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AEGIS and ITA to Merge 
[Washington, D.C. -17 April, 1998} 
After six months of deliberation, the Boards 

of Directors of American Educational Gender 
Information Service, Inc. (AEGIS) and It's 
Time, America! (ITA) have agreed on a merger 
which will form a new national organization, 
Gender Education and Advocacy (GEA). GEA 
will be, as its name implies, a transgender orga
nization dedicated to both education and advo
cacy. GEA will continue the educational and 
political functions of its two parent organizations. 

GEA will consist of a 50l(c)(3) policy-mak
ing Institute and a 50l(c)(4) Network of state 
chapters for policy implementation. The 
Institute and Network will be linked by Bylaws 
and a Joint Operating Agreement (JOA) which 
are under development. 

GEA's Mission and Values statements and a 
list of Core Functions have been completed 
and approved. The new organization hopes to 
begin operations by the end of 1998. A 

Renaissance and the 
Evolution of the Individual 

by Diane Dale, Renaissance National 
Board 

It was a little after 10:00 p.m. on Saturday 
night, April 4,1998. The place was a Sports Bar 
located in an upscale suburban Philadelphia 
hotel. The room was mobbed. Business travel
ers increasingly are being forced by their com
panies to stay over Saturday nights to get the 
benefit of dramatically lower airfares. In the 
past, a place like this would be absolutely dead 
at this hour. 

But now it was electric vvith macho pool 
sharks playing 9-Ball, guzzling frothy beers, and 
watching ESPN bel:\veen shots ... ostensibly not 
exactly a welcoming venue for 40 crossdressers 
in their finest outfits to descend upon. But 
descend we did! Angela Gardner, Renaissance's 
Executive Director, had just concluded the for
mal part of our Spring Dinner and had invited 
everyone to adjourn to the bar to pick up where 
we had left off . . 

As we arrived some heads did turn, but no 
negative comments (audible at least) were 
made. We all sat down; ordered our drinks; and 
continued to enjoy the evening. A few minutes 
later, after everyone regained their focus, 
another wave of Renaissance sisters entered the 
room. This time not only did heads turn (and 
justifiably so), but an explosion of approval and 

applause lighted the room. The evening was 
never the same ... perhaps neither was anyone else. 

Driving home, the thought occurred to me: 
"\Vhat if that arrival scenario had been played 
out in the 60's ... the 70's ... 80's ... or even the 
early 90's? Would things have gone as smooth
ly? We may have had a memorable time, but 
would it have been all that enjoyable? Each of 
us can answer those questions in our own way, 
but my response is a decided, "I don't think so." 

For some magical reason, exhibited in that 
bar was a level of acceptance or, at least on the 
part of the majority perhaps, one of indiffer
ence. Many of us were surprised. We have cer
tainly come a long way! It is so gratifying to see 
that the foundation built by our Community's 
pioneers and leaders ... some of whom we proud
ly can call our own .. .is having such a positive 
impact upon the ways in which we are able to 
conduct our lives today ... and the ways in which 
we would like to live them tomorrow. 

Conjecturing for a moment, one has to ask 
whether or not we need a Renaissance any 
longer. Thankfully, we have more safe and 
secure options today then we ever dreamed 
we'd have: shopping, dining, socializing, night 
life, enjoying the outdoors ... all within our 

continued on page 6 
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(() Chapter & Affiliate Information r6 

Chapters 

Delaware 
Wilmington, Delaware: meets sec

ond Saturday of each rnonth. \Vrite 
for info to: PO Box 5656, Wilmington, 
DE 19808. Phone: 302-376-1990 or 
email to: sadeCD@aol.com. 

Pennsylvania 
Greater Philadelphia: Write 

Renaissance GPC, 987 Old Eagle 
School Rd., Suite 719, Wayne, PA 
19087. Meets third Saturday of the 
month in King of Prussia. Doors open 
at 8 pm all year 'round, Call 610-975-
9119 for information. 

Lehigh Valley/Pocono area: 
Renaissance Lehigh Valley, PO Box 
3624, Allentown, PA 18106. Meetings 
on the second Saturday of the month 
in the Allentown area. Call for direc
tions and more information, 610-821-
2955, or email to <RenLV@ren.org>. 

Lower Susquehanna Valley: \Vrite 
Renaissance LSV, PO Box 2122, 
Harrisburg, PA 17105. Meets on the 
first Saturday of the month. Call 717-
780-lLSV (780-1578) or send email 
to: < lsv@ezonlline.com >. 

Affiliates 

California 
Orange County: Powder Puffs of 

California, PO Box 1088, Yorba Linda, 
CA 92686, or email to 
<ppoc@aol.com> 

Connecticut 
Blidgeport/N ew Haven: 

connecticuTView, c/o Denise Mason, 
PO Box 2281, Devon, CT 06460. 
Monthly newsletter and activities . 

Georgia 
Atlanta: The American Educational 

Gender Information Service (AEGIS), 
PO Box 33724, Decatur, GA 30033-
0724 or call 770-939-0244, or email 
to<aegis@mindspring.com>. 
Information resources & referrals. 

Atlanta: Atlanta Gender 
Explorations (A.G.E.) , PO Box 77562, 
Atlanta, GA 30357, 770-939-2128. 

Illinois 
Chicago: The Chicago Gender 

Society, PO Box 57800.5, Chicago, IL 
60657, 708-863-7714. 

Louisiana 
New Orleans: The Gulf Gender 

Alliance, PO Box .56836, New Orleans, 
LA 70156-6836, 504-833-3046. 

New Jersey 
N. Central Jersey: 

Monmouth/Ocean Trans Gender, 
(MOTG), write PO Box 8243, Red 
Bank, NJ 07701. Call 908-219-9094. 
Email: vikkimmotg@aol.com 

Western Central New Jersey: 
New Jersey Supp01t, call Susan at 973-
334-0416 or Dorothy at 215-744-4746 
(weekends only). Write PO Box 0034, 
Montville, NJ 07045 for information. 
Email: Susamv@aol.com. Meetings are 
the first Saturday of the month at the 
Unitarian Universalist Church of 
Washington Crossing. 

New York 
Manhattan: Metropolitan Gender 

Network (MGN), write 561 Hudson 
St., Box 45, New York, NY 10014, or 
call 201-794-1665, Ext. 332. 

Long Island: Long Island Femme 
Expression (LIFE), PO Box 1311, 
·w ater Mill, NY 11976-1311. Phone 
516-283-1333. email to 
joed2viola@aol.com 

Oklahoma 
Central Oklahoma: Sooner 

Diversity, part of the Central 
Oklahoma Transgender Alliance 
(COTA). Contact, Vanessa Kaye, 
Oklahoma City: COTA, 6957 N.W 
Expressway, #121 Oklahoma City, OK 
73132, email to <mkull@ibm.net>. 
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© 1998, Renaissance Transgender 
Association, Inc., 987 Old Eagle 
School Rd., Suite 719, Wayne, Pa. 
19087. 
Phone: 610-975-9119 
WlVlV - http://www.ren.org 
On AOL keyword: Renaissance 

$.5.00 per issue, $36 per year (12 
issues). Previous year back issues are 
available for $2 per copy plus $0.52 
postage and handling. Send check or 
M.O. to the above address, attention: 
Back Issues . 

Editor-in-Chief - Angela Gardner 
Managing Editor - Lee Etscovitz 
Contributing Editors -

Dina Amberle Jessica Brandon 
Lee Etscovitz JoAnn Roberts 

Layout & Design - Treetop Press 
Business Manager - Jessica Brandon 
Distribution - Emily Sheldon 

A1tides, opinion pieces, and letters to the editor are 

always welcome. Ideas for articles and opinion pieces 

should be sent to the National Office marked 

Attention : Editor. Or use email to 

dundm@voicenet.c1m1>. Complimentary and irate 

letters to the editor may be sent to the same address. 

Renaissance is a 50l[c][3] non-profit organization 

providing education and support to the transgender 

community and the general public . If you would like 

to make a tax-deductible donation, make your check 

or ~LO., payable to Renaissance mid send it to our 

National office. Your conhibutions '\\rill help us con

tinue our efforts to provide education about trm1s

gender issues . Donations can also be made through 

yonr local United Way agency. 

Electronic Subscriptions 

You can get Remussance News & Views by email 

every month delivered autmnatically right to your 

email box for only $15 a year. That's half off the regu

lar paper subscription rate . Send your $15 plus your 

email address to the Renaissance National Office. 

Local Calendar 
May 

2 Ren. LSV - Harrisburg 
2 NJ Support - Trenton 
6 Ren. Library Discussion 

Group - Wayne, PA 
9 Ren. Lehigh Valley 
9 Ren. Delaware - ''1ilmington 

16 Ren. GPC - Wayne, Pa. · 
23 M OTC - Red Bank, NJ 
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vVelcome to the merry, merry 
month of May gentle readers. This 
Newsheat & Reminder will be a slight 
departure from the witty, entertain
ing, and informative confection I usu
ally provide. Uh oh, I hear the sound 
of pages turning. Before too many of 
you move along let me say there will 
be some entertainment in here, some
where, and the rest of it is something 
you should hear .. . so listen up. 

The Only Constant- Constant 
Change 

For many years News & Views has 
been lauded as the one of the best, if 
not the best, newsletters in the trans
gender community. (Heck, we started 
producing it before the concept of a 
transgender community had been 
thought of.) Throughout the years the 
newsletter has been the responsibility 
of a small number of volunteers. At 
times it has been done by only one 
person, doing both editing and layout. 
(Not to mention writing most of the 
text.) Other times a team of two have 
worked to produce it. Thanks to the 
skills brought to the task by the vari
ous volunteers (and those skills that 
were picked up and refined on the 
job) the final product has become the 
excellent publication you hold in your 
hands today. It is now one of the most 
important services provided by 
Renaissance-a monthly source for 
information and opinion, a connection 
to a larger reality for transgendered 
people across the country. Many 
thanks to the newsletter staff across 
the past eleven years. 

This month is the 11th Anniversary 

of Renaissance. (The first ten years of 
Renaissance are chronicled with arti
cles from the newsletter in the Tenth 
Anniversary History. It was put 
together by Lee Etscovitz and it's 
available from the Renaissance 
Bookstore, or contact the National 
Office.) Now, as we move into our 
eleventh year, it is time to do some
thing different. 

News & Views has been occupying 
a unique place among transgender 
publications. It is more than just a 
newsletter, but less than a magazine. 
It has always tried to provide that 
connection to the entire communi
ty-not just news about Renaissance 
activities. The next logical step for 
New & Views is for it to become a 
magazine, a magazine designed to 
serve the whole transgender commu
nity. 

What's In A Name 

To become a monthly magazine for 
the whole TC community we need to 
make several adjustments. First, we 
must change the name. Starting next 
month your issue of the newsletter 
won't be called Renaissance News & 
Views, it will be Tmnsgender 
Community News & Views . (Never 
fear, it \vill still arrive in its plain 
brown envelope, for the benefit of 
those who must be discreet.) 

The second adjustment is to the 
way \Ve produce News & Views. VVe 
can no longer afford to gather news 
passively, we must become proactive 
and go out to find the news that is 
important to our readership. This 
means an expansion of the newsletter 
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staff, monthly editorial meetings, and 
reporters and writers all around the 
country. At first all of these positions 
will be filled with volunteers, just like 
it's always been. As we grow many of 
these positions will become paid. 
There's another benefit for the trans
gender community. 

Next, we must expand the reader
ship. Producing a magazine is a more 
expensive job than producing a 
newsletter. vVe need a solid base of 
readers across the country, all paying 
$36 for twelve issues. (Twelve issues 
based on anniversary date rather than 
calendar year.) With enough sub
scribers we will have the additional 
funds to move to a magazine format, 
with a color cover, and photos to 
accompany the articles. Once we are 
producing a monthly magazine it can 
be distributed through magazine and 
book stores, and that will bring added 
revenue and increased exposure. 

Building The Staff 

As Editor-in-Chief it's my job to 
find the new staff members. I'm start
ing by asking you if you're ready to 
get involved? If you already sent in a 
volunteer form that indicated your 
interest in writing or newsletter activi
ties- I'll be in touch. If you are a 
professional writer, editor or art direc
tor please contact me and let me 
know if you are prepared to lend your 
skills to the production of News & 
Views. It would be best if all of the 
staff was hooked up for email. If 
you're not and are still interested in 
helping contact me anrvay and we'll 
discuss how you can be involved. 

Here are the new positions on the 
newsletter staff: 

• Sales Manager - Responsible for 
increasing ad sales nationwide. 

• News Editor - Responsible for 
gathering news, assigning reporters to 
cover stories around the country. 

• Columns Editor - Responsible for 
poking the current columnists with 
ideas, and for developing new 
columns. 

• Articles Editor - This would 
involve picking unsolicited articles 
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News Beat. .. 
that are submitted by freelance writ
ers, and assigning writers to do in 
depth pieces on news, and ideas of 
interest. 

• Copy Editor - This position is 
perfect for a grammar Nazi. The Copy 
Editor will be responsible for the 
spelling, grammar and length of all 
text in the publication. 

• Art Director - After we add a 
color cover and are ready to start 
including photos on a regular basis we 
will need an Art Director to design 
covers, acquire photos and produce or 
obtain original art. 

With the exception of the Art 
Director, who won't be fully needed 
till we go to the magazine format. 
(Hopefully early next year.) I need to 
hear from anyone who is interested in 
filling these positions. And, like the 
new, leaner, meaner staff, I will be 
proactive in finding the right person
nel. The folks in these positions 
should be able to work together, but if 
they are all online they can be any
where in the country. vVe will be hold
ing staff meetings and the out of 
towners may end up attending over 
the Internet. Technology is a wonder
ful thing. 

Format Changes 

For the next couple of months the 
newsletter will continue to look much 
the same as it has for years. The big 
difference will be the name change. 
The next change will be when it goes 
to magazine format. We will first add 
a color cover. The inside will remain 
black ink on white, but more photos 
will appear and the layout will be 
redesigned to fit magazine format. 
Our regular columnists will still be on 
board, and new columns may appear. 
There'll be news and investigative 
reports, and oh, did I mention more 
photos? All of this will appear in your 
mailbox every month. 

Building the Readership 

In order to build the readership 

Renaissance News & Views, Vol.12, No . .5 

and get the cash flow necessary to 
carry this out we have a plan. I bet 
you knew that. 

For years we have exchanged 
newsletters with support groups 
around the country. \Ve get around 
70 newsletters from various groups 
every month. I'm now investigating 
placement of ads for News & Views 
in all those publications. I have 
already placed an ad in LadyLike 
magazine and on the TGFomm 
Internet site. I am going to look into 
placing other ads in mainstream pub
lications. While we have run ads in 
the past this is the first ad campaign 
that is specifically intended to build 
News & Views readership. ·we've had 
a great newsletter for years but we've 
been so busy producing it we forgot 
to promote it to the world. (Not com
pletely, but you get the idea.) 

Placing ads may cost us some 
money. If it turns out to be too 
expensive we may have to be very 
selective. One form of promotion that 
won't cost us a penny is available 
right now. As satisfied readers of 
News & Views tell your friends in the 
community that we do a good job, 
and deserve to be read. Give them an 
old issue and tell them if they like it 
and would like to see it as a magazine 
they should sign up. If everyone read
ing News & Views now can convince 
just one person to sign up we could 
double our membership. That means we 
get to full magazine format all the faster. 

vVe want News & Views to contin
ue to reach people with information 
they need as they explore a transgen
der lifestyle. We want it to be there 
for years to come as an example of 
the non-sleazy side of the TG com
munity, and a tool for outreach and 
education-both inside the communi
ty- and to the general public. Help 
us to assure the continued presence 
of News & Views by helping in its 
production, or promoting it to others 
who could benefit from reading it 
every month. It's an exciting time for 
Renaissance. Thanks ever so much 
for your support. 
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Now The Entertainment 

San Diego City Council has decid
ed that it's a good idea to repeal their 
anti-crossdressing ordinance. I bet 
most of the crossdresssers in San 
Diego didn't even know they where 
breaking the law. Sure, a few of the 
girls will always attract the attention 
of the fashion police, but the city cops 
probably weren't paying that much 
attention. The ordinance was a left 
over from 1966. 

It seems that back in the Swinging 
'60s the sailors stationed at the three 
area Naval bases had a problem 
telling the boys from the girls, and it 
wasn't just because them hippies had 
long hair. Apparently there were a lot 
of drag prostitutes working the docks 
back then, and the sailors weren't too 
perceptive. City Council decided it 
had to keep the boys from consorting 
with the wrong sort of hooker and the 
anti-crossdressing law was enacted. 
Duh. The ordinance was nicknamed 
the "Johns Consumer Protection 
Act." Just another example of how 
government can waste the taxpayer's 
money. 

The current Police Chief didn't 
oppose repealing the antiquated law, 
and the City Attorney even admitted 
the law was unnecessary. He said 
there were plenty of anti-prostitution 
laws on the books. I imagine the only 
time the law was used to charge 
someone was when they were already 
under arrest for prostitution, so what's 
the point? 

The Public Safety and 
Neighborhood Services Committee 
voted unanimously to recommend 
repeal of the ordinance to the full 
Council. Soon San Diego cross
dressers who are out for a little shop
ping and a tasteful lunch can breath a 
sigh of relief as they boldly and confi
dently go anywhere they want with 
out fear of being arrested as a TV 
prostitute. Of course the city still has 
those anti-hooker laws so make sure 
you don't try to pick up any money on 
the side, girls. 



News Beat. .. 
It Ain't Camelot 

I think they've been running for 
awhile, but just the other day I got to 
see the Mercedes spot with Robert 
Goulet in a meter maid outfit. (I 
think there's one where he's dressed 
as a female toll collector, too.) Lovely 
Hita Meter Maid he ain't. Bobby, 
Bobby, Bobby, we just love a woman 
in uniform. Seriously, this is the trend 
lately, guys in dresses in ads, on 
shows. 'Vhile most often, as in the 
Mercedes spots, it's done as a source 
of humor (derived from the juxtaposi

tion of strong masculine images with 
feminine/glamour images) I believe it 
is a sign that society is getting more 
tolerant on the subject. Sure they may 
still think it's kind of weird, but when 
people can see Robert Goulet in drag, 
moustache and all on their TV it's not 
that hard for them to accept a TV in 
their neighborhood. 

Another example is Conan 

O'Brien's high heel comments on his 
April 14th show. He was interviewing 
a sexy young actress/model, and he 
commented on how hard it must be to 
walk in those shoes. He then casually 

interjected that he always found it 
hard to walk in heels. He quickly 
added that he only wore them for 
skits on the show, but it was interest

ing that he could touch on the subject 
at all on national television. 
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More Signs of Acceptance 

A couple of months ago before the 
GPC meeting we had some pre-meet
ing meetings that brought folks to the 
GPC meeting site early. After the pre
meeting meetings some of the girls 
were hungry so we decided to dine at 
a nearby restaurant. There were five 
of us and we took two cars. The first 
carload arrived before my companion 
and I, and they were already seated at 
the bar when we came in. That makes 
three crossdressers at the bar, two 
walking the length of the packed 
restaurant to join them. What was the 
reaction? Nonexistent. It was almost 

disappointing. A girl likes to feel that 
she has caused some stir. 

We enjoyed our cocktails and then 
repaired to the upstairs dining room. 
(The main floor was packed.) I got 
delayed and the others were lead 
upstairs ahead of me. I almost walked 
into the kitchen trying to catch up 
(gracious, that Pink Squirrel went 
right to my head) and some of the 
diners and staff pointed me in the 
right direction. 

We had our meals in a small room 
that was as packed as the downstairs. 

No one there said anything, and I'm 
talking family dining, here. 

Conversations continued uninterrupt
ed as we entered, dined and paid the 
bill. I was the last one out and as I 
started down the steps one patron 
gave vent to a short, low volume wolf 
whistle. Finally, attention! I guess it 

Mon.-Thur.-Fri : 9:00 to 9:00 • Tues.-Wed.-Sat.: 9:00 to 5:30 SELMA BLAKER 

215-788-2857 

was the short dress that finally broke 
'em down. 

A couple of the girls went there for 
dinner last month, too. Again, they 
said the reception was totally low key. 
The moral of the story? Don't let your 
transgender status make you a prison
er. Many times we stay at home, or go 
somewhere and then stay in the car, 
because we're afraid of what people 
might say. As long as you stay out of 
places with names like Bubba's Brew 
House, and The Fag Bashers Pub, 
you'll probably be OK. Have fun! 

And that's it for another month. 
Remember to floss every day, make 
sure you clean your skin thoroughly 
after wearing makeup, and sign up to 
help us expand this newsletter into 
the best damn magazine in the TC 
community. Ya know ya wanna. 

I'm a busy woman and I've only got 
so many eyes and ears. ~f you see or 
hear anything that would he <f inter
est to the readers of News & Views, 
please send it along to N&V, 987 Old 
Eagle School Road, Suite 719, Wayne, 
PA 19087, or email it to: 
<news@ren.org>. Make sure you 

identify yourself so I can give you 
credit for sending in the information ... 
or I'll just say I found it myself on the 
Internet. Like I've got time to surf. 

609-428-8448 

Wig Service Shop 
Headquarters for Extra Wide Widths 

and Hard to Fit Sizes 
Private Fitting If Desired 

Morty & Marlene Silverstein 
Neil & Cheryl Gervon 

308 Mill Street 
Bristol, PA 19007 
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Specializing in the Sales and Service 
of all Human & Synthetic Pieces 

Barclay Towers 

1200 East Marlton Pike, Cherry Hill, NJ 08034 

Hours 11AM to 4PM, Mon. to Sat. 



Evolution ... 
reach .... all external to and totally inde
pendent of Renai ssance. 

Also, there are now more ways to 
obtain knowledge about ourselves; 
more savvy therapists; more role mod
els; more communication resources, 
from magazines such as LadyLike to 
online facilities such as TC Fomm; 
more suitable and cooperative ven
dors; and more positive portrayals of 
us in the media. So why do we need 
to belong to anything anyway? Why 
continue to invest our money on dues 
and our time on meetings? 

Again, the legitimate big questions 
are: Has Renaissance and its sister 
organizations outlived their useful
ness? Are they anachronisms? Have 
they become victims of their own suc
cess? Have they done their job and 
now it's time for them to fade into the 
sunset? The answers are not easy. 

I've grappled with them for about 
a year now ... well at least up until our 
recent Renaissance Leadership 
Conference. Several weeks ago our 
Chapters and Affiliates were invited 
to send their Managing Directors to a 
day-long Workshop. While not every
one made it, we had enough strong 
representation that it turned into one 
of the most spirited, developmentally 
productive, and perhaps pivotal days 
we've experienced as a leadership 
group. \ Ve shared countless ideas on 
revenue generation, outreach, and 
office administrative tips . 

But the brightest light bulb shined 
during our morning session when we 
focused on our responsibility to meet 
the needs of the members of 
Renaissance. The needs of members 
as a whole are complex. Each of us as 
a member is ever maturing and as 
such has needs that are continuously 
evolving ... we are all moving pictures, 
not snapshots. Add to this the fact 

Nota Bene: 
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that our environment (social, cultural, 
political, and the like) is a dynamic 
landscape ... pulling or pushing us in 
different directions at any given point 
in time. It's a little daunting when you 
think about it! How can one organiza
tion provide meaningful support to 
everyone all the time? The reality is 
that we must continue to try. 

Let's look at what our conference 
brainstorming session came up with . 
\Ve suggested essentially that we have 
to become more mernber-
sensitive .. . more responsive. \Ve took a 
stab at identifying the range of the 
different characteristics of our mem
bers and potential members. Through 
discussion we found that these charac
teristics fall into categories or phas-
es ... some distinctions being very sub
tle; some overlapping. Though not 
necessarily linear or sequential, our 
lives tend to touch upon many of 
them as we set out to explore and 
develop our other selves. 

Each member of Renaissance is in 
his/her own stage of growth and 
development. For example: 

1. \Ve are transgendered, but we 
don't as yet know it. \Ve feel we are 
different and all alone. \Ve believe we 
could be the only one in the world 
like this . We are anxious and 
troubled. 

2. \Ve know we are transgendered. 
We have a fear of reaching out to tell 
anyone. \Ve want to remain anony
mous. 

3. We remain in the closet, but we 
begin to make contact with others 
presumed to be like ourselves. 

4. \Ve have found a TC group but 
are not yet ready to venture out. \Ve 
are very reluctant to walk through that 
door for the first time. 

5. We attend our first meeting. 
6. We regularly go to meetings; but 

remain anonymous. 
7. \Ve attend monthly meetings 

and participate on a social basis only 
to make friends . 

8. \Ve become active and involved , 
serving on committees and 
special projects. 

9. \Ve continue to be active and 
would like to do more, but our 
energies are lessening because we are 
just plain burned out. 

10. \Ve are former members, hav
ing quit for a variety of reasons. 

There are even some more varia
tions . But even using what has been 
stated above, can you, dear reader, see 
yourself in any of these? This list does 
not claim to be all inclusive. But even 
as the list stands, in many ways it 
speaks to the profound responsibility 
of both the leadership of Renaissance 
and of each of us as members. 

One major answer to our success 
as an organization, then, has to lie 
within our collective ability to meet 
the needs of all members on as much 
of a personal level as an organizational 
structure can allow. But that struc
ture is really the collective result of 
each of us . \Ve can each help 
Renaissance continue to be a meeting 
place, a place of learning and socializ
ing, a place where we can each 
express ourselves in ways not always 
possible elsewhere, in spite of the 
increased opportunities in society as a 
whole. 

In many ways it is through 
Renaissance, with its meetings and 
newsletter, for example, that we each 
prepare ourselves for venturing forth 
into the wider community. At the 
same time we are each part of the 
solution to making Renaissance itself 
a place where the individual can 
evolve, which means that we must 
each become more involved in the 
evolution of Renaissance. It is that 
twofold evolution that is the twofold 
challenge facing us all as leaders A., 
and members alike. 8 

We would like to solicit your opinions on both this article and Renaissance 
in general. Does your personal evolution as a transgendered person mirror 
what Ms. Dale described above? And how do you think Renaissance should 
go about its mission of providing support to our community? Please email 

Ms. Dale at sunrise200@aol.com with your viewpoints. Thank you. 

6 
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One of the little-known duties of a 
"News&Views" columnist is to solve 
thorny social and political problems 
with a few glib remarks. Come to 
think of it, that is also the job descrip
tion for the panelists on any of the 
political roundtable shows. But never
mind that. 

I think I may have come up with a 
workable method of gun control that 
even the most rabid gun nuts could 
get behind. 

Our forefathers guaranteed the 
right of all Americans to bear arms. 
And we've been arguing about it ever 
since. Being the great Americans they 
are, gun enthusiasts believe that they 
must not only bear arms, but stockpile 
them in collections which in many 
cases leads to family tragedy in almost 
laughably ridiculous accidents. But 
nevermind that. 

My first solution was to restrict the 
bearing of arms to muskets, which I 
was sure the gun enthusiasts would 
approve because of their devotion to 
18th century Constitutionality. 
However, I realized that their devo
tion only ran so far and we're talking 
killing power here (when you get right 
down to it) and muskets ain't worth a 
spit if you like to walk on the wild side 
and tempt your kids to play with your 
guns while you're not home. So nev
ermind that idea. 

My latest proposal is to collect all 
the firearms out there and replace 
them with Pit Bull dogs. The advan
tage of this idea is that you still get 
the dangerous killing power with the 
Pit Bull and you always have the 
threat that the dog will turn on some 
member of your immediate family 
(whether by design or accident) ... the 
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same way a gun could. \Ve all remem
ber the Reagan Administration plan to 
trade "Arms for Hostages''. In my pro
posal, the citizenry would be trading 
"Arms for Hostile Dogs''. 

It's not only workable .. .it's glib. 

WHOSE OX IS BEING GORED? 
The "Channel" newsletter of the 

ETVC group in San Francisco, 
California carried a letter to the editor 
complaining about an insulting 
remark against the gay community by 
one of the group's columnists. 

Sandra Brewer had written a brief 
review of an episode of the TV show 
"Union Square" in which a crossdress
er was depicted as a responsible 
member of society. A woman on the 
show, speaking about the crossdresser, 
pointed out that he wasn't gay and the 
crossdresser replied, "You see, I'm 
normal." Sandra remarked in her 
review that it was indicative of "the 
spirit of public acceptance slowly 
replacing the ridicule we've endured 
for so long." 

The complaining letter writer, who 
used the name Victoria Secret, point
ed out that Sandra had insulted the 
gay community by agreeing with the 
comment that the crossdresser was 
"normal" because he wasn't gay. The 
implication thereby being that gay is 
not "normal". The letter also called 
the editorial staff of the "Channel" 
newsletter to task for printing Sandra's 
insensitive comment without re
proach. "It is this kind of attitude on 
the part of ETVC members that 
destroys all the work that Ginny 
Knuth did in trying to forge a bond 
between ETVC and the gay commu
nity. It is this kind of attitude that 
causes many in the gay community to 
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view ETVC as a group of middle
aged, middle-class, hypocritical 
homophobes." 

Sandra's remark in her column is 
perhaps indefensible but it wasn't 
meant to paint "normal" as straight
only. It was one of those unfortunate 
slips that can occur in the euphoria of 
seeing things only from the cross
dressing viewpoint. The show "Union 
Square" and Sandra in her review 
tiied to make a positive statement 
about crossdressers while uncon
sciously insulting the gay community. 
We understand what's being said .. .it's 
just a shame it wasn't said in a differ
ent manner. 

LIFEBOAT PROCEDURES IN 
THE AGE OF POLITICAL COR
RECTNESS 

My friend Marisa Richmond of the 
Tennessee Vais in Nashville, 
Tennessee had an interesting item in 
her "Queen's Throne" column in their 
monthly newsletter. She mentioned a 
column she read in their local news
paper, "The Tennesseean", in which 
the "women and children first" rule 
of lifeboat chivalry was called into 
question in this new age of gender 
equality. The question was, of course, 
prompted by the film "Titanic". 

Marisa expanded the question to 
include the changing definition of 
gender. She writes, "Increasingly, we 
see gender is not binary. Several 
modern day writers have suggested 
we need not limit ourselves to just 
two genders. Some cultures have 
seven or more. Given this, who gets 
saved in the next disaster?" 

With this thought in mind, I imag
ined a modern day lifeboat boarding 
emergency which might run some
thing like this: 

"Children under the age of con
sent in West Virginia ... all other chil
dren who are not on bail in criminal 
cases where they are charged as 
adults ... genetic females who did not 
support the Equal Rights Amend
ment.. .all other women who have 
never failed an Olympic hormonal 
test. .. post-operative male-to-female 
transsexuals .. .intersexed persons liv
ing as females ... pre-operative male-



to-female transsexuals in the real life 
test with certified therapist's 
letter ... any female-to-male transsexu
als who are now having second 
thoughts ... transgendered persons liv
ing full time as female ... anyone identi
fying as "gender queer" or who has 
ever questioned the cultural gender 
paradigm ... outwardly effeminate 
men .. .female-to-male transgender 
persons with or without hormonally 
induced facial hair ... crossdressers 
wearing any article of feminine under
garment beneath their pajamas and 
life jacket... [glub, glub, glub] ... and 
finally, any man other than ship's crew 
who is now identifying himself as 
shark bait." 

The scary thing is that I probably 
left out a few points along the increas
ingly tortured gender spectrum. But 
we gotta start somewhere. 

DON'T HATE THEM BECAUSE 
THEY'RE BEAUTIFUL 

Last year, I wrote an item about 
choosing our femme names and in
cluded the origins or meanings behind 
some of the most common names 
chosen by crossdressers. One name 
that has recently taken on mythic pro
portions in Renaissance is "Amanda''. 

The two Amanda's in question are 
both extremely beautiful, both having 
been named "Princess of the 
Poconos" while attending JoAnn's 
semi-annual bacchanal in the moun
tains. That would be annoying enough 
for the rest of us "beauty-challenged" 
crossdressers. But it turns out they're 
both svveethearts, ·which makes it even 
harder to condemn them for looking 
so damn good. 

And now we have a relatively new 
Renaissance girl who goes by the 
name "Amy", which is a diminutive of 
"Amanda", and she shares some of the 
same natural gifts that distinguish the 
before mentioned goddesses. 

'Vhen I wrote the "'Vhat's in a 
Name?" item in this column last year, 
I was trying to point out that we could 
use a name to create a persona. Now 
that I think of the coincidence of our 
beautiful Amanda's, I am thinking that 
perhaps a name has even more power 
than I imagined. Would these t\vo 
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bombshells look as good if their ames 
were Gertrude, Agnes, or ... Dina? 
Somehow I think not. 

Many years ago, a group of us 
decided that we had too many 
Michelles in Renaissance, so we insti
tuted a "No More Michelle" rule for 
newcomers. Now I suspect that we 
may have a mad rush of name 
changes to "Amanda" in the hope that 
some of the cachet of that name will 
rub off on them. Sorry, girls, you're 
too late because we just retired that 
name and it will hang from the rafters 
as homage to a couple of extremely 
good-looking broads who came 
before. 

THE BENEFITS AND PITFALLS 
OF CORSETRY 

The "Finesse" newsletter of the 
Central Illinois Gender Association in 
Galesburg, Illinois prints excerpts of 
interesting articles from other TC 
newsletters in their monthly editions. 
The March issue cribbed an item 
from the "Old Hags and Sagging 
Bags" newsletter, which is published 
"for crossdressers of a certain age" 
and with a sense of humor - as is obvi
ous from the title. 

A 68 year old crossdresser named 
Madelyn wrote to extol the virtues of 
corsetry. Madge claims that wearing a 
corset beneath one's attire, whether 
male or female attire, can ease back 
pain, much as a back brace is 
designed to do. But medicinal bene
fits aside, corsetry is just (as Austin 
Powers might say) her bag, baby! "I 
also wear tight girdles during the day
time under my male attire .", Madelyn 
writes. And she continues with this 
admission, "I have even slept at night 
wearing a corselet or girdle." 

A couple of thoughts came to mind 
as I read Madelyn's thoughts on 
corsets. Firstly, many crossdressers 
have also entertained the idea of 
climbing into bed while wearing their 
corset although I don't think that get
ting a good night's sleep was necessar
ily a part of the fantasy. But secondly, 
I had to wonder about a 68 year old 
man wearing women's foundation gar
ments under his male clothing. To be 
perfectly blunt about it, that is an age 
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where a sudden medical crisis could 
find oneself being wheeled into an 
emergency ward as a team of nurses 
and interns strips off the patient's 
clothing to administer treatment. 

One thing you don't need to hear 
as you lose consciousness is "Cramps 
is wearing ladies underwear." 

I want an EKG, six cc's of pheno
barb ... and a complete test for gender 
dysphoria. Stat! 

QUESTIONS, QUESTIONS, 
QUESTIONS 

I see a lot of question and answer 
type of articles in other newsletters. 
It's always a good format, easy to read, 
usually dispensing good information. 
However, the answers are only as 
good as the questions, and since the 
author of the article is usually writing 
both, one must be careful for hidden 
biases in the results. 

One such Q&A article was reprint
ed from IFGE's "Transgender 
Tapestry" magazine in the Carolina 
Trans-Sensual Alliance newsletter "All 
the Beautiful People" published in 
Charlotte, North Carolina. The article 
was titled "13 Most Asked Questions 
About Crossdressing - Answered", 
written by Cally Nichols. 

As a service to my readership 
(hello, Mom), I have taken the liberty 
of answering a few of the questions 
myself as a sort of anti-virus against 
any of Cally's biases sneaking into her 
project. Here goes: 

"Am I a Crossdresser?" If you are 
a 68 year old man and you are wear
ing a whalebone corset under your 
leisure suit, the answer is a decided 
Yes! Although, you may simply be 
wearing it for that nagging back pain, 
in which case the answer is ... Yeah , 
Probably. Back pain, my ass. 

"If There Is Nothing Wrong With 
Me, Why Do I Feel So Bad?" Maybe 
if you tighten the laces on your corset, 
that nagging back pain will go away. 

"Am I a Homosexual in Denial?" 
No way, not me, never, unh-unh, 
what, are you kidding'? 

"Can I Protect My Identity If I 
Join a Support Group?" Yes, protect-

continued on page 14 
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Sexual Orientation & Gender Identity 
There seems to be a tremendous 

amount of confusion surrounding the 
dimensions of sexual orientation (gay, 
straight or bisexual) and gender iden
tity (transsexual, transvestite, cross
dresser, drag queen). In doing train
ings of professionals and talking with 
lay audiences, I explain that these 
aspects of human beings are com
pletely independent of one another. 

Just as non-transgenders can be 
gay, straight or bisexual, so, too, can 
transgendered folks. The question 
that persists in many people's minds, 
even TGs, is whether transgenders are 
gay or straight when they are crossing 
(living, dressing, etc.) as compared to 
their orientation when living in their 
societally-assigned gender role. Have 
I lost you yet? 

The confusion is due to our lan
guage as well as the poorly under
stood concept of the immutability of 
one's sexual object choice even as the 
expression of gender identity changes. 
I suggest people forget the terms gay, 
straight and bi- for the moment, 

because they are purely relative to the 
person's gender. If an individual is in 
transition it is difficult to get a handle 
on this concept. Instead, let's focus 
on the gender of the trans-person's 
desired object - male, female or both. 

At this point, we need to address 
the varieties of transgender expres
sions. Transvestites (also referred to as 
crossdressers) are almost always males 
who are attracted to females, although 
some may also find men attractive. 
\Vhen they crossdress they maintain 
their attraction to the gender they 
enjoy when not dressed. 

Transsexuals may be men or 
women who may be attracted to 
either men, women, or both. As they 
transition from their societally
assigned gender to the role they are 
more comfortable in, their sex object 
usually remains as it was pre-transi
tion. The exception to this pattern 
occurs in the case of individuals who 
are so homophobic that they had only 
allowed themselves relationships with 
those of the opposite sex. Transition 

Renaissance Library Report 
by Lee Etscovitz, Renaissance 

National Librarian 
The Library Discussion Group met 

on Wednesday, April 1, attended by 
an increasing number of participants 
who welcome the opportunity to 
attend an ongoing discussion of trans
gender issues. The next meeting will 
be held on \Vednesday, May 1, 1998 
at the Woods from 8:00 to 9:30 PM. 

At that meeting we will have as 
guests the mother and father of a 
female to male (MtF) transsexual. 
They will discuss informally their 
experience as parents of a transgen-

dered child. Of course, their experi
ence \vill have implications for all of 
us as the transgendered children of 
our own parents. 

That's the good news. The bad 
news, at least for those participants 
who have enjoyed the monthly oppor
tunity for a midweek discussion of 
transgender issues, is that, unless a 
new discussion leader is found for this 
group, it will be discontinued as a 
mid-week offe ring. However, its 
founder and leader, Dr. Lee Etscovitz, 
will continue to conduct a similar 
group, open to all, on a regular basis 
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may release these people to experi
ence a relationship with the gender 
they truly are attracted to, and ironi
cally, to maintain a heterosexual life 
style. Now, I'm sure I've lost you! 

Now let's see if we can tackle the 
language that identifies sexual orien
tation. A male-to-female individual 
who lived a heterosexual life before 
transition will most likely continue to 
find women sexually attractive. How
ever, her sexual orientation will 
appear to have shifted from straight 
to gay, though she remains attracted 
to women throughout. 

A female-to-male who was attract
ed to women and identified as a les
bian, will usually maintain this attrac
tion, but will re-identify as straight. 
Trans-people who were attracted to 
both sexes have the easiest time of all, 
linguistically-speaking, for they 
remain bisexual. 

Of course, transitioning is a com
plex process which throws many 
aspects of one's life out of kilter and 
requires a re-balancing of many sys
tems. Certainly, sexual orientation is 
not immune. Next month's article 
will deal with the impact of this 
process on sexual orientation. 

Dr. Anderson is located at 1.537 
Franklin St, Suite 104, San Francisco, 
CA 94109. Tel: 415-776-0139. 

at every monthly meeting of the 
Philadelphia Chapter under the aus
pices of the chapter itself. 

This group will meet in a confer
ence room at the \Voods from 9:30 to 
10:30 PM as an alternative to the 
main meeting for those who wish to 
explore transgender issues. Anyone 
and everyone is welcome to attend. 
As a rule, the topic or topics to be dis
cussed will develop from the concerns 
and interests expressed by those in 
attendance at the time of the meeting. 

A 
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Colorado Hate Crimes Bill Dies 
April 9, 1998 - Denver 
The Hate Crimes bill to expand the 

existing Ethnic Intimidation Act died 
for the second year in a row in the 
Colorado House Approptiations com
mittee. This is the fourth year that a 
similar bill has been killed by the leg
islature. The bill would add sexual ori
entation, disability and age to the 
existing Ethnic Intimidation Act and 
would also change the name of the 
crime from 'Ethnic Intimidation' to 
'Hate Crime' in keeping with lan
guage used at the federal level. The 
bill was sponsored by Rep. Penfield 
Tate (D-Denver) and was brought for
ward by a coalition of groups support
ing lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans
gender people, people with disabili
ties and seniors. 

"Perpetrators of hate violence com
mit these crimes because they think 
we won't fight back and that no one 
cares enough to protect us." said Sue 
Anderson, Executive Director of 

Equality Colorado. "Our elected offi
cials have again made a clear state
ment that they indeed don't care. If 
perpetrators of hate crimes against 
people based on race, religion, ethnic
ity or national origin deserve to have 
additional penalties added to their 
charges, then this should be true for 
perpetrators of ALL hate crimes. 
Sadly, the legislature finds that other 
victims of hate crimes should not be 
recognized. This sends a frightening 
message to both perpetrators and vic
tims." 

According to the FBI, a crime is 
classified as bias-motivated or a hate 
crime when it is clear that "the 
off ender's actions were motivated, in 
whole or in part, by bias." Hate crime 
laws send a clear, unequivocal mes
sage to victims, perpetrators and law 
enforcement officials that crimes 
motivated by bigotry and hatred will 
not be tolerated and should receive 
harsher punishment. According to 

Building a Transformational Movement 
by Kerry Lobel 
[WASHINGTON, DC-April 14, 

1998-The following remarks are 
excerpted from a keynote address 
given by Kerry Lobel at the Fifth 
International Bisexual Conference 
held in Cambridge, MA from April 3 -
April 5, 1998. Kerry Lobel is 
Executive Director of the National 
Gay and Lesbian Task Force 
(NGLTF). Founded in 1973, the 
National Gay and Lesbian Task Force 
works to eliminate prejudice, violence 
and injustice against gay, lesbian, 
bisexual and transgendered people at 
the local, state and national level. As 
part of a broader social justice move
ment for freedom, justice and equali
ty, NGLTF is creating a world that 
respects and celebrates the diversity 
of human expression and identity 
where all people may fully participate 
in society.] 

Twenty-five years after my coming 
out, and in NGLTF's twenty-fifth year, 

I find myself at the helm of the oldest 
national gay, lesbian, bisexual and 
transgender civil rights organization. 
I'd like to tell you about my vision for 
NGLTF and the principles I hold 
dear as we work for social justice. 

We must be a transformational 
movement - one that brings all people 
forward together and that fundamen
tally challenges and transforms our 
society. At our core, we must recog
nize that we, too, have bought into 
the myths about how we are culturally 
represented. How many of our orga
nizations are led by people of color, 
by bisexual or trans gendered people? 
How many of our organizations work 
on issues like affirmative action, wel
fare, immigration, and child care? 

We act as if we believe the myth of 
gay whiteness, of gay wealth, and all 
too many of us are content to be just 
like everyone else. Here's the reality. 
Not all of us want to be like everyone 
else. \i\le make a serious mistake when 
we create a dress code for civil rights. 
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preliminary research by the National 
Institute Against Prejudice and 
Violence, victims of bias crimes suffer 
two to three times more symptoms of 
trauma than victims of comparable 
crimes that do not involve prejudice. 

The Federal Hate Crimes Statistics 
Act calls for voluntary data collection 
of hate climes, including those on the 
basis of sexual orientation. 
Compliance concerning all hate 
crimes with the voluntary reporting 
program by law enforcement contin
ues to be a significant problem across 
the country. According to FBI statis
tics, in Colorado in 1996, only 27 out 
of 230 law enforcement agencies 
reported in this program. Reporting 
on crimes against gays and lesbians, 
people with disabilities and seniors 
are mostly disregarded in what little 
hate crime reporting exists in 
Colorado, since these groups are not 
included in Colorado law. 

As a young woman, I was taught 
that bisexuals were fence-sitters, 
unwilling or unable to choose a sexual 
orientation, unwilling to face the stig
ma of being gay or lesbian, seeking 
comfort in heterosexual privilege. 
What harm was done to me and oth
ers with these very notions cannot be 
calculated, but the harm to our move
ment has been enormous. 

I believe that our process as a com
munity must reflect the world that we 
want to build. If we want to be like 
everyone else, we will act like every
one else. We will be greedy, we will 
value style over substance, and we will 
cast out those that challenge us and 
our comfortable assumptions. 

If we want to build a movement 
that is transformational, we will model 
honesty, we will model openness, and 
we will take the risks that challenge 
conventional thinking. We will act 
with integrity in our personal relation-

continued on page 14 
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uzz 
.JoAnn Roberts - CyberQueen 

our neigh
bors and also to love our enemies
pmhahly because they are generally 
the same people." 

- G. K Chesterton 

I ha\~ some good news, for a change, about 
the Intemational Foundation for 
Gender Education. Their annual conven
tion.. held this year in Toronto, Canada, 

a rousing suc:cess. The success of the 
e\l'll '' ns due in no little pmt to the tireless 
eDffi!\- and efforts ofMiqqi Gilbert, Pam 
Geddes and the rest of the girls from 
Xpressions, the local host group. 
Congratulations, ladies! I'll bet it was scads 

fun when it was time for the Trinity 
_ ~ \\foch were shared this year by 

lnslow Street Fund (W'SF) chair Abby 
~pen- \\'SF critic Judy Osborne, 

...H.I0'1.l \JOU SanJen and Holly Boswell. The 
lrginia Prince lifetime achievement 

went to Jamison Green, the first 
the award has gone to an FtM person. 

- _-taro James! However, no WSF grants 
fl'e annow1ced this year. 

11r Hmnan Rights Campaign (HRC) 
· a full page ad in the Impact New.~, a 

"' _ 1esbian nBYspaper in New Orleans, 
~:"IIllJl:in-11:!:;::, to refute the charge that HRC 
- u:msgender unfoendly. Recently, the 

enaissance affiliate Gulf Gender 
,,._,,,~"'-"' stepped up a h-ansgencler boycott 

HRC fund raising dinners. The boycott 

has been criticized by HRC suppo1ters and 
by Nancy Nangeroni, Executive Director 
of the International Foundation for 
Gender Education (IFGE). In the ad, 
HRC outlines its support of transgencler 
issues citing things like working v.;ith 
GenderPAC and IFGE, <md supporting 
transgender-inclusion in Hate Crimes legis
lation. Someone needs to explain a few facts 
to HRC: (1) The transgencler commw1ity's 
leadership is not represented by IFGE. (2) 
The transgender commw1ity's political con
sensus is not represented by GenclerPAC. 
(3) The community's political goal is h-ans
gender inclusion in the Employment 
Non-Di.,e,Timination Act, nothing less. 

._. ........ 
I have to make an observation here. A 
few years ago, the future of the trans
gender community looked extremely 
bright. The nationals seemed to have 
settled into a cooperative mode of 
working programs together like the 
National Association of Social \Vorkers 
conference as the Transgender 
Community Alliance (TAC) . The 
first national transgender lobby day 
brought over 100 activists together to 
work for a common goal and eventual
ly resulted in the attempt to create a 
political lobbying organization, 
GenderPAC. Today, I am sad to 
report, the notion of a unified commu
nity appears as elusive as ever. TAC 
is nowhere to be found. Participation 
between the nationals has dropped to 
zero. There are no plans to make 
shared presentations at any meetings 
or conferences. \Vhat little activity 
there is, is being clone solo by one 
organization. GenderPAC has become 
a political joke and an embarrassment. 
It is extremely difficult to even find the 
word transgencler in GenclerPAC these 
clays and the GPAC "HTGIC" does not 
communicate with the community 
directly. I was told that a leader from a 
major national organization visited 
Philadelphia recently. If true, that 
"leader" made no attempt to contact 
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the leadership of Renaissance which 
is based in Philadelphia. That, to me, 
is a major sign of disrespect and sure
ly no way to build community. And 
that's what has me worried. I see few 
signs of cooperation, and fewer signs 
of community-building. Before it gets 
much worse, I suggest a summit meet
ing of the board chairs and executive 
directors of the community's nationals to 
work out a set of common goals <md 
ways to work together to achieve them. It 
would be a step as major as that first 
national lobby day gathering but one 
with much farther reaching implications. 

Dallas Denny penned a tirade 
against the Clarke Institute (Toronto, 
Canada) published in the April 13th 
issue of Transgender Forum. In a 
nutshell, Ms. Denny complained that 
staff of the Clarke have infiltrated the 
Harry Benjamin International 
Gender Dysphoria Association 
(HBIGDA) and are driving the devel
opment of the new Standards of 
Care (SOC) for the treatment of 
transsexuals. Denny believes that parts 
of the new SOC are, in her words, 
"unethical." She all but called the 
Clarke the Evil Empire. I vvould not 
be one to say that opinion pieces have 
no place in public discussions, but in 
this case Dallas crossed the line. It was 
an unprofessional piece of name call
ing and very unbecoming of Ms. Dem1y. 

The Renaissance Spring Ball was not 
quite the success the Renaissance leader
ship had hoped for but neither was it a fail
ure. It turned out to be more of a Spring 
dinner than a Ball, but the 40 or so people 
who attended had a great time. 
Renaissance Executive Director, Angela 
Gardner, handed out a few swprise awards 
for excellence beyond the call of duty. One 
of the honorees was Emily Sheldon, a 
longtime member and supporter from the 
very beginning of the orgm1ization. Ms. 
Sheldon is one of the key people responsi-



ble for seeing that members get their 
newsletter each and eve1y month. It's not a 
glrnnomus job but one that needs to get 
done. Look amund your 0\\~1 organization 
<md take the time to thrn1k those who do the 
giuntwork 

If you've been wonde1ing why I've not 
mentioned <my of the transgender Usenet 
newsgroups, it's because they're general
ly useless and a waste of time. If a news
group hasn't yet been ovemm with x-rated 
spam, then the pmticipants seem to be 
arguing about the most imme aspects of 
h·m1sgender life. For the most part the 
flrnne wars fall into three categories: trans
sexuals vs. transgende1ists, which is better; 
transgenderists and transsexuals vs. cross
clressers, which is better; and Laura 
Blake against eve1yone else. If you come 

· across Ms. Blake online, ignore her. If you 
hy to engage her in debate, you'll be in for 
a deluge of vulgar invective should you 
happen to disagi·ee with her. 

Does this sound at all familiar? 
Researchers have dismvered a new body
image disorder called muscle dysmor
phia. It oc.'Curs among body builders (male 
and female) who, while impressively mus
culm~ believe themselves to be pw1y, or in 
the case of women, too fat. Muscle dys
morphia is a form of body dysmorphia in 
which the person believes there is some
thing honibly wrong with his or her looks 
despite appearing "nonnal" to eve1yone 
else and seeks cosmetic surge1y to conect 
the imagined disfigurement. Go figure! ----Purple seems to be the color for Spring. 
Both Revlon (LavenDare) and Max Factor 
(Wdd Lilacs) have complete lines based on 
pwple hues. The Max Factor line centers 
on three colors: Wdd White, Wdd Blue 
m1d Wdd Lilac, for nails, lips and eyes. I 
love Max Factor cosmetics because they're 
available in every drugstore mKl they're well 
made. And speaking of drug stores, did you 
know that if you buy cosmetics at Rite Aid 
m1d absolutely hate them, you can return 
them for your money back? 

This came in over the net from our 
Shopping Queen, Jessica Brandon -
"I have a tip for you to share with all 
our sisters. I use Dr. Scholl's cush-
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ioned insoles (men's largest size) in all 
my shoes, but what I recently began 
doing is snipping off two inches 
from the toes of the insoles. I find that 
change makes wearing pumps and the 
like much more comfortable since my 
toes and the insole material aren't 
crammed together in the same narrow 
space, and it still maintains full cush
ioning for the rest of my feet. During a 
recent outing, I went over six hours in 
a pair of three-inch heels without so 
much as a twinge. Usually, I get no 
more than four hours before that hap
pens." Thanks, Jess, for that great tip. .. .. .. .. 
There may be hope for the guys yet. In 
the May issue of marie claire they did 
a piece called "What Looks Sexier? 
Your choice or his?" Guess what? In 
three out of the four couples, "her" 
choice was more sexy and "his" was 
much more elegant. Only with couple 
number one did the guy's choice reveal 
more skin than the woman's choice, 
but even at that his choice was a long dress 
with an asymmetrical shoulder. Of the 
other three, only one was actually dressed 
sexy. She wore a very short tm1k dress with 
a bra top and high heels. The other two 
women needed help. One woman wore a 
black suit with a ve1y shmt skirt, black hose 
and black spike heels. Very nice looking 
but not exactly sexy. The most outra
geous outfit consisted of a very sheer 
long pink dress that showed all the wear
er's underwear (black panties, green bra) 
topped with a grass green angora shoul
der wrap .. .tres bizarre. Obviously these 
last two women need to be dating 
transvestites who could show them a 
thing or two about sexy dressing. 

Here's another set of look 10 lbs. 
thinner tricks ... Wear suits rather than 
dresses. The more lines and seams you 
have, the less anyone will pay attention 
to not so perfect body parts under
neath ... If you must wear a dress, 
choose one with an empire waistline. 
These are ve1y forgiving if you have 
slight a tummy bulge ... \Vear skinny 
diagonal stripes, the skinnier the bet
ter ... \Vear knits with a small textured 
pattern ... Wear black It's the simplest 
and best trick Forget brown or navy ... 

I3 

Avoid pleats of any kind. They add 
pounds .. . Avoid Lycra (I know it's 
tough). It clings and you have to be 
buff. .. Avoid mid-calf skirts ... Invest in 
Nancy Ganz Bodyslimmers lingerie. 

.-. _. .-. .-. 
I almost never revisit a fashion subject, but 
I have to let you know that I took 
Deborah's advice from the March mlumn 
and visited the Total Shaving Solution 
<www.totalshavingsolution.com> web
site to order some of the shaving oil. At 
the Renaissance GPC meeting in 
March I overheard several girls dis
cussing how great they thought the 
product was and figured I'd better tiy 
it, too. It really does work as adver
tised. I don't think I've had a cleaner 
closer shave in ages. Visit the site and 
request a free sample which should last 
you for three shaves and that's about all 
you'll need to be convinced. 

I used to use Stagelight cosmetics con
tour powder that I bought in J.C. 
Penney's but then I couldn't find it any 
more. I stumbled over the anS\ver in a 
recent issue of Allure magazine. 
Stagelight went out of business, but 
Alcone cosmetics, a theatrical supply 
house in New York City, will match any 
Stagelight product. Call 718-361-8373. In 
case you're at all interested, the hottest 
eye color of the minute is white. 

When I think of full lips I invariably end up 
thinking about Goldie Hawn and how she 
had her lips temporarily filled with saline 
for the First Wwes Club. Then there are 
the other actresses who have bovine col
lagen injected every 6 months or so. Now, 
however, there's a surgical technique that 
cm1 give you fi.111, luscious lips <md it's 
reversible, too. Called the V-Y technique, 
the inside of the lips is pinched into a "V' 
and the lower portion of the 'V' is stitched 
to make a "Y" which pushes the lips for
ward and plumps them. Most patients 
have the procedure on their upper lip but 
it cm1 be done to the lower as well. 

So, those are my opinions, but, hey, 
what do I know? Comments? \Vrite 
me care of this publication or email to 
the <CyberQueen@cclspub.com>. 
© 1998 by Creative Design Services. 



Vis A Vis ... 
ing our identity is very important in 
the crossdressing community. Create 
a fake name for yourself as long as it's 
not "Amanda", get ai1 anonymous mail 
box outside your own vicinity, never 
tell anyone you meet your real name, 

Move1nent. .. 
ships and in our relationships with our 
colleagues. We will seek out and lift 
up every voice, challenged by what we 
hear but not afraid. We will listen to 
every voice. 

The true test of democracy is how 
it embraces those who look, act, and 
think differently, not just those who 
are the same. This is the world we 
dream of-a more compassionate 
society. One that values the worth and 
dignity of all people. 

We can't subscribe to the "I'll get 
mine now and we'll add you later" 
mode of politics. As a woman, as a les
bian, as a Jew, I can't be a woman on 
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or where you work. Communicate 
only via the internet using your fake 
name. Then go to the meetings and 
try to make lasting friendships with 
others. 

"How Do I Know I Am Not 
Transsexual?" Don't worry about it. A 
lot of transsexuals don't know they are 
not transsexuals. 

Thursday, a lesbian on Friday, and a 
Jew on Saturday. And I challenge any 
organization that requires that I make 
that choice. Perhaps it is an old fash
ioned notion, but I believe that to 
move forward, each of us must move 
forward together. 

Bisexual and transgender activists 
are forever transforming our under
standing of sexual expression and gen
der identity. You have made great 
progress. For the first time, bisexual 
and transgender leaders are part of a 
round table, convened by NGLTF, of 
executive directors and chairs of 
national GLBT political organizations. 

Together you're challenging the 
increased reliance on gene-based the
ories of sexual orientation and paving 

"Should I Seek Professional 
Help?" You should know that profes
sional help is expensive. You could 
spend up to $200 an hour with a pro
fessional, perhaps more with an out
call service. Oh, you mean profession
al psychological help? Yeah, whatever. 

the way for each of us to accept the 
fluidity that for many of us is our sex
ual expression. And perhaps you are 
leading us to the day where there will 
be less need and desire to categorize 
ourselves by sexual labels. 

But I challenge you to go further. I 
challenge each of you to break 
through your world to a new place, to 
challenge your assumptions, to devel
op new relationships, to act as though 
the world that you create for yourself 
and your community is the model that 
each of us should live by. I challenge 
you to tear down your walls, to tear 
down your stereotypes, and to lead. 

Texas Bar Approves LGBT Legal Issues Section 
From ICTLEP (International 

C01~ference on Transgender Law and 
Employment Policy) 

On April 17, 1998, the Board of 
Directors of the State Bar of Texas, 
meeting in Austin, voted to approve 
the creation of a new section for legal 
study and continuing legal education. 

The name of the Section is the 

"Sexual Orientation and Gender 
Identification (SO&GI) Issues 
Section." It is believed that this is the 
first official State Bar to have a study 
section that is inclusive of transgender 
issues in the very name of the section. 

A great deal of credit for this legal 
advancement goes to Phyllis 
Randolph Frye who, in the early 

1990's, started ICTLEP (the 
International Conference on 
Transgender Law and Employment 
Policy) which has held six annual con
ferences and has five bound volumes 
of "Proceedings" on TC legal issues 
and strategies. 

Alexandra Victoria 
c::;Re~Jline SeRvices l.c.O. 

'Professional Makeup .Artist/Consultant 

Pager: (215) 658-3774 

Makeup Classes • Shopping • Wig Styling 
Full Skin Care & Cosmetic Line 

A caring, discrete non-sexual environment 
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Crossdressing Kickboxer is a Big Hit in Thailand 
By Joseph Kahn 
[The New York Times, April 4, 

1998] 
BANGKOK, Thailand -

Muhammad Ali floated like a butter
fly. Mike Tyson bites ears. Parinya 
Kiatbusaba, Thailand's kick-boxing 
sensation, pecks on the cheek. 

In one recent bout, Parinya, 16, 
overwhelmed his rival with the swoop
ing kicks, flying elbows and stinging 
uppercuts that make up the Thai kick 
boxer's arsenal. Then, arms raised as 
he pranced around the ring, Parinya 
planted a victory kiss on his oppo
nent's sweaty cheek, lipstick gloss lin
gering there for a moment before the 
panicked victim's fingers scraped it 
away. 

"It is hard to fight beautiful men," 
said the tall, big-boned boxer, whose 
dyed hair is a few shades shy of his 
blazing red fingernails. "I can easily 
knock them out. On the other hand, I 
want to hug and kiss them." 

That kiss sealed Parinya's status as 

Thailand's best-known kick boxer. His 
prowess in the ring is one reason. He 
has won 20 of 22 matches, all but two 
by knockout. 

But most people know Parinya for 
another sort of conflict. He is a kick 
boxer who cross-dresses, and that 
attracts attention and a few heckles 
even in a muntry firmed for its tolerance. 

Unlike most of its East Asian 
neighbors, Thailand is not a closet 
society, and people have no problem 
with transvestites. Men outfitted and 
adorned as women are hosts of talk 
shows, live in all-gay housing projects 
and march in military parades. 

Parinya's success has become a 
cross-dressing cause celebre. 
Transvestites packed the stands for his 
recent Bangkok match, giving the 
prestigious Lumpini Stadium a record 
crowd of 12,000. His rise has helped 
erase the memory of a slight hvo years 
ago, when two cross-dressing volley
ball stars were barred from joining the 
Thai national team, on the ground 

that they would give the country a 
poor international image. 

But it seems that even Thais are 
fascinated by the specter of a trans
vestite competing in kick boxing, a no
lim~barred martial art that n~quires 
such flexibility and fearlessness that 
few who have aged beyond their teens 
dare climb into the ring. 

It is Thailand's ultimate symbol of 
masculinity. Baseball and basketball 
rolled into one, kick boxing is a year
round pastime that offers provincial 
boys a chance for modest wealth. 

It is also at the core of military cul
ture. The sport was derived from 
16th-century hand-to-hand combat 
techniques, and combatants usually 
leave the ring bloodied. The Royal 
Thai Am1y remains its official custodian. 

Parinya (pronounced pah-REEN
yah) revels in the contradiction. "I 
have the body of a great fighter," he 
said, fingering a purple pendant dur-

continued on page 16 

yo :§orf dess & !lf egonrf. .. 
Transformed and transfixed! That's what you will be after visiting with 

Ms. Lynda at CDtips. We offer in-house transformations, personalized 

shopping, wardrobe selection and consultation, feminine 

comportment instruction, glamour makeup application, 

manicures, pedicures, full epilation, and more. 

Ms. Lynda is the premeire makeover artist in the 

greater Philadelphia area and works with joAnn 

Roberts at her Paradise In The Poconos weekend. 

Call or email now for rates and information: 
CDtips@aol.com or 215-878-3383 

http://www.tgfmall.com/cdtp/cdtp.html 
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Kickboxer ... 
ing a recent interview. "But in my 
heart I am a woman.'' 

Between fights, he retreats to 
Chonburi, a gritty industrial city along 
Thailand's southeastern coast, where 
an ex-Olympian has set up a kick-box
ing camp. Parinya is one of 20 
trainees, all in their teens. 

On practice day, a group of boxers, 
shirtless and dripping under a tin roof 
in 100-clegree heat, have begun their 
workouts. Sparring, they thrust point
ed bare feet at the necks of trainers, 
who use heavy-leather mitts as 
shields. Grunts fill the air. Boxers hop 
on one leg while the other thwacks 
the mitt in flurries of five or six. 
Coaches command "Again! Too soft! 
Again!" until the boxers fall back, 
exhausted. 

Parinya arrives late. He is wearing 
several rings, a black T-shirt and a 
clasp to hold his clumpy hair down. 
He sashays over to a full-length mir
ror where others are measuring bobs 
and weaves. Parinya preens himself, 
dabbing his bright lips with a tissue, 
smoothing his eyebrows, neatly tuck
ing in his shirttails. 

In the ring, his kicks are tireless, 
his punches sharp. "Some boxers have 
just one or two weapons," says his 
coach, Shane Muangchon, standing 
ringside. "Parinya has all the tools -
the kick, the elbows, the fist - all 
strong." The young boxer's specialty is 
a long, sideways kick that rises a bit 
above the neck, then hooks down for 
extra force. 

After practice, Parinya sits impa
tiently for an interview, flipping 
through a comic book and answering 
questions in shy monosyllables. Do 
fellow camp members harass him? 
"No." vVhy does he wear makeup to 
sweltering workouts? "I like to look 
beautiful." 

He brightens when speaking of his 
family. His parents grow litchi fruit on 
a farm in the nmth, where he 
received a basic education and helped 
in the fields. Not an obvious environ
ment for a cross-dresser, perhaps, but 
no matter. 

By age 7, Parinya says, he was try
ing on his older sister's rouge and jew
elry in private. A few years later, he 
started applying blush and lip gloss 
before school. 

Parinya insists that his parents are 
relaxed about his cross-gender experi
mentation. But his father often took 
him - he was initially a reluctant 
spectator - to day long boxing 
matches at the county fair. And 
instincts aside, Parinya developed a 
boxer's lithe build. Standing 5 foot 7 
inches tall and weighing 142 pounds, 
he is classed as a heavyweight by 
wispy Thai standards. "I think my 
father always dreamt that I would be 
a boxing star," he said. 

It was cross-dressing that finally 
made him one. Though Thais are on 
the whole easygoing about transves
tites, farm boys found bejeweled 
Parinya easy to ridicule. He was lured 
into more than a fevv fights, and soon 
learned how to win. "A person teases 
me only once," he boasted. 

But Parinya's boxing skills alone 

Kalina Isato has written some of the best 
books on the subject of crossdressing. 

would not have qualified him for the 
attention he has received of late. His 
first match in Bangkok, scene of the 
consolation kiss, was replayed on local 
television for days, earning him atten
tion that even top kick boxers can only 
imagine. 

Not surprisingly, he has doubters . 
Rivals suggest his success has been 
hyped because promoters covet the 
crowds he attracts. 

But his streak of victories contin
ues. Earlier this week he took on his 
first foreign opponent, a 19-year-old 
Danish fighter, Dennis Koebke. He 
sent the bigger Dane to the canvas 
three times with leg sweeps. The fight 
ended after Parinya unleashed a series 
of flying elbow attacks that left his 
opponent's face splattered with blood. 

And for his critics, he has a simple 
answer. "Don't be distracted by my 
looks," he said. "This smile has A 
knocked outl8 boys." 9 

Visit her web site at 
www.crls.com/-Kalina/Vamp/Mall.html 
or send $2 for her latest catalog to: 

Mail order high heels and boots in hard to 
find sizes. For complete catalogue in plain 

envelope, send $3.00 to: 

Mary Din, 2300 Walnut Street., Suite 526 
Philadelphia, PA 19103 USA 

Make all checks payable to Mary Din. 

Transform yourself into the woman 
of your dreams with Kalina's books. 
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The 1998 BE ALL will be in Pittsbupqh. 
Its at a new location, just minutes from the heart of 
downtown! 

Can you believe ... three shopping malls, all on the 
same street as the hotel! 

There will be professional seminars and workshops, a 
special vendor area, fashion shows and great nightlife. 

Of course there will be that dreamy cruise Thursday 
night on the Three Rivers. One of the big hits of the 
94 BE ALL. 

Wouldn't it just be fabulous for all of us to meet at the 
Sweet Sixteen BE ALL, June 10th through the 
14th, 1998 in one of America's "most livable cities". 

16th 
BEALL 

For more 
information 

write to: 

BEALL'98 

P.O. Box 15408 
Pittsburgh, PA 15237 
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To all Chapters and Affiliates: 
If you have any special events or 
programs you wish to publicize, 
please inform the Editor at least 
one month prior to the event so 

it can be mentioned in 
News & Views. 

PK Consulting Associates 
Patricia Klein, M.S. 

Sexuality Issues 
Orientation • Gender Identity 

Partners • Families 

1013 Brookside Road, Box 3624 
Allentown, PA 18106 • 610-821 -2955 

email: gendrfrend@aol.com 



Making 
Sense of 
It All 
by Lee Etscovitz, Ed.D. 

Sticks and Daffodils 
Spring is, for me, a very special 

time of the year. This is not to say 
that, as a resident of the northeastern 
part of the United States, I do not 
find the other three seasons to be spe
cial. There is something unique about 
each of them. But spring, particularly 
the month of April, brings with it an 
interesting situation. As I walked 
around my property on a warm mid
April weekend recently, examining the 
delightful daffodils and at the same 
time picking up the branches and 
sticks that had accumulated over the 
winter, I suddenly realized that, as a 
transgendered person, I, too, have 
both sticks and daffodils in my life. 

There is a time, at least for most of 
us, especially among the transgen
dered, to throw away the outmoded 
and useless debris of our lives in order 
to make way for new growth, new 
beginnings, the daffodils that point to 
the summer ahead of us. Fulfilling 
our dreams, however, is not usually 
easy. In fact, the process is often 
painful. The following poem, called 
"April," speaks to the difficulty we face: 

April 
really is the cruelest, 

but also the friendliest, 
month of the year. 

April 
tells the truth 

as winter warms 
into sp1ing, 

and potent roots 
nudge the budding earth, 

while dry roots 
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yield not, share not 
even a hint of growth. 

April 
can be cruel 

after a winter of hope, 
as dryness 

here and there 
mocks 

the expected bloom. 

April 
also clarifies, 
showing me, 

and giving back to me, 
out of potency and dryness, 

the real roots 
of my life. 

April 
is a springtime reminder, 

a rebirth of my soul, 
telling me who I really am, 

that I may have my summer 
and then, 

and only then, 
the true autumn 

of my life, 

What is it that makes the process 
of personal renewal so difficult? Why 
do we often have such difficulty in 
gathering and discarding the sticks 
and debris of our lives, let alone 
allowing ourselves to enjoy the per
sonal daffodils that push for recogni
tion and acceptance? Sometimes the 
sticks and debris keep the daffodils 
from blooming, and then what 
promises to be the beauty of spring 
and summer in our personal lives 
seems instead like a continuation of 
the drabness of our own ·winter. 

There is a time for each season, but 
unlike the automatic seasonal change of 
the natural world, change and grmvth in 
human nature require human effort, and 
even that effort requires effort. I am not 
trying to speak here in riddles. It is just 
that life itself is something of a riddle, 
and I am trying to make sense of one of 
its biggest riddles, the riddle of human 
change, especially gender change. 

As I say in my poem, April is both cruel 
and friendly, full of both sticks. and daf-
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fodils alike. What are some of those sticks? 
They are our individual limitations, our 
weaknesses, physical as well as emotional, 
our old habits, <md our fears . And there 
are social limitations involving our ovm 

interpersonal skills, our relationships, our 
situations in terms of family, work, 
finances, and intimate involvements. 
Rejection is painful, yet it is a risk which 
the transgendered person faces, at least in 
a world where gender ch1mge of any kind 
is not fully understood, let alone accepted. 

None of this is easy to handle, but 
what start out as limitations can also 
be seen, not as barriers to happiness, 
but as hurdles to be conquered. It 
takes time to grow into oneself bodily, 
emotionally, and socially. The daffodils 
did not bloom from nothing. They 
started out as bulbs which sat buried 
in the ground during the long winter. 
So, too, do the daffodils in our lives 
require time to get ready for the right 
season, for the right moment to blossom. 

Discovering that right moment and 
doing something about it are among 
the challenges we each face . \Ve can, 
of course, plunge ahead blindly, not 
thinking through the implications of 
our gender change efforts. Or we can 
take greater personal responsibility for 
our lives by moving forward with our 
eyes open and striving to distinguish 
between the sticks and the daffodils, 
between the dry roots and the potent 
ones. Good gender counseling, for 
those who seek it, serves to clarify this 
difference as well as the requirements 
for proper nourishment, so that the 
transgende·r expression that often lies 
dormant within us C'U1 bloom properly. 

It takes courage to face spring. The 
truth following our inner winter may not 
always yield the bloom we expect, or it 
may simply take longer to realize than we 
like. But whatever the truth, whatever 
our spring thaw uncovers, we \vill be 
preparing the way for genuine personal 
growth. As a transgendered person, I 
have finally learned to wekome both the 
sticks and the daffodils in my life, so that 
I can clean up my act and begin nurhrr
ing my real roots. The month of April is, 
for me, a reminder of all this. 
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RuPaul Honored at Gay and Lesbian Music Awards 
by Jeffrey Newman 
[The following arlicle originally 

appeared in Etcetera, 27 March, 
1998.] 

Andy Warhol once said that every
one gets their 1.5 minutes of fame. If 
that's true, then drag diva, TV and 
radio personality, author and singer 
RuPaul is on his ninth life. After 17 
years in show business, the man who 
made "Supermodel" a number one 
dance tune, who counseled Jan Brady 
on the silver screen, and who made 
donning drag glamorous and chic, has 
far surpassed his 1.5 minutes and earned 
his place in the annals of pop culture. 

The singer, performer, and author 
was honored this month as the 1998 
recipient of the Gay and Lesbian 
American Music Awards' Out Music 
Award, which is given to an openly 
gay artist who has clone extraordinary 
work in the entertainment industry. 
"It actually means more to me to get 
the Out Music Award, than any other 
award, because it comes from my gay 
brothers and sisters," says the 36-
year-old performer and MAC 
Cosmetics spokesperson. 

"In this world [which] is so mascu
line and male-based, where anything 
that goes against masculinity is put 
down, to be honored for what I've 
done is a real achievement, because it 
shows that people understand what 
it's like and what it means to go 
against the grain." 

" 'ith a career based on gender
hending, RuPaul, who currently hosts 

his own variety show on cable TV, is 
proud to be honored for breaking the 
stereotype and not limiting himself to 
society's designated male role. 
"Anyone who is pumping femininity 
or pre-fab femininity into society is a 
hero in my book," he says. 

RuPaul has also just released 
"RuPaul's Go-Go Box Classics," a 
cLmce compilation on Rhino Records pay
i.ng homage to his days as a club dm1cer. 

'"When I moved back to Atlanta in 
the early '80s, I was a go-go dancer 
for two-and-a-half years. This album 
reflects that time in my life," says the 
singer, who hand picked each of the 
tunes on the set, including his recent 
duet with Martha 'Vash. "The CD is 
for people to go and be a go-go 
dancer at home. The songs are all 
tried and true classics and not the 
same ones you hear on every other 
CD, either." 

International fame only found its 
way to the six-foot-seven diva after he 
released the drag anthem 
"Supermodel" in 1993. The single 
topped pop and dance charts around 
the world and made him a star. Off 
stage I am much more Scorpio-istic 
and intense. I tend to he somewhat 
heavy and introverted," the 
singer/performer says. 

"RuPaul on stage is ongoing, outra
geous, very accessible. It's a balance 
for my Scorpioism. But RuPaul on 
stage is an act. Ente1tainment," he 
adds. 'Tm much more subdued. I'm a 
man living a human life, which is very 

different from being a super human 
on stage. \Vhen you are on-stage you 
pump up the volume." 

And pump up the volume Ru will 
do May 2, in Myrtle Beach, S.C., 
where he'll be performing at the 
House of Blues during the South 
Carolina Pride celebration. 

Since 1993, RuPaul has released 
three full-length CDs- "Supermodel 
of the 'Vorld," "Foxy Lady," and last 
year's successful Christmas opus, "Ho, 
Ho, Ho." He scored four top 10 dance 
hits, including 1997's number one 
smash, "It's Raining Men- The 
Sequel," a remake of the disco camp 
version with Martha \Vash. 

He also hosted his own morning 
radio show on New York's \VKTU for 
two years. He recently resigned from 
the job to begin work on a syndicated 
radio show, which is expected to he 
launched this summer by Chancellor 
Media, the same company that owns 
WKTU. 

"Ten years ago I was in L.A., with 
holes in my shoes, wishing that some
day my name would be on a billboard 
on Sunset Boulevard," he says. "Today 
my picture is up there. I feel like I 
have finally made it." 

In his 199.S autobiography, "Letting 
It All Hang Out," the Ru- meister 
offered an eclectic look at his acces
sion to fame. From his dysfunctional 
relationship with his mother (whom 
he affectionately calls Mean Mrs. 

continued on page 20 

"1 fute ~ tWie." 

Lee Etscovitz, Ed.D. 
Gender Specialist Marilyn Linder 

Optician 

Privacy by Appointment 
On Route 611 in Willow Grove, Pa. 

(215) 659-2688 
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PO Box 471 Willow Grove, PA 19090 
Tel: 215-657-1560 Fax: 215-659-1331 

Email: hmdm@voicenet.com 



IT'S ECLECTIC 
by Carol and Babs 
Comfortable and classy best 

. described our first impression as we 
entered the upstairs dining room at 
Svoboda on a recent Friday night. 
The decor had elements of Art Deco, 
beaux arts, neoclassical and Southwest 
American influences along with a sub
tle modernist metallic faux finish 
effect. 

Located on the comer of Fifth St. 
and Second Ave. in the East Village of 
New York City, the large windows 
upstairs afford one a Hopperesque 
view of the movement, shadows and 
bustle outside. \Ve were seated by the 

RuPaul. .. 
Charles) and his father, to his drug 
use (LSD was a regular dietary sup
plement bet\veen ages 20 and 30) to 
his days as a go-go dancer, RuPaul lit
erally lets it all hang out. 

The darkest time in his life came 
when he turned 28. "I had just moved 
to New York from Los Angeles and 
couldn't get arrested to save my life. I 
had no money, no real place to stay. I 
was still doing the drugs . My sister 
had kicked me out of her house. It 
was a pretty dark time," the singer 
recalls. "I thought about committing 
suicide, but I never came close to 
doing it. I knew that if I just hung 
tight and kept the faith, that I would 
get through it. I knew change was 
coming, and I just had to hold on." 

As for the future, RuPaul has no 
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manager, Bobsie, who openly wel
comed members of the Transgender 
Community. 

The menu, like the decor, is cre
ative and eclectic, and prodded by 
Babs and assured by our waiter, Carol 
decided to be a bit daring. After all, 
this was the young and hip East 
Village! The Shark Bite appetizer was 
a pleasant surprise, the deep fried 
chunks of Mako shark accompanied 
by crisp subtly flavored fried potatoes 
and a Russian dressing tartar sauce 
made for an excellent combination. 
The dining experience was further 
enhanced by the upbeat yet muted 
piped in music that made conversa-

plans to slow down or retire the wig 
and pumps. (For those who can't get 
enough, he'll be forever immortalized 
in wax at the soon-to-open Madame 
Tussaud \Vax Museum in New York) 
·with nearly a-half-a-dozen films, 
including Spike Lee's "Crooklyn," 
"The Brady Bunch," and "To Wong 
Foo, Thanks for Everything, Julie 
N ewmar," RuPaul hopes to explore -
more of his thespian side. In June he 
will be seen in the made-for-television 
movie "An Unexpected Life," with 
Stockard Channing on the USA 
Net\vork. 

RuPaul says that, while being a 
celebrity has been great, he's never 
worried about losing his 15-minutes of 
fame. "Even if I had been a one-hit 
wonder, I'd still be working, I'd still 
have ideas and aspirations, and I'd see 
my inspiration come to light," he says. 
"Success is something that is bet\veen 
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tion easy and relaxed. 
For our entrees, we were a bit 

more conservative. The salmon steak 
over the perfect mashed potatoes was 
a simple delight. Our Friday fish 
night continued with one of the daily 
specials: shrimps sauteed in a light 
red wine sauce over angel hair pasta ... 
delicious! 

Entreated to sample the desserts, 
we reluctantly passed over the several 
delightfully obscene chocolate dishes 
and tried the Slice of Heaven, fried 
grapefruit sections and lemon sorbet 
covered with a coconut raspberry 
sauce. Devilishly delightful! 

All of the dishes were imaginative
ly presented to enhance our pleasure. 
We almost hated messing up the plate 
and eating the food ..... yeah right! 
With moderate prices, most entrees 
in the low to mid teens, an imagina
tive menu, and a very comfortable 
ambiance, Svoboda is truly as relaxed 
and civilized as it gets. 

SVOBODA 
248 E. Fifth St. (comer 2nd Ave.) 
New York City 
212-387- 0707 
Reservations suggested. 

you and yourself. The most important 
thing is for you to love and adore 
yourself. That is true success. I've 
accomplished that. So, with or with
out the fame, I've been successful." 

The annual South Carolina Pride 
celebration takes place in Myrtle 
Beach, SC, April 30 through May 3. 
Of the numerous events planned, the 
House of Blues (803-272-3000) has 
booked RuPaul for a concert May ft_ 
2 at 11:00 p.m. 8 



Greetings, girlfriends! Ahh, spring! 
Such a glorious time of the year. The 
sun is shining, the skies are blue, and, 
more importantly--winter is dead! 
Now the world can come alive and no 
one will complain about the weather! 
At least not until summer arrives! 

As you'll recall, last month I began 
a multi-part series on shopping and 
building a wardrobe for the beginning 
crossdresser, something we all were 
once. In Part One, I talked about how 
to take your measurements to deter
mine your dress size, how to buy 
clothes if you're six feet or taller, 
shopping by mail order for the more 
timid among us, the "Three Ks" for 
shopping en femme and, lastly, what 
your basic wardrobe should consist of. 
Now, ladies, we go into greater depth. 

vVhere to shop for the basic 
·wardrobe? The choices are legion. 
Department stores are your best bet 
because of the large selection and 
variety. But, if you're a frugal shopper 
like I am, target your local outlet mall. 
Here in the Philadelphia area, we 
have Franklin Mills, one of the largest 
outlet malls on the east coast with 
shops and stores to satisfy just about 
your every need: clothes, shoes, coats, 
lingerie, hosiery, cosmetics, jewelry. 
You name it, chances are pretty damn 
good you can find it there. 

The latest craze in the shopping 
game is the Internet. For those of you 
online, the Web provides virtually an 
unlimited resource for your shopping 
needs and desires . Just about every 
big name depmtment store and major 
clothing designer you can think of has 
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a site on the web where you can shop 
to your heart's content, and the best 
part is that virtual storefronts are 
open 24/7, 365 days a year. And, for 
peace of mind, ordering with your 
credit card is safe, because shopping 
sites are fully encrypted to prevent 
theft of one's card number. 

Once you've built your basic 
wardrobe, then you can expand it. For 
instance, you might want to invest in 
an evening gown, as every girl should 
own at least ONE gown in her trans
gendered life for a formal function 
along with a faux fur to go with it in 
the winter. Speaking of winter, don't 
forget a good pair of leather gloves to 
protect your hands and perhaps a 
scarf as well. For casual attire, shorts 
in summer are a must, followed by 
leggings and/or stirrup pants, add a 
windbreaker for fall and a sleek black 
leather jacket for colder weather. 

Now we come to my favorite topic, 
shoes. The basic wardrobe, as defined 
by JoAnn Roberts includes two pairs 
of shoes. As far as I'm concerned, at 
least one pair should be, no, OUGHT 
to be, black leather pumps. I've found 
that you can wear black leather 
pumps (BLP's) with just about any
thing, be it dresses, suits or pants In 
my view, there's a certain irresistable 
allure to BLP's, especially when 
paired with a LBD (little black dress) 
which makes for a lethal combination. 
BLP's are tasteful, uncomplicated and 
supremely stylish. 

Next, it wouldn't hurt to have a 
pair or two of loafers. Although I hate 
to wear flats when dressed (however, I 
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do wear them while in my boy guise), 
they're good to have for casual wear. 
Also, it's a sign of maturity when a 
crossdresser can wear flats in public 
like any other woman without suffer
ing from what I call "High Heel 
Withdrawal." To expand on the 
footwear theme, you can't go wrong 
\vith black patent or black satin 
pumps. As attractive as BLP's are, 
BPP's or BSP's are a staple for 
evening wear or special occasions. 

As for heel heights, that depends 
on how tall you are and how much 
attention you want to attract. Despite 
being six-foot- two, I've been out and 
about in four inch stilettos which can 
make me quite a towering presence, 
but, as a rule, I never wear more than 
three inch heels when out in public. If 
you're under six feet, the sky's pretty 
much the limit, but be sensible, as 
walking around in four inchers can get 
to be rather painful after a while. Oh, 
and don't forget to break in new shoes 
before wearing them for long periods. 
Plus, put cushioned insoles in your 
shoes for comfort. 

To further expand your footwear, 
you gotta have boots. Boots are essen
tial for \vintertime wear, go well with 
long skirts, and can make a pair of 
long legs sizzle. You should have one 
pair of flat boots for regular wear and 
one pair of high heeled boots to dress 
up an outfit. There are many varia
tions of boots to choose from,ankle 
high to thigh high, pull on, lace up, or 
zip up, and come in leather, suede, 
patent leather, and even, heaven help 
us, vinyl, straight out of the 60's, 
which looks to be making a comeback. 

Well, kids, that's all for now. In 
Part Three of this feature, I'll rap 
about undergarments and accessories. 
If you've got comments, tips 
and opinions, send 'em to 
treetop@voicenet.com, or to 
the Renaissance National 
office on page two. Until 
next month, be smart, 
buy smart and look 
smart! Happy shopping, 
sisters! 
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Gene for Human Sex Reversal Syndrome Identified 
By Patricia Reaney 
LONDON (Reuters) - British and 

Italian researchers said vVednesday 
they had identified a gene they 
believe causes sex reversal syndrome, 
in which people have the chromo
somes of one sex but the physical 
attributes of the other. Scientists had 
already suspected that the DAXl gene 
played a role in the troubling condi
tion. Now they believe they have 
proof. 'The evidence we have strongly 
suggests that DAXl is the gene 
responsible for human sex reversal 
syndrome. Just a simple duplication of 
the gene in a double dose apparently 
leads to sex reversal," Robin Lovell
Badge, of the MRC National Institute 
for Medical Research, told Reuters. 

DAXl lies on the X chromosome. 
When it duplicates it causes an indi
vidual who is genetically male to 
develop physically as a female. 
Another gene called Sry, on the Y 
chromosome, is the main sex gene 
which determines whether testes or 
ovaries will develop in the embryo. 

Lovell-Badge and researchers at 
the University of Pavia in Italy con-

TRANSVE,STITll? 
TRANSllX'1AL f ' 

ducted experiments on transgenic 
mice to determine how DAXl and Sry 
work. The research offers new 
insights into how sex is determined 
and identifies the underlying cause of 
the disorder. 

In a report published in the scien
tific journal Nature, they showed that 
the interaction of Sry and DAXl is 
vital in the early stages of sex-determi
nation. "We know that Sry is the gene 
critical for male development. If it's 
there you get a male, if it isn't you get 
a female," Lovell-Badge explained. 
"Daxl and Sry act in the same point 
in the pathway (chain of events), but 
in a normal male Sry wins. The nor
mal function of DAXl, we believe, is 
to ensure that secondary male genes 
are turned off. It's an anti-male gene." 

The XY chromosome configuration 
determines males and the XX females, 
but in sex reversal syndrome a male 
with XY will develop female sex 
organs or women with XX will have 
male characteristics. "In this case, 
with these duplications of the X cluo
mosome, including DAXl, the indi
viduals are essentially XY, so they 

should have developed as males, but 
they developed (physically) as 
females," Lovell-Badge said. 

The same things happens with Sry. 
If you have a mutation in that gene 
you develop as an XY female. In most 
cases those with sex reversal syn
drome are not aware of the condition 
until puberty, when they fail to ovu
late or have a menstrual cycle."They 
are women but they are not fertile," 
he added. There are also individuals 
who are chromosomal females with 
XX chromosomes but who develop as 
males. Again, the condition may not 
be evident until puberty. 

Complete sex reversal occurs in 
about one in 5,000 people. and partial 
reversal, producing a hermaphrodite 
with both testes and ovaries, happens 
in about one in 1,000 individuals. The 
researchers' work was limited to phys
ical sex reversal, but Lovell-Badge 
said that since DAXl was found in 
other parts of the embryo, including 
the brain, it could have an affect on 
sex-specific behavior and might ex
plain why some females feel trap- A., 
ped in a male body or vice versa. a 

DOM:INANTY· 
SIJBMISSIVEY 

l'ANTASlllS ~ l'llTIS•llS 
Call now to where ALL LIFESTYLES are treated in an 

0 intelligent, caring and creative way. Perhaps you have 
thoughts, needs, concerns, questions? Why be alone? Call 

me, Mistress Eva Johnson for counseling and fantasy 
exploration. Mistress Victoria, sweet TV Marci and myself 

are available to train and transform you into the glam
orous or demure girl you desire to be. Call now for 

free, recorded info: 

r21 s1 &02-2888 
PRIVACY ASSURED! 
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TG Community Calendar 
MAY 1998 

20-24: 9th Annual Esprit, 
Port Angeles, Washington. 
Contact Esprit, P.O. Box 1101, 
Renton, WA 98057. 

28-31: TCNE Spring Fling, 
Provincetown, MA. Contact 
Tiffany Club of New England, 
P.O. Box 2283, Woburn, MA 
01888-0483,phone: (617)891-
9325 (answered live Tuesdays 
7-10 PM EST) 

JUNE 1998 
10-14: 16th Annual Be All 

You Want to Be Weekend, 
Piitsburgh, PA. Hosted by 
Transpitt, P.O. Box 15408, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15237, (412) 
242-5902. 

19-21: Gender, Sexuality, and 
Law Conference, Keele 
University Staffordshire, United 
Kingdom. Contact GSL98 
Conference, Department of 

Resources 
Background Papers 

Background Papers are $1.25 each: 
1. Myths & Misconceptions About 

Crossdressing 
2. Reasons for Male to Female 

Crossdressing 
3. PARTNERS: Spouses & Significant 

Others 
4: The Matter of Children 
.'). Annotated Bibliography 
fl. Telling the Children: A Transsexual's 

Point of View 
7. Understanding Transsexualism 

All of the Background Papers and 
Community Outreach Bulletins are 
available for free at the Renaissance 
web site <'NW\v.ren.org> 

Law, Keele University, 
Staffordshire ST5 5BG, 
England, UK. Phone: 01782-
593218, Fax: 01782-593228, 
email: <GSL98@kelle.ac.uk>. 

JULY 1998 
15-19: S.P.l.C.E.: 

Spouse/Partners International 
Conference for Education in 
Atlanta, GA. For info, call (510) 
235-7450 Pacific time; (918) 
343-1953 Central time; (215) 
860-9271 Eastern time or email 
to: <melpeg@phoenix.net>. 

AUGUST 1998 
NO EVENTS 

SEPTEMBER 1998 
18-20: The Third 

International Congress on Sex 
and Gender, Exeter College, 
Oxford University. Jan Cobb, 
PFC BM network, London, 

PERMANENT 
PROFESSIONAL 
HAIR 
REMOVAL 

... because this 
unwanted problem 
could unnecessarily 
last forever 

JOAN BENCAN 
ELECTROLYSIS 

408 New Rd. (Rt. 9), Northfield 

609-645-8618 
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 
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WClN 3XX Tel: +44 (O) 1473 
421385, fax: +44 (O) 1473 
421386, or email to: 
<Cong.bool@pfc.org. uk>. 

30-10/4: Southern Comfort 
Conference, Holiday Inn 
Atlanta Central, Atlanta, GA. 
Call (404) 633-6470, or write to 
SCC, P.O. Box 77591, Atlanta, 
GA 30357-1591, or email to 
<sccatl@aol.com>. 

OCTOBER 1998 
15-17: Lavender Law 

Conference, Park Plaza Hotel, 
Boston, MA. Contact 
< LAVLAW98@aol.com >. 

18-25: Fantasia Fair, 
Provincetown, MA. Contact 
Alison Laing, P.O. Box 473, 
Portsmouth, RI 02871-0473, 
phone: (401) 624-4317. 

CLASSIFIEDS 
Classified Ads are $3.00 for 3 lines for 3 months. 

• • • • • • ALTERATIONS: Get that dress to fit the way it 
should, buy the size for proper fit in the shoulders 
and I'll take in the waist and hips to fit your figure the 
way it was meant to fit. 10% discount to 
Renaissance members. Call Lisa at 610-838-7485. 

• • • • • • 
LEGAL NAME CHANGE for under $200! Why pay 
an attorney up to $1000 when you can represent 
yourself and save hundreds? I'll supply all the nec
essary forms, ready to file, and instructions for 
$50.00. Renaissance members pay only $35.00. 
Call Lisa at 610-838-7485. 

• • • • • • 
Custom made clothing and alterations. Be in an orig-
inal design you desire or a copy of something you 
like but is unavailable in your size. Any way you like 
it, that's the way we make it. Alterations also avail
able for store bought clothing. Call NILAH at 610-
853-9822. 



Renaissance News & Views, Vol.12, No. 5 

T Dr. A. S. Nubel T 
Psychotherapist 
Specialized in Treatment 

of Gender lndentity Disorders (TV/TS) 
Individuals 

Marriage & Family 

683 Donald Dr. N 
Bridgewater. NJ 08870 

Groups 

(908) 722-9884 
Fax: (908) 722-0666 

Insurance Accepted 

Phone: (215) 547-5774 If unable to keep appointment, 
kindly (live 24 hours notice. 

RONALD GOLDSTEIN, Ph.D. 
Licensed Psychologist 

Fairless Hills Psychological Assoc. 
The Offices at Oxford Crossing 
333 S. Oxford Valley Road 
Suite 202 
Fairless Hills, PA 19030 

Newtown Psychological Centre 
660 Newtown-Yardley Road 

Suite 102 
Newtown, PA 18940 
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" ... Electrolysis. I've been through it. 
I can help you through it." 

Jen ell A. Ashlie 
Professional Electrolysis 

Chester, PA 19013 610-872-2091 

Large Selection 
Rene of Paris, Henry Margu, Eva Gabor, 

Dolly Parton and more. Complete privacy. 
Call for appointment 

610-446-0799 



-----··-----·· 

Our 
Trans 

Children 

A Publication of the Transgender 
· Spedal Outreach Network of 
Parents, Families and Friends of 

Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG) 

Our Trans Children. 
An introduction to TRANS issues 

for family, employers, friends and 
an appropriate eductional tool 

for the larger community. 
We suggest TG/TS/CD and other 

Transgendered persons 
purchase a quantity for their 

close associates. 
14 pages, packed full of current info 

Contents 
Commonly asked 

questions and terms, 
Commonalities and differences 

between sexual orientation 
and internal gender identity, 
Issues of transgendered youth, 

Trans people and the law, 
Trans organizations & resources, 

Brief reading list 

Cost: 3 for $2, 25 for $15., 50/$30, 100/$57, 250/$140, 500/$275, 
including shipping and handling, priority mail. 

N.B. It has been suggested that by purchasing a quantity and 
donating these to their local PFLAG chapter, trans persons could 
assist PFLAG in its journey toward full, official transgender inclusion 
and also forge a very positive working relationship. 
The content, printing and distribution of this booklet are the sole 
responsibility qf the Transgender Network and not of national PFLAG 

ORDER FORM Please send___ copies of Our Trans Childen to: 

Name rg'-------------
Mailingi\ddress:.~---------------------------------
City State Zip _______ _ 
$ enclosed. 

Make checks out to: Mary Boenke. 
Mail to her at: 180 Bailey Blvd., Hardy, VA 24101 
(540/890-3957 or maryboenke@aol.com for questions) 

----- ---



Location: New Hope 
Place: New Hope Fire House 

Banquet Hall 
Date: Sunday 

June 14, 1998 
Time: 7PM 
Price: Reasonable 

Sponsors: Renaissance & 
Central NJ Trangender 
Support Group 
Models: TG Members 

/ 

-----~-~ -
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