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11-5-97
To Whom It May Concern,

1 am writing to you to generate support to improving conditions
for the transgendered person behind prison walls, Please review
the attached letter Judy and I will be sending the warden at
Vacaville State prison. Please sign and print your name on the
letter, if you support our efforts, Also if you know a program
which would support our efforts ask a representative of the
organization to sign the name of the program or organization on
our letter. After Judy and I gather a sufficient number of names
we will send the letter to the warden with the names.

Please indicate if you would be interested in meeting with the
warden and or if you would be willing to demonstrate in front
of the prison iIf the warden chooses not to adequately address

our concerns.

K will demonstrate with you In support of the transgendered
prisoner if the need arises.~ dopa. 4. M'HMIN‘

1 would be willing to meet with the warden as a member of

the Ad Hoe Committee for Prison Health Care Reform.&ovwéém
m+‘.wh.

I would like to be a member of the Ad Hoc Committee for ¥
Prison Health Care Reform to advocate on other prison health
care Issues such as HIV and or mental health care.

Please return this cover letter and the attached signature letter to either:

Scott Coz2a, Prison Health Care Reform Advocate/HIV Health Educator

/rrwmov—or I 1! m1. CA- 94952

Judy Greenspan, HI S in Prison Project, ‘
/\’ Oakland, CA. 94607-3592)F: 510- [ T: 510

-
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10 be approved to receive bomiones while incarcerated And ll can take months for honmones to he
apptoved in the very rare ¢ases when they are.

7) TGs living with HIV/AIDS are denied hormones, They were also denied being able 10 attend » TG
senyinve suppart proup There was no suppont group offered in their area addressing their anique needs

8) Yhz CMO of the HIV program was quoted in ‘93 as saying, " | did & research review and found
nothiny in the hterature to support the notion that hormone therapy improves the mental health of the
ranssexudl. ) do not suppon giving harmones to the franssexuals at CMT."

10) CDC needs 10 develop an official policy in the DOM Departinent Operations Manual which
addresses the psychosocinl-hio needs of the incarcerated TG community. To Jute thete is no such
document

11) TGs who are incarcerated should be provided HTV/STD peer education which is sengitive to the TG
communiny ‘They receive no HTV or other health informarion.

12) The incarcerated TG should be protected Hom vexual assaul, physica) and verbal abuse and
discrimination. The experience of the TG prisoner is feeling vnprotected.

13) All transgender prisonets whether they are HIV positive or not are disciplined more harshiy then the
general population for the same offense,

14) TGs are not allowed to wesr make-up or feminine clothing. Many who have developed breasts are
not allowed 10 wear bras, They are strip-séarched by male officers,

The Ad Hoc Committee for Prison Health Care Reform is requesting that the California Medical
Facilsty investigate the health care concems identified above. We are nlso requesting a formal meeting
with you to discuss our concerns and develop solutions to this serious deficicricy in haalth care delivery
Please contact either Scont Cozza at (707) [ or Judy Greenspan at (510) I
I <o sct-up this mecting. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Aol gzt

Scott Cazza
ludv Greaaspm, HIV 'AIDS in Prison Project
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