DR. MARY WALKER, TANGOIST

Pr. Mary Walker has n new excuse for her
old ery, "“Cut out the skirts!" In the vernacular
of the doy that is the next step In the evolution
of danelng, necording to the famous Washington
woman who simply won't weur them,

The desr lady does not mean we are not to
huve fscinating femininlty present when we do
the grapevitie with the double dip or slide o sub-
tle variation Into the eaterpiilar  gllde She
wishes to be taken lterally. She objects to the
clinging garments thut handicap her hesltation,
tungle hor tango ond mess op her maxixe, She
g elghtyone yeurs old and hasn't worn dresses
for over sixty years, Now she (8 demonstrating
to startled Washington that the new dances juse
tify her lifelong flght agninst the olothing of her
5ex,

Nothing in official Ufe at Washington has up-
sel the natives quite so much u8 the spectacle of
e Mary Walker, “the grund old womnn,"” of the
Niutlonal Capital, the original new woman and
the ploneer of women suffrage, cad in her (a-
millar black trousers, or pants, g she prefers
them enlled, doing the “Dr, Mary Walker Glide
at the slightest provoeation. She s the only
woman I the United States, she asserts, who
knows the renl Joya of the now dance steps, be-
cruge slhie Is the only woman in the nited States
to whom congrers has granted permission to wear
the bifurésted garment. Other women. wear
slushed skirts but, necording to Dr, Mary, they
do not know the first note In the sexery of [roe.
dom.

“The modern dances are not fmmodest any
more than were the old round dances," declares
Dr. Walker. I Lave long contended that wo-
men’s clothes were dangerous on the dance floor,
tind there is nothing which will make the women
of this country come to thelr senses wnd don
proper attlre so quickly as will the need of proper
uttire in dances.

“See now whon | stoop In the dress reform
dip there I8 none of my leg exposed; Lut take
the Uttle girl who Is dancing with me. She is
werring one of those narrow skirts, and It I8
impossitile for her to keep it from siipping up
and exposing her knees. The deess reform for
women which 1 have advocated for many yenrs
Is sure to come, for it is sensible, and woman &
nt Inat finding herself"

Dr. Walker Is not only an ardent follower of
the present school of daneing, but hae lovented
geveral numbers herss!f, among them belug the
Mury Walker gllde und the deess reform dip.
Her first appearance as a danoer was made ot o
private dunes glven by the Women's Democratfc
clab In Waslington not long ago. Sinee then she
hos gladly daneed oo numerots occasions for
private exhibitlons and ut soclal affuirs. She
dances principally with women, though the sex
of her partners mukes little difference to the
well-known doctor, as she dances equally well
with o mun or o woman, Nelther, however, must
aave the slightest scent of tobaecco nbout them,
for If there s one thing aside from o skirt which
pr. Mary despises it is smoking, The odor of
the finest clgsr or clgarette disgusts her and
mikes her pecyish.

Dr. Walker explaing that ghe has thken pue-
tlenlar Interest I the danees of the doy bYecauge
of the opportunity to demonstrate the superior-
Ity of her muanner of dress over that now in
vogue for women. Dr. Wulkar 18 still the quaing
Hitle figure she has been for sixty years, wear-
ing Rher black trousers and frock cont and top
hat ot 6l oceasions, accompanied by a stick or
umbrells. For evening she wenrs stickpins, of
which she has o wonderful and varled collection;
uiso the two décorations | ated to her by con-

wress for bravery as a surgeon durlng the Clvil
war, a8 well ns a wrist woateh, The wateh Dr,
Walker wears in a most unusunl thander in the
center of her it hand, the hracelet part being
too big for her wrist. She says that having the
witteh on the back of her hand Is really most con.
venfent,

Dr. Walker's nge seems to be of Httle concern
to her, nnd she s quite ag alert physionlly appar-
ontly as she was sixty yonrs ago, when she gava
the world an active Jolt on dress reform,. She In
very seldom i, and then dispenses with the
services of a phyalclan, ministering to her own
nesds. Once when suffering from a serious at
tack of pneumonin Dr. Walkier was thken to a
hospital. It wus very much mgainst her wi'l that
she was taken to the Institution, but when the
nuthorlties ingisted upon' her wonring what she
degeriied as a “frilly, fiimsy, ehilly, foolleh night-
gown" Instend of her pulmmas Dr. Walker re-
belled, and still It a serlous condition Jeft the
hospital and went to the home of a friend.

S0 ardent an advoeste of dancing has .
Walker become that she has recently posed for
a8 moving pleture firm. The pletures were taken
on the terrnce of the public library with the cop
ftol In the background and a hurdy-gurdy playing
danee music for the ceebrated dancer, beewuse
she declared that she could not possibly achleve
the proper rhythm to the ploturés without music.
The lttle escapade attracted a large crowd of
curlons  Bpectators, but thiat never csused D,
Walker to lose her rythmie balnneo.

THE CHORUS GIRL AGAIN

If you wers to be asked the gquestion, offhood,
which 1s subject to the greatest temptation, the
chorus glirl, the artist’s model or the shop girl,
the chances are ten to one you would answer the
chorus girl, says the New York Telegraph., The
idea generally prevails that she is the object of
more temptation and insult than the girls in other
wilks of Ife that lead to bread winning, but the
fden I8 wrong. Johanna Kristoffy, of the Aborn
Operp company, who has had experlence in all
thras of the above-mentioned occupations, bears
out the statement, dand declares the shop gl en.
counters the groantest temptations to lure her
from the straight and narrow path.

“1 would a thousand times rather tnke the
greater temptation In 1ife of either the show girl
or artist’'s model than stand behind the counter
of u downtown store taking the petly annoysnees
and covert insults of the shop girh" she says
“She must bear many indlgnities simply by g
noring them, becauge her livelihood dependis upon
her keeping the position whereas In both the
professions, If she has & voles or ig at all good
Inoking, she can assert her dignity and be re-
spected.”
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