












Too late but too 
good to pass up 
Or, better late than never ... 

This appeared on the CDTRIESS forum on 
December 9th, 1998, via Kathy Lorraine who got it 
from a friend. We thought it too pertinent to ignore 
just because the season had passed. Editor 

I think Santa Clause is a 
woman. 

I hate to be the one to defy 
sacred myth, but I believe HE is 
a SHE. 

Think about it. Christmas is a 
big, organized, warm, fuzzy, 
nurturing social deal; and I have 
a tough time believing a guy 
could possibly pull it all off! 

For starters, the vast majority 
of men don't even think about 
selecting gifts until Christmas 
Eve. It's as if they are all frozen 
in some kind of Ebenezerian 
Time Warp until 3pm on De
cember 24 when they - with 
amazing calm - call other er
rant men and plan 
for a last minute 
shopping spree. 

Once at the mall, 
they always seem ,, 
surprised to find 
only Ronco prod
ucts,socket wrench 
sets and mood 
rings left on the 
shelves.(You might 
think this would 
send them into a fit of panic and 
guilt, but my husband tells me 
it's an enormous relief because 
it lessens the 11th hour 
decision-making burden.) 

On this count alone, I'm con
vinced Santa is a woman. 
Surely, if he were a man, every
one in the universe would wake 
up Christmas morning to find a 
rotating musical Chia Pet under 
the tree, still in the bag. 

Sweetheart Connection 

Another problem for a he
Santa would be getting there. 
First of all, there would be no 
reindeer because they would all 
be dead, gutted, and strapped 
onto the rear bumper of the 
sleigh amid wide-eyed, desper
ate claims that buck season had 
been extended. Blitzen's rack 
would already be on the way to 
the taxidermist. 

Even if the male Santa DID 
have reindeer, he'd still have 
transportation problems because 
he would inevitably get lost up 
there in the snow and clouds, 
and then refuse to ask for direc
tions. 

Other reasons why Santa 
can't possibly be a man: 

*Men can't pack a bag 
*Men would rather be dead 

than caught wearing red velvet. 
*Men would feel their mas

culinity was threatened to be 
seen with all those elves. 

up women 
*Finally, being responsible 

for Christmas would require a 
BIG commitment. 

I can buy the fact that other 
mythical holiday characters are 
men. Father Time shows up 
once a year unshaven and look
ing ominous. Definite guy! Cu
pid flies around carrying 
weapons. Uncle Sam is a politi
cian who likes to point fingers. 
Any one of these individuals 
could pass the testosterone 

screening test. But not St. Nick. 
Not a chance. As long as we 
have each other, good · will, 
Peace on Earth, and Nat King 
Cole's version of "The Christ
masSong", it makes sense what 
gender Santa is. I just wish 
she'd quit dressing like a guy! 

I've never been known for originality, 
but just being a bureaucrat. Kathy 

Sharing this with our daughters by 
e-mail, the older responded with the obser
vation that "Santa" is the feminine form for 
"Saint" in Latino languages. Editor 

Changing ... 
This marks the beginning of the 

third year since we agreed to do 
this job. It has been, by turns: 
rewarding, exasperating, informa
tive, frustrating, exhilarating, tiring, 
fulfilling, frightenirig ... and fun! 

Originally, considering doing 
this work was dependent on the 
willingness of a friend's offer of his 
technical equipment and expertise. 
There is just so much one can 
impose on such noble volun
teerism. That person, plus a build
ing resident, has now assisted me 
to gather my own equipment; this is 
the first result of that investment. 

Though we are the length of 
the Mississippi River apart, Bev 
has been quick and able to provide 
answers to my "dummy" questions 
of how best to do a thing. 

Bulk Mail postage rates as well 
as all other mail rates have been 
steadily increasing. Therefore, 
subscription and membership dues 
are rising to meet those costs. 

A form to register for S.P.l.C.E. 
will be found on page 9; as the 
Registrar, I would appreciate clear 
and careful printing of your informa
tion from which material will be pre
pared for your use at the confer
ence. Tell us how many people for 
each package choice. Detach form 
and mail to me with check payable 
to SPICE. For Visa, Mastercard, 
American Express and Discover 
charges, we need a donation of 4 % 
of the total amount to be billed. 




