
OUNCIL CHIEF AN 
HIS BLONDE 
LOOK-ALIKE 

A RUCCER-PLAYINC c.oundl officia1 who was once accused 
of d·re$Slrn•g up as a woman was the eien;tre of a •new mystery 
l·ast n1ight. 

Eighteen months ago, six-footer A. W. S. "Stephen" Rae 
resigned as director of administration and legal services with the 
Western Isles Council in Stornoway, and left th e area. 

Recently six-foot fashlion.ably-dressed blonde Miss A. W. S. "Alexandra" 
' Macl.'lae started a legtal assistant's 

'"'-·:.:;~n"''''''''''':::::::o::''~'''''''"'''_.., .. ,, job with Inverness District Councill. 
And an Inverness councillor said: "I 

am convinced Stephen Rae and 
Alexandra Macrae are the sa.me person. 
Everyone is talking about this. '11he like­
ness is amazing." 

Minister's son and former SNP can­
dlidate Mr R,ae, 38, an Edinburgh 
University law graduate, once held a 
local government job in Tulkilf"k. 

Platform soles 
DU.ring his five years at Stornoway, 

he was married to a coloured nurse 
from Ghana, named Bibi. He played 
froni- forward !Cl!' the 8tol"ll()wa:v · 
rugby team, and ~-as club secretary. 

But in 1975, he landed in controversy 
when staff at the town's Acres Hotel 
claimed that he appeared there in 
drag. . . 

They insisted that a. tall, rrum­
skirted blonde who inquired about 
dinner, then sat down to the meal in 
a long dress and platform-soled shoes, 
was Mr. Rae dressed as a w-0man. 

Mr. Rae said he was in Edinburglh 
.r-t:~;;-;;---n;-;ri::;;--;~==~~-------- that weekend, am.d a rela­

- .., tive was us·ng · is car. 

Smile 
Mr. Rae added that he 

did not see why his 
" family linen should be 
washed in public," and 
that he might have to 

4)0Dllider 1 o o k i n g for 
ano&ber J«>la because of 
" •lacious gossip .... 

Miss Macrae lives in a 
council fiat in the village 
Of Smithton, Inverness. 

She answered the door 
In a frilly apron, and 
said she lived alone. 

Asked if she and Mr Rae 
were the same person, she 
replied with a smile: 
" What a fascinating sug­
gestion," and closed the 
door. 

The man whQ h . 
Macrae, Inverness 

ell chief 
Wilson, said: 

mlint Gil t 
ives or mY stalT."' 


