






THE EDIT□BIHL PHGES -+ L11i1'i , 
I icYMBERL E IGH "S cu PBOARD  

I _ -- Kym�k>W!'? l?l'cM-rd.s _ 

I have been sitting back and watching the debate 
between the various camps in the gender 
community regarding the apparently critical 
question "what should we call ourselves? "  for several 
months now, only occasionally entering the fracas 
myself. My most recent contribution, a 
tongue-in-cheek call for a "national referendum" on 
the subject , was apparently taken too seriously by 
some, necessitating a more definitive commentary 
on the subject. 
WARNING: I am about to sound as if I am dictating 
to the community from on high regarding 
terminology. I am not issuing a royal command , 
however :  Like our community' s  best-known 
philosopher, Virginia Prince, I am merely going to 
give reasonable arguments in favor of some terms 
and against others. I hope that this will help to 
resolve this question, because I feel the debate has 
gone on far too long. 
For simplicity's sake, I will not deal with the 
generally accepted terms "transvestite" and 
"crossdresser", as  these terms are in general use, 
interchangeably, to mean someone who- -- for 
whatever reason -- dresses in the clothes normally 
associated with the opposite sex. Nor will I deal with 
the term "transsexual", which in general use means 
someone who is either preparing for SRS or has had 
it . I shall deal with the remaining terms, both 
proposed or in conflicting use, individually for the 
most part. 
Tra n sgen dered/ Transgen deris t :  The debate 
here is whether this means anyone in either camp 
(TV /CD or TS) of the gender community, or 
someone who is living full time in a gender identity 
opposite to that normally associated with their sex. I 
have gone on record many times in the past as 
disliking the term "transgenderist" to describe 
myself, but I no longer feel that it would be a 
proper term to describe all members of our 
community. It is inappropriate to use that term, for 
example, to describe a transsexual, since they do 
not really have a "gender" problem. They have a 
problem with their physical sex organs. To call them 
"transgendered" identifies them with a condition 
they do not have. They are not shifting genders; 
they are shifting sexual identities .  That same 
argument, however, makes the term the most logical 
to describe the members of the CD/TV community,  
since this segment of the (larger) gender community 
IS involved with shifting back and forth between 
gender identities . "Transgenderist" implies a more 
permanent condition, one of consistent and lasting 
crossing of the gender identity line. So I propose 
that "transgendered" be used -- as it is on our front 
page -- to describe a segment of the gender 
community consisting of transvestites/crossdressers 
and transgenderists , the latter term meaning, 
essentially, a full -time crossdresser. (NOT a 
non-surgical transsexual, as some have suggested.) 
B igen dered:  Despite Virginia's  recent exercise in 
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logic using Webster's as a guide, the term does 
appear likely to become (in general use)  a 
psuedo-synonym for "bisexual", due to the general 
public's (and a large percentage of the gender 
community's) equating "sex" with "gender" . Without 
berating the point further than it already has been, 
I suggest we discard the term and stop expending so 
much energy trying to clarify the difference .  If, in 
our outreach, we make it clear that you. don' t 
HA VE to be homosexual to be a crossdresser (the 
major misconception of the public) , the question is 
resolved. So why invent another term? 
Cro s sge n dered:  This term, which appears to have 
its greatest fans in the South (mainly Texas) , seems  
to me to be  an extension of the logic that most u sed 
to  justify using the term "crossdresser" instead of 
"transvestite" .  Since the Latin sounded too clinica l, 
we adopted the English translation. But 
"crossgendered" isn ' t  a translation of anything, so I 
suggest we drop it and stop confusing people .  
(Besides, i t  sounds rather silly when said out loud. ) 
Fem m iph ile :  Has ANYONE_ us_ed this __ term since _ 
FPE became Tri -Ess? Enough said .. . 
Gen der Tran s i en t :  Phaedra Kelly, who coined this 
phrase to describe herself, said it best in her letter 
to the editor last month. She's not looking for 
converts, so she can call herself GT and be a 
category of one. I don't think anyone else adopted 
the term, so I salute her for being an individualist 
and remove the term from any wider usage. 
Gen derist :  Proposed by the Gender Alternatives 
League (GAL) when they drafted their "declaration 
of independence" last year, it deteriorated into 
being simply the title of their national magazine. 
(Come to think of it, GAL seems to have 
deteriorated itself in recent months. Are they doing 
ANYTHING these days?)  Needless to say, this one 
doesn't go in my lexicon either .  
Tran s vita te  and  Tran sroler :  Proposed, a t  various 
times, by Anne Blackwood and Tere Frederickson, 
respectively, to replace "transgenderist" so that the 
latter could be used in a broader definition. My 
argument for the original term, though, negates the 
need to create a replacement,  so these tongue Q 
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" CROSS-TRLK " SUBSCR I PTI ON  I NFORMRT I ON 

THE •FREE ISSUE WHEN YOU GET A FR IEND TO 
SUBSCR IBE• OFFER :  If you enjoy the news, 
editorials, and features that "Cross-Talk" delivers to 
you every month , we would l ike you to introduce us 
to your friends in the transgendered community. 
When you get a friend to subscribe, we wil l  extend 
your subscription by one issue. Simply write your 
four-digit subscriber number ( in the upper left corner 
of the mail ing label) in the blank below labelled "How 
did you hear about Cross-Talk?" on the subscriber 
information form below, then xerox the form and give 
a copy to your friends. When they subscribe, we' l l  
extend your subscription ... and there's no l imit on 
the number of extensions you may receive. 

IF YOU RECEIVED THIS COPY OF •cROSS-TALJ<• 
BY SENDING FOR A SAMPLE : We hope you're 
enjoying "Cross-Talk" , the gender community's only 
independent monthly newsletter. If you would l ike to 
subscribe, please complete the form below and send 
it back to us with payment. If you saw our ad in a 
group newsletter, we would l ike you to put the name 
of the group in the blank labelled "How did you hear 
about Cross-Talk?" on the form, because these 
groups get credit from each new subscription which 
they can use to receive our reprint series 'for their 
group l ibraries. If you're joining our other 
subscribers, welcome! 

THE ·CR OSS-TALK· YELLOW PAGES:  ·cross-Talk" 
publishes a compilation of various resources ( such 
as stores, therapists, counselors, mai l  order sources, 
etc.) for the Southern California gender community 
called the ''Yellow Pages". If you l ive in the Los 
Angeles metropolitan area (zip codes starting with 
900 through 9 1 8, 923 through 928, 930, 93 1 , or 
935) ,  you may order the resource guide with your 
subscription by writing "Yel low Pages" on the blank 

l ine underneath the subscription ordering lines and 
adding $2.00 per year. NO TE: If you are a member 
of Alpha Chapter Tri-Ess, CHIC, or P.P .O.C. you do 
not need to order the "Yellow Pages" as you will 
automatical ly receive it as part of your membership . 

TO USE THIS  FORM TO RENEW YOUR 
SUBSCRIPTION:  Complete the form and return it 
with payment. Please include your four-d ig it 
subscriber number from the upper left corner of the 
mail ing label. 

THE ·cROSS-TALK· REPR I NT SERIES:  We are 
offering a price reduction on three soon-to-be 
discontinued titles. in our series of reprints from the 
archives of "Cross-Talk" : 
F ILM AT 1 1 :  THE 6:00 T .V. NEWS REVISITED is a 
retrospective look at the often-humorous, usually 
bizarre stories reported in the tabloid press, originally 
presented in capsulized form in "Cross-Talk". 
THE GENDER COMMUNITY: A POLITICAL AND 
SOC IAL D ISCUSSION is the text of Wendy Parker's 
speech at the 1 99 1 IFGE convention, as serialized in · 
"Cross-Talk". 
HEY DAO · · - DO I HAVE TO WATCH THE TV? is a 
question-and-answer format publication designed to 
offer teenagers answers about their father's 
crossdressing, written by "Cross-Talk" columnist Ricky 
Hunt. 
To order any of these sale-priced reprints, just 
write the tltle(s) on the blank l ine underneath the 
subscription l ines, and inc lude $3.00 for each title 
ordered. Shipping and handling costs are included in 
this close-out price. Offer good only while supply 
lasts. 
THE BEST OF •CROSS-TALK• and THE TONI 
COMPENDIUM wil l  remain available at $5.00 each ,  
plus $ 1 .00 shipping and handling. 

"Cross -Ta l k" CONF I DENT IAL SUBSCR I BER INFORMAT ION FORM 

H"'l i l i ng Name 
NOTE : We cannot mai l t o  "Occupant " or "Boxho l der" 

Ma i l i ng Address  

C i t y  State 

Subscriber I 

i f  renewa l 

Zip  

[ ]  On e yea r  "C ros s - Ta l k" subscri pt i on { $ 2 4  / 1 2  i s sues ) 
[ ]  Two yea r  "Cross -Ta l k" subscript i on ( $4 2  / 2 4  i ssues ) 
[ ] 

Ma i l to : "Cross -Ta l k" 
P . O. Box  9 4 4  
Wood l and Hi l l s ,  CA 9 1 3 6 5  

How did you hear 

about 'C ross- T a l k ' ?  

( P l eas e make  check o r  money order payab l e t o  Kymberl e i gh Ri cha rds . )  











TELLING A FRIEND . . .  c o n t 'd .  
and move on, or  she just might accept i t  and life 
would be even more beautiful .  
One Saturday morning, I sat her down and handed 
her a piece of paper that said something like: "I ,  
Sheryl . . . .  promise to never reveal to any person 
other than Peter . . .  the secret that he shared with 
me on (date) at (address) . He in return will always 
be willing to discuss this secret at any time I may 
wish, that is convenient to both parties. I 
understand that this agreement carries no legal 
liability (She loves money more than anything in the 
world and the thought that she might lose any 
amount of money for any reason would have blown 
the whole deal, so this escape clause was  
necessary.) ." 
I had two copies and a place for her to sign and a 
place for me to sign . I told her that it would explain 
a lot about some of my mysterious movements and 
it would make life in the house even more 
comfortable. She was terrified, she said "your not 
going to tell me that you want to run around the 
house naked are you ?" I assured her I was not and 
she very hesitantly signed the forms .  
I t  was  worth it. Her reaction was really marvelous ,  
she;; said that :!ihe thought it was a compliment to 
women that any man would want to look like a 
woman. She gave me clothes and she want� to take 
me shopping. It is our little secret to enjoy and she 
sees all the advantages of having a girl friend in the 
house. Of course, I hear all the problems. The first 
time she met Renee, she rushed up and gave her a 
hug, she never gave Peter any hugs! She even gave 
me her good purse because she didn't like mine. 
She is a great critic and adviser. 
It could have gone the other way ; she is young and 
has not been out in the big bad world. She might 
have totally flipped, labelled me as pervert and 
made my life a hell. I took a calculated risk based 
on the knowledge that she had grown to trust me 
and used me as someone to tell her problems to in 
the past. Even when life in the house was 
uncomfortable, we often went for walks together 
and I would patiently listen to her. I don't think that 

�ERFECT TV BEAUTY 
You c�n become one w;th the help o f  l.D� s C,v,d;. 
to 'T'V�fr/, des1gned espec1alty for the ser1ous 
transperson . Hosted by Lol.i Fatale and wife Seppi. 
This video contains not only the beauty magic of 
Lola on true- life transpersons , but -1lso includes a 
special makeover by Beppt on the lovely Lola . 
This video is thorough .and informative and suits 
the special needs of the c:rossdresser who desires 
maximum pus.bility . Included are the or;g;n.1 
song sty lings of TS performer Georgie Jessup . 
To receive lo� s GuitN to TV�tr;, just send 
SI 9 .95 plus $2 .50 shipping and handling to : 

TRANSY ISION PRODUCTIONS 
P .O.  Bax 28023 � Baltimore MD 21 239 
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anyone has ever taken the time to listen to her 
before, so I had earned some major brownie points 
for something I like to do and can do reasonably 
well. I listen, it's actually relatively easy, yet very 
few people ever try to do it. 
So, to sum up, let me try and give my two cents 
worth of analysis. 
Our good friend Gina once said to me, "telling 
people gets easier and easier". Take a warning from 
this, it is true. Only tell someone if there is some 
identifiable advantage to be gained for either party . 
Like your wife is going to divorce you because she is 
sure that you are seeing another woman. 
Do not teH a female friend and expect that she will 
be delighted and want to take you shopping and 
dress you up. She likes you the boy, she is 
comfortable with you the boy and she has no desire 
to turn you into a girl. If she does, she is possibly 
kinky. 
Remember that you are trying to accept this for 
most of your life. If it has taken you this long, it is 
most likely going to take your friend a little while to 
understand what you are saying, never mind trying 
to accept you. 
Don't ever · ·  expect a good reaction,  everybody ·
carries around a bunch of problems. The last thing 
in the world they need are your problems, the last 
thing in the world they want are more problems. 
Be ready for that person to tell at least one person 
about this piece of NEWS in strictest confidence, be 
ready for that person to tell at least one other 
person and on and on. It's hot, it's different and it's 
even got a touch of sex and scandal buried in it. 
People can't keep that sort of news in. (Thanks 
Yvonne for this point, I would have not seen it .)  
So, there you are, that's my two cents worth. It has 
certainly improved the quality of my life. I consider 
myself very lucky, it could have gone very sour on 
me. The one thing that drove me is the knowledge 
that the one constant in this ever-changing world is 
Renee. She's here to stay, and I have to make room 
for her. She's not going anywhere except out on 
Saturday nights. I better get used to it. 
[Reprinted fro m  "ln n erView" ,  Cro s s - P o r t ]  
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