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Se -change teacher 
reinstatement 

AKLAND Calif. (AP) -A popu­
gym teacher whose sex ctiange 

tion stirred angry controversy 
has won a court order directing 

sdiool officials to assign him a teach­
~ob and to give him about $3,2A)O in 

pay. 
Steve Dain, a muscular, bearded 

man who was formerly Doris 
ards: a girls' gym teacher, said 

woula return to Emery High 
Sdlool today, ready to work. 

He said Thursday's court victory 
k a blow for "the protection of 

tenured teachers everywhere.'' 
Alameda County Superior Court 

• e Robert K. Barber· made the 
ruling after he was ·shown medical 
releases certifying that Dain could 
return to work and was told he had, 
in fact, tried to return to work. 

'-rhis removes the medical ques­
tion," Barber ·said in ordering the 
37-year-old teacher reinstated with 
two months' back pay. 

Sebool district attorneys had ar­
ped that Dain had abandoned his 
DOit while undergoing treatment 
fbat made him, physically, a man . 
. Furor erupted when the IO-year 
teaching veteran tried to return to 
work after a leave of absence taken 
for an operation and identity change 
at the Stanford University sex 
change tlhric. • 

Students, parents, teachers and 
administrators were divided on the 
question. The school board took no 
~' neither firing him nor return­
ing bun to work. 

'lbe last time Dain tried to return 
to work, however, Supt. Lewis 
Stommel had him arrested on a mis­
demeanor charge of ''wiliul distur­
bance'' because he ignored an order 
to _stay_ away from school until 

' l 

further notice and tried to attend a 
teachers' orientation meeting on 
Sept. 2. Dain said then he was afraid 
that ·if he 

1

didn't show up for the 
meeting, he would be accused of 
missing work. 

He faces trial Tuesday in Oakland 
Municipal Court on the charge. 

When he felt it was obvious school 
cificials were trying to block his 
return, Dain filed suit on Sept. 22, 
accusing the district of· wrongfully 
withholding his pay since Aug. 1 anil 
depriving him of his tenured teach­
ing job. 

After Thursday's ruling on that 
suit, Stommel said he would poll tbe 
board to determine what action to 
take. 

In arguing against reinstatement, 
William Johnston, an attorney for 
the Emeryville Unified School Dis­
trict, contended Dain had exhausted 
his sick leave during his absence 
since last December and had, in ef. 
feet, abandoned his job. 

Despite the ruling, Johnston said 
the medical question still concerned 
the scbool board. "Dahl was a girls' 
um teacher,'' he declared. 


