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Transsexual Takes On Army Reserve 
By STAN WULFF 

Register Staff Writer 
SAN JUAN CAPIS­

TRANO - Joanna Michelle 
Clark is fighting for her 
reinstatement as sergeant 
first class in the U.S. Army 
Reserve from where she 
was "booted out," she 
says, solely because she 
used to be a "he" a he 
known as Michael Clark, 
chief petty officer, U.S. 
Navy. 

She has sought the help of 
several politicians and 
even written to President 
Carter who promised an in­
vestigation of her dismiss­
al, she says. 

"There is no valid reason 
for excluding a person from 
military service on the 
basis of sexual reassign­
ment," she said. 

Before her sex change, 
she served as Michael 
Clark for nearly 12 years in 
the Navy, saw action on 
Vietnam missions, earned 
a distinctive record, was 
married twice, fathered a 
son, now 16, and served five 
years in the naval reserve. 

At 39 she has now lived as 
a woman for more than two 

years, experienceing hap­
piness, she said, but also 
much discrimination be­
cause of her sex change. 

In addition to her 19 
months of U.S. Army reser­
vist status she spent some 
of the past two years work­
ing for the county Environ­
mental Management Agen­
cy (EMA) and, later, in fed­
eral civil service. 

She left the EMA, she 
said, because of "sex dis­
c rim in at i o D." Her 
superior, Robert Marshall, 
ignored her tax money-sav­
ing suggestions, she said. 

Marshall, however, said 
that "her problems appa­
rently stemmed from her 
inability to adjust to the red 
tape unique to local govern­
ment. 

"It was easy for her to 
follow military 
procedures," he said, "but 
here she ran into difficulty.' 
There are times to fight red 
tape and there are times to 
stay within the rules and 
regulations." 

Despite the tensions the 
operation has caused, "for 
me it was the right thing to 
do," she said em ticall . 

She had a relationship 
with a man for 14 months 
after the surgery scars had 
healed, she said. She broke 
off because he was in the · 
military, too, and she want­
ed to avoid "problems" for 
him, adding: 

"But I would marry, if 
the right man came 
along." 

Michael was born in 1938 
in Pontiac, Mich., and his 
early years were difficult 
because he "didn't fit the 
role of a male,"· said Joan­
na, lapsing into third per­
son to talk about her former 
self. 

"I was called a 'faggot' 
whenever I allowed myself 
to express myself the way I 
felt," she recalled. "I 
wasn't. I avoided the 
homosexuals and the trans­
vestites. 

"But in those days the 
male and female roles were 
even more defined that to­
day. As a boy, you couldn't 
cross your legs, you had to 
carry your school books a 
certain way or other boys 
would laugh. I carried my 
books like a girl. 

But Michael was reall 

very lonely, recalled Joan­
na, and he found his most 
satisfying companionship 
on the air as a ham 
operator. Though he did 
poorly in school be was 
very interested in electron­
ics and operated his own 
station since he was 13 
years old. 

"For me the radio was a 
way to communicate with­
out having to be face to face 
with somebody. They 
couldn't see me if I acted 
feminine." 

When Michael graduated 
from Pontiac Central High 
School in 1957 he placed 
419th in a class of 420, and 
went immediately into The 
Navy. 

"On one hand I enjoyed 
the military," said 
Joanna, "but on the other 
hand I felt very uncomfort­
able there. My body hair 
distribution was feminine. I 
bad no chest hair, little hair 
on arms and legs and I was 
quite skinny, weighing 140 
pounds at six foot one. 

"I got a lot of remarks 
from the guys. It ame to 

Rei nstatemenf 
ed her retention in the ser­
vice. 

She alleges the word 
came down from 6th Army 
headquarters in San Fran­
cisco to ·"get rid of that 
pervert." 

Joanna sits on a couch at 
home clutching a thick fol­
der filled with military 
forms in showing excellent 
performance of duty, let­
ters of recommendation 
from superiors, and other 
documents attesting to her 
unblemished work record. 
She is living with her re­
tired parents in a spacious 
mobile home in San Juan 
Capistrano. 

She has one consolation, 
she says. "I have two won­
derful and loving parents 
who accept me." 

She 'has contacted Sen. 
Alan Cran$ton 's office 
whose help was 
"worthless," she said. 
Rep. Robert Badham's of­
fice has promised to help. 
And a et er to • 
Carter brought an assur­
ance that the Army will in-

vestigate her case, she 
said. 

"I don't blame the 
Army," says Joanna. "My 
dismissal was only because 
of a few mdividuals. And I 
want to be reinstated." 
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the point where I had to 
sneak into the shower 
room. 

"For a while I tried to be 
macho and went along on 
details picking up AWOLs 
but it didn't work and I 
finally ended up typing in 
the chaplain's office." 

He later took basic avia­
tion electronics at the Nav­
al Air Technical Training 
Center in Norman, Okla., 
then was transferred to 
Memphis, Tenn., for 32 
weeks of special training. 

After one week he was 
called in by a suMrior who 
was studying his high 
school records. "Why do 
you want to waste your 
time here?'' be asked 
Michael. "With your school 
record you 're not going to 
make it. We will find you a 
job somewhere else." 

"I said 'I'll graduate first 
in the class' " recalled 
Joanna .. "And I • . 
top in a class of 90." 

Because of his excellent 
record he was given the 
choice of his next assign­
ment and he went to Ber­
muda for three years. 

In 1961, he returned to 
Memphis - where he had 

• nearly been rejected - as 

ual. Fights For Reserve Reinstatement 
vestigate her case, she 
said. 

instructor in aviation elec­
tronics. His rank was petty 
officer. 

From Memphis he weqt 
to Hawaii and, later, he 
flew on support missions 
over Vietnam. 

In May of 1969 Michael 
left the Navy. He had been 
on active duty for 11 years 
and 10 months. 

"I had problems," said 
Joanna. "I had been mar­
ried since 1969 and we have 
a son. My friendships were 
shortlived. I was not 
homosexual. I once tried it 
but when the guy started 
getting down to business I 
bolted from the room. I 
knew that was not for me. 
In 1970 I was divorced." 

Michael stayed in the 
naval reserve and in 1972 
married again. 

"It was a last ditch at­
tempt," said Joanna, "to 
conform to society. But it 
didn't work." He was di­
vorced again in February 
1974. In each case lie liad 
loved his wife as a compan­
ion, he said. That was all." 

Joanna said it was at that 
point she became convinc­
ed that she wanted to be a 
woman. She was a woman 
trapped in a man's body. 

Two months after the last 

divorce Michael entered 
the "gender program" at 
the Stanford University 
Medical en er. he prog­
ram consisted of hormone 
therapy to encourage what­
ever feminine characterist­
ics Michael had. It lasted 18 

which eased her way into 
the Army, she says. 

"But still they knew," 
claims Joanna, "My phys­
ical was three months after 
the operation and there 
were still minor cosmetic 
problems that were visible 
to a physician ... They appa­
rently had to fill a quota 
and I was accepted." 

months. 
In September 1974 he was 

discharged from the naval 
reserve after he wrote his 
commanding officer and 
asked if he could became a 
wave. 

"No way," was the ans-
wer, recalled Joanna. 

The later stages of the 
program consisted of living 
24 hours a days as a wo­
man, dressing, using 
makeup, and moving in 
public as. a female. His fa­
cial hair was permanently 
removed by electrolysis. 

Surgery was performed 
in June 1975 at the Oklaho­
ma City Baptist Medical 
Center. 

Her months in the Army 
reserves went virtually 
without incident at first, 
she said, except for Joan­
na's being asked to pose for 
a recruiting poster. 

"I was photographed in 
diving gear and in 
uniform,'' she said, "But 
in the end they selected a 
'Racquel Welch' instead of 
me. Can you imagine if it 
had been me on that 
poster?" , 

Later, the harassment 

Rejected by the Navy in 

began, she claimed, and 
she was put through a phys­
ical examination in which 
she claims four Army phy­
sicians reported that she 
had had a sex change oper­
ation, but still recommend-

her new role as a woman, 
Joanna went to the Army 
and was sworn in as a 
sergeant first class in Oc- --------
tober 1975. 

With the help of politi-
cians, she had found a legal 
way to change all her naval 
records to her new identity, 

ed her retention in the ser­
vice. 

She alleges the word 
came down from 6th Army 
headquarters in San Fran­
cisco to "get rid of that 
pervert." 

Joanna sits on a couch at 
home clutching a thick fol­
der filled with military 
forms in showing excellent 
performance of duty, let­
ters of recommendation 
from superiors, and other 
documents attesting to her 
unblemished work record. 
She is living with her re­
tired parents in a spacious 
mobile home in San Juan 
Capistrano. 

She has one consolation, 
she says. "I have two won­
derful and loving parents 
who accept me." 

She 1has contacted Sen. 
Alan Cranston's office 
whose help was 
"worthless," she said. 
Rep. Robert Badham's of­
fice has promised to help. 
And a letter to Pre • ent 
Carter brought an assur­
ance that the Army will in-

"I don't blame the 
Army," says Joanna. "My 
dismissal was only because 
of a few individuals. And I 
want to be reinstated." 


