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ON BEHALF OF THE TRANSGENDER COMMUNITY AT THE 
CALIFORNIA MEDICAL FACILITY (PRISON) AT VACAVILLE, I 
AM ASKING FOR YOUR SUPPORT. DR. JOE BICK, ON 11-1-95 
TERMINATED A NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED HIV HEAL TH 
EDUCATION PROGRAM AT C.M.F. ONLY AFTER SEVERAL 
MONTHS OF COMMUNITY ADVOCACY PRESSURE WAS THE 
PROGRAM REPLACED. THE NEW HIV HEAL TH EDUCATION 
P'ROGRAM IS A MERE SHELL OF THE PREVIOUS PROGRAM BUT 
AT LEAST IT IS SOMETHING. DR. DICK'S ACTIONS WERE MEAN 
SPIRITED AND SELF SERVING. BY CLOSING THE PROGRAM HE 
DISCRIM.INA TED AGA'INST THE HIV PRISON POPULATION AND 
THE GENERAL PRISON POPULATION. HE DENIED THEM ACCESS 
TO QUALITY HIV/STD AND OTHER HEALTH PREVENTION 
EDUCATION. IN SPEAKING TO THE- HIV PRISONERS THEY ARE 
NOW RECEIVING LITTLE IF ANY HEAL TH ENHANCING 
MATERIAL FROM THE CURRENT HIV EDUCATION PROGRAM. 

ON JUNE 14, 1996 I BEGAN A TRANSGENDER SUPPORT GROUP. 
9So/o OF THE TG PRISON COMMUNITY RESIDE IN PROGRAM 4. 
THIS HAPPENS TO BE THE AREA OF THE PRISON WHICH DR. 
BICK IS THE CMO. I WENT THROUGH THE PROPER 
PROCEDURES TO GET THE GROUP APPROVED. I WAS TOLD NO 
HIV TRANSGENDER PRISONERS WOULD BE ALLOWED TO 
ATTEND THE GROUP. ON 7 ... 15-96 I RECEIVED WORD FROM MY 
SUPERIORS THAT DR. BICK IS NOW NOT ALLOWING AN\' 
TRANSGENDERED PERSON RESIDING IN PROGRAM 4 TO ATTEND 
THE GROUP. THIS IS ANOTHER DISCRIMINATORY ACT ON DR. 
BI'CK'S PART. THE GRO·UP HAS BECOME A VALUABLE SUPPORT 
TO THE TRANSGENDER COMMUNITY AT CMF. I AM ASKING 
THAT YOU ADVOCATE ON BEHALF OF THE TRANSGENDER 
COMMUNITY AT CMF. THEY NOW NEED A VOICE! I'M SURE 
MANY OF THEM WILL BE ATTEMPTING TO WRITE YOU ONCE 
THEY FIND OUT ABOUT THIS TERRIBLE DECISION. I WORKED 
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AS A SOCIAL WORKER IN PROGRAM 4. THE TRANSGENDER 
COMMUNITY DOES NOT RECEIVE ANY SERVICE FROM 
PROGRAM 4 UNLESS THEY ARE HIV POSJTIVE. THEY RECEIVE 
NO MENTAL HEAL TH / MEDIC~L SUPPORT UNIQUE TO THE 
TRANSGENDER COMMUNITY FROM PROGRAM 4. THE 
TRANSGENDER SUPPORT GROUP WAS AN ATTEMPT TO HELP 
MEET SOME OF THE NEEDS OF THIS DISCRIMINATED GROUP OF 
PEOPLE. 

PLEASE NETWORK ADVOCACY RESOURCES TO DEMAND THAT 
THE TRANSGENDER COMMUNJTY IN PROGRAM 4 BE ALLOWED 
TO ACCESS THE TRANSGENDE-R SUPPORT GROUP IF THEY SO 
DESIRE. CURRENTLY THEY ARE BEING DENIED THAT OPTION 
FOR MENTAL HEALTH SUPPORT. 

THE TG COMMUNITY IS HOUSED WITH THE HIV PRISONERS. 
THE HIV PRISONERS RESIDE IN SEGREGATED HOUSING. THE 
ONLY PRISONERS WHO ARE ALLOWED TO BE HOUSED WITH 
THEM ARE THE TRANSGENDER PRISONERS. THIS PLACES THEM 
AT RISK FOR HIV/STD INFECTION. 

ON BEHALF OF THE TRANSGENDER 
PRISON COMMUNITY TAKE A ST AND 
AGAINST SOCIAL INJUSTICE!!! 
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