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TRANSSEXUAL'S IN PRISON POLICY

AND STATEMENT.

Transsexal In Prisn, Inc. is a Natimal ad imtemational Netwarkdng ressletter argenization for
ad amut the Transs=agl Prismer. As well we are an infametion refferal service for those aroen-
izations in Sodety thet are for ad amut the Transseaial Comunity as a wnle. Qur popese is
WK with te Gy, TmeEgpder, a0 Tasssaal omnities in ader o prvide an uderstading of
the incarcerated taesearl., as well & to assist those transsesarls ad otters o the Gy Cam-
ity um their relemse beck into scciety, as well, a5 assisting tham while the are incarcerated
in isses of Rration ad Dicomination aainst than fron State ad Rderal Facilities.
Plesse bte urderstad we heve NO KALKTYOAL 2GENR, arr cily ag=Ema is to eduxcatsd the aomunity as
-test as we & from thds vantage paint.

Trassexual's In Prsm is a non profiit argenization, ad therefare qoerated an ech f it's
irdividual manter's persmla hoget. Ay dnation thet are sent to T.1.P., I is however arestly
Fpericatsd, owever, it is wp to the Merbers of the Ten Reginal Cffice, the Directr of Carseling,
ad the Office of the Directrr of Distrihrtbim if firds are acopted for the future wark of T.I.P.,
Inc. (sore antmihrtios may te ansidersd a5 tax dedxctias plesse dheck with yar tax ansultant
anoEring this metter.  Arthemore, T.I.P., Ic is not ameil fowerding service for offeder
arrespodare all arrepadence is to be directsd to the goopriate individals, ad theee
reaesting PN BAL—SFRVICE  shmuld amtact Rev. Poowett ar Mrs. Fisher aove for further infor.

Thanking yau in avance;
Ms. \anessa Meriwetter
Cheif Bxecutive Officer, (C0)
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This gives you a Michigan membership. You will receive all the above, plus membership certificate, peer-counseling, support group meetings,

The National Gender
Dysphoria Organization

Nature:

-The N.G.D.O.isa--
non-profit, support/anti-
discrimination organization
for the gender dysphoric
community, cross-cfr]essers and
transvestites. The N.G.D.O.’s
target group is the gender
dysphoric male and female.
The N.G.D.O. is vour Key To
Freedom. Together we stand,
divided we fall.

Services:

The N.G.D.O. publishes a
newsletter, Key To Free-
dom. We offer referrals to
compassionate psychiatric
social workers, psychologists,

endocrine management physi-

cians and competent gender
reassignment surgeons. We
sponsor support groups for
gender dysphoric persons,
cross-dressers, transvestites
and parents. The N.G.D.O.’s
support groups are separated
as to sexual orientation. We

HERE

also offer an anti-discrimi-
nation committee; with
referrals to an attorney.

Members names and
addresses are confidential and
will not be released without
your permission. All support
group meetings are herD ata
safe location.

Definitions:

Gender Dysphoric -
behaviorally, it is the act of
living and passing in the role
of the opposite sex, before
having aftained a hormonal,
surgical and Jegal gender
reassignment; psyc%icc//y, it is
the condition of people who
have a conviction that they
belong to the opposite sex
and are driven by compulsion
to have the body, appearance
and social status of the
opposite sex. They are not
homosexual persons.

Crossdresser -
behaviorially, it is the act of

dressing in the clothes of the
opposite sex; psychically, it is
the condition of feeling
compelled to cross-dress, often
in relation to sexual arousal
and aftainment of orgasm. An
associated feature may be the
presence of Sexual Maso-
chism. This disorder has been
described in heterosexual
males and females.
Transvestism -
behaviorially, it is the act of
dressing in the clothes of the
opposite sex; psychically, it is
the condition of feeling
compelled to crossdress, often
to have sexual behavior with
members of the same sex.

" They are homosexual males

and lesbians, and don't have
a compulsion for gender
reassignment surgery.

NGDOQ’s MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
O New [ Renewal (] Change of Address

General Membership [_] $12.00 per year

You will receive a membership card and newsletter (quarterly)

] New

(] Renewal [ Change of Address

Special Membership [1$20.00 per year, TRANSSEXUALS IN PRISON FREE

referrals to helping professionals, shopping assistance and 50% discount at benefits.

Address

Make money order (only) payable to: The N.G.D.0., Mail to: PO. Box 02732, Detroit, MI 48202 ® Phone: (313) 842-5258
(Please Print) Name

City State Zip/Postal Code
(Check one) [IM-to-F [JF-to-M [ Other Tel.: (—)
Special mailing instructions

Date

Eii



The FTM Newslette

§3.17 Transsexuals

Transsexuals are people who have a long-standing desire (o change their
sex.*** Many transsexuals seek surgery that will change their sex. There are
a number of steps that an individual must take before most medical authonties
will approve them for surgery. First. the person must live for a period of a vear
or more in the new sex. The person will then be administered hormones of
the new sex. For example, male to female transsexuals will be administered
female hormones that wiil cause them to grow breasts. inhibit male hair growth,
and cause a redistribution of body fat. Often. other steps must be taken. Male
to female transsexuals will ordinarilv require electrolysis to remove facial hair.
Female to male transsexuals wiil require mastectomy. Only after these steps
have been taken will reputable auchonues approve someone for gender reas-
signment surgerv.*’

If a person has gone through the entire reassignment process, that person
should be treated as a member of the assigned sex. Thus, after surgery, a male
to female transsexual should be confined in a women's prison and provided
the hormones that continue to be necessary for good heaith. That is the policy
of the Federal Bureau of Prisons.** There may also be cases in which someone
who has not vet completed all surgery should be placed in a prison with other
people of their assigned sex. For example, in Croséy v Reynolds,**® a doctor
insisted that a male to female transsexual who had not yet had final surgery,
but who had been living as a woman for some years, whose body had taken
on female characteristics, and who, with long hormone administration, had
become impotent, be placed in a female prison. The doctor reasoned that the
inmate’s needs to live as a woman would be better met in the female prison,
that management problems would be infinitely less than those that would occur
by placing the totally feminine inmate in a male prison, and that no danger
would occur to other women inmates. The doctor was correct in concluding
that individual decisions should be made concerning assignment based on
these factors.**

However, problems arise if the transsexual is incarcerated after beginning
the process of reassignment but before it has been completed. In two reported
cases, male to female transsexuals who had not vet had surgery were incarcer-

246 Foran excellent discussion of transsexuality, see Phillips v Michigan Dept of Correc-
uons, 731 F Supp 792 (WD Mich 1990), affd without opinion, 932 F2d 969 (6¢h Cir 1991).
See also Gender Dysphoria (Betty Steiner ed 1985); Richard Green & John Money,
Transsexualism and Sex Reassignment (1969); Harry Benjamin, The Transsexual
Phenomenon (1966).

47 Gender Dvsphona (Betty Steiner ed 1985).

4% Farmer v Haas, 990 F2d 319 (7th Cir 1993).

249 763 F Supp 666 (D Me 1991) (the inmate’s cell mate sued, objecting to having
been housed with a man, but the court found that the doctor’s decision was reasonable).

%0 All of the litigation in this area has concerned male to female transsexuals. As
many as one-haif of all persons seeking gender reassignment are female to male. Gender
Dysphona (Betty Steiner ed 1985). In those cases, some of the considerations may be
different. For example, a female to male transsexual who has not complctcd reassxgn—
ment couid be sull raped. . ) e : e B



ated in male prisons in their mid-30s after living as women for approximatelv
half of therr lives.*' As the doctor in Crosoy noted. placing a totallv feminine
person in a male prison presents obvious and serious problems of protecting
that person from unwanted attenuon.

There 1s no question that a genuine-** transsexual has a “serious medical
condition’” that requires some treatment.*** The failure to provide transsexuals
with needed medical treatment caused at least two inmates to attempt seif-
castration.*** There can also be no serious dispute that many prison officials.
including the doctors. are ignorant about transsexualitv and are often cruel
to transsexual inmates.*

Pre-operauve transsexual inmates have sought a variety of treatments,
including female clothing, cosmetics, electrolysis. hormone therapy, transter
to a temale prison. and surgerv.+* [f the inmate is placed in a male prison, the
courts have uniformly found that prison management comcerns against having
inmates appear feminine outweigh any medical need for female clothing or
cosmetics.”*” The principal emphasis has been on continuation of hormone
therapv begun pror to incarcerauon.**® Everv court has held that genuine
transsexuals are entitled to some treatment for their conditions, but the courts
have been divided on their ability to order hormone therapy.?*?

=31 Phillips v Michigan Dept of Corrections, 731 F Supp 792 (WD Mich 1990), a/fd
atthout opinion, 932 F2d 969 (6¢h Cir 1991); Menweather v Faulkner, 821 F2d 408 (7th
Cir 1987).

52 [s it not always easy to determine if a person is genuinely a transsexual or if their
desire for sexual reassignment is due to other gender dysphoras such as transvestism
or due to other emotional problems. Lamb v Maschner, 633 F Supp 351 (D Kan 1986);
White v Farrier, 349 F2d 322 (8th Cir 1988). The matter is complicated by more recent
evidence indicaung that people can become transsexuals in middle age. Gender Dvs-
phona (Betty Steiner ed 1985).

233 Phillips v Michigan Dept of Corrections, 731 F Supp 792 (WD Mich 1990), affd
without optnon. 932 F2d 969 (6¢h Cir 1991); White v Farner, 849 F2d 322 (8th Cir 1988);
Menwether v Faulkner, 821 F2d 408 (7th Cir 1987).

5 Supre v Ricketts, 792 F2d 958 (10th Cir 1986); White v Farrier, 849 F2d 322 (8th
Cir 1988); Farmer v Carlson, 685 F Supp 1335 (MD Pa 1988).

255 Phillips v Michigan Dept of Corrections, 731 F Supp 792. 800 (WD Mich 1990),
affd without oprnion, 932 F2d 969 (6¢h Cir 1991) (doctor subjected transsexual to “*ridicule
and offensive remarks™); Meriwether v Faulkner, 821 F2d 408 (7th Cir 1987). Prison
doctors are not the onlv ones with prejudices when it comes to treatment for conditions
involving sex. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifically exempes transsexuals,
and other similar sexual conditions, from its protections. 42 USC §12211.

‘56 Lamb v Maschner, 633 F Supp 351 (D Kan 1986); White v Farrier, 849 F2d 322
(8th Cir 1988). ‘ ‘

57 Jones v Warden, 815 F Supp 276 (CD 1l 1993).

:5% Phillips v Michigan Dept of Corrections. 731 F Supp 792 (WD Mich 1990), affd
without optnion, 932 F2d 969 (6th Cir 1991); Lamb v Maschner, 633 F Supp 351 (D Kan
1986).

59 Compare Phillips v Michigan Dept of Corrections, 731 F Supp 792 (WD Mich 1990),
affd uithout oprnion, 932 F2d 969 (6th Cir 1991) (hormones ordered) with White v Farmer,
849 F2d 322 (8th Cir 1988) (not ordered); Supre v Ricketts, 792 F2d 958 (10th Cir
1986) (**We are unable to conclude that federal law requires prison officials to adminis-
ter female hormones to a transsexual inmate.”) and Meriwether v Faulkner; 821 F2d-



Those courts denving hormone therapyv have relied on the general rule that
the courts will not second guess medical decisions of prison doctors and that.
if there 1s-a disagreement among the medical experts. the court will deter to
the prison doctor’s opinion. The courts need to be sensitive to the fact that
many people, including many doctors. are unable to unemouonally diagnosis
problems relating to sex and erroneously sull see this condition as a sign of
serious psvchiairic ilness or as a desire for simple cosmetic changes. Expert
opinion Is unanimous concerning the essenual nature of treatment for trans-
sexuals. The better approach is to treat transsexuality like anv other medical
problem and to ensure that appropriate treatment, such as hormones. is pro-

\-1ded_.'m)

-

408 (7th Cir 1987) (not necessarily enutled to hormones); Farmer v Carlson, 685 F
Supp 1335 (MD Pa 1988).

-9 Phillips v Michigan Dept of Corrections. 731 F Supp 792 (WD Mich 1990), a/fd
wuthout optmon. 932 F2d 969 (6th Cir 1991). The Federal Bureau of Prisons policv is
t0 maintain an inmate at the stage of transition they are at when thev arrive at the institu-
uon. Farmer v Haas. 990 F2d 319 (7th Cir 1993). This presumably includes the adminis-
traton of hormones to those people who had been receiwving them outside the
institution.

-1 Colleen M. McCarthv. Note. Expervmentation On Prisoners: The [nadequacy of I'oluntary
Consent. 15 New Eng | on Crim & Civ Confinement 33, 36-60 (1989).

=42 James Overholser. £thical [ssues in Prison Research: A Risk/Benefit dnalvsis. 5 Behav
Sci & the Law 187 (1987). )

53 Bailey v Lally, 481 F Supp 203 (D Md 1979); McCarthy, supra note 261, at 33,
61: Overholser, supra note 262, at 187, 191, 193.

#= McCarthy, supra 261, at 55, 64-63.

<45 [d 55, 60-65: Overholser, supra note 262, at 187, 191, 196.

% McCarthy, supra, note 261, at 533, 38, 61; Overholser, supra note 262, at 192-93.

-57 Qverholser, supra note 262, at 188-89.

| YN £ &He's been cailed a demagogue, a
Hopefully They’re Pink populist and a gadfly. What he is, is over. 99
"dnﬁngos —columnist Anna Quindlen on Ross Perot

At the Rotterdam Zoo in The :
Netherlands, two male flamingos
have come together in a committed, :
loving relationship and have bred a :
flamingo chick. Apparently the two :
steal eggs from female flamingos and :
try to hatch them as their own. Zoo :
officials, feeling sorry for the birds, °
have provided them with a fertilized
egg. which the pair hatched. They
have faithfully stayed by their young
and are raising it as their own.

vy




Article

from the Powder & Pearls

Newsletter Of The Memphis TransGendered Alliance

[FOLL CIROLE

The Story of Rev. John Prowett

Father John was recently awarded the Humanitarian
Award from The Minorities Trust & Transcare of New
Zealand. Rightly John should have been listed Category
"A" in his award. Until now we were not aware that
John is himself a well experienced member of both the
gay and gender communities, well equipped and also
experienced thoroughly enough to carry out his chosen
role in life.

A Vietnam veteran, John was repatriated home along
with another who became John’s lover. John lived for 3
1/2 years as a TS in a loving relationship with this
person. Just prior to the surgery John’s psychiatrist
brought home to John the bitter truth about their
relationship. His spouse was gay and surgery would
result in his losing his lover. Father John thus-made a
very big sacrifice to remain with the one that he loved.
Tragically a few months later John’s lover was killed in
an automobile wreck.

John moved to New York where he became involved
with several groups like STAR, (Street Transvestites
Action Revolution) The Queens Liberation Front, and
Lee Brewster’s House parties and drag bails. John now
consider himself a drag queen and because of a
relzticaship developing with a black lover he scughi help
from Zelda Suplee of the Errickson Education
Foundation’s New York office. Regardless of other
factors the fact that two people care enough about each
other ought to predominate was the advice.

John was one of those arrested in the Stonewall Lounge
in the village during the well publicized riots while
dressed as a drag queen. Upon release from prison he
became involved with Jamie Howell’s "Transvestite
Information Service (TVIS) in Spencer N. Carolina, first
as a crossdresser homosexual counselor and then as
bi/gay crossdressers counselor.

Moving to Dallas Tx, John began a Queens Service of
Dallas, a social and support group for the TV/TS
community and continued to be involved with Ermrickson
Education Foundation and TVIS thru several articles in
their newsletters.

=6~

"After a lot of harassment and problems with police in
those days I moved to Los Angeles where I became the
director for TV/TS people through the Gay Community
Center when it was on Wilshire Blvd. I was know under
the name of either John or "Rose Ann". The Community
Center got me involved with doctors, lawyers, and I had
t0 meet many business people at their offices. I quickly
had to decided if I was to do this as John or Rose Ann.
Rose Ann retired gracefully, and living as John now
%Iaé/m Sxossdtessing. BUT OH WHAT MEMORIES

In 1974 John moved to Chicago to be closer to his
family in Michigan and while there ran Gender Services
of Chicago for 10 years, doing referrals for TS people
wanting hormones, electrolysis and surgery.
Additionally he ran groups for TV’s and TS’s.

In 1979 John answered the call to the ministry and was
ordained in 1985. As John puts it he wanted to show
that ope could be Gay or Bi, that cnes could be a CD oz
TS and still love God and be a Christian. A loving God
does not condemn one for who they are.

After several unhappy break up’s and becoming over
involved in the Chicago Gay/Lesbian community John
moved to Little Rock Ar. where he got involved in the
Arkansas prison system working with Gay/Lesbian
people and TV/TS inmates and started
TRANSPERSONS ALLIANCE. It seemed at that time
that the Gay/Lesbian political climate was on the decline
in Little Rock and John moved to Memphis where he
curreatly resides.

Today John is heavily involved in the
TRANSSEXUAL’S IN PRISON project, the
Gay/Lesbian Center, the county jail, and local hospitals
as an openly bisexual minister and has worked with
several other people in getting various groups started.
John was one of those involved in starting the Memphis
TransGendered Alliance.

"T have gone from being a happily married wife to being
a husband (now looking for a wife). I have done shows
and worked as a prostitute both as a male and enfemme.
(never arrested) I have gone from one needing help to
being one who is now able to give help to others. I plan
to continue to give help to my sisters in the gender
community. I know what I went through years ago."

NEW MAILING ADDRESS

Barbara Smith has generosly offered the use of her
P.0O.box for the use of M.TG.A. The new mailing

_ address for M.TG.A. is now as follows:

M.TG.A.
P.O. box 11232
Memphis Tn. 38111-0232
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Press Release

3/94 For Immediate Release
Questionnaire on HBIGDA Standards of Care: Preliminary Results

Since 1979, the Standards of Care of the Harrv Benjamin [nternational Gender
Dvsphoria Association, Inc. (HBIGDA) have served as minimal guidelines for the
hormonal and surgical sex reassignment of persons with gender dysphoria. They are
widely accepted by professionals around the world.

In 1993, AEGIS conducted a survey in order to determine the opinions of transgendered
consumers to the Standards of Care. Our questionnaire was sent to subscribers to
Chrysalis Quarterly, our journal, and was distributed by various support groups around
the nation.

We have entered responses to 339 questionnaires into a computer database.
Preliminary results were presented at the Eastern Regional Meeting of the Sodiety for
the Scientific Study of Sex (Quad-Ess) in Atlanta in April, 1994. Additional findings will
be presented at the International Congress on Cross Dressing, Sex, and Gender in Los
Angeles, California in February, 1995.

Our initial findings are that the majority of respondents: (1) identify as transsexual (for
example, out of the total sample of 339, as many as 282 have been in or are currently in
therapy because of their gender issues, 219 are crossliving, 252 have had or are having
hormonal therapy, and 261 have had or plan to have sex reassignment surgery); (2) have
heard of the HBIGDA Standards of Care (269 of 339, or 79.4%); and (3) believe that the
Standards of Care serve a useful purpose (259 of the 269, or 92.6% of those who have
heard of the Standards).

Those who are interested in obtaining a copy of the questionnaire and the texts of our
presentations at Quad-Ess and the International Congress on Cross Dressing, Sex, and
gender should send one dollar in currency, check, or postage stamps to AEGIS, P.O. Box
33724, Decatur, 30033. (Be sure to ask for the SOC survey results). The preliminary
analysis will be mailed to you right away, and a more detailed report will follow in early

1995

We would like to take this opportunity to thank the many people who responded to the
questionnaire and the gender programs and support groups which reprinted the
questionnaire in their newsletters andjor distributed it at their meetings.
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Press Release

5/%  for Immediate Rele_ase

AEGIS Announces $500 Award for National FTM Conference

The American Educational Gender Information Service, Inc. is pleased to announce an
award of $500 to a group which will provide a matching amount for purposes of
conducting a national conference for female-to-male crossdressers and transsexual
people.

AEGIS Executive Director Dallas Denny said, “We believe that our award will serve as a
catalyst for a national conference for female-to-male persons. Such an event has been
long needed. While most gender conferences are open to FTMs, the programming is
usually geared primarily toward feminine self-expression. A conference for men will
allow the the full expression of masculine energies, unconstrained by a model which
originated to serve the needs of male-to-female persons. The fact is, there has never
been a conference exclusively for FTM people, and the first one could take any form—a
wilderness experience, for example. The possibilities are limitless. Quite literally
anything could happen.

“We're very happy to be able to support the FTM community in this way. We have a
very small budget, and quite frankly, we could use the money for other things we really
need— but then again, the men need to have a space for themselves, and it’s high time
they had it. We’re making this a priority. We're very committed to FTM people, and
this is our way of acknowledging them.

“We are also doing an all FTM-issue of Chrysalis Quarterty, (our magazine) with Jason
Cromwell serving as guest editor. We always welcome material about and by men.”

Conditions are as follows:
1. Applicant may be an already existing nonprofit organization, support group, or
group of individuals or a nonprofit organization formed for the purpose of
organizing an FTM conference. Individuals and for-profits may not apply.

2. Applicants must plan to have a national conference for FTM persons within
eighteen montbs of the date of the award (before 8/1/%).

3. Applicants must pledge an equivalent amount ($500) to serve as matching funds.

4. Applicants must reserve at least $500 of profits of the first-conference for seed
money for a future conference.

5. Applications must be postmarked by midnight, 12/31/94, and should be sent to
AEGIS, PO. Box 33724, Decatur, GA 30033.

6. Applications should be in narrative form.

Timeline: Applications Due 12/31/94 Monies Awarded 2/1/95 Conference By 8/1/%
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