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• ' . ' ·r fohns Hopkins University-an4 ·who feels that Pierre rescued 5 In the U S Ch n S nounced its willingness to per- her from hell, says her mar-• . g e ex I form transsexual surgery . .Johns ri~ge is ver:r happy and satis-
• • Hopkins has since done 32 sex- fymg, emot1onally and sexu-

n SIX Years Wlth Surg r change operations, nine of them ally. ., . ' e y changing women to men. E~fn the spectacular fail-, 

/2//4 / / ~ A 7 A T rn for the Better ures have had some measure 
';' • 4- _ ,A,u .,. =z u of success, reports Dr. Donald 

I .l'r) 0 In the next several years1 Hastings psychiatrist in charge 
. . By JAN~ E. B~ODY . , simila~ surgical programs were of the University of Minnesota 

.Six Yt'ars ago, 1t was dis- In the change of a female es!abhshed by a number of program. 
1 closed that American doctors transsexual to . a male, tne pnvate surgeons _and at ne~rly, Dr. Hastings' group know­

had been pc-rf orming one of ~reasts me removed, a h:yst~- a dozen. Am_encan me?ical ingly included three sociopaths 
U t I' 1 f f 1ectomy performed, a penis is centers-mcludmg the Umver- in ,the surgical program One 1e mos rac ica ?rms O constructed using the sexually sity of Minnesota, S"tanforA now an attractive femal~ ha~ 
surgery - lhe operat10ns that responsive clitoris and other University, the Universicyof since been married and di­
change one's sex. Since then, ~issue a!1d testicles are made by, Mfchi~an,- t~e University of vorced and has been constantly 
.an estimated 500 persons have 1mplantmg pr?stheses under the W~shm~ton m ~e~t;le and the in trouble with neighbors and 
I undergone surgical sex change skm. The Renisr ,however, is in~ University o~ Virginia. friends, drinking too muoh and 
/. . . capable of erect10n. In reviewing the results of abusing drugs. 

Im ~his countiy, _and hundreds In addition to surgery, the t~ei~· efforts, _the centers are "She's no worse than before, 
11101 e have applied for such mones-testosterone for the fm~mg that hfe s- taken a but also no .better," Dr. Hast-

1 surgrry. new males and estrogen for the decided t':1rn for the better for ings said. "However, her sexual 
j Now several university medi- ! females-that stimulat~ . such most pa_tient~. Many married adjustment has been excellent." 

I 
cal center. where abou"t"· one- secondary sex cha_rac~en~tics as for _the first ~n~le afte_r surgery; on the basis of cases like 

. . ' , beard growth, distribution of so?1e are raising cry1ldren ob- this one, many doctors now 
thud 0

~ t~ie cases _were han- body hair and body fat and t~med thr~u_g~ m_ama~e, 3;dop- realize that transsexual surgery/ f-.. 
: died, a1 e m the midst of as- breast development. tion or artificial msemmation. is not a cure-all for social de-
, se"sing the result of their work. Th_e surgery is expensive- In most c_ases, the partners viance or personal psychiatric 
Prlimin:-iry findings indicate hospital costs can exceed ~10,- of sex-reassigned transsexuals difficulties not directly related 

• u13 t grnerallv the surgical pro- 000-and the results s?me!imes appear to be nor~al hetero- to the patient's gender identity 1 ., • . . fall short of Vhe physical ideal. sexuals. The typical ~ouple problems. 
• gt:.irns have been successful 10 , Still researchers ma,intainj reports that sexual relations- Most institutions now refuse 
. achieving their goals: relative: that in properly ,selected cases, however: t~ey are ~chieved- to operate on patients who 
. contentment and peace of mind there are no regrets. They con- are satisfying physically and have been in trouble with the 
1 

for persons whose lives before' cede, howev~r? that a patient
1 
emotionally, and most patiemlj ,taw (other than arrests for 

. surgery were marked by de- who has. wilh!1gly undergone. say t_hat they are capable or I cross-dressing) or who have ob-
• . . . . . such radical, irrevocable sur- reachtng orgasm. • vious neurotic difficulties. 
; pression, isolation, _d~spair and gery would be unlikely to say A number of patients whose . Extremely careful selection 
I often altcmpted rSUic1de. he or she was sorry the step presurgical emotional difficul-lof patients appears to be cru-

Before surgery, the patients had been taken. ties interfered with their aca- sexual program. Most centers 
had been diagnosed as trans~ Results Satisfying demic pursuits, have returned require prospective patients to 
sexua ls - persons with the In sentiments typically ex• to school, one re~eiving a. dre~s, live and wor~ in their 
seemingly normal 1 . 1, pressed by sex-changed per• Wh.D., another becoming a m~d- desired gen~er for six months 

k • P ,ysica sons a former female who was , 1cal doctor, others completing, or longer, aided by hormone!i, 
ma cup of one sex but, for as oper~ted on two years ago said: high school, college or voca• ,before they are accepted for 
far back as they can remem. "For more than 20 years, I tional training. _Most of thos; surgery. • 
ber. the psyche of the other. lived ~n a continual _state of , who were ~orkmg. before sur-

1 
In general, the ~enters have 

Such persons are said to have confusion and lonehness. I gery are sttll workm~, a num- mov~d very cautiously, per-
a rossaende 'd n thought of myself as a boy,-but ber of them today m better formmg onily a few operations 

1. ·" . r 
I en_ 1 y. • the world reacted to me accord- jobs than they had before. a year, even though they were 

. ~n ike _ti ansves~ites, who de- ing to what they saw-a girl. A relative handful of patients swamped with hundreds - and 
me e_mot1onal satisfaction from Now, for th~ first time in my have capitalized on their un- son:ietimes thousands-of appli­
'occasionally dressing like the life, I can live as a complete usual condition, performing inJ cations. It is not known hqw 
,opposite sex, and homosexuals and normal human being. I am nightclubs as "sex-changed manr true transsexuals there! 
iwho reo·irdless of l ff ' a man, the world sees me as a Sally," or publicizing their his- are m this country. Estimates' 
Ii ,. ~ -~' .. low e em- man an_d treats me like_ a m~n." t?ry on talk shows, in inter- range from 2,000 to 10,000. 

n,,lc .0 • n~nsculi,1e they may' Despite such testimonials, views and rlectures. But most In retrospect, the centers arc 
br, still thmk of the1~1selves. as even the most committed physi- patients, anxious to make newejpleasect with their conserva• 
11elnn_Q111g to the sex mto which cians regard surgical sex reas- and private lives for them-· tism, for they sec now how 
the~· ,\.;'IL'_born, the lransse_xual signn_,ent as a less-th;-in-perfect selves, hav_e quietly blcryded easy it is to misdiagnose trans-
-: 111,1ft 01 IL'1_11,1lc .- repudiates solution to the problem of into the mamslream of society,, J' d . . 

1 hb or !1rr biological sex and transsexualism.. their past unknown to friends sexua is~ an consequent Y 
often trn's t~ pass as a member In an effort to avoid surgery, neighbors and relatives by p{rform irrevocable surgery on 
of the opposite sex. a few medical cent~rs are try- marriage. t ;, wrong persons. . 

As adults, such patients have I ing to identify children who Pierre (all patients' names We have ,,to b_e especially 
proved unrrsponsive to any,I may be "pretranssexual_s," and have been changed to protect careful now, said Dr. Jon 
form of psychiatric or drug are treating them ~1th the their privacy, operated on at Meye:, who head~. the Johns 
therapy. Doctors specializing in hopeful goal of reversing their the beginning of Johns Hop- Hopki~•s program, because ihe 
the p1:oblem, unable to make gender misidentification ~efore kins's program, is typical. As, word is out on how to talk to 
.tl:e mmd match the body, de- it is too late. . Pat~icia, she was depressed, 

1

. 
the d,?ctors to perform the sur• 

c1ded to make the patient's Other researcher~ are seeki!1g out of a job, and suicidal. 'Then gery. . . 
body match the mind., possible psychological and J:>io-she learned of the Baltimore. po~tors and patients alike, 
. For thr male transsexual who logical causes of transsexualism, program. After surgery, Pierre, said if a person 1s not 100 per 
1s clwngrcl to a female-the which may one day lea_d to married a young woman who cent ce~uin that sex-change 
more common direction of sex•' methods of pr~vcnt~ng d1stor- was despondent following the surgery 1s w~al he o~ 1d1_" 
change surgrry-the procedure tions of gender identity. birth of an illegitimate child. wants, the patient may find 1t 
uc;u'.1lly invoh·_es removal of the Alth?ugh the successful trans- . Happy Harbinger , difficult to withstan_d t~e dis­
pems and t.est1cles, construction formation of George Jorgensen . Now six years later Pierre's I comforts and coi:np1Icat1ons of 
of an artificial vagina lined wit.bi to Christine . in Denmark 20 

0 
ct' h" f ther • who re- surgery, the continued need for 

the s~nsitive skin of the pehi~,; years ago received _much pub- ~e~tla t:~ard! ~ana, 'er of an hormone treatm_en_ts _and ll 
and m some cases breast en.. Ii city it was not until 1966 that . . Yrti gH. if· host of other difficulties not 
largement. ' an A

1

merican medical ce~ i~po . ng concern. 111 w I e, always possible to anticipate. 
\ • t • - -



J 

/ 


