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rag Performer Joan JettBlakk Hits·the • 

ould you vote fo1· 
an articulate 
muscular black 

with a penchant 
.__ _______ __,_ for Pucci prints 

• • • and heels? Terence Smith,·whose drag per
sona Joan JettBlakk is rwming as Queer Na

. tion's candidate for president, could become 
the first.elected official to fill the.roles of both 
chief executive and first lady while wearing 
a single pair of simple. pumps. "It's about 
time.v.'e had some duality in the '.Lavender 
House;' quips Smith in his best ,JettBlakk 
voice. 

Smith moved to Chicago in 1977 from 
Detroit and later became involved with the 
direct-action groups the AIDS Coalition to 
Unleash Power (ACT UP) and Queer Na
tion. It was out of an April 1990 ACI' UP 
demonstration at Chicagds notoriously in
adequate Cook County Hospital that Jett
Blakk was bom. Smith participated in the 
rally's drag performance as JettBlakk, and 
the character quickly became a local 
celebrity-''the benefit queen of the 
universe':... making public appearances at any 
g-ay and lesbian function that would have her. 
Wherever a tape deck and audience could be 
found, there was J ettBlakk. 

Those appearances led local Queer Na
tionals to nominate JettBlakk as a write-in 
randidate for Chicagds 1990 mayoral elec
tion. ''Because the election was so boring:' 
JettBlakk explains, "Queer Nation decided 
they should have a candidate;' Their slogan: 
IT'S ABOUT Tl.ME CHICAGO HAD A QUEEN. 

With only three weeks bet\veen the start 
of her write-in campaign and the election, 
JettBlakk andQueer Nation amassed an im
pressive and unprecedented amount of sup
port and publicity. 

Between pressing flesh and kissing babies 

Campaign Trail-in Heel 

on Chicago's fashionable Michigan Avenue: 
shopping strip, Jettl?lakk was also being em
braced by much of the city's media, from a 
brief mention in the Chicago Tribune to a 
cover feature in the weekly NewCity. Het 
success on the local level encouragedJett~ 
Blakk and her queer constituents to stage 
a national-presidential campaign. As Jett
BlakK: sees it, "Every young man in Amer~ 
ica should be able tq ruri • for president...: · 
it doesn't . matter if ~e'~ 'Yearing a dr~ss. 
or not:' . 

On what platform does JettBlalfu stand?• 
"Shoes:' she squarely states. "Platform· 
shoes;' And on other issues, say; lesbian and 
gay rights for instance? "Gay l'ights?" she 
saysquestipnably,._"Themoment I'm sworn 
in, that will cease to be an issue. It's only an 
issue now because there aren't any gay peo
ple in power in the White House. It'sagiven 
that the firstthing that would happen in my 
administration is across-the-board gay 
rigqt~ ir;i every meaning of the term;' On 
abortion the presidential hopeful believes, 
"It's not my body, it's her body. Let her 
decide~' JettBlakk would halt all defense ex
penditures and reroute them toward AIDS 
research as well as legalize marijuana, using 
the new tax revenue to fund a national 
health care package. 

And what does the candidate have to say 
about the recent Clarence Thomas-Anita 
Hill sexual-harassment hearings~ "I 
think it's really terrifying that people 
supported him the way they did;' shudders 
J ettBlakk. "It's very scary. The polls 
showed that 70% of the blacks supported 
Thoma& Huh? I don't know any blacks who 
supported him. I'd love to know where they 
found them. 

"It's hard to make that issue fwmy because 
I know too many women who have to go 
through that every day;' says JettBlakk, 
pausing for a serious moment. '½cs gay peo
ple, we discuss sex much more openly than 
straight people do. We don't take it as a 
power trip . .But straight men deal with sex 

as power, esp!2cially .. • 
women who refuse • . 

: ple are more 'likely . . . . C 

- positive thing and use ,it as a way 
at ourselves. 

"On the· other :hand, :people • are .s9 
up with t-he . way. ths .whole f.fhomas thi 
was handled,- it could cr~ate-:a-'rna 
backlash. 'The · Republicans were·. do'v 

• right vicioHs.. 'I s_hould. be so dfrty. :P 
• were worse th.an a bunch of bitchy que_e 
. And it' · • • , t 
going ' 
licats' 
a ·drag ·qlileen as president 
Thing Girl?' • 
, ... ' Unc;Ie.1;. Pres1d~ntJett _,__ . ,,,,:",• ·- ,. .. ... , .. ,. 
House woulcl· become '1the • Lavencler 
House-lavender a1id criintz;"she tastefully 
explains. ":You thjnk ~a~ki~ }:la~ ~t look:iµg 
good-1'11 have fags .in there, and inf.lo time 
that place· wiU look fahukms." And unlike 
forrper fir~t lad),: Nancy Reagarl, J ettBlakk ' 
does not pia~ to ~ely on simply 'one fashi011 • 
designe1: "nl go to PariS:' sh~ vows, ~ml picTu 
a different designerfor ea~h'season!' Other 
plans include moving the seat of power to a 
more interesting location (Palm Springs, 
Calif., is at the top of her list) and giving 
Kennebunkport, Me., back to Native 
Americans. In short, JettBlakk says she 
would do "everything diffei'ently than 
George Bush, clean house. Except the limo. 
I'd keep the limO:' 

At the same time, J ettBlakk is careful not 
to use this as her campaign but rather Queer 
Nation's. Letters and press kits promoting 
national support for the candidate have gone 
out to the group's chapters across the coun
try, though as of yet, the Salt Lake City 
chapter has been the only one to endorse the 
campaig11. "Queer Nation isn't a political par
ty;' she explains, ''so some ,:vill ask how \t'e 
can have .a spokesperson. That's why I call 
myself a -spokesmodel. I don't inte1~d to 
speak for all Queer NaUonS:' 

But JettBlakk's • voice is already being 
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• "}{JI/ co II watchthe newsctndnever hear the word 'gay'rrwnM.oned," she says. ''l3utwit}i>this"cqrt];pcu:gn, tiiey'lt'}Jg.,ikto:saylheivbrd; 'l'l/ inafe't~eih~.'; 
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heard ~PP1llel1t iic~tnr>s> ¾ccgrmrg •·. re;pi~1~c~~~1M~~•1;grir~i~fo.tfie{g~heilil Wife:,, riOt; H~e ''evei-~hbclY\e1st . .. J/Je.,dre; 
t<t,the .. can(Htl~te, '~e'xeseptl~ttei~ toJ{ev. pu~Uc.'."Yo~ can watch thepews·8-n.d neyer di~erent, ~ndfhatcliffE;re115edge·s eot1rak~. 

··L~u ~hel~lOl\ Re~. n~nal.dW,ildrnon,,an? 9ear ,the.:word•~y' ipention~d;' ,rett~la~~" ,ps 9ao.J'ihpot tr)d)?gt9 be~ girl,.hptl~o 
Se!}/ •.;J ~sseJfelp:is, .sayiryg,;~E;.,.waiit ·ypu ~ays. "That.justu,nnervesnJ,e.Hutwit~this,, 'like.tne. in-~ourJic~ne~~ t>f~ei~ga1;ui~ in , 
to \'Ote for· .J Qal~ JettBlakkf@r . pre.~ide~tt ca;npa~gn,}hey'll•.h,ave .. tm s~iy,:tee<'Y:prd;,FU acite9s;·st;pmEirtg~Jl't~at lipe bett,Veenwal~ 
'PJea~f gixc~thislett~rt9. all ;s>f)fpur"ron-;. p,1ak:e l~.em\I woulµ ' l9ve ,to ·bear.,. Tog1 ,,;.fll1d;fen1ale::~nd .. efa~ingjt:' ' '• • ' 
,;Stitµents who are stillin the closet? But rro~w ~ay, \Jo~JettBl~~,7heq11eerear' ' l{~in~h111!1or,~sa}dt)\pec~aniesgritty's 
we.l1ave!it eear?: rt2mt9em.y~t;' 'Ph~r~ ar~ ".· filigat~f or pre~ide11,t! T.}1atJVDll}drbf gr~at. i attitq(lesJs il)Jmportfn~strate~Jor:Jett," 
a\06 p,Jan~forg (JN.ee'.rpartiY coµveqtfonand • lt needs to be said:' \' s,B~ak½, !f\ye:•v:fntedtodo ~.omrtlH1;ig1f~nni 
•a .~n~,ew~ati9mp~eser@:Vb~thtpeJ?em; ;Je.ttBl;;ikk}as little. patteficr fm.:laJfS anp ; /witp • 'tni,s' c;1:tmn;;iig11t sb:e SftYS,,,t"S9, oft~ri 
/JC}'f!tic>anc;l ·E:ep~,blican .11atioriaJ cq.p: .. lesbianswJ10f~elthat;a.~isibleirag,pre's- .f aetivisrI;iS~Il~f+;)TOU~ake?ve:r;at>yild~pg 
• ventio1~s. •} • • en5 ei~c613n tei:pro2uc}~veJo;tl1ffag:end.e 6f to.}'. h~ye f 'di,e;ill,( . Tl}at's, neges!?etYt:;But 

w11,pe thff ~h~npEfs pf J'ettWaK~·s· bein~ qui~r eqpalttY, qµic½Jy pointing.to the faqt , ::I W#,~t~dlo. ~S~$atir;. a,n~A;o ha:~e p~owle 
.;,,:il\\·orn into offic~.are slimmer than' those,,of thatdrar£}~een~ w~re ~t4:h.e forefrpnt pf )au_~k '~.ith~B·;t ·tlqp't ¾!10, if a:,pyo~e·, ,m 
PattaulsehJtne,2ottp1h 1hle9fth~ carppaj~ the 19§98,ton~watiri()ts;'"Wei:e. not gopna., ··s:+Y, .f¥ou,!>riOW; tllose,g~YtP:Qpl~J:Jlfd§t ~11~, 

·· 1~ to c.reate 'vJsihilityJoi· q~1eer Americans get anywhere by assimilating;' ,.she ·s'ay,s. '·l~Ugh . • Trey're aJ:10 right;, hut at> leas.t 
1.andit9 maket~ec9neept·of an 9penJY:g§tY"or 'J)ny of)he lJeii~.fies.prb.tih&i<qh~.er i,~ th,:i:f& <they'l1 ~.~e ~s:' • • • :,.f 


