Date: Tue, 14 Jan 1997 22:36:29 -0800 (PST)

From: owner-prisonact-list@igc.org
To: "undisclosed-recipients:;"

2

Seceeeeee Forwarded message ----------

>CONTACT: Riki Anne Wilchins

>212) . B aripeline.coM
o=

>
>TRIAL OPENS ON TRANSPRISONER RAPE
>CASE KICKED BACK BY SUPREME COURT
>

>INMATE APPEALS FOR SUPPORT
>
>[Madison, WI - January 10, 1996] The
>jury trial of raped trans-inmate Dee
>Farmer, whose case went all the way up
>to the Supreme Court, begins January
>21st in Madison, Wisconsin. After
>Farmer had been raped in prison, she
>charged that prison authorities - who
>knew of her transgender status - had
>failed to take proper steps to protect

>her from a sexual assault which was
>virtually inevitable.

>

> Wisconsin Federal Court Judge

>John Shabaz threw out Farmer's case on
>grounds that the prison had not been
>properly notified of the special risks

>she faced. Ms. Farmer, with little money
>and few resources, refused to back down,
>appealing her case all the way to the
>Supreme Court. The Court heard the case
>last year, ruling that prison officials
>could not require notification if the

>risk at hand was obvious. The case was
>sent back to Judge Shabaz's courtroom
>for trial.

>

> Farmer's suit affects all current




>and future genderqueer prisoners who are
>held 1n a sexually-hostile environment,
>subject to repeated sexual assault, and
>dependent upon prison officials for
>protection. Farmer's case 1s unique in
>that - despite the tremendous odds against
>her - she has refused to drop her suit.

>

> Ms. Farmer spoke to InYourFace from
>a prison in Oklahoma, where she is being
>held while in transit to her trial.
>Declared Dee, "Transpeople in prison
>deserve to be able to pay their debt to
>society free of the constant fear of
>sexual assault or rape, just because
>prison authorities consider them
>disposable inmates. When my case was
>first heard, the courtroom was empty and
>the judge simply threw it out. This
>time, | hope members of the queer
>community will show up and support me.
>Not only because my case affects queer-
>inmates all across the country, but
>because -- although this time it's me --
>the next time it could be any one."

>

>  Ms. Farmer is being represented by
>Wisconsin attorneys, Virginia Jones and
>Peg Kelsey. For those interested in
>attending the opening day to support
>Dee, the trail 1s at:

>

>Federal Courthouse

>120 North Henry

>Madison WI

>Tuesday, January 21st

>Judge John Shabaz

»

2

> Hit#

>(¢) 1996 InYourFace

>An on-line, news-only service for



>gender activism. When re-posting,

>please credit InYourFace.

>

>Date: 97-01-10 13:47:38 EST

>From: -@pipeline.com (Rik1 Anne Wilchins)

>

>MEDIA ADVISORY - FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

>

>MIME-Version: 1.0

>

o

>

>Subj: TRIAL STARTS ON TRANSPRISONER RAPE CASE
>Subject: Fwd: Trial Opens on Transprisoner Rape Case

>

>To: Jim/PNS <pns@pathcom.com>, mac flatt-scott <up866@freenet.victoria.bc.ca>
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-asci1"

Date: Tue, 14 Jan 1997 22:30:18 -0800 (PST)

From: JusticeNet Prison Issues Desk <prisondesk@igc.org>
Message-1d: <v03007884af01b6a868c3@[198.94.3.4]>
Mime-Version: 1.0

Subject: Fwd: Trial Opens on Transprisoner Rape Case (fwd)
To: Prison activist list subscribers <prisonact-list@igc.org>
X-Sender: prisondesk@pop.igc.org

Sender: owner-prisonact-list@igc.apc.org

Precedence: bulk

keywords: queer brutality conditions women
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