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MARY RE ... i\.D AND ANNE BONNEY. · 
Two female pirates named Mary Read and Anr1e Bon

n_e y being freq�ently 1n�ntio11ed incidentally by l1isto
r1ans, t�e follo,,11�g particulars of tl1em may lJe "'�01·th 
preserving. Tl1e first, Mary Read, '\\1as an officer's widow, 
wl10 assumed the. d1·ess of a man, and shipped as a suilor, 
but the vessel being captured by the pirates ,vho }1ailed 
from the island of Providence, sl1c 1·emainecl among them, 

' and was as lawless and savage as any of tl1ei1· nun1ber. 
On he1· t1·ial it was declared by he1· companions, that in 

' time of action,, no person on board ,vas more resolute, or 
ready to board, or to undertake anything tl1at ,vas haza1·d
ous, than she a11d Anne Bonney; that on one occasion, 
,vhe�1 they ,vere attaclted and captured, :qone lrcpt the 
deck except these two ,vomen and a single sailor.' 'fhey 
called to tl1ose below, to come up and fight lil{e men; but 
findi11g they did not obey, Mary Read fired her arms do,,.11·1 
the hold, killed one of the , crew and ,,rou11ded several 
others. Tl1is charge she denied, thoug"h it would s,eem 
she was not deficient in ,bravery, for on one occasion she 
challer1ged one of tl1e pirates and fougl1t l1in1 or1 she.ire for 
some off ene;c to her lovQr •1 • 

.. 

Johnson relates a curious anecdote of these t,·,.-.o females_; 
so .completely was Mary Read disg·uiscd by her dress, tl1at 
sailing in con1pany with Ann'e Bonney, the latter actu-
ally fell in, lo,Te with her. . . 

· 
Mary ,vas tried and found guilty by the English courts, 

but died of a fever in prison. 
An11e Bonney's history as related �y Jol1nson,. entitles 

her to a place in the annals of the most 1nfa,mous of her sex. 
1 Sl1e -,vent to sea with the piratical Captain Rackman,and 

bore him_ company in 1nany of his expeditio11s, no body 
; on boa1·d being more courageous, or 1·eady �o lc11d a hand 
. in per1letrating tl1e d��est de�ds of blood. .It .appears 

she was reprieved fron1 time to t1n1e afte1· conv1ct1on, and 
: was not executed, tl1ough what beca111e ot l1e1· is not 

ltnown. . . 
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