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' ·~· )~ ;... k: ::'.~,:A ~D E~r· breath, ''.'a l_lttre ;expef'.l 
·; .. ,;. \ 1::help , with, a ZIP.'f~stener .... 

•:_<~,--.· '/and the.blond!) is•ready to face 
·; :)'' .. , ..... the audience •.. HIS audience. · 
·t' \,~< · _. ~ · Fo( ·Laurie ·~ Lee, · daring 
" 'i•.: :. ;.:dress, •.high heels and all,, is a . 
\\"~. !'.·~ .. :.fema_le . imperson~tor', . !.' 

:·.'\. '' . • .. '· As ·-~ The ' People " . reported · 
"", ~,· , '. ·'· .~ Ill .the 1Start . Of· a , fascinating 
, '. ;.:; ~ · · series· last, week,' Laurie is Just ~ 
.::: ;' .. one ~f : a growing number of · 
~t~~-" ·" • .. \:· men .. with:_ an .. act ·that is big 
r.•:;::( "· business an, over the country. · 
·, ;."·.: ~.<.'.. ' In .pubs and clubs ;, drag"·· 
·"r j ' . ' • 

" '"(:. "·packs In the audiences; Men ·. 
';'. ' .: · '·" love .it', Women love .it .. And 1 
';: '', ... · ,Laurie'.s biggest fan 'is liis girl 1 

~·' ~ .. : ~' '· friend,· Jean ,. R!leburn - / 
.-,··.; : ·:. ' : . : '. that's her in the . picture~' 
',, .': • 1·:1.:\,:·.She t·.says:· :. 11. ' It's·. the 

;· b~st · comedy· I've'.- seen •. : 1 · · 
!: think women . like It · more,; 
-~than ·. m'en ., , becau'se · t~yj 
o:. find ·:· 'the 1. ·iclothes. ·! \ andlli; 
~:makii·iii> ·1 ~nthralllng. ~... . ~· 
1,-., .. "'·Many ,even ask ':Laurle14 
l . . . ... . l 
J ·:ho~·2.he". rtoea<· his \. eyelt'. eo 1' 
·: well.1· 'And': that· bust .of.'hls . 
:~get~th~m1· all."·?· '·'J , .. : .: • 
-~ :Laurie, ;';who/ hu;;foated 
')'.·smart .:·Li>,ndon ;~; ~ot~lso'.'.·bY~ 
;:.w.,.e a.r.:1..n g , hl~ ;r:women'.s·! 
;. c1o~hes,:; :says1 · .. .,To.,.:me, . ., 

,'.-It's · Just .a Job;, tltat:· tnv.otves ::· 
;:.'dressing ·UP ·as a 1,woman. · ., ' <, 
·( 1.t~ s ·no more. than i that.'.~>·',: 
i~' . What's ·the "secret' of his'! 

.41 ci.c < \ ,· I . 1 b • 
i(,success, ~ and 1• the ~· ust .~ 
:~ ttiat gets :them . au'] j I ' ' /; 

;.-,' , The ; s11ries that. h4s ,.'set ~: 
•' everybody, . talking delves l' 
\!·mor~ l'nto. this social Ph!l~O· ;, 
:· menon .. ...,· ari"f the. dan~ers7 

·,.~to /the h>e.rt«?rm~rs . """'.' : ,on·1 
) P~ges/Two,.. and iTtJree .. .,,,,,t·'. .. 
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to know ., It he was. Belleve ~
me, he's all mari:: , ~''" 

Roberta · added: · "Tnere's 1:-'"l 
no doubt a Jot of · men fancy >. 
hlm before .they reallse he l s .~.:;.., 
a bloke in drag He's very_··~ 
'good-looking. . . .~: 

" I wlsh I looked half as 1,.;~ 
good as he does. when he ls f!~~: 
dressed• up. · · , . · -;· ~ 

."I don't have , to worry -~. 
about th~ men.,.-he's. friendly ~ 
wlth. them, but that's all. -.. 
It.'s the g!rlP, If anything. • ">:. 
They really go for hlm. They '. 
follo~ hlm everywhere. _ An,d -,~ 
Alan . . '.. , .' . '~· 
. Confirmation , came ,,fro'm 1··i 
Alan .'with the comment · in •· 

:rrank. Cockney . tones ;' "I've i.; 

had a few , birds in my time. 
Too bleedln' ti1ue I have.''. , 
THE . ,Royal.. ;Vau_xhall . 

1;avern ·is s~~th of . the ~· 
1 hames. But ,he fascma- . ~· 
ti on of · drag . applies to ' . 

. both side~ of the river. · · ,; 
. . You couldn't have .an'y- . t 

th,lng ' more "Gorbllmey" ~ 
than The City Arms In West ·· 
Ferry Ro1td in the East End ·" 
dockland area known as. the '· :. 
Isle of Doi:s. . : 

About 200 customers .were · 
Jammed into the pub ·when .,,. 
ex-merchant ~eaman Keith , ~·.~.j 

· Mllls appeared wearing . a 
. figure-hugging gold . brocade 
dress. · . ... . .· · 

The _ audience ·. Included • 
three members of the execu- · 

. tlve of the National Unlon ;l 
• for Insuranc.e Workers · sit- · 

ting at reserved tables, and 
' a " People ~ · reporter. 

Our. . r.~presentatl ve, '" tor-
""""-~"''''1· . ...,,,.T.orr.,_ .. ll'~ 

,~~-~··:,~1-~ ·- ·\:' r· ~ , .... ..;1. ~;·~·~ 
merly ·a· foreign ' correspon- ~. 
dent, 'stated in his report: .fl;~:~. 

" It I h ad not knbwn that. f ~;., 
1t wa,s .a man I l would i h ave -~ 
sworn 'tt was a :woman. and 
a pretty. sedµctive 'qne .. at. 
h) t" . . . . ,·. ' . 

t a . .. . ' ' "• r.: """ :Jf 
Another scene,, ·1n ·.which "4!1_., • 

Keith ' Mllis. w!lo' disclosed ,~~ 
later that" he was engaged r;i;."': 
to ' be I married, wore an r:~ 
orange · satin dress spUt .. up ~ki'~ 
the right leg, was described 
by " our · representative · ·as 
"unbellevably fem!nine.i' · , ~11 

•" t-• After noting '!the " blue" ~:;ff,,'J 
.3: jokes which accompanied ~h'e .,.:•Y.~ 

performance, "the one about " ~:1 

the 'Eskimo •' boy ani;I one ·~::? 
about the Archbishop or '.i'~~ 
C t b .. ' 'il an er ury, , our . , reporter -~;;~ 
conc;luded they· were equal· •'f' 
to "anything. I · h aye heard. -~ " 
in '· Hongkong cit Singapore'," 

< ·. ,-. -~~REFR,EE_~: k 

.. 'Two : women " 'wiio ... were 
watcl;l.lng (they stated their 
husbands were at home • 
baby~sitt!ngJ did · not appear Z 
shocked, however. · • ~ ~ 

This: w~ , a 1 reaction which .,.. 
blended in to the pattern ,j, 
which ~merged during . C!Ut ''f~ 
survey of. T)1e Drag Boom-. · · 
women· we're prspar~d , to ;, 
accept "blue!' joker. from :·· 
r;lrag performers which they tr:

,t~/t~& would not have r taken from . •;;1 
-'il'.~·· .. an · ordinary male · comedian. ,,• 

::- r ,.., Ribald jokes were also 
·.~ ··'~; ; accepted . In ,a good-natured, 
, · carefree way . . ; 1 · • 

At t h .e Loughborough 
Hotel, · South •1.: Londo!1, .· a , 
female impersonator fished 
1n$1de 1, ·h1~· '!ow.:.cµt; .-ankle-;~ 
length dress, extract~ , his •.:i 
false ·, breasts, \,_two , tennis 1 , 
ball.;, and·. threw them;:to .a 
customer 'l at . l the . ; r"e arest 
table·· ,~f" . • • ~.: • · •,, · 

He 0 -then · asked · 1· · ~t · t' 1.':!Y ' '& 
-! snould' be thrown ',back "on( 
' at a tl~e : love.". ,: ... · . ' \· 



. ereu e opened tr~ 
necklli;e· ot· his dress, leaned 
forwarq •. let the -tlforiis baUs 
fall ·, ·nea;tly' into j>la'ce . and . 
carried :on ·w~th .. his . act' • · f 
·. Th~ · d~ag ., artist' 1n ' ·· t1}1s 

. P!!-rti~ular l ·: cas·e ~ t'wa.S ·. ·~oy 
AMs, ·3B-year-old ',partner ,in 

·.a ~oµble aqt he outs o ... with 
:-9\ln.AY O'.Dell ;,aget;1 3~1 ' 1 , .,•·. 

' Danny .. and ;,·Roy.j are ' roi-' 
lo~e~ bY·draf:\. tans, trom, pub 
to . pub, . and ·cqllect .' around 
,f! 15. f.gr . a .show: , (iepen'ding 
~n the; size of the hpuse,, . :-

·. Both. sal~ 'they ' had ·plenty 
of ii:Irl.~ frlencts: ,' .• .,.~ . · · .. , . 
. It \Va,s~•.theJr\ftrsf• a.pp!lar- · 

~nee at .. th!'! Lougoborough 
r otet Whan ":. "~he ~ People .. 
eporters s~w them, and th . 
~ade Quite -_a pit. :·,, . ey 
1 Mr. i ;r.n~hael . Q'Byrne, the 
andlord, s~d '. tpa:t~ ~-4 ,000 

. that. Le.e Su,tton was a great pect for. the ~ pt ce of a pint 
· artist. ·· · · · · of bitter? " remarked the 

.' Mr-. . Charlie Klng and his pub's manager, Mr. BUI Glll. 
w.lfe. 'Doris., who visit the :. However, .. there are . a •few· 
Tavern three times .a week, people who go to the Tavern 

· W~i:lnesdays, Thursdays 'and : who refuse to watch · Lee's 
l:;J~days, when Lee Sutton show, free thOugh it ' may 1 

performs, ·Said .that on .Sun- · be. . . . . , 
days people queued up out- · Two coloured men .from 
side the .. Tavern ·at 5 p.m. Barbados who drank alone 

· although the performance· said o( the show: "There ls 
does. ,not .start tlll 9 p.m. no future in lt; man. We · 
•The Union Tavern's owner, know that the performer Is · 

·Jim Hayes, Sa.id he had never . a man dres~ed llke a woman, 
had it . so good slnce he · so our lmaginatlon cannot 
started . drag . shows. ' imagine." . •. · 
· The pub whlch looks like Hls f riend added: 
the lounge bar of the Queen !uture 1n it at all." 
Mary in both slze and shape · · 
ls at . present being redecor~ NEXT WEEK: The 
a~ed from top to bottom at · psychology o2 the· 
a cost of ~everal hundred -drag man through 
pouncj.s. ·. . h 
· . The four-man· band. ls good ,, ! , e · eyes o~ .a ,nied;·• 
and .tl;1e barmaids are pretty ical expert. . \· 
a~~· good-tempered. . · . © Odhams Newspapers ~ . 
·." :What.,)llore can ex- · ... ,Ltd., .. 1969 .. , 
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