
• 

-
... 'IAL=; jC C L 

• 

I 

• 

• 

190 

' 

'FRE POLY A NTH Os .. 

w 

have bcc1, comparecl to Raphael, " sociably 
111ilc.l,'' of ,vl101n the sa1ne poet, by tl1e mot1th of 
Adam, thus speaks, i11 language most exquisitely 
beal1tif ul :-

,, l-Iaste hither, Eve; and worth t11y sight beholcl 
'' Eastward amo11g those treest what glorious shape 
'' C h. · omes t 1s way moving ; seems another morn 
'' R" 'd �1sen 011 m1 noon ; some g1·eat behest from heaven 
'' To us perl1aps I1e bri11gs'' 
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ECCENTRJCK CHARACTER. 
I 

• 

� I 1\1' ARY FRI'FH, alias Moll Cut/iurae, was born 

in Lonclo11, 1589. Her early propensities form
ed a st1--iking inclex of I1er ft1tu1�e habits ; fo1� fe
nial-e attir·e, a11d tl1e needle a11d tl1in1ble, were as 
irkson1e to l1er as running, jt1n1ping, cuclgel-
playing, and fighting were consona11t to her cle
sires. vVl1en sl1e arrived at a state of ,voma11-

. I1oocl, sho took to \Vearing 1nan's ap.pa1 .. el, whicl1 
sl1e c·onti11ued to do till tl1e cl�y o.f her deatl1, 
,vl1icl1 happenecl at the age of seventy-four. It 
,vas the custom in those <:lays for laclies a11rl ge11-

tlemen to ,vea1� 'thei1 .. purses l1t1ng to a S'il'clle, 
and Moll ,vas famous for attencling places of 
publicl{ resort to cut tl1em off, for ,vl1icl1 she ob

tained tl1e name of Cutfiu1·se ; anc1 to het' clex• 
, ter·ity in tl1i� a1�t ,ve owe the in,re11tion of laclics 

pockets, and tl1ose t1sed b),. gentleman i11 tl1eit' 
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5n1ull-clotl1es. Sl1e lil{ewise p1'actisecl 011 tl1e 
l1igl1way ,vitl1 mucl1 1'e1Jute, till having l"obbed 
genc1·al Fai1,fax on Hounslo,v Heath, fo1' wl1icl1 

. sl1e ,vas concle1nned to die, bt1t pt11·casl1ed l1e1,. 

life and libet'ty by payi11g tl1e Ge11eral two l1u11-

clr·ed guineas ; she 1'esolved to quit the occupa
tion, a11cl con1me11ce b1'olte1' to tl1e London 
tl1ieves, ,v l1icl1 business she f(Jllowed to tl1e clay 
of he1' death ; and tl1us set a patte1·11 fo1· J onatl1an 
,vyld. She was the fit'st Englisl1 ,vo111aB that 
ever· smol{ed tobacco ; and when she fot111d tl1at 
deatl1 ha(l 01 .. de11ed her to lay aside l1er pi11e a11cl 

pot, sl1e bequeatl1ed tl1e g11eate1' pa1't of l1e11 pro1)· 
e1'ty to l1c11 nepl1ew, with an 01 .. det' that l1e sl1oulcl 
not lay it .,out foolishly, but get cl1'unl{ with it 
while it lasted. A small monl1me11t was l"aised 
to her me111ory i11 St. B1 .. idget's chut'c l1-ya1"d, and 
the gt'eat l\1ilton w1'ote the f ollo,ving epita p!1, · 
wl;iich was engrave11 tl1ereon, bt1t the wl1ole ,vas. 
destroyed �y the great fi11e i11 1666 :-

'' Here lies under the same marble, 

'' Dust, for Time's last iieve to garble ; 

'' Dust to perplex a sadducee, 

'' Whether it rise a he or she; 
• 

'' Or two in one, � single pair' 

'' Nature's sport, and now her care. 

,, For how she'll clothe it at ]ast day, 

'' Unless she sighs it all away ; 

'' Or where she'll place it, none can tell, 
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\ c, Some middle place 'twixt heaven and hell:· 
cc A11d well 'tis purgatory's found, 
·,, Else she n;iust hide her under ground. 
'' These reliques do deserve the doom, 
'' Of that cheat Mahomet's fine tomb ; 
�, For no commu11ion she had, 
'' Nor sorted witl1 the good or bad ; 
'' That when the world shall be calcined, 
'' And the mixed mass of human kind 
'' Sl1all sep'rate by tl1at melting fire, 
'' She'll stand alone and none come nigh her .. 
'' Reader, here she lies till tl1en, 
'' Wl1en truly you'll see her again.'' 
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IF a ge11tleman wantB a �vife, he weal's a ring 

011 tl1e fi1'st fi11ger of the left hancl ; 1 if l1e be en-
, 

gag-ed, he weal's it on the se·cond finger; if 1nar-

ried, 011 tl1e thi1 .. d ; and on the fourth, if he never 

intends to be ma1"1'ied.. '\\'
""

l1en a lady is disen-

gaged, she ,:\1ears a hoop or tliamond on the fii·st 

finger; if engaged, she wea1"s a l1oop or diamond 
on tl1e second fi11ge1" ; if married, on the third ; 
and on the fourth, if she intends to die a 1J1,aid. 

Wl1en a gentlemen presents a fan, a flowet', 01' 

a trinket, to a lady witl1 tl1e left hand, it is, on 

his part, an ove1"ture of regard ; should she re-

ceive it ,vith the left hand, it is consiclered as an 

acceptance of his esteem ; but if with the rig/1,t 

hand, it is a reft1sal of the off er ....... Tl1us, by a few 
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