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Friendship is born at that moment when one person says to another, 
"What! You, too? I thought I was the only one." --C.S. Lewis 
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IS THERE SUCH A THING AS A CURE? 
by Glenda Renee Jones 

Every once in a while, the question 
- of a cure for crossdressing is raised. 

Let us consider a story that, while 
hypothetical, will probably ring true, at 
least in part, to many of us. 

The hero of our story is a lad in his 
teens; active, smart and interested in 
computers and space travel. He wants to 
be an engineer (no, not of a train), when 
he goes to college. One fine day his 
parents become aware that he has a small 
stash of female underclothing hidden away 
with evidence that he has come off a 
number of times in same. In addition, he 
likes to sleep in silky nightgowns. 

After discovery our hero finds himself 
the center of hysterical parental atten
tion. The parents are frantic, asking 
themselves "Where did we go wrong?" 

After suitable weeping, wailing and 
gnashing of teeth our hero is taken to 
the friendly neighborhood shrink with 
Mother plaintively crying "You rrust make 
my boy well. Surely you rrust have a way 
to cure him of this!" 

Our hero has several sessions with the 
shrink, who has (if our hero is lucky) 

- read Benjamin's book and maybe one by 
Green and Money, so he is, of course, an 
acknowledged expert in the area of gender 
and transvestic behavior. Everyone knows, 
after all, that TVism is caused by a male 
child retreating in to feminine role so 
as not to be a competitor with his fat
her. A bit of rearranging will take care 
of this. (I personally think this theory 
is a nine foot pile of heifer dust, but 
it is still accepted by many shrinks as 
chiseled in marble and therefore "gos
pel". J 

Our lad quickly gets the message that 
this "thing" is just not kosher. In fact, 
his whole ability to relate to his family 
is going down hill rapidly and will con
tinue on the down hill slide until his 
attitude changes. Also, he is beginning 
to feel enormous degrees of guilt for 
doing this "terrible thing" that is, 
after all, a "sin in the eyes of God." It 
says so right in Deuteronomy 22:5. So, he 
starts to sing a new song to the shrink 
and his family about how sorry he is and 
that he has now seen the light. So when, 

- after a few sessions, our hero declares 
that he is definitely cured and that he'd 
like to get on to other things. Moreover, 
the shrink 's bills are starting t o 
arrive, so when he tells his parents that 

he has no more interest in wearing female 
urderclothing, they are disposed to be
lieve him. The matter is more or less 
forgotten as he goes out for football and 
starts doing some dating. 

When a wife tells hubby "do this again 
and I'll divorce you and take you for all 
you' re worth" she will get his undivided 
attention. I take the position that this 
type cure is nothing more than holding a 
gun to someone's head and demanding "Your 
money or your life." They give in to you 
but certainly not because they want to. 
Pragmatically, we have a tremendous force 
at work when something so basic is forc
ibly suppressed. Suppression, due to 
guilt or fear, can lead to real mental 
illness. But, for some this type "treat
ment" works. 

No studies that I know of explore this 
kind of shock treatment. I'm certain that 
some guys do indeed simply conclude that 
it's more trouble than its worth and 
dress only in the dreams -- (both day and 
night). Some come roaring out of the 
closet heading straight for the operating 
table later in life while some content 
themselves to an occasional buying of 
clothing and a fling when away from home. 
The clothing, of necessity, goes to the 
Great Crossdresser in the Sky before they 
h~ad .back home. A small, unfortunately, 
m1nor1ty of the crossdressing population 
will join organizations, like GGA. 

The "carrot cure" is similar to the 
gun-to-the-head in that the wife might 
say, instead, "give this up and I'll buy 
the sexiest nightie I can find and give 
you the best time in bed you've ever 
had." For some it works -- if only for a 
while. 

The "down on your knees and be saved" 
cure is another of the shock variety 
which, again, works for some in that for 
a little while the crossdresser stops 
doing "it". I will point out though that 
studies show that religious conversion 
experiences generally cause significant 
changes in lifestyle for up to a year on 
the average. 

The "shrink cure", recently discussed 
~n a recent Dr. Michelle colurm, often 
involves a hundred to two hundred hours 
of couch time. The dollars represented 
for this amount of couch time is on the 
order of a down payment on a house or the 
dollar equivalent of a new car -- even at 
today's inflated prices. 

Michelle did, however, make a very 
good and basic point: If a person really 
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wants to give up crossdressing, indeed 
has a burning desire to do so, the person 
can give it up. On the other hand if a 
person does not want to give it up noth-
1ng is really going to work in the long 
run. 

At this point we can ask the very 
basic question "Why would a person want 
to give it up?" It certainly doesn't hurt 
anyone else, or at least it doesn't need 
to. It's not like a crime of violence. As 
for being a sin, I will note that in the 
aforementioned biblical chapter it is 
suggested that if a young girl is found 
not to be a virgin at the time of her 
marriage she is to be stoned to death by 
the town elders. So, beware all you sex
ually happy, unwed women 'cause the Bible 
Thurrpers are coming with their truck 
loads of stones. Is promiscuity any worse 
than crossdressing? While I'm not into 
stoning young women (except possibly with 
a little grass) nor into guilt trips over 
crossdressing I will make one more brief 
corrment on the Bible and then get on to 
other things. My corrment is: nowhere, I 
repeat, nowhere in the Bible is there a 
conderrnation of masturbation. If you care 
to challenge that, si rrply point out to me 
where, using any corrmonly accepted tran
slation, it's mentioned. 

I will readily admit that we have to 
live with the rest of Society and, like 
it or not, we rust obey its laws and 
mores , at leas t up to a point. While 
walking down San Francisco's Market 
Street at high noon wearing a dress and a 
beard may el icit absolutely no reaction 
at all, if you plan to walk down Main 
Street in Sticksville you had better pass 
perfectly or you'll be in big trouble. 

I f your wife has gi ven you t he ulti
matum that it's her or the slip, you'll 
have decision to make. In any case it 
probably isn ' t cool to dress in front of 
her unless you are prepared for a di
vorce. Nevert heless, I firml y maintain it 
is possible to l ive a full healthy, happy 
producti ve life, i ndeed to be happily 
married and be a practicing crossdresser. 
To me, the ultimate cure is to be at 
peace with oneself and still do things in 
life that are pleasant. 

I f I have one observati on t o make 
concerning crossdressers it is , t hat as a 
group they are more guilt ridden than any 
other group I know of. Guil t is the one 
place a cure can begin. A good, quali
fied, enlightened counselor can, in this 
case, help a lot. A central _quali fication 

for such a counselor is that she/he 
really have looked into the area of 
crossdressing and know what t he hell they 
are talking about. Most members of the 
Harry Benjamin Association whom I have 
met are corrpetent to help the so-called 
gender dysphoric. (I detest that term, 
but we are, for now at least, stuck with 
it.) Merely having a wall full of decor
ative diplomas and certificates or being 
well recognized by their peers in no way 
qualifies a therapist to help you deal 
with your challenges of crossdressing. 
Check their qualifications. How many 
crossdressers have they "treated"? How 
many are currently in therapy with them? 
How many, if any, have they "cured"? Are 
the "cured" happier now? Are t hey as 
productive or more productive than before 
the "cure"? How does the "cured" cross
dresser rate the quality of his/her 
post-curative life? 

The paraculture itself can help to 
erase the quilt associated with cross
dressing. If you are going to spend 
thousands of dollars to deal with your 
crossdressing you might seriously con
sider going to crossdresser's affairs 
such as Fantasy Fair or the Success 
Week-end or Dream. It really does help to 
know you 're not the only one "doing 
this". But, in the fin al analysis you 
must look into yourself and your mirror 
and convince yourself that crossdressing 
is indeed okay. It may not be prudent to 
go into public crossdressed unless you 
really know what you're doing and can 
really pass (few men can pass as women 
without a lot of work and practice). It 
may require a bit longer to find t he 
right woman who will accep t and even en~ 
joy your crossdressing. But, it is okay! 
It's okay for you to be you. Sel f-ac
ceptance is the ultimate and most won
derful cure of all! 

- --- CALIFORNIA 
ATTRACTIVE, young MTF crossdresser wish-
es to share living arrangements with 
mature female or TS. I am corrpleting a 12 
month public relat ions/secretarial as 
signment out-of-state and will be retur
ning t o Cal ifornia · for permanent resi
dence i n October. I am discreet, friend- ~~ 
l y , honest, a good housekeeper, enjoy 
cooking wi th natural foods and enjoy good 
musi c and conversation. Write GGA, attn: 
CA-52, PO Box 62283, Sunnyvale, CA 94088. 
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HOLLYWOOD STRIKES AGAIN! 
~ Remember the pub-

licity hyping the TS 
movie "The Woman 
Within 11? As you may 
have suspected, s .ince 
no one has seen the 
movie or even a tea
ser of it, it is ap
parently languishing 
"in the can", to use 
a Hollywood express
ion. 

Well, now we see 
publicity for a new 
Dustin Hoffman movie 
"Tootsie". The pre
mise of which is 
fairly sirrple: 

Dustin, as a male, is a struggling 
young actor unable to make ends meet as a 
male so he dons ladies apparel, applies 
and is accepted for a female role on a TV 
(pun intended? ) soap opera. Things go 
swirrmingly for Dorothy (nee Dustin) until 
l ove rears its head and "Dorothy 11 falls 
for one of the show's "other" actresses. 

,._., It will be interesting to see how the 
writers handle this situation. Obviously 
the rnovie is intended as "broad comedy" 
( an other pun?) but hopefully there will 
be some significant social message 
(possibly subliminal) such as "the aver
age crossdressers isn't a Drag Queen and 
that many do have affairs of the heart -
and the genitals -- with the opposite 
sex." Mayhaps people will see that wear
ing a dress won ' t keep Oust .in out of Mrs. 
Robinson's bed after all. (Remember The 
Graduate? ) We hope the writer(s) didn 't 
pad his role as well as his figure. 

Since Dustin was reportedly paid 5 
mill for t his effort we suspect it will 
hit the silver screen in December 1982 as 
scheduled rather than lanquish in a can 
somewhere. We hope the December release 
isn't in tended to and won't equate Dor
othy's apparel with the Christmas carol 
words, on which Miss Orange Juice choked, 
"and now we don our gay apparel". 

As a sidebar, Muriel Olive, owner and 
operator of Fem-Fashion Expressions and 
Jrez of the NYC Chapter, supplied Dus
tin 1 s 11padd ing 11 for the movie. Will we 

·~ see "Padding by Muriel Olive" or perhaps 
"Special Effects by fvluriel" among the 
mov i.e 's credits rolling across the 
screen? 3 

MEDICAL REPORT 
Bill, our trusty, hard-working(?) 

printer and friend to many is in the 
local meat-cutter's shop having his back 
overhauled -- apparently something to do 
with discs although "reliable sources'' 
(as we say in the news business J indicate 
he's really in to have a mattress removed 
from it because he seems to have diff
iculty getting his back off of one in the 
morning. 

But se.r iously folks , he really is 
having a medical challenge, regardless of 
cause, and it would be a thoughtful, and 
appreciated, gesture for you drop a get 
well card in the mail to him. His address 
is Bill, c/o T. R. Graphics , 685 Ootey 
Court, San Jose, CA 95111. 

BIRTHDAY ANYONE? 
We quote, in part, from a letter re

ceived recently from Marlaius (CN-13). 
"May I make a suggestion? I think it 

would be a good idea to ask the Associ
ates what their birthdate is and publish, 
in every issue of the Phoenix, a list of 
those birthdays com_ing up enough .in 
advance so that others can send them a 
nice bir t hday card to show t hat we care 
for our sister or brother TVs and/or TSs 
and are their friends. I like to think 
we' re all one big happy family." 

Sounds like a good idea to us. In fact 
it sounded so good that we have incl uded 
a pre-addressed card, which you may com
plete, starrp and drop in a mail box. As 
the cards are received the dates will be 
posted on the corrputer record file so the 
dates may be selected, en masse, and in
cluded in the Phoenix each month. We' 11 
sirrply list the name and ID Number as 
they appear in the Correspondent's Di
rectory. 

TALL GIRLS 
Some of you "tall girls", who may 

have difficulty finding "just the thing" 
to wear will be interested to know the 
Shelly's Tall Girl chain is now publish
ing a mail order catalog. The address to 
which to write to obtain a copy of the 
catalog is: Shelly's Tall, 747 Towne 
Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90021. By the 
way, don 't be su rpr.ised if pr ices seem a 
littl.e on the high side. 
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DEAR DOCTOR MICHELLE 
by 
Michelle 
Williams, M.D. 
The advice prov.ided 
in this colurrn 
given with the un
derstanding that the 
.inquirer and readers 
MUST consult their 
own physicians for 
medical attention" 

(If you have any med.ical questions which 
may be re.lated to your crossdress.ing or 
transsexual l ifestyle address them to 
Dear Doctor, clo GGA, PO Box 62283, 
Sunnyvale, CA 94088. ) 

Dear Doctor Michelle, 
I am considering having my ear 

ced. How should I go about this? 
dangerous? 

Leigh .Jinn 
Florida 

Dear Leigh Ann, 

p.ier
Is it 

Ear piercing is relatively easy to 
accompLish. It can be done in the stores 
of many reputab.J.e jewelers, many phvs.ic·· 
ians are capable of do.inc; this., · manv 
beauty shop also do it. - risl< ·of in~ 
feet.ion is low in.itially because all. the 
parts of the piercing apparatus are dis
posable and sterile, The procedure may be 
uncomfortable psychologically, but in 
actuality i s almost painless. It is more 
difficult t o have blood drawn than to 
have your ears pierced. 

It is usually suggested you i<eep the 
studs .in a month, but it can be done in 
ten days continuous.Ly, .if the hole is not 
to be recovered with skin, If you, as 
most us, have to work I would suggest 
do.ing the following: 

Very early during the course of a va
cation ( 1 or 2 weeks) have the ,oJercing 
done. Keep the studs in during the va
cation, turnfog them and applying the 
alcohol; then intermittently, at night, 
put the studs in and sleep w.ith them. 

To camouflage the hoJes during the day 
while working, either cover the ho.Les 
with a dab of make~up -- wh.ich may show 
-- or some of t he dead skin from around 
the ear area ( beh.ind or the ear 
on most of us _it can be 
finger) can placecl 

11· almost invisi!Jle. a ver y close 
looi< will reveal perforation. 

Once the holes are healed they can 
plugged this way and should not be vis·-
101e to your co-workers -- unless you 
have just removed the earrings or you do 
as I once cl.id anci wear them to work. 
However, most peop.le wi.ll not pay any 
attention to ho.les. You should avoid 
heavy loops to prevent enlargement of the 
hol.es, 

Piercing is reversible , If you leave 
the earrings out for three to s.ix months 
the holes will close by themselves. 
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MOVING'? 
To make a short story long, wir111n 

the last two months a veritable plethora 
of address changes by Phoenix recipients 
has occurred. While the resulting record 
updating is minor for announced address 
changes unannounced changes of address 
cost the t.reasur~y money~ 

When a Phoenix is re turned as unde
li verab.l..e it costs 54 cents since it's 
returned via First Class handling. 

When a Phoenix is returned with what,_,:_ 
the F1ost Off.ice refers to as 11Forwardino 
Information" there is a charge of 25 
cents in addition to the 54 cent postage 
charge. 

When the Post Office uses PS Form 3547 
there is a.Isa a 25 cent charge. Can you 
feature the Post Off.ice sending man 
Pos tage Due? 

Of course when the Post Off ice returns 
your Phoenix it adds more pipeline time 
to your receipt of it since it's held 
until the next monthly mailing and sirrply 
included, .if we have a new address for 
you, with all the others going out at the 
end of the month .. _. that is why you some~ 

times rece~i\le two at once, Jast rnonth 's 
and the current issue. 

The long and short of this i s quite 
simple. If you can 1 t bear to cut out the 
Change Address coupon from the back 
oaoe of the Phoenix then at least take 
the time to obta.in a postcard Change of 
Address Form from the Post Office, fill 
.it outft put a stamp on .. it and ma_il in,, Be 
sure, when filling out the change of 
address form for the Post Off.ice to check 
the block pertaining to forwarding 
Third Class Mail. That way we 1 11 get your 
new address and the r.1ost Off ice will 

vou< 
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CHAPTER CHATTER 
'__.-' SAN JOSE. Both July meetings were great. 

Discussions were spirited and attendance 
was up. During a previous meeting Clare 
( CA-189) suggested a "night out" so she 
was e)ected to investigate the possibil
ities of a Dining Out at the Interlude. 
Well, Clare has completed her investiga
tions (we now call her Sandra Spade) and 
made her report at the July 16th meeting. 
Management of the Interlude stated that 
we could have the space needed in the 
dining room any night EXCEPT Friday, 
Saturday or Tuesday. The members attend
ing the July 16th meeting selected Sun
day, September 26th as The Night. How
ever, Marilyn (CA-151), mentioned that 
restaurants usually close one night a 
week and we should find out if Sunday 
really is available. The upshot is that 
Clare will again contact t he Interlude 
manager to see · if Sunday the 26th really 
is available. If it isn't available on 
the 26th we'll hold the Dining Out on 
Thursday, September 23rd. 

-
So, while the date has yet to be fin

alized we did thrash out most of the de
tails which are: 

The Main Off ice will send a letter of 
specifics to each person on our Nailing 
List in the 93XXX, 94XXX and 95XXX ZIP 
Codes with full details and the specific 
date. (So mark both the 23rd and 26th on 
your calendar NOW and reserve them for 
the Dining Out ) . 

A $10.00 deposit per person attending 
will be required when you respond in the 
affirmative to your invitation. A ticket 
will be furnished as proof of deposit 
payment and deposits will be refunded 
when you present your ticket at the Din
ing Out. If you fail to claim your de
posit it will go into the Treasury. 

All replies must be returned to the 
Main Office by Saturday, September 10th 
so we can let the people at the Interlude 
k~ow how many of us to expect. If you 
wish to make your reservation early you 
may send your check any time between now 
and the 10th. 

Each attendee will pay their own check 
-- both food and bar bi ll. 

In addi t ion to the meal selections on 
the rrenu Management will also have Veg

,_., etarian Plates/Meals available for those 
wishing not to eat meat. 

Wives, lovers, etc. are welcome, 
naturally. But , please, bri ng only one 
( ei t her your wi fe/husb and/lover not 

both). 
When the exact date has been deter

mined we'll furnish all the specifics and 
look forward to seeing you at the Inter
lude. Oh, by the way the Interlude is on 
Stevens Creek, just off the Lawrence Ex
pressway and the letter will contain di
rections of "how to get t here from here". 

Now is the time to dust off your best 
bib and tucker and start getting ready 
for a fun night out. Naturally, plan to 
attend crossdressed - so we'll know you 
and we want you to look good for pictures 
we'll take and publish in the Phoenix (of 
those not being camera shy). 

SAN FRANCISCO The July 14th meeting was 
well attended and more laughter rang 
through the hall then we've heard in a 
long time. In addition to the San Fran
ciscans at t ending Betty (CA-79), whom we 
haven't seen in I don't know how long, 
again made it through the Caldecott Tun
nel, across the Bay Bridge and into The 
City. Chriss, Bunny, Beth and a guest 
made it down from Sacramento and Dora Nae 
made it in from Oakley as they so often 
do. 

We almost had a catastrophe though, 
the Sexton of the church, apparently not 
knowing we were having our usual sched
uled meeting, was locking the front door 
at 8:30 when Chriss arrived to stop her. 
Lack of corrmunication anyone? 

Oh, last month we announced a pre
sentation by the Society of Janus (not to 
be confused with Paul Walker's Janus In
formation Facility) planned for the Aug
ust meeting. Inadvertently (really be
cause the calendar was open to September 
rather than August) the date was announ
ced as August Bth. Actually the meeting 
and presentation are scheduled for our 
usual second Wednesday the 11th - so 
make that change. Just to be safe Georgia 
has mailed out postcards with the 
correction to everyone in the 93 through 
95 ZIPs. If the room is too small to. 
accorrmodate the crowd that night we'll 
move to one of the larger rooms. David, 
who will moderate the presentation that 
night, indicates about half of t he time 
allotted will be a question and answer 
period, so dust off your questions con
cerning S&M. 

See you on the 11th. 

CHICAGO. The Oldie but Goodi e Night 
5 meet.ing of Jul y was a smash hit. Even 
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though the Chicago Area was deluged by an 
absolute monsoon that night fort~ hardy 
ladies made lt out. We do even better 
than the Post Off ice when it comes to 
delivering the goods. This is really just 
a teaser report since I'm working up a 
much more detailed one corrplete · with 
pictures, not only of the Chicago meet
ings, but my attendance at the Mini-Fan
tasia Fair last month on Cape Cod for the 
Phoenix. So look forward to a report on 
"Sharon's Travels" next month. I may have 
some details, at that time, of the August 
Hawaiian Luau meeting we're having at the 
Lite Factory and possibly some details 
about the beauty pageant held at the 
Baton recently. I may even break down and 
send Georgia a picture she can use on my 
report as she did in the August Phoenix 
for the Portland and Hampton Roads Chap
ters. -- Sharon (IL-1) 

NEPA Chapter. Here in the East it's a bit 
warmish for public outings for our 
ladies, so like so many other "back East" 
chapters we generally close down for the 
surrmer months. But, we'll be kicking off 
the new season with our first 1982183 
meeting scheduled to be held September 
18th. Those interested in attending our 
meetings need only contact me for times, 
dates and planned events. You'll find my 
address under "Pennsylvania" on the 
"Caning Attractions" page. Kathy (PA-22) 

WHERE WE ARE 
We thought you might like to know 

where your sister and brother Associates 
are located so here's a run down (as of 
July 1 '82) of where they are. 
Alabama, Arkansas, Arizona, California*, 
Colorado, Connecticut, District of Co
lurrbia*, Delaware, Florida*, Georgia, 
Iowa, Idaho, Indiana, Illinois*, Kansas, 
Kentucky, Louisiana, Maine, Maryland*, 
Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, 
Missouri, Mississippi, Montana, North 
Carolina, New Jersey*, New Mexico, New 
York*, Ohio, Oklahoma, Oregon*, Penn
sylvania*, South Dakota, Tennessee, 
Texas*, Utah, Virginia*, Vermont, Wash
ington, Canada*, Mexico, Australia. 
*Indicates 1 or more chanpters. 
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~ Summer i,.. 
~; = 
~ Fantasy Festival ,~ 
~ CROSSDRESSERS WEEKEND ~ 
~ IN THE POCONO MOUNTAINS ~ 
~. SEPT. 10 · 11 · 12, 1982 ~ 

~ (Fri. to Sun.) ~ 
~ Beautiful Lodge Resort in the 

1
~ 

~ -:i Stroudsburg, Pa. area. : 
~ Total Privacy and Complete Run E 
:i of the Lodge and Grounds i:. 

:i Meet people from all over the ~ 
~ Country E 
~ Less than two hours from N.Y.C. C 

~---~_:··,; and Philadelphia. f 
=> Free Flowing, spontaneous and I~=_=:_·. unplanned. 

= -::, Poolside cocktail parties 
:i Most Beautiful Legs Contest 
:i Miss Pocono Contest 

-_~_:;_"._'.. Both contest for fun and are ;:=-~.· ,_,, 

;;;;;;> not serious 
:i Five really great meals. C 
-?: Limited Space· Act Now i:. 

:i First Come First Served C 
; $160.00 per person i 1-.· ~~9~~g~e~:0c~~ples ~!·::_-=:. 

$25.00 Deposit required to ~ 

make reservation. 
~ A 4 . 

~ ~~~~~u~b~~~~RST I 
. ;a (212) 335-3048 ~ 
~ ~ 
~ :~ 

~fJ~m?•~·i·,~·m·~wn11m1iffif~mirn1M1?m~~ 
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MAIL BAG 
Dear GGA, 

It dosn't seem possible that a year 
has already flown by since I became a 
subscriber to your publication. As a 
pre-op MTF I have an absorbing interest 
in anything relating to my condition in 
life. I have come to look forward to re
ceiving the Phoenix every month and it's 
always read from cover-to-cover within an 
hour of its arrival. Please keep up the 
good work. 

I want to "upgrade" my membership from 
Subscriber to Associate this year. 
Pamela ( NV-20) 
Reno 

Dear Pam, 
Thanks for the kind words concerning 

the Phoenix. We've mentioned your city of 
residence because we thought the other 
Associates in the Reno area should know 
there are others like themselves in the 
area and you and they might wish to make 
contact. Your listing appears in Supple
ment 7, enclosed in this the mailing with 
this month's Phoenix, but there's nothing 
like a little added publicity to bring 
out the pens and paper. 

Dear GGA, 
Revieved my Renewal Notice and am, of 

course, enclosing my fee to renew. But, 
I'm curious, can you tell me what my 
status is? Am I a US Associate, a Sub
scriber or what? 
Toni (NY-11) 

Dear Toni, 
We thought the notice was quite clear. 

Since you are a U.S. resident and receive 
your mail in the U.S. obviously the U.S. 
Rates on the notice apply to you. Now, 
since the second line of your address 
label has a State abbreviation followed 
by a number you are an Associate. If you 
were another category the second line of 
the label would contain the word "sub
scriber", "professional associate" or 
"advertiser". You are a U.S. Associate 
and those rates apply to you. 

The Renewal Notice has U.S., Canadian 
and overseas rates on it because we use 
bulk rate to mail to U.S. recipients and 
1st Class or Airmail , which costs five 
times as much as Bulk Rate to Canadian 
and overseas (non-Armed Forces) recip
ients we charge them for the additional 
postage -- just as other magazines do. 
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COVER GIRL AND GUY FOR THE PHOENIX? 
so as to give our non-writing readers 

a real chance to participate in the 
Phoenix and give our in-house artist, 
Dianne (CA-3), a respite from our work so 
she can make a few bucks from the "Civ
ilian World" we thought it would a novel 
and useful idea to ask our readers to 
help us come up with Ms. and ~r. Phoeni~. 

What we would like to do is run a line 
drawing of a female on the back cover 
each month (as we have this month). We'd 
like to also have a similar illustration 
of a male for the MTF readers. So, we're 
throwing a hat into the ring and asking 
those of you with artistic skills to come 
up with the figures to appear on the back 
cover. The drawings should be: 

of a single individual (they can be 
married for all we care but we only want 
one of each), 

nine inches in height, 
no background "clutter", 
no more than three inches wide. 
sexy, but in good taste (remerrber the 

Petty Girls?). 
The drawing for each month would bear 

some relevance to the month - toasting 
with a charrpagne glass for January for 
exarrple, something Valentiney for Feb
ruary, Irish motif for March, m~yhap~ a 
clear raincoat and brolly for April, with 
flowers for May, Flag Dayish for June, 
Fourth of July is an obvious choice for 
that month. August and September seem to 
come up blank, but October, with Hallow
een should be a snap as are November and 
December with Thanksgiving and Christmas. 

We also want to use her/him as a 
little trademark, ala the little figure 
appearing on the Playboy "Joke Page" and 
we'll use them on inside pages as well. 

Once we select Ms. and Mr. Phoenix 
we' 11 need a different pose for each 
month, so when doing your drawing please 
bear that in mind. 
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LIFE IN TWO GENDERS 

by 

Patsy Mcrie Pichon 

A personal and professional look at the 
phenomenon of cross-gender behavior by one 
whose closet door is swinging open to reveal 
gowns as well as suits. 

It has been a long and tortuous road from the 
moment, mmy decades ago, when first I 
experienced an orgasmic thrill surroUlded by 
the silken folds of my mother's evening dress. 
Hoving accumulated along the way a Ph.D. 
deqree. nearly twenty years of a bitter-sweet 
marriage, one daughter, many years of practice 
as a professional counselor, much personal 
psychotherapy, numerous joyful and terrifying 
moments, a lifesaving sense of humor, and 
hopefully not a little wisdom, I have arrived at 
the present, scarred but intact. 

"The present" for me consists, among other 
features, of rebuilding a recently shattered 
career, making the transition from marriage to 
singlehood, presiding over a large and active 
support group for transvestites and 
transsexuals, feeling better about myself than I 
ever have previously, and attempting to mify 
the parts of my life that have always been kept 
in separate compartments. , While the details of 
my specific joys and sorrows are peculi or to me. 
I have met enough TVs and TSs over the years 
to know that our similarities far outweigh our 
differences. It is some of my observations, 
from the point of view both as a crossdresser 
and a helping professional, that I would like to 
share with you. 

Before proceedi ng any further, a def i ni ti on of 
terms is in order. Much of this article will be 
devoted to a discussion of the MTF transvestite, 
or crossdresser, who obtains personal and sexual 
pleasure from dressing partially or completely 
in women's clothing some or all of the time. 
Most transvestites do not wish to change their 
biological sex, in contrast to the transsexual. 
The TS, whether male or female, feels 
psychologically opposite to his or her genetic 
sex, and frequently seeks surgical and medi cal 
correction of what is perceived as a mistake of 
nature. Neither the TV nor the TS should be 
confused with the drag ~ a homosexual 
male who dresses as a woman usually for the 
purpose of attracting other gay males. 
Frequently, but not exclusively, professional 
female impersonators and male prostitutes are 
drag queens. 
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As in any group of people, wide differences 
exist between the lifestyles of individual TVs. 
There are enough similarities, however, to 
permit a slightly fuzzy profile of the "typical" 
TV. More than likely, he first started dressing 
in his mother's or an older sister's clothing 
aroUl d the age of puberty, al though some 
started considerably earlier or later in life. At 
any rate, the experience produced strong sexual 
and sensual pleasure as well as guilt fellings 
that his behavior was "sick." The latter feelings 
may have been reinforced by parents or other 
relatives who scolded or prnished the TV upon 
discovering his activity. A somewhat smaller 
number were encouraged in their dressing by 
relatives who thought it was "cute," pretended 
not to notice, or gained indirect satisfaction 
from seeing a male in feminine clothing. 

Whatever his family's reaction to his 
crossdressi ng, and in spite of promises to stop 
made to himself or others, the powerful 
pleasure experienced by the TV when dressed in 
women's clothing pulled him ineluctably toward 
further episodes of crosssdressi ng accompanied 
by guilt, fear of discovery, and in some cases, 
self-loathing. For many, the secretive and 
"underground'' nature of the activity may add 
further to its enjoyment, part of the thrill 
resulting from the realization that at my 
moment he might be caught in the forbidden 
garments. For mmy years, periods of excite
ment produced by crossdressi ng may alternate 
with the "purges" familiar tommy TVs, where 
clothing is discarded or destroyed with a solemn 
pledge {soon brok61) "never to do it again." 

Far from wanting to change his sex--in spite 
of his womanly feelings when crossdressed--the 
TV usually experiences a hetero sexual 
attraction toward women during adolescence 
and adulthood, and in most cases flncti ons as a 
sexually normal male with women. Sooner or 
later, he falls in love and makes the decision to 
marry, a true crisis point for the crossdresser. 
Many, if rot most, make the mistake, out of 
fear of rejection as a urnuitable spouse, of 
concealing their crossdressi ng from their 
prospective wives. Usually this is rationalized 
by such thoughts as "I love her so much, I'll be 
able to stop,n or "She satisfies me sexually, so I 
won't need to dress any more," or 11 Even if I do 
i t once in a while, she won't find out." Of 
course, none of the above proves true. When 
the wife inevitably discovers her husband's 
habit, she is at best hurt by the fact that he has 
concealed it from her, and at worst confirms his 
darkest fears by branding his a pervert and 
filing for divorce. In between these alterna
tives li es a period that often spans years and 
consists of desperate attempts by the wife to 
accept and Ln derstand behavior whi ch is 
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mysterious and frightening to her, and equally 
desperate attempts by the TV husband to 
control and accommodate his dressing to the 
tolerance of his wife. . 

It is a rare and intelligent TV who shares this 
facet of his I ife with another before the 
relationship becomes too intense. If t_he other 
person can't tolerate the ~rossdress1 ng, t~e 
relatiorship ends with less pat n for both than tn 
the post-marital discovery. Given the sex-rol_e 
expectatiors and brainwashing of our culture, 1t 
is an equally rare woman who can love and 
accept a crossdressing male without 
reservations. Insecurities about her own sexual 
identity or fears of discovery of her mate's 
proclivities by others often get in the way of 
total acceptcnce. Frequently, both husband and 
wife harbor deep-seated questions concerning 
the mental health of both ("What kind of man 
would like to dress in women's clothing?" "What 
kind of woman would marry such a man?") that 
interfere with all aspects of their relationship. 

Although the majority of TVs are primarily 
heterosexual , some degree of bisexuality is 
characteristic in perhaps a quarter to a third of 
crossdressers. While most of these individuals 
are not attracted to males when dressed as a 
male, they do experience s~me sexual arousal 
when dressed as a woman m the presence of 
men or other TVs. Despite occasional forays in 
bisexuality, most married TVs would not wish to 

- leave their wives for a life "in drag." Many 
crossdressers enjoy feeling "sexy" or being 
complimented on their appearance, by a man, 
woman, or another TV without wanting to have 
a sexual relationship with that person. My 
experience indicates that most crossdressers 
with reasonably understanding wives make 
unusually devoted husbands. 

The titles of much TV or "drag" literature, 
such as "Farced to Dress by Dominating Sister" 
or "Sissy in Skirts" would lead one to believe 
that all crossdressers indulge in sadomasochistic 
se xual behavior. In actuality, a rather smal l 
percentage of TVs seem to have a preference 
for the "heavier" aspects of S & M such as 
bondage, whipping, or scatology. M~y, 
however, do enjoy, ei t he r in fantas y or reality, 
the idea of a wom m encouraging them to dress, 
then initi at ing and taking the lead in sexual 
ac t ivity or going out together as "two women." 
The idea of being "forced'' . or at least 
encouraged in one's dressing by a female 
part ner appears to me more of a guilt-reduci ng 
devi ce that a desire to be dominate d. This 
scenario, as we ll as one in which the TV !s 
teased or pu nished by a woman when dressed, 1s 

- well known to most professional pros ti tut es as 
one fre quentl y requested by clie nts who have no 
other outlet for t hei r desi re t o dress. 

Few, if m y, subst ant ial studies have been 9 

conducted on the character or development of 
trarsvestites. Most TVs appear to have a rather 
generous streak of narc1ss1sm in their 
personalities, this being evidenced by t he hours 
frequently spent dressing and making up in from 
of the mirror, the pleasure experienced in 
"looking beautiful" and being complimented as 
such, and the above mentioned fantasies in 
which a woman devotes all her emotional and 
sexual attention to the TV. When with each 
other, crossdressers will frequently discuss the 
latest additions to their wardrobes or new 
makeup tedn iques at great length. One sus
pects that the family structure of many TVs 
consisted of a powerful mother-son bond with a 
lesser influence from the father. In this bond, 
the TV child played the role of "mother's 
darling," receiving the bulk of mot her's time, 
attention, admiration, or prnishment, as 
reflected in fantasy later in life. This 
narcissism, if rot controlled to some degree, 
may seriously interfere with satisfactory 
marital and other relationships. 

A large number of crossdressers claim that 
putting on women's clothing, in addition to 
being sexually stimulatin g, is relaxing for them 
or gives them a sense of relief or escape, much 
as would a hobby like golf or bowling. What 
they appear to be escaping from is .the pressure 
of the masculine role as they perceive it- the 
feeling of constantly needing to be "on t op" in 
the world as successful businessmal'\ husband, 
i rcome provider, father, and any of the other 
roles a male is expected to play in our cult ure. 
When dressed as a woman, they can temporaril y 
forget their masculine strictures. Some TVs 
report that they actually become more 
emotionally expressive, tender, silly, or allow 
themselves to behave in other ways normally 
forbidden a man. It is tempting to speculate 
whether, if our culture conti rues to acquire a 
greater degree of androgyny in the be ha vi ors 
permitted men and women, transvestism will 
eventually become obsolete. 

Al t hough one might expect that a man who 
spent a good part of his t ime dressed as a 
woman would be a rather androgynous creature, 
dwelling somewhere in the mists between 
feminirity and masculirity, such is rarely the 
case. Far from conforming to the limp-wristed 
stereotype of the drag queen, most TVs are 
almost impeccably masculine in their everyday 
lives as workers, family mem bers, and 
citizens. Some, perhaps, even attempt to 
camout1age their preterence t or tem1nne attire 
by procl ai min g "macho" sexual attitudes in t heir 
mal e rol e. 

Whi le the careers of crossdressers span 
virtually e very occ upatio n, they are as }ikely to 
be const ruct ion workers or truck dn vers as 
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doctors, lawyers, teachers or ministers. Nearly 
al I crossdressers, however, share a dread of 
having their pastime revealed. Unfortunately, 
given the prevailing lack of sympathy and 
understanding in our society for a genetic male 
who would even momentarily or in fantasy give 
up the glorious privilege of his masculinity, 
these fears are more than justified. 

As a member of the mental health profession, 
my career was severely compromised recently 
when some photographs of myself, crossdressed, 
fell into the wrong hands and I was forced to 
resign from a rather prominent position. While 
the fact that my surperior led a secretive 
alternative lifestyle himself did not help my 
cause, I suspect the results would have been 
similar in any event. The assumption if that if 
one crossdresses, one is "crazy" or "sick", and 
certainly such an individual cermet possibly help 
others toward health. Although I had the option 
of fighting my dismissal legally, I chose not to 
do so as I knew the resultant glare of publicity 
would only hurt me, my family and my career 
further. While there are those who have 
successfully "uncloseted'' themselves to their 
families, their friends, and their co-workers, 
such "coming out" must be approached with 
extreme caution and discretion mtil such time 
as society develops a more liberal attitude 
toward variant sexual phenomena. Meanwhile, 
the fact remai rs that the overwhelming 
majority of TVs are responsible, competent 
individuals at work and at home, indisti ~ 
guishable from the rest of the population. 

What are the options available to the 
crossdresser who feels locked in his dark closet, 
unable or unwilling to stop the behavior which is 
so pleasurable, yet not daring to share his 
secret with cnyone for fear of losing his family, 
his career, his friends, and his reputation? One, 
of course, is simply to remain safely behind his 
I ocked door, feeling sick, perverted and 
ashamed under the illogical assumption that "if 
I'm in the closet, I must be doing something 
wrong." Unfortunately, men y TVs spend their 
entire lives Ln der just such a shadow, 
irreparably damaging their self esteem as. 
per~sons. 

While remaining more or less in the closet, 
the TV who wishes to wear more than lingerie in 
the privacy of his boudoir may sneak out 
occasionally to gay bars or other establishments 
that permit if rot encourage crossdressers. He 
may also patrorize understanding prostitutes 
who will share an hour of pleasure with him. 
These joys have their drawback s, including 
expense, the possibi lity of getti ng i nvolved with 
somewhat ursavory or irresponsible individuals, 
and little more than momentar y relief from the 
serse of loneliness that pervades the life of the 
crossdresser. There is al so, of course, the risk 10 

that his secret life may somehow come to the 
attention of those he would least wish to 
<now. Finally, there is the problem of "passing" 
as a woman in public, a herculean task for most -~ 
TVs unless they are 5'5" tall, carry 130 pounds 
distributed in the right places, have femi n ne 
facial features, no facial or body hair, a soft 
voice, and the proper posture and gait. Added 
to thus are the challenges of buying women's 
fashions as a male (or daring to do so dressed) 
and mastering the art of makeup, all of which 
make "going public" quite an ambitious project. 

Still another possibility is for the closet TV to 
risk sharing his secret with someone he trusts 
enough to believe the other person will react 
non-judgmentally. If a close friend or one's 
spouse is not a candidate for this revelatiol) a 
more expensive but safe bet is a professional 
psychotherapist. No competent therapist will 
condemn or ri di cul e a crossdresser, ror insist 
that he "must stop such sick behavior." Rather, 
he or she will help the individual understand 
himself and his situation more clearly, and 
make those decisions that are in the best 
interests of himself and others. If the TV 
irnists upon trying to stop dressing of his own 
free will, certain therapists employ behavioral 
techniques desi91ed to extinguish unwanted 
behavior. Because there are so few TVs who 
genui rely want to stop dressing, however, the~ 
efficiency of these procedures is somewhat 
uncertain. More likely, the therapist's role will 
be that of supporting the individual in living his 
difficult lifestyle as enjoyably and freely as he 

. cal) reducing the crippling guilt and self-hatred 
that are so often present. 

From a therapeutic point of view, the healthy 
TV is one who fully accepts his desire to dress 
and pursues it with the knowledge that although 
many around him find such behavior 
unacceptable, he is "0.K." as a person. This 
does not mean flouting the feelings of others by 
parading in front of them with a "public be 
dam red'' attitude. Such behavior is masochistic 
if not suicidal. 

A therapist can also help the TV decide 
whether md how much of his lifestyle to share 
with his wife, ron-marital partner, parents 
children, friends, or co-workers. Where the TV 
is married, the therapist can often monitor the 
process of disclosure and help both parties work 
through the feelings and difficulties that may 
result. Although some couples may find no 
recourse but to separate, many others can work 
out a compromise wherein the husband can 
dress with the perm1ss1on, if rot the~ 
participatiol'\ of his wife. . The process of 
working out this modus vivendi can be a lengthy 
one, particularly if the TV's wife feels strongly 
that such behavior is not acceptable for a 
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man. Her fears may include suspicions that she 
is a latent homosexual for marrying a TV, 
par ti cul arl y if she participates in his dressing or 
enjoys it sexually; anxieties over children or 
other family members discovering clothing or 
other evidence of the behavior; anticipation 
t'hat the family's reputation would be ruined in 
the face of public disclosure; or that there is 
"another womarl' living with them in the person 
of her husband, a potential competitor for time 
and attention just as a lover would be. If the 
crossdresser reveals bisexual or domination 
fantasies, the marital picture becomes even 
more complex. Family therapy is strongly 
indicated when parents discover crossdressing 
behavior in a child. Unless the child is very 
yomg, the behavior is unlikely to stop. 
However, if the crossdressi ng is symptomatic of 
other family conflicts, amelioration of these 
condition.s may produce change in the child's 
behavior pattern. 

A most important option available to the 
crossdresser is membership in one of the 
support organization.s for TVs and TSs. 
Gateway Gender Allicnce offers publications 
helpful to the TV in m derstandi ng himself and 
mcnaging himself and mcnaging his lifestyle, 
and provides confidential mailing lists to those 
who wish to correspond with each other. An 
even more effective way to reduce the 

- loneliness and isolation experienced by most 
TVs is to join one of the social and support clubs 
located in most I arge metropolitcn areas. For 
those courageous enough to come out of the 
closet, these clubs provide an opportunity for 
single and married TVs to meet with others who 
share and struggle with their lifestyle. In the 
safe and supportive envirorment provided there, 
much of the guilt and shame associated with 
crossdressi ng can be transformed into social 
relaxatiol) the knowledge that one is not alone, 
and that most important ingredient of any life, 
self-respect. Mm y of these orgarizations also 
pro vi de support and m de rs tan di ng for the TV's 
spouse or partner. 

It is cl ear that to gain self-esteem; the 
crossdresser must open the door of his closet 
far enough to reach for others, at the same 
time exercising good judgment about when, 
where and with whom he shares information 
about his preferences. What ccn the other 98% 
of society do that might help the transvestite 
gain more positive feelings about himself? As a 
tiny minority of perhaps a few million 
individuals in this country, TVs are hardly about 
to start a rights movement in their own behalf, 

- end need all the acceptmce they ccn gai n from 
others. 

The most powerful influence that the publ ic 
c cn have is to realize what TVs are and what 
the y are not. Others need to know t hat t hey 11 

are humm beings with the needs, hopes and 
aspirations of us all; responsible employees and 
loving family members, and in mmy cases, 
leading prominent citizens of society; that they 
are not child molesters, prostitutes, mentally 
ill, interested in converting others to their 
pastime or in the exploitation of myone for my 
reason. When crossdressi ng behavior is 
discovered, whether in a child or en adult, it is 
essential, despite the feelings of shock or 
surprise that may arise, not to scold, disparage, 
belittle, or otherwise react punitively toward 
the individual. While it may not be possible to 
mderstand the individual's behavior at first, 
this is what is needed. Therapy cm be 
extremely helpful, rot in stopping crossdressi ng, 
but in helping parent and child, husband and 
wife mderstand, accept and live with it more 
peaceably. 

In the final analysis, transvestism carries a 
powerful message regarding the sex roles of our 
society. That a man dressed as a woman should 
be scorned, ridiculed, and looked down upon by 
others is a clear statement of the relative 
stature of men and women in this culture. That 
a man should not be permitted to wear a dress 
is as outrageously arbitrary, if not as culturally . 
significant, as a woman being prohibited from 
doing "a man's job" at a man's rate of pay. That 
my individual, provided he or she does not 
exploit or harm self or others, should be 
harassed for pursuing a lifestyle varying from 
the majority's is inconsistent with the principles 
of a society that claims to value individual 
freedom so highly. Ultimately, it is society's 
pernicious and illogical attitudes toward the 
roles of men and women and toward those with 
alternative sexual lifestyles which must be 
corrected before a phenomenon such as cross
gender behavior will cease to be a problem for 
those who practice it. 
(Editor's corrrnent: Since knowlegde of 
crossdressing is rather limited the num
ber of therapists able to "treat" the 
crossdresser competantly are few and far 
between. One ITTJst remember that the the
rapist is, after all, human and therefore 
prey to the many fears, guilt feelings 
and prejudices as others in our society. 
Competent therapists able to effectively 
deal with the crossdresser are hard to 
find and certainly, like anything else 
must be shopped for. The wrong therapist 
can do irreperable damage to the already 
guilt and fear-ridden crossdresser. Cer
tainly there are qualified therapists, 
but remember, their knowledge i s "book 
knowl edge" and any expertise -was gained 
from deal.ing with other indi viduals, 
sel dom from involvement in crossdressing 
on a personal le vel. ) 



DAYTONA BEACH, FLORIDA 
. A PERFECT VACATION SPOT . ON THE OCEAN 

SUCCESS '82 

Sponsored by the SUCCESS Chapter, GGA 

October 24th thru 30th, 1982 

SPEND A DAY OR A WEEK BEING THE WOMAN YOU ARE WITH FRIENDS! 

ROOM RATES: Single occupancy -- $30.00 per day.* 
Double occupancy -- $25.00 per day.* 
Double occupancy with kitchen facilities $36.00 per day.* 
* meals not included 

10% discount if paid in full by August 1, 1982! ---

-- Cutoff date for registeration: September 1, 1982! 

NO REFUNDS - NO CREDIT CARDS 

For information write to: SUCCESS, PO BOX 1601, Pinellas Park, FL 33565 
or call (813) 856-2524 

REGISTRATION/RESERVATION FORM 

Yes, I' 11 be attending SUCCESS '82 for days! Enclosed is my payment 
in the amount of $ 
I want ( ) SINGLE OCCUPANCY 

( ) SINGLE OCCUPANCY WITH KITCHEN 
( ) DOUBLE OCCUPANCY 

NAME ---~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-
ADDRESS ~~~~~~~~~~~~""."::"--=-=-~~~~--~~~~~ 
CITY~~~~~~~~~~~~~~S~T~A~T~E~~~~~Z=I~P~~~~-

Make check/money order payable to SUCCESS 



CLASSIFIED 

' 
(408) 247-7486 

Electrolysis Clinic 
(Unwanted Hair Removed Permanently) 

ELVA BRISENO, R.E. 
335 S. Baywood Ave. 

REGISTERED Electrologist San Jose, CA. 95128 

408 249-2205 

MILDRED L. BROWN, PH.D. 
SEX THERAPY Be EDUCATION 

GENDER IDENTITY COUNSELING 

700 W. PARR. SUITE K 1 S23 FRANKLIN 
LOS GATOS. CA 95030 SAN FRANCISCO. CA 94109 

t STUDIO OF ELECTROLYSIS 
Unwanted Hair Removed Permanently & Professionaly 
eneral Practice In All Types & Textures Of Skin~ Hair 

FOR 
MEN &WOMEN 

Michele Lacrete. Trichodemologist R.E. TELEPHONE 
(415) 821-6643 

By Appointment Only 
14 PEREGO TERRACE 
SAN FRANCISCO. CAL. 

also Elise 

The Gladys Talbot Corset Studio 

Fashion Foundations and Surgical Supports 
Silicone Breast Forms - bathing suits 

Bras & Girdles - Padded Pants - Lingerie 

Suite 2M 
362 Commonwealth .A. venue 

call 
266-5926 

for appointment Boston MA 02115 

Exotic fashions in Tall and XL sizes! 
Outfits for Maids, Infantilism, 

Little Girls, Rubber Items. 

Shop in privacy or by mail 

Wardrobes by Caro~ine 
P.O . Box 183, Melrose, MA 02176 

(617) 662-4432. 4 to 9 p.m. 

Spec~fy your catalog choice 
TV or Baby. $3.00 each 

One Day service 

809 Church Stmt ( 713) 763-6227 

Galueslon, TX 77550 

Alice Webb, ffi.S.W., ACSW 
Licensed Clinical Social Worker 

Gender ldenlity Specialist 
lndiuidual, Couple. Group Psychorherapy 

Sex Counstlinq and Education 

California Lie. #L 008530 

PERMANENT HAIR REMOVAL 

Donna R. McDonald 
REGISTERED ELECTROLOGIST 

1237 PARK S T .• 5 '..JITE 3 

ALAMEDA. CALIF. 94501 769-8944 

paul a. walker, ph.d. 
psychotherapy, sex therapy 
and gender counseling 
1952 union street 
san francisco, ca. 94123 
(415) 567-0162 

Licensed Psychologist 
CAL.-Pl6638. TEX.-1659 

B.R. CREATIONS 

Custom Made Corsets 
In Satin & Brocade. 

Merry Widows & Cinchers 
With 10-24 Garters. 

International 

Ruth Johnson (415) 961 -5354 
Post Office Box 4201 • Mountain View , California 94040 

~I !1\ 
1442 A Walnut, Suite 163 

(415) 527-9612 
Berkeley, Calif. 94709 



ELECTROLYSIS 

Are You Tired of Shaving? 
Tweezing? Waxing? 

ELECTROLYSIS IS PERMANENT 
557-1906 

JOHN GARRETT, R.E. 
1590 1 W. Nine Mile 

Suite 600 
Southfield, Michigan 48075 

WANTED!!! 

Poems, limericks, free verse on 
themes related to: transsexualism, 
transvestism, and androgyny for 
inclusion in forthcoming book: An 
Anthology Of TS, TV, And Andro
gynous Verse. Send submissions to : 

WE'RE ALL WEARY 
OF THIS "PLASTIC-WORLD"! 

so ... Let's get back 
to nature's own 

100% REAL RUBBER 
-Clothing for both sexes-

THE SENSUAL "FEEL" OF WEARING 100% 
RUBBER CLOTHING IS SO VERY EXCfflNG 
- IT DEFIES DESCRIPTION! ... YOU'VE 
JUST GOTTO TRY IT!! 

Rubber clothing actually induces a beau· 
)iful feeling of individuality to the wearer, 
and RUBBER attracts interesting people as 
tho' it were mag netic . 

We've got Latex-Rubber, JEANS, Tights, 
Slacks, Rainwear, Swimwear, Exercise 
Suits, Briefs, etc . 

BEST QUALITY RUBBER & 
LOWEST PRICES ANYWHERE!! 

Rupert Raj, Metamorphosis , P . O. 
Box 5963 , Station A, Toronto, 
Ontario , Canada M5W 1P4. 

SEND $2.00 FOR OUR CATALOG 
(deductible from first order) 

~..,.--.,.;._~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~---6 Lilian Diamond 

A HANDBOOK FOR TRANSSEXUALS, 
by Paula Grossman. 70 pp., published 
privately. This book is the b lue p rint! 
Eight years in the making. Tells what 

- 1to do, how, why, where, and even 
whom! An absolute must for all who 
contemplate a sex- reassignment. 
$5. 95 ppd . , Grossman, 76 Norwood 
Ave., Plainfield, N .. J. 07060. 

For the 
Discriminating 

FTM 

SIZE OF "INSERTER" 
Length, 6-Y•"; Diam., 1-'h''. 

r\. ITEM #101-D J'1 
~ L(' INTRODUCTORY PRICE $44.00 \.,I 

(and others) 

Allllilablc In Jet BIM:k or True Flesh. Slza: sm.11 (llll wnts llDS 
24"·28" plus); medium (Ills w8b1 lizes 20"·3:!" plus); large {Ills 
wlliltlins 30"•'36" plus): extra ier9e (frt11Wllillllzss33"_. .. plus) · 

IMPORTANT! DISCRETION ASSURED! 

BUYERS' NAMES & ADDRESSES AfiE 
NEVER SOLD, TRADED NOR Di~C!..OSED. 

Lilian Dlllll'Ond 
PO Box _(il72J Sunny-nlle CA 94088 

PO Box 61723 
· Sunnyvale CA 94088 

"THE WORLD'S ONLY SEAMLESS 
LATEX-RUBBER JEANS 

i--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~,_.. 

'IRE TRA.~SSEXUAL VOICE ~- A newsletter 
written by and about transsexuals. Send 
S.A.S.E. for complimentary ccpy or $12 
for one year subscription (BI-MON'IHLY). 
~- .......... " ...................... . 
.ADDR •••••••• • •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
CITY ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
ST.t\:rE ••••••••••••••••••• ZIP •••••••••••• 
Payable to: Phoebe Snith. 
Mail to: 764 North Avenue, Hapeville, 

GA 30354 

ACLU TRANSSEXUAL 
RIGHTS COfv11'.1ITTEE 
ACLU of Southern California 
633 South Shatto Place 
Los Angeles CA 90005 

Membership : $20. 00 per year 
Limi t ed Income Membership $5.00 p!year 

-



<Jem-r;lashion Gxpress1'ons 
157 W . 57TH ST R EET, SUITE 601, NEW YORK, N . Y. 10019 

LINGERIE, FOUNDATIONS, 

BREAST FORMS 8:: PADDING, 

COSMETICS, WIGS, JEWELRY, 

SPORTSWEAR 8:: DRESSES, 

ALTERATIONS 8:: FASHIONS 

5Yfu'iiel ()live MADE .. T0-0RDER. 

ANALYSIS .. COUNSELING 

MAKE-UP & CHARM SESSIONS 

ON HOURLY BASIS. 

(212) 582- 6823 
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 

o-tfiffi dtobi;aon, d?, E. 
Permanent Hair Removal 

Beau Monde Studios 
3540 Union Ave .. San Jose, CA 

SHOP IN PRIVACY OR BY MAIL 

EXOTIC FASHIONS IN TALL 

& XL SIZES 

OUTFITS FOR MAIDS. 

INFANTILISM, LITTLE GIRLS. 

RUBBER ITEMS 

CATALOGUE 53.00. ONE DAY 

SERVICE. 

Wardrobes by Carolyn 
P.O. Box 183, Melrose. Mass. 02 ! 76 

• T\'10 s~~~::T6E6~~~;~u~:9 ;~~~~ELL 
B~- SP EC I:Y "i"/ ' EABY, OR SOTtt .. ~3 .. 00 EACH . 

371-9797 

(408) 773-1260 

DOREEN DANIELS, rvt.S. 
SPEECH & l.ANGUAGE PA THOLOCIST 

505 ~V Olive. Suire .i / 0 
Sunnna!e , CA 940iVi 

4 "'wricon Soee1·h l.imeuaee · I learine 
..1 f;(·,,c1ar1on Cerf/f1carion 

CA LIC. #M8288 

( "au1-n n .11 '1 Rocr,-; ,,· \!>:- .;« ... ~ ' 

E\'i1f1)i!'U',., ! ."d'f! \t' ~p_<_;:.:. -

LIN FRASER, M.A. I MFCC 
PSYCHOTHERAPIST 

SEX RELATED PROBLEMS-GEND E R COUNSELING 

2538 CALI F ORNIA STREE T 

S AN FRANCISCO . CA 9 4 1 1 S 

BY APPOINTMENT 

(415) 922-9240 

WIGS 
& Fetish Clothi ng Available 

GRAND OPENING! 
Suite 8 

13837 Ventura Blvd. 
Sherman Oaks, CA 91423 

Call (213) 995-7195 for information 
Come in or send $3.00 for catalog 

10 % off for GGA Members 

Strictly Confidential 

GET INTO THE WONDERFUL WORLD OF LATEX 

Send $2.00 for our 26 page catalog of 
latex panties, bras, girdles, gloves, 
stockings, sheets, pillows and rrore. 

(Fee refundable with first order. J 

Lilian Diamond, PO Box 61723, Sunnyvale, 
CA 94088 

·~ 
~~\\~ SUITE . ' ·0-._i\~ Electrolysis . 

. •S')\::;,_ ~;;:::--· Consultations - Appointments 
1 :<.··(~~~~- Eves . by Appl 

-~·· :,;~,:;~;t~:,p~ 2515 Ocean Ave .. Suite 5 
'$,"f~(;:;'· · San Francisco. CA 

·•• Renee Luna. R.E. 
333·5110 Skin Care Products 

Mon Tues Wed 



MOVING 

· If you have moved or are planning a move be 
SURE and notify us so The PM-I will be 'S'ent to 
your correct address. · 

Complete the following and mail it to P.O. Box 
62283, Sunnyvale, CA 94088. 

Hi I'm moving. Please send my PM-I to the 
following new address: 

NAME 
~-------------~ 

STREET 
~-------------~ 

CITY 
~--------------~ 

STATE 
~-------~ 

ZIP 

OLD ADDRESS 

Glue or tape your mailing label in the above 
blank space. 

PHOENIX BACK ISSUES 
A limited supply of the following 1981 
issues of the Phoenix are available at 
$2.00 per copy. You may opt to have 
them sent via 3rd class mail or 
included with the nearest regular 
monthly mailing. If selecting 3rd class 
mail add 54 cents postage per copy to 
the price. 

ISSUES 
( ) February ( ) March 
( ) April ( ) May ( ) June 
( ) July ( ) August ( ) September 
( ) October/November ( ) December 
Make check/money order payable to: 

GATEWAY GENDER ALLIANCE. 
Please send •••••• copies of each of the 
issues checked by ( ) 3rd Class mail 
( ) part of my regular monthly mailing. 

Tape or glue your mailing label here. 
If not on our mailing list print name 
and mailing address be low: 
NAME • •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
ADDRESS • •••••••••.•••••••••••. • •••• • ••• 
c I TY ••••.••.....••••• s T .••. II • z I p ••••• • • 

OP 3-82 

-SUBSCRIPTION COUPON- 3-81 . 

PLEASE SEND ME MY OWN COPY OF 'THE 
PHOENIX MONTHLY INTERNATIONAL' EACH ,-,: 
MONTH. 

NAME 
ADDR~E~SS_,--~~~~~~~~~~~-

Cl TY 
STAT~E=--~~~~~~~~~~~~-

ZIP _____ _ 
~- - •' · -·. 

Amual Subscription rate: TV /TS: $20.00 
Amual Subscription rate: professional: $30.00 
- , .. . . .... ~-.· -. ,_ . - ··~ . "' . -· .. _ ...... . 

PLEASE make check/money order payable to: 
GATEWAY GENDER ALLIANCE and send it 
to: P.O. Box 62283, Sunnyvale, CA 94088. 

WHY 
JOIN 

. GATEWAY GENDER ALLIANCE? 

If you are a MTF or FTM 
cross- dresser or transsexual 
looking for an organization 
providing its Associates the 
f 0 l l OW in g: 

correspondance directory 

monthly newsmagazine 

meetings 

low cost 

identification card 

friends 

hot lines 

you should contact POB 62283, 
Sunnyvale, CA 94088 

JOANNA M. CLARK & ASSOCIATES 
Information services Division 
31815 Camino Capistrano, Suite L 
San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675 
Please send: 
( ) State Birth Certificate $2.00 

Policy List 
( ) 1982 Edition of Legal $25.00 

Aspects of Transsexualism ,.... 
I have enclosed ......... for the above 
publications. 
NAfvE. o •••••••• • • ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

ADDRESS,, •.. . . . •. . .. ,, .. . ...•.•.........• 
CITY . ...... . ....... . ST ..... ZIP ........ . 



OBJECTIVES 

TO PROMOTE A SOCIETY WHEREIN CROSSDRESSING AND/OR TRANSSEXUAL INDIVIDUALS MAY fvEET 
~ETHER ANO LIVE IN AN OPEN ATMOSPHERE OF MUTUAL RESPECT AND SUPPORT FREE FROM ALL 

tn:JIL T AND FEAR. 

GATHER FROM ALL RESOURCES AVAILABLE AND DISSEMINATE ALL INFORMATION PERTAINING TO 
AND/OR OF INTEREST TO THE CROSSDRESSING AND/OR TRANSSEXUAL INDIVIDUAL. 

PROVIDE REFERRAL SERVICES FOR THE VARIOUS GENDER INDIVIDUALS AND GROUPS WITH WHOM 
THIS ORGANIZATION IS IN CONTACT. 

ENCOURAGE COOPERATION AMONG THE LEADERS AND fvEMBERSHIP OF THE VARIOUS EXISTING OR 
FUTURE CROSSDRESSER AND/OR TRANSSEXUAL GROUPS, ORGANIZATIONS OR ASSOCIATIONS. 

DEVELOP EDUCATIONAL MATERIAL TO ASSIST IN THE EDUCATION OF THE CROSSDRESSER AND/OR 
TRANSSEXUAL IN DEALING WITH HIS/HER LIFESTYLE CHALLENGES AND ASSIST THE GENERAL PUBLIC 
IN ACCEPTING THE CROSSDRESSING AND/OR TRANSSEXUAL INDIVIDUAL AS A PERSON. 

PROVIDE A PUBLICATION CONTAINING ITEMS OF INTEREST TO THE CROSSDRESSER AND/OR TRANS
SEXUAL INDIVIDUALS AND COUNSELING IN THE GENDER DYSPHORIA FIELD. 

PROVIDE A LISTING OR REGISTER OF ACTIVITIES OF INTEREST IN LOCAL OR ACCESSIBLE AREA 
TO INDIVIDUALS AFFILIATED WITH THIS ORGANIZATION. 

ADVERTISE TO ATTRACT UNDECLARED GENDER INDIVIDUALS WITHIN OUR SPHERE OF INFLUENCE. 

ENCOURAGE THE FULL AND ACTIVE PARTICIPATION IN THIS ORGANIZATION 
CROSSDRESSING AND /OR TRANSSEXUAL INDIVIDUALS AND ORGANIZATIONS. 

OF ALL 

~<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<«<<<<<<~ 

$ FEM-FASHIONS EXPRESSIONS = 
~ l l 7 WEST l7 STREET. SUITE 601 = 
;,;' NEW YORK. N.Y. 10019 ~ 

B MURIEL OLIVE (212) llHl2l ~ 

~ B.r . .fppoin1ff!t1!! o,,,,, ~ 
~ ~ 
¥ FEM· FASHIONS EXPRESSIONS wu esublished severai years ago on the ~ = premise that staning a female wardrobe or adding to one should be a pleasant = 
\¢ uplifting experience that is free from hassle. It shouid be in an atmosphere of A 
~. privacy and complete discretion. Muriel Olive is a lady who understa...'ld.s you !I!C ~ 
~· your needs. The shop is located in a modem office building with a doorman. 5 - " 
¥ Street is a safe secure area. You are given individual attention .i.5 'ilr' C 'tli'otk by --. = appointment only. Some services are on an hourly basis . Call for complete = 
~{. iriformation. '4. ¥ ,._ = COU.VSELING . WARDROBE PLAS S/NG· MADE TO ORDER CLOTHING = 
¥ ALTERA TIOSS ·CHARM SESS/OSS · DRESS .'4.SD MA.KE UP SESSIONS ,._ 
¥ AND ALSO INSTR UCT/ON · FIGURE A.SD SIZE ANALYSIS A = DECORUM LESSOSS = 
= G ateway G ender Alliance Gr!p information and applications = 
¥ Authorized to collect ldvance payments for Joyce Dewhurst events ~ 

~ . ~ 
• PADDING' FALSIES TO BETTER SILICONE BREAST FORMS jlll 
¥ ALSO HIP PADDING · PADDED GIRDLES AND PANTIES "' 

= . "' ¥ WAIST CINCHERS . READY MADE AND MADE TO ORDER · CORSETS AND A 
~ CORSELETS..ALL-IN-ONES . BRAS· PANTIES · TAP PANTS · GARTER BELTS ~ 
,.. SLIPS. 112 SLIPS . NIGHT GOWNS · STOCKINGS AND PANTYHOSE " 
¥ DRESSES . GOWNS . SLIT AND PLEATED SKIRTS · MINISKIRTS· BLOUSES ~ 
¥ BEACH SKIRTS . SKA TING OUTFITS · BA THING SUITS · SWEATERS - LEOTAllDS ,.. 
¥ MAID'S OUTFITS ··MAID" TO ORDER · BAGS AND BELTS · JEANS = 
¥ WIGS . SHOES A.ND BOOTS. COSMEJJCS · BEST BEARD COVER IN 71fE COUIY'"IR Y ~ 
¥ JEWELRY · HANDBAGS "" 
¥ ~ = OUT OF TOW~ SEND FOR OUll C\.lSTOM SIZE CHAIU AND CATALOG SHEETS J"' l WE ACCEPT MASTElCARO AND VISA. Wint PLEASURE 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>ll->>>>> 

-._ .. · 

JANUS INFORMATION FACILITY 
under the direction of Paul A. Walker, 
Ph.D. provides referrals, pamphlets, 
reprint mater i al and conducts research. 

An advance contribution of $25.00 or 
more is requested since the Facility is 
dependant on donations and private 
funding. 

The Facility welcomes the names of 
profes si onals willing to be on our 
referra 1 1 i st. 

Letters from postoperative gender 
reassignment individuals concerning 
their adjustment in their new life are 
also welcomed. 

Address all correspondence to: 

Paul A. Walker, Ph.D. 
1952 Union Street 

San Francisco, CA 94123 



TABLE OF CONTENTS Page 

Is There Such A Thing As a Cure?. . .1 

New Silver Screen TV Movie ................. 3 

Medical Report. 

Tall Girls. . . 

Dear Doctor Michelle. 

Chapter Chatter . .............. . 5 

Where We Are. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Mail Bag (letters from readers) . . ..... . 

Life In Two Gender (by Patsie Pinchon) . . 

Daytona Week Success '82. 

Classified Pages . .... 
Carmercial advertising 

. . 7 

.4 

.3 

.3 

.8 

. 12 

. . 13 

-· 

-· 
i 

. i 


	Phoenix Sept 1982 2.9 front cover
	Phoenix Sept 1982 2.9 front cover inside
	Phoenix Sept 1982 2.9.1
	Phoenix Sept 1982 2.9.2
	Phoenix Sept 1982 2.9.3
	Phoenix Sept 1982 2.9.4
	Phoenix Sept 1982 2.9.5
	PHoenix Sept 1982 2.9.6
	Phoenix Sept 1982 2.9.7
	Phoenix Sept 1982 2.9.8
	Phoenix Sept 1982 2.9.9
	Phoenix Sept 1982 2.9.10
	Phoenix Sept 1982 2.9.11
	Phoenix Sept 1982 2.9.12
	Phoenix Sept 1982 2.9.13
	Phoenix Sept 1982 2.9.14
	PHoenix Sept 1982 2.9.15
	Phoenix Sept 1982 2.9.16
	Phoenix Sept 1982 2.9 back cover inside
	Phoenix Sept 1982 2.9 back cover

