ng on a rung j ust one 
higher or one lower than the one we are on .  And their 
story might sound fami l iar , yet, it will be d i f ferent.  
So , why do we  cont i nua l l y  search f or the  answer? Why 
after 30 years of dressing ,  do we f i nd TVs obsessed 
with " the whys, hows , and wheref ores" ? I honestly 
would think they woul d  t i re of their quest for the i r  
HOLY GRA I L ,  as they haven ' t rea l ized that they wil l  
never f ind the ir answe r .  
Do we know peop l e  l i ke t h i s ?  ot course we all do . And 
do you consider them interest i ng? Can you talk to them 
on the same.subj ect f or more than 10 m i nutes? Are the y 
really interest i ng peop l e ?  -
Or wou l d  you rather sit w i th a person who total ly 
accept s himself f or what he  is?. He doesn ' t  l a bel 
himse l f  anything , be ' s j ust happy being " her" . The 
confidence of this person is re flected in a sm i le, a 

(CO NT I NUED, P AGE 14 ) 
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F R I T H R N O G E N D E R 

by Sharon 
< from ! XE newsle t ter ) 

[ There ha ve been many , many conce rns express� d .  by 
crossdressers across the country, re lative to re l igion 
and t he crossdresser . I n  particu l ar, there are 
conce r ns a bout the book of De uteronomy , and conf l icts 
be t ween this Book and the ph i losophies of Jesus Chr i s t ,  
a s  expressed i n  the Books o f  the New Test ament. 

The aut hor of t he f o llowi ng art i c l e  attended t he 
Christian Theo logica l Sem i nary in I nd i ana po l i s ,  and 
se rved as a pastor in the Un i te d  Church of Christ . She 
was born into the Episcopal Church in the south, with a 
fami l y  that was large ly Southe rn Bapt 1 st. Later , 
Sharon J oined the Presbyteria n Church and se rved as a 
deacon . Upon entering the sem i nar y ,  she j oined the 
Christian Church , D i scip l es of Christ . She l e f t  t he 
past orate and the semi nary when she was divorced , and 
"came out" at that time . l 

Ve come from many different rel i g i ous backgr ounds a n d  
fa iths . From A to Z, we have agnostics to fo l l owers . o f  
the t eachings of Z oraster . The thoughts and 
reflections presented in this article  w i l l ,  I r.ope, 
appl y  to all people in the comJDunity. However ,  my bias 
is Christ ian , in that I was raised in the Christian 
trad i t ion and att ended a Christian seminary. Also , 
live in a country where the J udea-Christian tradition 
has informed the making of our laws and many of our 
soc ial standards . 
Faith is universal . Some people define faith as 

" belie f in something" . I find this definiti on too  
rest r icting, as not all people bel i eve in something. 
Be l i e f  in something is an intel l ectual effort , and 
there fore not part of the human condit'ion . I use the 
words faith a nd hope somewhat interchangeably. Hope is 
unive rsal .  For example, A l coholics Anonymous offers 
the hope that things will get better if the 
participants do not drink. Later, based on this  hope , 
the participants " come t o  believe in" a higher power. 
Based first on hope , their faith  becomes de f ined then 
as belief in something . Hope thus precedes be lief i n  
something, and i s  a more basic cond i tion. 
How do we move from hope to belief? I n  theology , t h i s  
i s  cal l ed " epsitemology" . . .  " how do w e  know what we 
c laim t o  know?" Here is where the gender comJDun i t y  
runs head on int o many in the Christian, Jewish a n d  
Moslem trad i tions . I n  A .  A . , things do get bett e r  for 
t hose who are alcoholic and do not drink. The 
alcoholic listens t o  the stories of other .  recovering 
alcoholics. The alcoholic moves from hope to belief in 
something, based on an experience of fulfilled hope , 
and informed by the experience of othe rs. The 
alcoholic knows what he or she knows because it has 
worked for them and for others. 
Ma ny of us have e xperienced guilt associated with our 
cross - gender needs and identity. This gui lt oft en 
comes from a sexuality that may differ from the norm , 
the disappointment expressed by famili es and f riends 
whose e xpectations we may fail to meet , and to some 
extent condemnati o n  from the Church and the religious 
community. I t  is easy to lose hope . 
Sinc e the source of this gui lt is often re l igious, 
e i ther self-imposed or imposed on us by re ligious 
othe rs , religious questions often arise : How do we 
know what we know? How do we know ther e  is a God , and 
if there is , how do we know what God wants? How do we 
know what our relationship with God is or should be ? 

The answers are the same for all people and a l l  of the 
questions . We simply don't know, no one knows w i th 
concrete certainty . For many of us , we chose to 
believe because we have hope, but when our bel i e fs 
contradict our hope, the thing that needs 
re-exam ination is the content of the belie f ,  not the 
e xiste nce of hope . 
I want t o  focus my thoughts on the J udea-Chr istian 
trad ition . Jews and Christians are informed by the 
scriptures ; the scr i ptures help shape hope into a 
belie f in "somethi ng" . There was a time when I shared 
the be l i ef < not  the faith)  that t he scr ipture were 
God's instruct i o ns to us about how we must live and 
re late  in orde r to make God happy or pleased, or i n  
ort hodox Christian term i n o l ogy, how to l ive i n  a 
righte ous relationship w i t h  God and o t he rs .  Simpl y 
sta t e d , when I l ived w i t h  the _ scr i ptures as a r u l e  
book , I cou l d n't then l ive with myself, and I l ost 

hope . My greatest single conf l i c t  wi th  the re l i g i ous 
community has come from those whose " epistemo l ogy"  i s  
based on the re velation of God i n  t he Sc riptur�s. T he y  
know wha t the y know because i t  i s  wr it te n i n  suc h and 
such a book , chapt er and verse . I t  i s  c lear l y  wr i tte n 
i n  De uteronomy that God hat es men who dress in feminine 
attire . I prayed t o  be changed ,  I we nt through 
de l iverance, I confessed a nd asked f or forgive ness for 
my fee l ings and actions, I purged and repented o f  my 
sin . I also l ost hope . Th i ngs d i d  not get better, 
the y got worse . I was forced to th i nk about my source 
of knowledge . 
I have a lwa ys had a sense of other prese nce. Because 
it is my tradition , not because I "know" , I call this 
presence Christ, and de fine or think about Chr ist as 
the prese nce o f  God in my l ife . As with the alcohol i c ,  
I tend t o  know the things that I expe rience . From my 
expe rie nce, my hope ( fait h ) is changed to  belief.  I 
have e xpe r i e nced , not read about, this sense of other 
presence that I call Christ. I began to think about 
this presence, to look at things the way they are for 
me , not the way that they "shou ld" be accordi ng to the 
writings . 
Fi rst , I rea l ized that I didn ' t  ask for Christ, that 
this presence has a l ways been the re with me. Through 
all of t he stages of my life , I have known this Christ 
presence. At t imes , there was a greater sense of 
c l oseness , as when camping in Ke ntucky I st ood atop a 
mountain and l o oked down on the birds as they flew,  
smel l ed the e ve rgreens and observed the panorama of 
co l ored f l owers that litt e red the hills and val l eys . 
had a close sense of presence in my car , dr i ving and 
singing along with the choruses of Hande l ' s  Kessiah. 
had a close sense of presence one day as I dressed for 
a meeting, and I asked Christ about my appearance . 
There was a sense of l ov i ng approval , and perhaps the 
suggestion that my own hair would look better than a 
wig . I felt loved , va l ue d  a nd accept�d ,  not j udged or 
hated as Deuteronomy suggested that I would be. 
I began to rethink my be l i efs about the scriptures i n  
l ight of my experience .  I saw where Paul had written 
that : " I  am convinced that neither death nor life , 
neither ange l s  or demons, neither the pr�sent or th.e 
fut ure , nor any powers,  neither height nor depth ,  nor 
anything in all of creat i o n ,  will be ab l e  to separate 
us f r om the love of God t hat is in Christ" <Rom 8 : 39 ) . 
All o f  the sudden , I rea lized that Paul was writing 
about his exper i ence of f aith, and that Paul and I 
shared the hope and the knowledge of that sense of 
presence and l ove and support. I wondered , what if t he 
scr i ptures were not God ' s rules? What if the 
scr i ptures had been writt e n  by men and women about 
their experience of fa i th? Certain l y  these men and 
women would have writt en in a social context , bringing 
to their writing their own bias about appropriate a nd 
prope r  behavior. I turned back now to the scripture s .  
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T H E  MA K E U P  M I R R O R  

CHOOS I NG THE R I GHT W I G  

by Valer i e  Driscoll 

Someone asked me recent l y  if she could have her own 
ha ir styled, or i f  she should always wear a wig. The 
answe r depe nds on how much hai r  you have and i f  the 
co l or i s  a t trac t i ve .  I f  it ' s  j ust thi n  on t o p  and 
t h i ck i n  t h e  bac k ,  a w i g l et c a n  be used over the thi n 
area. I f  you ha ve a lot of gray ha ir , it may not  be as 
a t t rac t i ve on you as , say , a l i ght br own wit h some 
blo nde h ighl i ghts . I nstead of t h e  high costs of trips 
to t he bea uty sa l on e very s i x  wee ks ,  a wig can be wor n .  
Here are some i mpor tant  factors in choosing t he right 
�ne. 
1 .  FIT .  I s  i t  too t ight? I t  en be stretched to f i t 
and t here are some l imi t ed sty les in l a rge head siz e s . 
I f  it ' s  t oo l oose , try adj ust ing the straps in back 
f i rst , or have the cap made s- ller by a professiona l .  
There are also petite wigs in l i mited st yles. 
2 .  COLOR . Notice the styles and colors women in your 
age ra nge are wearing to get some i deas . It is usually 
best to stay close to your natural color . I f  you have 
a lot of gray hair you may have considered tint i ng or 
frosting , so be sure to try co lors in the light brown 
or au burn shades, with some b l onde h i ghlight s  b l ended 
in . I f  there ' s  a chance your own hair may creep out , 
choose a col or that has the same base color as your 
hair. And for t hose t i mes when being b l onde is more 
fun , there are many pretty sty l es that have the darker 
" regrowth" at the base to reall y  make it look natural. 
3 .  STYLE . To pick t he right style , you must consider 
your age, face shape , height , weight , neck lengt h and 
size . . . and your abi l i ty to take care of the wig. 
Long , stra ight hai r  i s  great for young , pret t y  g i rl s ,  
but gentle waves and curls are bet ter for women over 
3 0 . Ask your wig professional i f  there's any special 
styli ng tips you need to know to keep it looking good. 
I f  you know you won ' t be fi�ing it , get an easy to care 
for style or find out about the shop ' s styling service.  
Remember t hat synthet i c  wigs melt when exposed to high 
heat, so stay away f r om the oven and never use a 
curling iron on your w i g .  
4 .  QUAL I TY .  How of ten will you b e  wearing your wig? 
Are you going to use it everyday? What would be 
appropriate f or your lifest yle? Synthet ic hair i s  
usua l l y  the easiest t o  care f o r  and nice ones cost as 
low as $75 to $ 1 5 0. Synt hetic and human hair blends are 
a bit more expensive but have a more live l y, natural 
look . Human hair wigs start around $200,  and may 
requ i re ma intenance trips to the st ylist . However, 
they can be permed or re-t inted if the color f ades . 
The l i fe of a synthetic wig  i s  about 2 to 5 years , 
whereas human ha i r  lasts at l east 5 years . 
Use these guidelines for your best wig investment . . .  
but for fantasy , ANYTH I NG GOES ! 

I am hav ing a used wig sale this month at the shop . I f  
you have some w igs t hat you don't wear anymore, but 
the y are sti l l  in good condition < clean , look n i c e, 
decent qual i t y > ,  bring them in and I ' ll help you sell 
them .  

[ Valerie Driscoll is a California-licensed cosmet ology 
instructor and owner of " Hair To 'iear 'iigs".  J 
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FA S H I ON N OT E B O O K  

CLOTH I NG PERSONAL I T I ES 

by Carole J ackson 
< from " Beauty Handbook" ) 

How would you desc ribe the f o l lowing : Che r , Carol  
Burnett, L i z  Taylor ? To me,  Che r is dramat i c :  Car ol 
B urne tt, funny, down-t o-earth ; Sandy Duncan . a p i x i e ;  
L i z  T a y l o r . sexy. 'ihate ve r  your react i on ,  do n ' t you  
agree t ha t  each one is a type ? 
Each seas on has i t s  o wn persona l ity, and can help you 
bui l d  your most f l a t t er i n g  wardrobe.  
The W i nter pa lle t t e  i s  sophist icat ed, striking , wi t h  
c l e ar colors and sharp · contrasts. 'ihen shoppi ng . t hink 
true, blue and v i v i d ; sharp , clear , and i c y .  W i nters 
tend to be dramatic a nd look best  in sle e k , f i ne l i ne s  

. i n  sol i d  colors , with prints worn a way from the face . 
Summe r has a class ic palette of pastels and soft 
neutraks ; when shopping t hink blue, rose and sof t . 
E l e gant, classic clothes and soft print s best suit 
Summe r ' s calm, grac i ous nature . 
Autumn " s  is a warm, friend ly palette of muted o r  c l ear  
tones ; when shopping th ink of  golden undert one s .  Of t e n  
informal b y  nature , Autumns sui t  casual , sport y clothe s 

in pa i sleys , plaids and casua l , colorful prints . 
Spring col ors are alive . . . never muted or too dark. 
When shopping , think clea r  and warm < yellow and crisp ) . 
Cr i s p ,  colorfu l ,  yet f eminine clothing suits the 
friendl y ,  informal Spring woman . 
Of course , it ' s  i mportant to cons ider fac ial features , 
height and bone structure in add i t ion to your season 
when select i ng c l othes . Study yourself from head to 
t oe in a ful l - length mirror to determine your fashion 
type . Here are the basic types : 
The "Dramatic" type usu.a l l y  has dark or striking 
c o l oring, and angular features and body lines . 
Dramatics can wear extremes in fash i on :  straight 
l ines ; u l tra bil l owy c lothes ; exotic color s ;  glittery 
weaves ; bold , vivid pri nt s ;  heavy brocades or 
metal lics . If you • re not tall , yet have dramatic 
features , then add a few dramatic accents . 
Examples of Dramatic types are Cher , Diana Ross , Barbra 
St reisand and Lauren Bacall . 

( CON T INUED , PAGE 1 2 )  

THE SORORlIT GIRL.SQ 
INVITE YOU! • • 

What :  GIRLS.NIGHT OUT _:, -�::-· 
TV/TS DANCE PARTY 

For :  TV ' s , TS '  & Friends 
( Ladies & Gentlemen ) 

When : 3 rd Friday, Every Month 
AUG UST 17  
9 : 00 p . m .  to  1 : 00 a . m .  

Where-:  13 201  Sa ti coy S t .  
North  Hol lywood , Ca l if .  

Admis s ion : $7 . 00 per pers on 

Top 40 mus ic , :REE SODAS , BYOB , 
Chang ing room ,  huge dance hal l , 
dis c� c e  l oca c ion , safe  area , 
lo t s  o f  park ing l o t  & s tree t 

I n f o rr.ia c ion : ( 2 1 3 ) 6 6 0  0 400  
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T H [  

A 
C O M H U N I  T Y  

P O L I T I C A L A N O S O C I A L 

0 I S C U S S I O N 

G [ N O [ R  

by W,sndy Parker 
< Par t 2 o f  1 0) 

WHERE ARE 'iE GO I NG I B  THE 1 9 9 0 ' S? 
The fact that you ' re able to read this t oda y 1 s  
testa ment to t he fact that w e  d o  e xist a s  a group in 
what ever numbers t hat one might care to de bat e . Ve may 
be e xtremely s ma l l  i n  number or perhaps a vast, silent 
mu l t i tude. In e ither case, one t hing is very clear : 
The fea r ,  i so l ation, hiding in the close t,  and 
se l f- l oathing of recent years is not a viable 
a l ternat i ve in a time whe re so many other social event s 
of the last  fifty years have act ua l ly led us to where 
we are today . 
Where we are going i n  the Nineties de pends largely on 
recognizing the need for publ ic awareness about us i n  
our ma n y  f orms and assorted indivi dual goa l s  al ong t he 
gender spec t r um. 
The ke y word toward advancing goals in our community i s  
" invo l vement" . This i s  a subj ect that Merissa Sherri 1 1  
L ynn and Sister Mary E l izabeth ,  a mong ot hers , have 
promoted f or years. Mer i ssa and a small staf f at I FGE , 
along with a handful of other movers and shakers around 
t he country , have struggled to keep the sp i r i t  of  
involveMe nt alive. 
Many of you i n  the Gender commun i ty came to the 
rea lization. at some po int in your life that your gender 
preference was more than j ust a passi ng fancy . You may 
have wrest led with this issue s ince you were fi ve or 
t e n  years old t hrough vari ous purges , numerous breakups 
in relationships, self doubts, and depression . You 
probably know t hat t h i s  is an i ssue t hat won ' t go away.  
To quote a popu l ar Broadway mus i cal , " I  am what I am! " 
Ve shouldn't lapse int o a fal se sense of complacency ,  
t hink i ng that soc i ety will somehow avo i d  exc l uding us 
from the same f orms of discrimination such as race , 
sex ,  and sexua l pre ference . Only recent ly , the issue 
was brought bef ore Congress in the f orm of Senate Bi l l  
933 and Senate Amendment 722 t o  the " Americans wi th 
Disabi l it ies" Act. If you weren ' t  aware of thi s by 
now , it basicall y  l umped t ranssexuals , transvestites , 
and gays along with chi ld mo l esters, drug addict s ,  and 
compul sive sex offenders . The confusi on that exists in 
the muddled thinki ng of smal l minded , unenli ghtened 
politicians confuses issues of f ree gender choice 
<wh i ch harJDS no one ) with crimi nal e l ements of soc iety 

that wou l d  vi o late someone el se's c i vi l  rights .  I f  an 
active campai gn to educate the public is not made, we 
will all certainly pay the pr ice for our complacency 
down t he road . 
The need f or informed Gender collllll1.ln i t y  involvement, 
network ing ,  and outreach ing has been catal yzed by the 
creation of t he I FGE Congress of Representati ves <which 
has never been more needed than it i s  t oday > .  I n  order 
to suppress seeds of poss ible bi gotry and 
d iscrimination in the future , you have to become 
involved with the r i ght s of all your s i sters before you 
are locked out of your j ust right s  in a democrat ic 
societ y. Senate Amendment 722 was snuck in at the last 
minute bef ore passage wi th lit t l e  or no debat e in the 
U. S. Senate. Unbeknownst to other Senators , it was 
sent on to the House of Representatives where a House 
version of the aMendment was als o  passed. Upon 

CJIAIR., cro 'WEAR., 'WI{iS 
1 71 6  Andree Avenue, Torrance, CA 90501 

• High Quality Wigs 
• Home Delivery Service 

• Private Appointments Available 

Also Featuring: Joe Blasco Cosmetics 

'Valerie 'Drisco[[ 21 3/320-501 5 

learning of this situation, I and many others sent . 
lett ers t o  numerous political  representatives. 
received elaborate ,  concerned and polite replies . When 
I made mention of  this extre mely important e vent t o  
many sisters in our community, I was surprised t o  find 
an apathy t oward t he who l e  mat t e r .  I would rem i nd a l l  
of y o u  o f  t h e  words o f  o n e  early American pat riot who 
said ,  " I f  we don ' t all hang toget her , we wi ll certain l y  
a l l hang separatel y". 
One only has t o  l ook a t  the ins idiously gradual 
discri mination of gays , J ews , and po lit i cal dissenters 
in t he Nazi Germany of the Thir ties and t he comp lacency 
of most as neighbors turned the i r  eyes to avert see i ng 
the truth. As friends and relatives were being rounded 
up , t hey were forced to wear pink triangles or Stars of 
Davi d ,  and sent o f f  to Naz i death camps . Bert rand 
Russe ll sa id that , " Those who are unaware of history 
are doomed to repeat it" ; and political and soc ial 
discriminat ion is very real t oday , even in a democratic 
society such as ours . 
The ti me t o  make our exist ence as a commun i t y  known is 
now ; the t i 1111t to make a statemen t  as t o who we are is 
now ; the time t o  state our goals as a group is now ; and 
the time is now because the quest i ons of gender 
preference and gender issues are being catapulted i nto 
t he l i melight of public recogni t i on through var ious 
media . Thi s has given us an opport unit y whi ch we 
shou l d  not l ose. 
Ta l k  shows l ike Donahue , Sally J essy Raphael , Geraldo, 
and countless local telev i sion programs have created 
some public awareness . F i l ms  l i ke "The World Acc ording 
to Garp" , " Tootsie", "Yentl" , and plays like " M. 

� 

But terfly" stimulated public cur i os i t y .  Even a rec e n t  
issue o f  Newsweek brings t h i s  prev ious l y  hidden subj e c t  
o u t  in the o pen and t o  l ose this opportunity now would 
place our community back into t he Dark Ages <and i nt o  a 
dark closet > .  

[ This arti cle is  based upon Wendy ' s  speech a t  t h i s  past 
spri ng ' s I FGE convention. Subsequent installment s w i l l 
appear in " Cross- Ta lk" e a.c h  mont h .  J 

TH I S  SPAC E  I N  ' C R O S S -TA L K " 
C O U L D  B E  Y O U R S  F O R  L E S S  T HAN 

$ 1 0 0 0  P E R  M O N T H 
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WAXING 
BY 

GLORIA 
Follcala� 

25 ..... Experience .. 
818-343-9039 

9J A_ptloilrl1MHI 

A unique and private salon 
. -specializing·in one� 
removing t1ndesirable bod} 

hair from fastidious 
TVs and TSs 

Legs-Thighs-Arma 
Underarms-Ct,est--8adc 
Stomac:n-Bikini line-and 

any other area where )'OU nave 
unwanted hair. 

1 80 1 6  V ENT URA B L VD . , E NC I NO ,  CA 9 1 3 1 6  



-10-

S O U T H E R N  

E U E N T S 

C A L I F O R N I A 

C A L E N D A R  

VAL LEY G I RLS EVENTS : 

Sat . , Aug . 2'5 - " Too Good For Goodw i l l "  clot hes-swap 
party, at Ayme M ichae ls ' , inc l uding 
f ree c onsu l tat i ons by Kat hy  of 
Katherine ' s  Kreations. P l ease ca ll 
< 8 1 8 )  3 4 7 -2206  t o  RSVP as t here  wi l l  be 
l imited space ava i lable . 

Sat . , Se p. 22 - House Party at My kee ' s ho use in t he 
Hollywood H i l l s , 7 PM - '? ? '? . Cal l 
Kymberle igh at ; ( 8 1 8 )  762- 7659 or Mykee 
a t  C2 13l  654 - 7657 t o  RSVP and arrange 
•=arpools .  Bring some re f reshments t o · 
share ,  please ! 

Sat . .  Sep .  29 - "F i ft h  Saturdav" event , TBA . 
Sa t . , Oct .  27 - Halloween Par t y < t entat i ve ) . Deta i ls 

and l oca tion TBA . 
Sa t . , Nov . 24 - H ouse Party at Mykee ' s .  See Se p .  22 

l isting for details . 
Every Sat . - I nforma l "after-hours" social at 

S it t on ' s, Tuj unga & Magnolia in Nort h  
Ho l lywood, start ing a t  2 AM. 

<"  The Valley G irls" ts a socia lly-or i ented transgender 
group promoting f r iendship through socializing ; in 
add i t i on t o  schedul i ng our own events , we support the 
activities of other organizat i ons t hroughout Southern 
Cal i fornia . l 

OTHER LOS ANGELES AREA EVENTS:  

Sun. , Aug. 5 - Mi ss California Continental Beaut y 
Pageant , 8 PM, at the Mayflower 
Ball room , 234 S .  Hindry Ave . , 
I nglewood. Call  <2 1 3 )  8 5 0 - 1673  f or 
t icket inf ormation. 

Sat . , Aug . 11 - " Decadence at t he 0. K .  Corral", the 
coronat ion of  the XV I I I  I mper ial Court 
of the San Fernando Val ley : 8 PM at 
the Beverl y Garland Hotel i n  North 

Sat. , Aug. 1 1  

F r i . , Aug. 17  

Sun . , Aug .  19 

Sat . , Aug. 25 

Sat . , Sep. 1 5  

-

-

-

-

-

Hollywood . Admission S 2 0  at the door . 
Marlayna & Melisa ' s  "On The Scene" 
night at t he Quee n  Mary , 10 PM - 2 AM. 
The me :  "Trashy L i ngerie". 
"Girls ' !iight Out" dance party, 
9 PM - 1 AM, 1 32 0 1 Sat icoy St . ,  !iorth 
Hollywood. 
Sunday Afternoon "Tea" Dance , 4 - 7 PM, 
at the Queen Mary . Admission $2 at t he 
door : Proceeds benefit Pioneer Home 
A I DS hospice . 
Marlayna & Melisa's "Fantasy Fashions" 
n i ght at the Queen Mary , 10 PM - 2 AM . 
P . P . O. C . ' s  "Las Vegas N i ght". Call 
< 7 1 4 ) 779-90 13 for inf ormation . 

F r i . , Nov. 9 - 2 1st Annual "Un iversal Ball" , at the 
Mayfl ower Ballroom in I nglewood. 
Ticke t information TEA . 

NAT I ONAL EVENTS : 

Sept . 2 0-23 : 

Oct. 1 2�2 1 : 

Nov. 1 - 4: 

Nov . 1 4 - 1 8 :  

" Paradise in the Poconos" weekend : 
Wr ite Creative Design Services, 
P . O. Box 1 263, K i ng of Pruss i a  PA  
1 9406 for inf ormat ion . 
"Fantas i a  Fair": Write P. O .  Box 1 1254 , 
Lincolnia Station, Alexandria VA 223 12  
for details, or call Kymbe r l e igh f or a 
brochure. 
" Fal 1 Harvest Weekend and Moonshadow 
Ball" : Wr i te CAF, P.O. Box 4092, 
Over l and Park KS for inf ormat ion. 
Tr i-Ess "Holida y  En Fel!lllle" national 
convention, Houst on TX : Det a i l s  TBA .  

1 99 1 :  
Feb . 22-24 : 

Apr. 8 - 1 4: 

May 1 -5 ;  

Third Annua l " Texas ' T' Party" , 
sponsored by Boul t on & Park Soc iety . 
Write P . O .  Box 169652 , San Anton i o  TX 
7828 0 ,  or cal l < 5 12 ) 657-25 4 0  for inf o .  

- I . F . G . E . " Coming Toget her" convention ,  
Denver CO , sponsored b y  Gender I dentity 
Center . Details TBA. 
"Cal if orn i a  Dreamin ' "  weekend , 
c o-sponsored by " Cross- Talk" and 
P . P. O. C . ,  at the Burbank Holiday I nn .  
Deta i l s TBA . 

ON-GO I NG LOCAL SUPPORT GROUPS : 

Androgyny meets every Tuesday. For details cal l  
< 2 13 )  467-83 1 7 .  
Pansocial Center workshop , rap and social is held  on 
t he f i rst Saturday of each month . For directions , call 
< 8 1 8 > 989-3700 or <213 > 873-370 0 . 
Powde r Puf f s Of Cali f ornia  < P . P.O . C . ) meets on the 
third Saturday of each month. The August 1 8  me e t ing 
will feature t he " Miss P .  P .  0 .  C . " contest. For details 
call < 7 1 4 > 779-90 1 3. 
Tr i -Ess Alpha Chapter meets on the f irst Saturday of 
each month . Call ( 8 1 8 )  303-3858 f or t ime and locat i on. 

LOCAL N I GHTCLUBS & BARS : 

"Queen Mary" , 12449  Ve ntura B l vd. , Studio City , is open 
every night except Mondays. A fema le impersonator 
revue is featured in the f ront lounge Wednesdays 
t hrough Sundays .  Socialize with the l ocal TG commun i tv 
in t he back bar. 
"Club 22", 4882 Lankershim B l vd. , l'lorth Ho l lywood , i s  
open seven nights a week, catering t o  t he lesbian 
communit y ;  however, crossdressers < i n small groups ) are 
wel l -rece ived. Happy Hour 3-7pm daily ; L ive DJ Fr i day , 
Saturday and Sunday nights ; Complime ntary buf f e t  Sundav  
a f t e rnoon & even ing . 
" Peanuts" , 7969 Santa Monica B l vd . , West Ho l lywood, i s  
open t o  crossdressers o n  Friday , Sat urday, and Monday 
nights (featur i ng a drag revue on Fridays a nd Mondays , . 
L ive DJ a l l  n ights. 
" Palms" , 8572 Santa Mon i ca B l vd. , West Hol l ywood , i s  a 
lesbian bar open to crossdressers seven night s a wee k. 
"Libra ry" , 28 1 5  E. Ma in St . ,  Ventura, is open to the  
gay ,  lesbian , and t ransgendered lifest y les on 
Saturda ys , Sunda ys , and Thursdays. L ive DJ . 

Gender 

EXPRESSIONS 

gender danrinisa - lille W - slandards cl an 
- psydiopatholagr-toOdoo geadenmia 

surgery OI demand wilfl IO apologies 

single copy $5.95 
six issue su�ption $30.00 
check/money order to: 

Electronic Media ARTS 
PO Box 1 50 
Concord NH 03302-01 50 
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T H E  B EA R D E D  L A D Y  

I N  SEARCH OF THE PERFECT BRA 

by Ricky Hun t  

I a m  a hi- t e c h  person. I work and play with  some of 
the  l a test c ompute rs and e l ectron i c  equipment ,  have 
stereo  speakers t hr oughout al l 1 3  r ooms of the house. 
and c an bore vou for hours w i t h  t orren ts of J argon on 
J us t  about 3ny subj ec t you ca re to name . \rhen [ don mv 
f e m i n i ne a t t ire I ha ve a fondness for synthet i cs ,  t hose 
mode r n  wonders  of t he l abor a t ories of some 
mu l t ina t iona l c hemi ca l giant. <Jho e l se but t hose 
h i - t e c h  wi:ards c o u l d  t ur n  a ba rrel of crude oil int o 
nv l ons and rayons ,  silky smoot h  and feminine, modern 
a�d  ode r l e s s . Be 1 t  t he s l ight pressure o f  suppo r t  
hose o n  my legs o r  t he caress o f  a l ong s l ip on my 
th i ghs . I am i n  love with t hose s mooth mol ded and 
seamless unde rgarments . 
But so met i mes t here ari ses a prob l e m .  Those s i lky 
smooth bras j ust don ' t  seem to have t he hugging power 
needed t o  support a pai r  of rat her heavy inserts , and 
somehow it j ust i s n ' t feminine to be dragging up  on 
your bra off your belly al l the time. To solve this 
dilemma I embarked on a search f or a bra that would 
support my purchased assets firmly and in comfort. 
Since I use a pair of mastectomy inserts <aha, hi-tech 
aga i n )  what better place to look than at mast ectomy 
bras. But a l as the y  don ' t seem to be made in my 
abundant si ze, so it was of f to the Tri-Ess Shopping 
Guide . I soon had written l et t ers to every suppl ier of 
femin i ne undergarments from Lane Bryant to Omar the 
Tentmaker . Upon c l eaning out the o l d  P . O .  box <under 
the glare of an annoyed postmaster J and carting away 
the resultant mass of circulars, catalogs and come - ens 
I began the Search For The Perfect Bra. 
As I spent many hours gaz i ng at scant ily clad wome n ,  a 
not unpleasant past i me  in itself, I happil y  compared 
band thickness, color , lacy adornment, fabr i c ,  strap 
placeme nt and ot her f actors and emerged with a 
sc i e ntif ic conc l u s i on .  Lane Bryant had a half price 
sale on Playtex 18 hour bras t hat looked pretty good , 
so they won hands down . 
I soon received the goods and, lo a nd beho l d ,  it hugged 
right, supported well and left me with my hands free to 
do something bes ides adjust my bra . But it a l s o  d i d  
somet hing else. It sme l led. The darn t hing was made 
of real, honest to goodness rubber ; a heady, pungent 
odor that took JllE! back t hrough t he years . There I 
st ood once again before my mot her ' s  midd l e  dresser 
drawer, happily extracti ng one of her bras to take away 
for my own use ·wh i l e  the fami ly  was away for t he day. 
It was a heavy duty, industria l strength garment, 
provi d i ng the ki nd of t he support needed by Carr i e  
Nation · as she wielded her mass i ve axe against a sol i d  
mahogany bar i n  a d e n  o f  i n i quity. Were it to be made 
of brass instead of the fru it  of t he rubber tree it 
wou l d  have not been out of place adorni ng a robust 
viking matron upon the stage of the Metropo litan Opera ; 
c i rcled in uncountab l e  concentr i c  rings of stitching 
running inexorably to the pointed ce nter of  the cup. 
always had to f ight the urge to paint a red c ircl e  i n  
the center of that target , but common sense won out 
every time. 

( CONTINUED , PAGE 1 9 )  
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NAT I ONA L P U B L I CAT I ON R EV I EW 

NEW PUBL I CAT I ON ON REL I G I ON 
TRANSGENDERED FA I RYTALE 
SEQUEL TO DR . RUDD BOOK 

b y  Kymberl e i gh R i chards, 
Person <Jho Reads All the Kai l 

FROH CDS 
PLANNED 

Lee Frances, who is  news l et ter editor of  t h e  Beta Ch i 
Chapt er of Tri- Ess , has st arted  3 second , inde pendent 
news l e tter for C hr ist ians who are c oncerned a bout t be 
confl ict se t up be t we e n  ,::rossdresse r s  and e st a b l i s hed 
Chr i st ianit y .  The f irst i ssue o f  " Grace and Lace" 
dea l s  w i t h  some o f  t he misapprehensions we e mbrace 
a l ong t his l ine of t hought.  Lee has stated tha t  t here 
wi l l  be no me mberships , fees, or dues c harged to 

. receive t h e  publ i cat i on. < P. O . Box 68 1 6 2 ,  J ackson MS 
39286 ) 

« -- »  
Our friend and advertiser Vernon Porter has J ust 
re l eased a comprehensive l ist of t he many d i f fe rent TV 
publications he carries . There are more t han t hree 
dozen f i ction t i tles list ed, as well as magazines, 
newspapers, and videos. Those who are already on t he 
cata log ma i l ing list should have already received the 
brochure . . . I 'm sure you can also get one if  you send 
a stamped, self -addressed # 1 0  enve lope. < Vernon ' s  
Specia l t ies ,  386-CT Moody St . , Wa l t ham MA 0 2 1 5 4 ) 

« - - »  
I •  m happy to say that " Gender Express i ons", a s  hoped, 
has kept its  radi ca l  orientat i o n .  We rece i ved the 
Spring 1990 i ssue a f ew days after last month ' s  column 
went to press , and I f ound that once aga i n, J anet Lynn 
Chri ston and her sta f f  have managed t o  say a lot of 
things that needed to be sai d .  I espec ial l y  
appreciated her editor i al o n  o u r  publ ic image ; it 
should be required reading for al l member s  of t he TG 
community ! 
In addition, this first ann i versary issue of Ge nX 
incl udes articles on t he problems created by try ing to 
fit people int o stat i st ica l ly " average "  stereotyped 
image , a reprint of the standard quest ionnaire used by 
most of the establi shed ge nder programs around the U. S .  
< w i t h  well-deserved cr i t i cism) , and an extremely angry 

farewe l l  from an obvi ous l y  disi l l us i oned Jan  Redbear . 
Check their ad elsewhere in this  issue for subscription 
info. 

« - - ) )  

Creat i ve Design Services has published a rather un i q ue 
book ti t l ed " The Story of Fl uff the Bunny", wh ich 
explains transgendered behav i or in fairytale f orm . The 
reader follows the title chara=ter in search of an 
answer to his internal conf l icts . Bot only could this 
book be useful in expla i n i ng TGi sm to chi l dren, it is 
also entertaining for adu lt readers as well . See CDS ' 
ad for ordering inf ormation. 

«--) ) 
The seque l to Dr . Peggy Rudd ' s " Xy Husband Wears My 
Clothes" is scheduled to be publi shed September l .  
T i tled "Crossdressi ng With Dignit y :  The Case for 
Transcend ing Gender Lines", th i s  book addresses the 
emotions that surface as crossdressers move out of the 
stereotyp i c a l  gender roles of society . Dr . Rudd bas 
based t h i s  book on t he f indi ngs of a survey she 
conducted ear l ier t his year to which over 8 0 0  
crossdressers responded. < S l 0. 95 + ! 1.5 0 postage and 
hand ling to PX Pub l i shers, 1 8 1 1 Crutchf i eld, Katy TX 
77449 ) 

« -- ) )  
The latest Sandy Thomas novel < Classics # 1 8 ) is c alled 
" Near Mi ss" , which answers the burning question : I n  a 
small town , where everyone knows e veryone el se ' s 
business, how does a mot her change her son into her 
daughter wi thout everyone knowing? The answer reveals 
a great deal about how att i t ude rel ates to passing, and 
how much people bury themse l ves in their o wn a f f airs t o  
t h e  exclus i on of everyt h i ng e l se around them. Use t he 
order f orm elsewhere i n  " Cross- Talk" , or send Sandy a 
stamped, self -addressed envelope f or a comp lete l ist o f  
available t itles. 

PLEASE TELL A FRIEND ABOUT 

" [ R O S S - T R L K • 
AND ASK THEH TO SUBSCR I BE !  



s . o .  T H E R E 1 

A DAUGHTER ' S  FEEL I NGS 

b y  "Tee" 
< fro m " Outreach" ) 

My Dad , known to you as Dia ne .  asked me to · wr i te a 
l etter a bout our fami l y .  l,ben I a ske d  h i m what to sa y . 
he s i mp l •1 sa i d  " Sa y  it l ike 1 t  i ,i; . " Hm=, where do I 
sta r t? I need to say t hat my parents were dif ferent 
t han most of  mv friends ' fam ilie s in manv wavs . My 
mo ther , who pa;;sed a way l a s t  year , was ,:a t h o l  1c and my 
Dad is a Bapt 1 st . . . a mi xed marr i age to st art with . 
Our family val ues are  bui l t  on t hree very strong 
belie f s :  God ,  Fam i ly  and Country . 
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Th e  one quest ion Dad asked me to addr ess is how b i s 
cr ossdress i ng has aff ec ted my brot hers Ken , D . J . , and 
I .  I c a n  only say t hat the parent s we have bad are t he 
kind t hat other kids wish they had. I f  cr ossdress i ng 
made Dad the person he is, the n  I am all for it. 
I don ' t believe that my Dad has �he same ideas as some 
o f the pe ople I have seen on TV where their k i ds call 
t hem " Auntie" when they are dressed. Dad wou l d  have a 
maj or pro blem with tha t and so would we . Being a 
crossdresser does not make Dad who he is . 
When Mom and Dad left home to go out , he never left the 
house dressed . He always dressed in the van so as to 
not run into anyone they might know .  That was my 
mother ' s  biggest fear . As for my friends , they are 
cool and would understand <I hope l . If someone found 
out , I don ' t think t hey would intentionally try t o  hurt 
us directly or indirect ly .  
We could bring f riends home at any time without any 
fear of what we might f ind. I cannot remember seeing 
Dad only partly dressed . Xaybe t hat is what made his 
femi nine side so real and not ugly . He takes pr i de i n  
who he is. We never saw him a s  Diane except a t  times 
when we a 1 1  agreed that "she" shou ld be there .  It was 
only a few times a year and only f or short periods. I 
IDUst say , he d i d  not mind i f  we poked a l i ttle fun at 
him.  When we d id, though, it was w i t h  respect,  not to 
ridicule. You need a sense of humor if one is going to  
understand just how t o  accept that whi c h  is, at best, 
d i fficult . 
I am sixteen years old . At no t i me  i n  my life has 
Dad ' s crossdressing ever interfered wit h  our family 
life .  Someday, I hope that all kids wi l l  have strong 
famil ies j ust like ours . I can think of no higher 
honor or pra i se that we can g i ve ·Mom and Dad than to 
.make them as proud of us as we are of t hem. 

F A S H I O N NOTE BOOK  • • •  C O N T I N U E D  

The "Nat ural" woman is ta l l  and " athlet i c" with 
wi de-set . eyes and squar ish j aw;  she ' s friend l y  and 
informa l .  A mix-and-match wardrobe cf all kinds of 
sportswear, boots and leather , skirts and sweaters , 
tail ored suits , or unconstructed j ackets is ideal for 
her . She wears nubb y ,  natural and handwoven f abr ics ,  
tweeds , subt l e  plaids , checks, paisleys, large pr i n ts 
and solids well , but should avoid shiny f abrics. 
Typ ica l Natural types are Farrah Fawcett, Sarah 
Ferguson, Duchess cf York and Katharine Hepburn. 
The " Gamine" is pet i te < but compact and 
well-proportioned , rather than delicat e >  with a pix ie 
face ,  youthful appearance and a friendly , bubbly 
personal ity . She l ooks best i n  clean straight l i nes 
and nattv details in cl othing : contrasti ng buttons ; 
pat c h  poc ket s ;  t ies or vests in pro portion wit h  her 
body ; and cr isp, rather than draped fabrics .  L ight 
weight f abrics w i th a mat te fin i sh create the snappy , 
we l l -pressed look that suits her . Sharp tweeds, small 
defind print s, evenly-spaced stripes , chec ks and sma l l 
geomet r i cs all work we l l. 
Examples ·o f Gami nes are G o l die Hawn, J une Allyson and 
J udy Carne . 
Femi nine clothes with gently curved l i nes and a c r isply 
bouffant or sof t l y  draped silhouette best c omplement 
the curvy " Romantic" figure . . .  espec i all y  in sof t ,  
luxur i ous f abrics with a sheen . A ro mantic's st r i k i ng 
color i ng allows her to dress theatr ically, as l ong as 
she doesn ' t  overdo it. Exaggera t e d  styles and 
sophist icated prints are f ine, but they must be 
femin i ne. 
Liz Tay l or ,  J aclyn Smith ,  Marilyn Monr oe, Zsa Zsa Gabo r 
and Delta Burke a re good examples . 

0 U R  l 0 R I U E R l I C E N S E S ? 
B R O  I D E R ! 

by car:olyn W. 
< from ETVC newsletter > 

One quest ion tha t seems to surface f r o m  time t o t i me i s  
whether t here is a way t o  have t wo dr i ver ' s  l i ce nses , 
one ma l e  and o ne female. I ' m  not t alking abo ut 
exc hang i ng your o ld one f o r  a license with your f e mme 
name on it afte r you ha ve f i l led out the c ha nge of na me 
f orms , but having t wo at the same t ime .  
I t  i s  phys i cally poss i ble t o  have t wo dr i ve r ' s 
l i censes , but it is i l l e gal in Ca lif or nia a nd if you 
get caught you could be in serious t r o ub le. The state 
vehic l e  code speci f ies t hat " no person sha ll have in 
his or her possession or otherwise under his or her 
control more than one dr i •,er ' s  l icense . "  Ha v i ng t wo is 
a m isdemeanor punisha b le by up to six mon t hs i n  j a i l  
and u p  t o  a $ 1 0 0 0  f ine , or both . I t  i s  a l so a seperat e  
misdemeanor t o  obtain a license with false i nformat ion 
<such as c laimi ng a lost license to get a n ot her one , or 
pretend ing not to have ever had one ) . Beyond all this , 
the Department of Motor Vehicl es can refuse to renew 
your original license if you get caught try i ng to get 
another in a femme name . 
Giving f alse information also puts you i n  danger o f 
being prosecuted f or perjury,  a felony . Of fer i ng false 
document s to be recorded in officia l records , in th i s 
case DMV files , a l so makes you guilty of a felony. 
State prison time is poss ible on convi ction of these 
kinds of crimes. 
I f  you want to shop en femme , pay cash or show your one 
and only driver ' s  license . If you get stopped by a 
pol i ce officer you had better have only one license . 
He has seen crossdressers before , unl ess he is an 
extremel y  green rookie , and won ' t care . . . 
crossdressing is legal . 
I t  is i mportant for al l of us to put our crossdress ing 
activ ities in perspective. If hav i ng a l icense as a 
woman is that i mportant to you, then c ons ider the legal 
step of changing your name on your l·icense to a female 
name .  Staying on the right side of the law means you 
w i ll get to continue to enj oy your personal freedom, 
inc luding your freedom to dress as you choose . 

. C R O S S - T R L K " H O T L I N £ :  

( 8 1 8 ) 7 6 2 - 7 6 5 9 

Even , regular facia'l feat ures , medium coloring and a 
well- proportioned body typ i f y  t he "Classic" woman. 
who's always poised , well-groomed and elegant . She 
avoids extremes of fashion yet stays up- t o-date in a 
conservat i ve way ,  adopting the latest l ook after it ' s 
establ ished. Her ha l l marks are sof t , st raight lines 
and i l!llllaculately tailored clot hes in fine cot tons, 
mi ddle- o f - the-road prints < i n small to medium des i gns 
in any evenly- repeati ng pattern) .  Fabrics may be s hiny 
or matte ,  but not too heavy . 
For examp les,  think cf D iahann Carroll, Betty Ford, 
Bet sy Bloomingda le and Nancy Reaga n .  

Tania Volen 
200 Main St. 

Tennent, N .J. 0n63 
201-920-3400 

Publisher 
of 

The TAANSVESTIAN 
(12 issues - S20.00) 

FEMANINE 
(12 issues - $30.00) 
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THE OUTREACH I NSTITUTE 
Presents 

THE 1 6th ANNUAL FANTASIA FAIR 

When : OCTOBER 1 2-21 , 1 990 Where :  PROVINCETOWN, MASS 
FANTASIA FAIR  IS FOR; 

Learning Confidence Fun 
Crossdressers (TVs, TSs,  TGs) Spouses & Friends 

A UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY TO LIVE, LEARN AND EXPLORE DIVERSE 
ASPECTS OF ALTERNATIVE G ENDER LIFE STYLES 

Seminars 
Going Public 
Legat Aspects 
Health Issues 
Sociological Aspects 
Lifestyles 
Special  Guest Seminar 
Partners 
Fashion & Modeling 

Major Events 
Ladies Night 
Town & Gown Supper 
Fashion Show 
Outreach Banquet 
Fan/Fair Foll ies 
Fantasy Ball 
The Awards Banquet 
Pool Party 

Activities 
Whale Watch 
Kite Fly Picnic 
Open House Party 
House Parties 
Sunday Brunches 
Church 
Video Party 
Doing Your Thing 

Workshops 
Couples 
Personal Development 
Fashion & Beauty 
Speech Improvement 
Beauty Fair 
Fashion Fair 
Color Image 
Encounters 

AND MANY MANY MORE 

ENJOY NINE NIGHTS AND TEN DAYS IN B EAUTIFUL PROVINCETOWN 

RELEASING THE WOMAN WITHIN 

COME TO THE FAIR  - AN EXPERIENCE TO REMEMBER 
For FAIR i nformation contact : 

FANTASIA FAIR 

LINCOLNIA STATION, POB 1 1254 

ALEXANDRIA. VA. 22312 

S O A P BOX  • • • C O N T I N U E D  

wou l d  be persecuted f or display ing  any mi x of 
mascu l i ne and femi n i ne i nc l i nat i ons . However , f i x i ng a 
who l e  soc iety i s  far more d i f f i cu l t  t han adj ust i ng 
some of t he i nd i v i dua ls wi t h i n  it . 
Theref ore , i f  our sisters are dyi ng anyway . . .  due t o  
repeated frust rat i on o �  t he ir  quest t o  l ive as t he y  
fee l they shou ld . . .  what i s  t h e  l oss , i f  the med i c a l  
commun i t y  were to  grant them what i t  i s  able ? 

The c urrent s i t ua t i on won ' t  change unt i l  those a f f ec t ed 
demand a change . . .  and wi t hho l d  the i r  support ( read 
that !SS ) t o  make it st ick . I t ' s another case of  our 
Commu n i t y  needing to  f i nd out who are our rea l f r ie nds , 
and c onduc t i ng our bus i ness wi t h  t hem. 

Late break i ng news : The U . S .  Depart me nt of Hea l t h ,  
Educat i on and We l f are i s  cons i de r i ng a ban o n  the 
manufacture , sa l e , and/or possessi on of shoes hav i ng 
hee l s  h i gher than 1 �  i nches . The rat i ona le  i s  that  
f oot problems are  not  o n l y  cos t i ng t he economy M I LL I ONS 
of do l lars each year , but that people  are ge t t i ng 
cranky from hav i ng sore feet and tak i ng it out on 
i nnocent bystander s ,  and even fami l y  members ,  t hrough 
ac t s  of V I OLENCE . Anyt h i ng t ha t  wi l l  he l p  reduce t he 
leve l of v i o lence i n  our soc i e t y ,  they say , HAS t o  be a 
good i de a . 
What  do you t h i nk? P l ease send your comment s  t o  
" Cross-Ta l k" , P . O .  Box 944 , Wood l and H i l l s CA 9 1 367 . 
The Sept e mber " Vax Popu l i "  co l umn wi l l  conta i n  excerpt s 
from responses rece i ved . 

TAG  • • •  C O N T I N U E D  

t o  hear about i t . I f  you want t o  t h i nk o f  yourse l f  as 
de f ec t i ve ,  f i ne . I happen t o  t h i nk t hat  we are . . .  a l l  
e l se be i ng equa l . . .  extraordi nary . 
S i nce  t here is no such t h i ng as Ut op i a , j ust how shou l d  
we obta i n  a guarantee aga i nst d i scr i mi nat i on? We l l ,  we 
a lready have the mode l . There are laws which  ban 
d i sc r i mina t i on on the basi s  of race , re l ig i on ,  age , 
sex , sexua l or ientat i o n .  A l l  we need t o  see happen i s  
t he add i t i on of  ' gender or i enta t i o n '  t o  the l i st .  Of 
course ' a l l '  imp l ies  s i mp l i c i t y ,  but not necessar i l y 
ease . As my act ing t eacher used to say ( and proba b l y  
st i l l  says ) , " Act i ng i s  s i mp l e . I t ' s  not easy , i t ' s  
s i mp l e . "  

[ Anne B lackwood , f ounder of TAG ( Transvest i t e  Act i on 
Group ) , can be contacted a t  P . O .  Box 125 1 ,  Beve r l y  
H i l l s  C A  902 13- 1 25 1 . l 

HELP "CROSS-TALK " GROW ! ! 
* * *  A S K  A FR I END T O  S U B S C R I B E 
* * *  R ENEW  Y O U R  S U B S C R I PT I ON P R OM PT LY  
* * *  AS K  Y O U R  FAV O R I T E  R E S O U R C E  T O  A DV E R T I S E 
* * *  T E L L  O U R  A DV E RT I S E R S  Y O U  R E A D  T H E I R  A O  
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THE ADVENTURES OF KAREN 

KARl:N ,!).,NO �EE.,S+\Of'PI IJ 6  
� A �� , "D I SC-US� 
T1Z.ANSGe-1-1Des;rert> 'R\ GHT6 • • •  

I.VI-\A-Y- wg- R.e"Al.4.Y Ne'ED 
1t) DO I S  MAKE: !'-\ORE 

PEOPLE AWAfl.E ! 
C 1M0"11 !<A-£EIJ1 FPCE tTf 
We" DON'r HA\le" At,J'f 
RIGHTS AT AU.! 

P LA Y I N G I T  S A F E • • •  C O N T I N U E D . 

use whe n  i n  a potent i a l  danger  s i tuat i on ,  ma l e s  don ' t 
use . The f ee l i ng of i nvu l nerabi l i t y  whi c h  comes wi t h  
be i ng ra i sed as  a ma l e  i s  typica l ly ra i sed , makes i t  
hard t o  l ook at  t h i ngs l ike dark st reet s  and back 
roads , and yes , open ground f l oor wi ndows and see t he m  
a s  potent i a l  danger areas . 
Let ' s  start using our bra i ns and some God g i ve n  
parano i a  t o  s e e  dange r areas . Some t i ps :  
* D o  check your car f o r  unwanted passengers be f ore you 

get i n .  
* Don ' t l eave wi ndows and odors open a t  n i ght . 
* Do kee p  your purse w i t h  you a t  a l l t i mes . 
* Don ' t wa l k  i n  un l i ghted areas unl ess you are 

escorted . 
* Do wa l k  i n  a ca l m, conf ident manner at a l l  t i mes . 
* Don ' t re l y  on weapons of any sort except your wits . 
* Do wat c h  where you are go i ng .  Pay at tent ion  t o  your 

surround i ngs . 
* Don ' t f orge t  t o  l ock  doors when you leave . home , 

car or wha t e ve r . 
I f  you ge t caught i n  a st i cky s i t uat i o n :  
* D o  rema i n  ca l m . 
* Don " t go crazy at t he f i rst s i gn of t rouble . 
* Do try  t o  t a l k  your way out of anyt h i ng !  
* Don " t hes i t a t e  t o  g i ve u p  your cash , your keys or 

cr.edi  t cards . 
* Do act quick l y  and w i t hout war n i ng i f  you have t o  

act . D o  s o  wi t h  a l l  your powe r !  
* Don ' t pan i c .  Use your bra i n .  I t ' s  your best weapon 

whe n your l i fe i s  on  t he l i ne . 
Use these h i nt s .  Read women " s  magazines f or more h i nt s  
of  t h i s  sort . Tra i n  your se l f . Eyes ope n , keep 
wat c h i ng everyt h i ng ,  and be c a l m .  Th i s  way you ' 1 1  
avo i d  99S of t he potent ia l hazards out there . I n  a bad 
spot , you are your on l y  hope ! Stay a l ert . Stay 
po i sed . Don ' t pan i c !  Don ' t do anyt h i ng stupid .  Be 
safe . Be happy . Be f ree . 

: . .  ' �- ' 

�- · .. :·: ..... . 

. SUITE *2 

- - 13837 VENTURA BLVD. -. -

· '. . SHERMAN OAKS, CA· 91423 . ' . . 
995-7 195 

OPEN MON. ·. FRI. 12:00-6:00 PM 
SAT: I t :00 AM-8:00 PM 

by KAREN ANN MICHAELS 

'eoT ��, SOl"IE"ll-\ l N E>  
U J!.E 1"'r-V'-1 TAK..E=$ A 

LOT" OF MONEY! 

VOX  P O P U L I • • •  C O N T I N U E D 

splash of co l or f u l  c loth i ng ,  a dar i ng out f i t , or a 
makeup technique that others wish they cou l d  try but 
are afra i d  t o .  They don ' t speak of " whys" but of 
pos i t ive things . Thi ngs " she" wou ld  l ove to t a l k  
about . Where d i d  you get those shoes? Have you t r ied 
t hat new na i l  po l i sh? I l ove your earrings , where d i d  
y o u  get t hem? 
This is an a l l  t ogether person . A person who doesn ' t  
rea l i ze he i s  " dressed" . He I S  she . She t ru l y  enj oys 
that side of his persona l i t y  wi thout ana l yz i ng .  And 
she ' s fun to be wi t h .  
She ' s  pleasant , k i nd ,  t houghtful , de l ight f u l , and 
femi n i ne .  Some things men in drag can ' t seem t o  do . 
Oh yes , t hey  have on a dress and a wig ,  but t he y  sit  
l ike truck dr i vers , talk l ike san i tat i on workers , wa l k  
l ike footba l l  p layers and dress l ike rej ects from t he 
Sa lva t i on Army store . The refuse to shave t he i r  l egs 
but i ns i st on wear ing sheer nyl ons wi t h  showing garter 
be lts . They put on beaut i f u l  perfume but i ns i st on 
smoking a p i pe or sme l l y  c i gars . They wear nice 
j ewe lry ,  but wouldn ' t t h i nk of  washing the i r  f i nger 
na i ls .  What rung of the l adder are they on? 
They have every r i ght to  be who they are , and be on 
the i r  own rung . But does it sound l ike they have a l l  
the i r  " whys" ? Remember we have cho ices t o  cont i nua l l y  
wonder who a nd why we are , or j ust accept i t  and start 
hav i ng fun . I f i rml y be l ieve those who str i ve t o  l ook 
the i r  best and take pr i de in  how they dress , appl y 
t he i r  makeup and are aware of the i r  femi n i ne s i de are 
more happy with who t hey are and e ither have a l l  t he ir 
" whys" answered , or don ' t need t o  have them answered 
and are happy i n  who they are . 
But I a lso be l ieve that those who don " t try , who don ' t 
care what t hey  look l ike , who are abrasive and ma i nta i n  
t he i r  avert mascul ine side even when they are dressed 
as a woman,  have much d i f f icul t y  in  get t i ng the answers 
t o  " why" . The easiest solut ion is t a  f orget the " whys" 
and start accept i ng who you are . Once you are happy , 
you wi l l  start t o  not ice that p i nk looks nice on you , 
that s lacks are very st y l i sh and h i de l egs t ha t  can ' t 
be shaven . Or that na i l  pol ish of ten br i ghtens up a 
strong hand whi ch shouldn ' t be apo l og i zed f or because 
he makes a l i v i ng as a car mechan i c . But what ' s  
happe n i ng is  t hat  the person now accepts what he i s ,  
star t s  t o  work with h i s  assets instead o f  j ust 
e x i st i ng .  
I f  we can o n l y  learn t o  ask t he " whys , hows ,  and whe ns" 
for on l y  10 mi nutes , then drop the quest i ons and start 
l earn i ng t o  l ove who we are , we might enj oy f i ndi ng out 
we are a pretty girl who deserves t o  be happy .  We 
mi ght be f ortunate and ga i n  many f un f i l led years of  
f r i l l s ,  sme l ls and l ove wh ich wou ld  otherwise be wasted 
on quest i ons which can ' t be answered . 
Lave yourse l f . Remember you choose what rung of t hat 
ladder you want t o  stand o n .  
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Y E L L O W  P A G E S  U P D A T E 

As part of " Cross- Talk" s expansion into the na t ional 
comJDu n i ty, the " Yel l ow Pages" is being redesigned to 
become a totally regional resource gui de .  
The new " Southern California Yell ow Pages" will be 
published t wice a year , in March and September. We are 
presently reconf i rm i ng all known resources in the Los 
Angeles metropolitan area ; the September edition will 
contain o nly those resources that have appeared either 
in t he Apri l edition, or in the J une and J u l y  issues of 
" Cross-Talk" . 
Subscribers with any existing version of the "Yel low 
Pages" will find it accurate through next spring,  
provided all updates were added.  
Those subsc r ibers w i th a "*" code after their number 
<on the top line of the mail ing l abe l >  will 

automati cally receive the new edition of the "Ye l low 
Pages" in September and March . Subscribers in Southern 
Californ ia will have the option oI adding the new 
vers i on to t heir subscription at the i r  next renewal. 
The March 199 1 edition wil l  be made a va i lable to 
existing subscribers at a nominal cost .  
Addit i onal questions may be d i rected t o  t he 
" Cross- Talk" hotline at ( 8 1 8 ) 762-765 9 . 

F R OM S AN D Y  T H OMA S 

0V FICTIONCU\SSICS J I ,.._, 
�··· 

"NEAR MISS" 
�·s molh8f wan ted  a O:.tq11ef 

but Cll1tv twirl 8 !iOf'I She had an idea. 

S E ND A S . A . S . E .  FOR L I S T  OF A VA I L AB L E  T ! T L E S . 
PLEASE SEND THE FOLLOWING: 

( ) GOING A HROAD 
( ) DRESSED TO DANCE 
( ) FLIGIIT OF FANCY 

7.00 
7.00 
7.00 
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NEW 
NEW 

I I N EA R M ISS # 1 8  7.00 NEW 
Fi rst class m;iil shipping- 1 .00 per book. (3.00 maximum) 
Total order -AMOUNT ENCLOSED 
Make checks payatilc to: SANDY TIIOM
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P.O. Hox 1 327, STUDIO CITY, CA 91614 
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City _______ 
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PA RT  TW O  

by Chr 1•t 1 e  Lea 
< t ro:m " F i esta ! " ne ws l e t t e r )  

I n  Part 1 I listed some of the equ ipment t hat mig ht 
prove helpf u l  in shooting good port r a its of  our 
femi nine sides . 
Now it is t ime t o  get down to t he fun part - t a ki n g  
beautifu l portra i ts o f  your femme ha l f . 
One very helpful wa y to get started i s  to pull out a n v  
ot her photos you might have of yourse l f  as a woman . 
Cri t i que t hese me rciless l y .  I f  they are not too 
f l attering - why? I f  something in these photos J ars c� 
t he senses - what exactly is it? What are t he good 
po ints? 
I have found that ma k i ng not ati ons directly on the 
photo with a fine tip felt pen is a great aid in 
improvi ng fut ure portrait s. Circle what you don ' t 
like, anything that doesn ' t  seem just right . Nose 
l ooks too big ,  shoulders too broad, bice ps too b i g, too 
much body hair, etc .  
Then go through and find the good po int s. Pretty -= yes. 
good smile, that wig works we ll  with my face , nice 
legs , · etc. 
Now t he trick is to simply accentua t e  the good po ints 
whil e  experimenting in how you can eliminate, or at  
l east reduce the emphas i s  on the bad points . 
This crit iquing should be an ongoing ,  continuous 
procedure.  Scrutinize all your photos, from every 
photo session . In this way yoµ are able to learn from 
your mistakes and e l imi n·ate them. Wit h a little 
pract i ce you wi ll  soon discover all sort s  of t ricks 
that will lead to better photos . 
For example, so-one with a l arge nose wil l find that a 
shot taken with you l ooking more or less di rectly at 
the camera w i ll reduce its apparent s i ze. Be ing 
b lessed with a prominent proboscis . I learned early to 
avoid anything close to a profile shot. A little bit 
of dark contour makeup blended into the top of the nose 
w i l l  a l so he l p  in giving the impression of smal l er 
size .  This  trick works well on all sorts  of proble m 
areas. Remember that a s l i ghtly darker area will 
appear to recede , while a br ighter area will be 
accented and seems to proj ect . 
Thus, with a l i ttle t ime and pract ice, one can reduce 
t he appearance of not o n l y large noses , but j utting 
chins, puffy cheeks ,  j owls , etc. Be careful  not t o  
overdo the contouring however ! !  Once this tr i ck i s  
perfected,  it can be used anyt ime you get dol led up 
it works just as well on the street as it does in front 
of a camera. 
Another feature that torments most crossdressers i s  the 
problem of excess i vely large shoulders and upper arms. 
It is hard to proj ect as a pet i te , sweet l itt l e  thing 
when you are bui lt l ike a fu llback .  
This problem c a n  also be reduced i n  your photos. 
First , your choice of an outfit is very important. 
Avoid clothing that draws attention to your shoulde rs . 
Such items as tank tops, s leeve less blouses , strap 
dresses, etc, while being very nice to wear , j ust don ' t 
make it with big , brawny shou l ders . Instead, look for 
outfits with sof t f l owing sleeves. The softness will 
camouf lage your shoulders while  at the same time 
proj ecting femininity . Shoulder pads bui lt into 
b l ouses and dresses have become a hot fashi on item in 
the l ast few years . This is perfect for us , as these 
pads very effective l y  hide l arge or broad shoulders. 
When taking your photo, avoid a ful l,  face on view o f  
t he torso . A very seductive pose can be achieved by 
turni ng one arm toward the camera , then looking over 
the shou lder. Any positi on in which the shoulders are 
prese nted at an angle to the camera wil l  help diminish 
t heir apparent size and w idth. 
Large . hairy arms are a problem that can be so l ved 
s imply by sticking to those dresses or b louses with 
long sleeves. Short of act ual ly shav i ng your arms .  
there i s  not much you can do i f  you are excessively 
hirsute. Bleaching and t rimJDing help , but if overdone 
can cause problems in your male role. Fortunatel y ,  
there are a lot of reall y  gorgeous fashions today t ha t  
use long s l eeve s .  
I f  vou have hands l i ke a pair o f  catcher' s mitts , vou r  
be st bet i s  t o  t r y  to discrete l y  keep t hem out o f  t he 
picture .  Be careful  t o  maintain a natural pos i tion , 
t hough you want your bands out of the way, but you 

( CON T I N U E D , P A G E  1 9 )  
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BON U S  CARTOON #1 : T H I S  O R I G I N A L  C A R T OO N  W A S  SE N T  T O  U S  B Y  K R I S T E N  L .  I N  S A N  D I E G O . 

I T  O R I G I NA L L Y  A P P E A R E D  I N  T H E  M A Y  " N E U T R A L  C O R N E R "  N E W S L E T T E R . 

Y O U R  C O N TR IB U T I O N S  TO 1 1 C R O S S- T A L K 1 1  A R E  ,\L WA Y S  W E L C O M E , T O O ! 

S E E  P AG E  1 8  F O R  G U I D E L I N E S . 

H E L P  P I O N E E R  H O M E  B Y  S U B S C R I B I N G T O  

" C R O S S - T A L K " t 

The whole idea started right before the P ioneer Home 
benefit at the Queen Mary at the end of June . R i chard 
O'Rell , our very own pi llar of human itarianism who 
never seems to run out of energy to ra i se funds to keep 
the aforementioned A I DS hospice goi ng , rema rked to the 
editor of th i s  lit tle newsletter < Kymberleigh) that the 
one commodity Pioneer Home never has enough of i s  
bleach. 
You see , bleach is about t he only cleani ng product that 
kil l s  the A I DS virus. So they wash everything . . .  from 
bed l inens to eating utensils . . .  in the stuff. And 
that means they use a lot of it. 
Well, that got Kym" s brain runni ng in h i gh gear. How 
to keep a steady supply of such a s i mp le, easy to 

obtain, yet v ital commod i t y  goi ng into Pionee r  Home ? 
The answer : Donate it ,  on a regular basis, in l arge 
quant i t y . 
So , from now until the end of the year , for every new 
or renewed "Cross- Talk" subscri pt ion we receive , we ' l l  
donate a gallon of bleach to Pioneer Home. I t •  s that 
s i mple : You get a mont hly dose of news i tems, 
commentaries , articles from crossdressing groups around 
the country, " how-to" tips, cartoons, etc . And Pioneer 
Home will be able t o  spend less of the i r  limi ted 
f inanc i a l  resources on bleach . 
Seems to us that everybody wins on t h i s  deal 

" Cross- Ta l k" CONF I DENT I AL SUBSCR I BER I NFORMAT I ON FORM 

Ma i  1 i ng Name 

Ma i l i ng Address 

C i t y St ate 

Femme Name 

Z i p  

I a m  orde r i ng :  [ )  " Cross- Ta l k" subscr i pt i on ( $ 1 8 /yr . ) 

Ma i l  t o :  

[ J  " Southern Ca l i f orn i a  Ye l l ow Pages" ( $ 2 /yr . ) 
[ J " Best of  Cross- Ta l k ,  Vo l ume 1 "  ( $ 5 )  

" Cr oss- Ta l k" 
P . O .  Box 9 4 4  
Woodl and H i l l s ,  CA 9 1 365 

< P l e ase make c he c k  or mone y orde r  paya b l e  to Kymbe r l e i gh R i c hards . ) 
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BON U S  CARTOON #2 : W HY T H E RE I S  A R I GH T T IME AND A W RONG T I M E T O  REV E A L  Y O U R  
TR ANSGENDE RED BEHA V I O R T O  Y O U R  P A RENTS • • •. 

F A I T H & G E ND E R  CONTINUED 

realized that before there were the �Titings , Abrah&m 
knew God. I began to touch -heart s  with t he authors of 
scripture , to share with the� my hope in my social 
context . I struggled with J ob who asked God "why me, 
what have I done wrong?" I felt Paul ' s concern as he 
wrote to the young churches and tried to get peop l e  to 
act respons i bly and t o  get i nvo l ved . I thought of my 
gender support group and of the church that I had 
past ored . I agonized with J esus when he confronted the 
scribes and the phar i sees as they defended the i r  
terr i t ory , and I f e l t  h i s  agony as he suffered because 
they knew the rules and the writings, and he knew God. 
It became necessary t or me to proselytize and convert 
the unbel leve rs. Thoughts about J udgement , salvation 
and heaven became i rrelevant . I would be a fool t o  
think that the presence which as been with me 
throughout all, wou l d  desert me after death , or that 
Christ , who has been loving and supportive in l i fe, 
would be hatefu l  and c ondemn i ng af ter death . 
I thought about the gospel , a word wh ich means good 
news. lihat was the good news , and for whom was t he 
news good? My experience of presence was as available 
to me as to any other person , bird or tree . Again , a 
wr i ter had recorded J esus as saying t hat God cared for 
the birds or the air and the lilies of the field. 
concurred. The good news must be good for all people , 
I concluded. I t  was good news that Christ was present , 

loving . supporti ve and caring . I didn ' t have to se l l  
my fa i th ,  but from my hope which had now become a 
belief , I was compe l led to share hope with others .  
W i th t hese thoughts i n  mind , what does God think about 
my crossdressing or yours? I don ' t concretely know 
what God wants. There are many who are made 
uncomf ortable by our l ifestyle , who will remind us of 
the words in Deuteronomy. The author of Deuteronomy 
was certainly a human who was made uncomfortable by 
crossdressers .  Does this mean that God is 
uncomfortable? The good news is that god is w i t h  each 
of us, to the end and hopefully beyond . Rather t han 
the j udgement which is spoken of in t he wr itings , I 
have felt the love and support of Christ . 
lihat does God want us t o  do? I t ouch hearts with t he 
authors of scri pture , I share their experience of 
faith . Many of these authors come to different 
conclusions about God and what constitutes righteous 
relationship . But, there is _the common thread of hope 
becoming faith , be i ng worked out in "fear and 
tremb ling" as Paul wrote of h i s  j ourney . Actually, 
these men and wome n  know no more about what God wanted 
from them, than I know about God want s from me. Read 
the book of J ob, wh ich is the oldest book in the 
scr i ptures . L i sten as J ob cries to God " Why me ,  what 
have I done wrong?" J ob ' s friends and relat ives are 
more than willing to tell him all of the things t hat he 
has probably done wrong. In spite of J ob ' s 
ci rcumstances , he is never ab l e  to give up hope , ta 
"curse God and die" as his wife recommends . Fina l ly, 
i n  the story , God appears to J ob <the Presence ? )  and 
seems hurt by Job f or even asking the questions . God , 
in ef fect , asks J ob bow he could doubt, in light of a ll 

-------·------- ------------ - -----

that has been given to J ob and to all people? " Where 
were you when I created the mountains , fed the deer 
that walk on t hem, caused the sea to fill and the fish 
to swim?" I go back to that mountain in Kentucky , now 
in women's tennies , s lacks and a sweatshi r t ,  with my 
hai r permed , and I know that God is w i th me, and you , 
and t he birds that swoop low over the t ree tops . 
Christ likes my hai r ,  and so do I .  There i s  peace , and 
thi ngs are better . 
It is my hope that by sharing my ref l ections about 
faith ,  others may find peace as we l l . I think that God 
wants this. It will do litt le good to " Bat tle Bibles" 
with others or with yourse l f .  I f  the Bible i s  God ' s 
r ules , those of us who dress or who are gay are in s i n  
and doing something hatef u l  to  God . The words are 
c l ear . I f  the scriptures are the wr i t ings of other me n  
and women , just l ike you and me .  who have thought about 
their faith .  then be l ief can come f r om hope , as we meet 
people who are J ust like the fami l ies and friends that 
we know in our lives . There were rel i gious fanatics 
( J ohn t he Baptist > ,  there were peop le of compass i on 
<J esus ) , there were people whose sexua l desires 

dif fered from the socia l norm < Dav id > .  There were 
women <Ruth and Naom i ) who fe l t  l oved and va lued by 
God . 
This is not i ntended as syste mat i c  t h e o l ogy . I wil l be 

glad to speak to or receive letters f rom anyone who 

would like to disc uss any of my reflect i ons. Certain l y  

there are unanswered questions . Who was J esus , what i s  
salvation, i s  there a heaven and he l l .  what is sin , how 
do we know what God wants if we don ' t see the 
scr ipt ures as rules? All are leg i t i mate quest i ons and 
deserve consideration. 

"CROSS- TALIC" accept s  art i c l es for pub l i cat i o n  f r om bo t b.  
subscr i bers and non- subsc r i bers .  
P l ease use the f o l lowing guide l i nes when pre paring your 

art i c les : 
I f  you have an ! BK compatible c omputer , we can _ acc e pt 

e i ther 31," diskettes or 5"" d i sks <doub l e-sidea, � 
dou b l e-de ns i ty ) .  P l ease conver t te xt f iles to A�C I I 

format bef ore sav i ng and use the f i l e  e x t ension ". DOC" '  
when nam i ng t he file . 
We can now also accept Apple Mac i ntos h text f i l e s  on 
3 1," d i skettes . 
I f  you are using any other type of computer , word 
processor, or type wr i ter, please submit art i c l es 
a l ready printed out , scanne r -ready ( using a ne w r i bbon  
i f  poss i ble ) ,  d oubl e-spaced , with good contrast and 
without handwr i t ten cross-outs or inser t s .  
Handwri t ten artic l es are accepta b l e  but shou l d  be 
submi tted as far in advance of deadl ine as pos s i ble . 

Send your contribut i ons t o :  
" Cross- Ta l k" 
P. O .  Box 9 4 4  
Woodland Hi l l s , CA  913 6 5  

Dead l ine for artic les i s  the third Saturday of the 
month prec eding i ssue date .  
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R E A S O N  OF  B E I N G • • •  C O N T I N U E D  

g l and . A bri ef glimpse of this sacred-self , cou l d  
spark you with many psyc h i c  a bi l ities . Masters whom 
have molded t he three sel ves into a perfect being . l ive 
w ithin a serene st ate of rapture �nd b l iss called 
Godhead. Even j ust the knowledge t hat the higher-se l f  
i s  w i t hin can give wonders of beaut y and infini te 
w isdom. You can enhance your femin ine identity if you 
sincerely reach for the h i g her-self . 
I f  you are a transves t it e  or transsexual who is 
li cent i ously sexually act i ve ,  I would tend to be l ie ve 
you crossdress due to b i o l og i cal or psychological 
i.nfluences, and are hopeless l y  caged w i thin your 
lower-se l f . But, if you sense a spi ritual a f finity to 
your crossdressing, then it i s  a l most certain that you 
are who you are,  and do what you do ,  because of the 
middl e-self . I t  is t he conf lict between t he l ower and 
midd l e-self, that is the cause of much of your 
confus i on and despair . Unfortunately , t he complexities 
do not end here. Your conf l i cti ng emot ions may evolve 
from e ither side. 
So t hat you may understand your struggling, I wil l  give 
you a simple examp le :  
If  you feel a psychol ogica l root t o  your crossdressing 
and are confused , then your middle-sel f  is attempting 
to inform the lower-se lf of this abnormalit y. Your 
mi ddle-sel f  is convinced tha t  what the lower is doing 
is wrong and immoral . A union w i t h  the midd l e-self 
wou l d  not be enough for you to achieve mental peace .  
So you must rece i ve wisdom and ho l y  compass i on from the 
sacred higher-sel f !  Understand? 
But if you fee l your crossdress1 ng is due to a 
metapbys i cat incursion, then i t  is the lower-se l f  that 
w i l l  try to bring the middle-self out of its heaven and 
down t o  its  level . I t  is actua l l y  j ea l ous of your 
enlightened cross-gender essence ,  and wants to dest roy 
that whimsy .  The lower-self recognizes you are a man 
< or woman ) ,  and logicall y  deduces t ha t  you cannot · 
become a woman <or man ) in t h i s  life span! 
Nevert heless , in this case the midd l e-sel f  usual l y  wins 

B E A R DE D  LADY . . .  C O N T I N U ED 

There were ot her wonders in t hat drawe r .  Garter Ce l t s, 
g i rdles and even corsets . They were much too large for 
me at that time , but I wore them anyway . I would spend 
hours on end enj oying the illic i t  thr i ll of t hose 
wonder f ul items of appara l. I t  was some time later 
that I found the old trunk in the att ic with the 
out grown c l othes of my mot her ' s past and was abl e  to  
both wear something closer to my s ize and not have to 
worry about Mom missing something from her drawer . I 
was ab l e  to sleep in a bra if I was careful to h i de it 
in the hamper before bedt i me  and then ret urn t o  the 
bedroom in the dark so  as not to be caught. Then there 
was the old green skirt in the at t ic, upon which I made 
my first at tempt at sewing. It became one of t he 
wor l d ' s worst mini-skirts and it felt wonderful. 
Thanks to · those barons of industry and wi2ards of 
science the wor l d  has changed and syntb·etics are the 
fabric of choi ce for t he I LGWU, and I must admit  t hat 
they look and feel more femin i ne than the cotton and 
rubber of my mother's underwear dra wer. But it's 
strange , how b i -tech j ust doesn ' t  have the sta ying 
power , or the aroma, of good o l d  natural rubber . Seems 
I ' ve come fu ll circ l e .  

t he battle. That is because it is drawn nearer t o  the 
h igher-self , which is bot h masculine and femini ne .  The 
oversoul and spirit in the after-life is androgynous . 
So when you l i ve on the threshold o f .  Godhead,  you are 
uncontrolla bly urged to experience the oppos i te sex !  
Thi s is such a marvelous phenomenon o f  l i fe ,  that I ' m  
e l evat ed in spirit as I wr i te, just dreami ng of all you 
angels I wou l d  love to know and cher ish, guide and 
embrace .  
A psycho l ogist ma y  seem to ha ve all the answers , 
condensing your gender situat i on to inf l uences from 
your chi ldhood . Kost of t his cannot be confirmed. 
laughed when I was told th i s  because I ' ve experienced , 
as a young boy, the urges t o  dress as gi rl, at the age 
of six! So because of this , I have searched all 
resources for t he rea l answers to my question :  Why Am 
1 7  
As a thirty-fi ve year young mystic, 1 am a ware ,  ne i ther 
can my hypothes i s  be subst antiated . I t  is the duty of 
each i ndivi dua l to dec i de for themse l ves what thev 
percei ve the truth to be concern ing t he i r  cross-gender 
i dent i ty .  I f  you are i nc l ined to be l i e ve that your 
duality like ambitions have a spiritual foundation , 
then wha t ! · now wr i te will not be t ha t  imp laus i b l e . 
Wit h in the hi gher-se l f  exist the oversou l .  This e ntity 
is the you tha t  is i mmortal and  has lived bef ore. 
W ithin the ether of this oversou l are the Akashic 
records <bi blica l book of lif e ) . T h i s  is l ike the 
me mory bytes of a computer , possessi ng al l recorded 
events of your past- l i ves ! I t  has bee n learned t ha t  
i t ' s  poss i ble for ce rtain past-life personali ties to 
breach those et heric barriers , v i a  the higher-se l f , and 
t hen manifest w i th i n  your body and life span . I know 
t his mav be very dif ficult to be l i eve , but I sense some 
of you reading this, feel t h i s  could be the answer they 
have been seeking. 
To a l l  of you , my lovely friends , heed the messages 
from the i nner-beings . 

OWN  P HOTOG R A P H E R  • • •  C O N T I N U ED 

don ' t  want to look as if you are intentional l y  h i d ing 
them.  This tends to draw t he v i ewers eye 
subconscious l y  and they wind up wit h the fee ling that 
something is not quite right w i t h the photo .  
I f  your hands are sma ller and can be made to loo k  
f eminine, use them, by all means ! Pretty bands , or 
hands ho lding someth i ng, l ook nat ural and create a 
secondary point of i nterest whi ch can spark up a 
portrait. The use of art i ficia l fingerna i l s can be a 
marvel for your hands. Long na i l s tend to create an 
i mage of long sli m  fingers . Try to stick w i th a co l or 
that is somewhat mut ed , as colors tha t are too bright 
or f lashy attract too much attention .  Unless you have 
t he delicate hands of a concert pianist , most of us 
can ' t get away w i t h  too much scrut i ny of our hands . 
Showing lots of ny l on clad l eg can make for a very 
al l uring photo. I f  you are unabl e  to , or dec i de not to 
shave your legs , s i mp l y  wearing t wo pairs of hose w i l l  
usua l l y  cover most  traces o f  ha ir. So meone looking at 
your portra i t  will have no idea that t h i s  feminine 
little lady really has le gs like a Neanderthal .  

[ This art i cle first a ppeared i n  the newslette r of the 
Tiff any Society of Boston, and w i l l  be c o nt i nue d nest 
mont h .  J 
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