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MEMOIRS of the (fay dijant) CHEVALIER 
D'EoN, al;as M;\DEMOIS ELLE BEA u
MON'f. 

,r��"l\HIS very e}l:traordinary 
)( .. J L }OC character has for fome 

;

A � time made a great noife 
T )( in the world; and 
. JJt -confidering her fex, at 

� F')( length judtcially proved, 
�)'(),'(�.Ji !he may �e pronouced 

the phcenix of the age. 
Th_is lady (we may Now be allowed to 

fay) LS defcenc.led from a good family in 
lhe South of France, ar.d was born in the ye�r 1734; but it feems fomewhat myfte�·ious, that even her own relations ihould win� at the deception /he put upon the world h 1 r. , as er etters publiihed forne time 
nnce clea1·l · · 
fl Y evince 10 a correilpondence le kept · 1 ' . 
D'E up_ \'11t 1 her mother, whom M1fs 
but 

on adv1fed not to enter into politics, 
k' to attend to the cultivation of her lichen-garden. 
pu:e find her many years paft in a 
aft 

ic charac:ter a.t the court of Ruffia, and erwards a b ld . . . . 1· d . o enterp,:1z1Iig captain o 
A:��ons in the lail war in Germany.
over h

e
e1�

0nclufion of that war fue ca°'.e 
ve.rn . e as .fecretary to the dll.ke de N1-
extr:1�;l'who was app:ointed amba{fador 
C(l.ta.r°1 inary a�J plenipotentiary to this · ' at the t1Jne th�t th� Jate duke 

of B�dford ratified the treaty of Paris, at, 
Verfa11les. On the departure of the duke 
d,e Ni�ernois, fhe rem_ained here as chargj • 
d affaires, and was afterwards .appointed 
,mirnfter, in which capacity !he continu�d 
till the arrival of the count di:: Guerchy, 
as amb�ffador from France. 

Soon after that nobleman's appearance 
here, a rupture enfued between them 3 Mifs D'Eon ftill claiming her ran� .as 
envoy, and the ambaffador refofing, it,
She was recalled, but would not c�mply 
with the orders of her court; upo1i which 
/he was refofed admiffion �--St. Jam�s•s, 
and declared to ba<Ve no charaBer cv..:hate'T.Jer 
here. This dedaration produced feveral 
farcafms in the prints; but probabl)'. .the 
then mini/ler knew t!Jatfae was prec1fely 
in that predicament; or at leaft .he was 
truly prophetic. 

A · paper war commenced, and a M, 

Goddard was the adYocate of Count 
Guerchy ; but though he was �he autho1· 
of the Chinefe Spy, a w0rk rn efl:cem, 
and feveral others, be was no w�y capabl� 
of contelting wi�h� Ma,clemoiielle--�tl!e 
ito:t Ji cdroite et Ji bten /ettr !e. Thore cel�

brated letters now came forth, wh1.ch will 
ever eltablilli her reput��to? as a ic?ohu·, 
a politician, and a ph11o!opher. rhey 
are in the poffellion of eve1:r gentleman 

c.f ta!lc in literature, thercfo'.·e we need 
only n:fe1· to them. · 

)' x ; ,/\. c�.rtain. 



Memoirs of the Chevalier D'Eon, 

. . (De Vergy) l i fl:ed 
A certarn adventure1 

d d 
under tbe Cheval ier' s b�n;1ffi

e
1
r
o
,
n:

n 
th�

1/ h: 
ffi l 

• t the q·1.1arte1 - le , 
a 1c av 1t, _ a 

C unt Guerchy to af-

Thi s affa i r  brought on the  late �.· fol lowing ab ftract of which wi 1;
1
�, . 

the 
our readers of the authen ticity f 

ati sfy 
we have faid. 0 what 

was a pp l ie� to b;a 
O

tt 011 h i s  death- bed, 
faffinate � �0;1 ; 1 

J:ci!i•ation i n  the moft Guildhall, Tuefday, Ju!J 1 lie m:i<le t t1 1 s  iame 
Tl b" l l  was how- . 

, 1 777. 
folemn manner .---:- ·h:

e

qt/arter frfl ions ; · H A Y E S  again ft J A ()  u E {" . thrown out at t � . 
d ' o.  eve1, . robabl , have rece i v e  

but tl�e pn_
b l : c  m? P

 
n fo 6old an acuCa- �hi s  caufe wa_s opened by Mr. Bul l  fame 1mpi e ffi?n 1 0i 

·feverance. fiatmg the plea.dings, that it was a 
e_r, 

tion, made with foe 1 p
t
e1 

prevai l  that  the d i fconrfo he ld  between the })arties 
cert

h
a,n 

A rumour beo-an o h h Cl 1 ·  D'E , w e. . , :::, 
1· the female gender ; t ·er t e 1cva ier on was a Cheval ier D Eon was o 

Tl d lllan • . b l '  age as every Of> - or a woman . - 1e efendant \l?ld d 1 rh 1 s  o-am .mg , 
k 1 1 · er-an , 1 1. 

ft. 
0

d 1- 0 11 for wao-ers u n -
1 

too to·prove t llit H! was a i nan . wh a or s occa I o . . . ,,. , en portun1ty 
r . ell ·•tion infurances m faEl:, the pl arn t m avers he is a won1 ' 1 ny  1 •i1ec1ous apn "' ' . J I . . an • c er a 

d 1
1
e doubt of her fex, I {ha l l  ca om w1 t11efics to prove that ,,' were open e  upon tl · 

d l · r,e 

1 1  . . L i s at Paris and Am fter- J S  a rwr;man, an t ien you wi l l  fi nd a ver-as we r n onclon a 
d "  n c l · · · ff · l . fi,lerable  amou nt .- 1u ror t 1e p la 1 1,t 1  , wi t  1 7ool .  damao-es . dam to a vel y con , . I • I • o , l ' C l 1 - . t ok tbefe manceuvres rn on w 1 , c  1 open mg, t he court was thrown T 1e 1eva Let O · 1 ·  · 

fi f I l d _ . th ·eatenf Gl fome and chal- i n to a prot 1g1ous t o aughter. o-reat c u g_eon , i · '  . 
7\ ,1 - W I I r. · d . 1

° 
d h . H" thought 1t adv 1fable lv. r .  a ace 1a 1  , th ,1 t  he would not en o-e ot .e1 s .  c 

r t· 1 · J I f · 0 
1, bl ic affidavit that he h ;,d no go 10 ar as 1 1 s came( nend h�. d under. to ma,__e a pu ' . , . • 

k b I · 1 ·  • 11. ' ncei·n whatever rn tne!e 111 - ta en to prove, u t  1 1 s ,c 1en t  would con r n terea or co ' · f · · • 
furances . and that he never wouJd make tent h imfel wi th provmg, t hat /be was 
a ' j ud ic i ::1 d i fc lofure c.f h i s  _fex , though no t  he: 

. . . ro ofals  had been cfh:red htlh co the a- Pol icy read : That : :1 confideration of 
P Pnt of 2 5000 l .  1 00 I .  t h e  defendan t u ndertook to pay 7001,. mou 

d . 1· • I f . 
In the mean t i liie, o'.erture�  were m� e r n  ca e a t  any t1�ne ie_rea .ter 1t {hal l be 

him from the court of Verfat l les  to give proved that the Cheval ier was a female. 
up certain papers in h i_s poffdfio1� of a po- Mr. . L a .  9'oue . . I am a furgeon. and 

• J i t ical n ature • to w!uch he conJented, on man - m , dwde ; I have been acquainted 
the prom i fe �f 500 1 .  -a year regu larl y with the Cheval ier four  or five years ; I 
paid in London . To obt ai n  thefe papers know it i s  a woman . Tbe witnefs was 
there had been forcible  entries made a t  then  c ro fs-examined by Mr. Mansfield. 
his anartments  in Scot land yard, but it He fai<l he had k_n owJT her a grea't many 
happ�r.ed they w_ere not thc:re. years ; became acqua i n ted wi�h her when 

Soon after, this tranfacbon he took a- n1e was fou rteen ; between tour or five 
�rtments i n Peay France ; from whence years ago I fi rfl: knew ihe was a woman ; 
he t l1ought, it ad v ifeab l e  to make a prec i- n1e was  compl ai n ing of fome diforders, 
p itate retre.n-,. and it was  the1 1  fo rrni led be 'and it was  neceffary for me to· know, be
had been kidn cipped and ca1:r ied to France. fore I appl i ed proper medic ines ; he then 
A d vert ifemen ts �ppea.rccl I l l  the p.1pers, told me that  he was a woman ; I examintd, 
with rewards for di fcovering where he was .  a n d  found  it to be a real woman ; ht told 
At the · expi rat ion of a je'VJ •wuhs, the no- · me not to mention it to any perfon .  The 
m:nal cheval i_er returnee\ ; but  i t  is now pla in t i ff applied to me about three weeks 
ge neral ly beJ 1eve_d that l l �  made a tempo- ago ; I t o ld  h im I d id  not  chufe to be ex
rary retreat, to g , ve po (tenty a y-0 ung die- ·arn ined, bu t if he fent  me a fubpcena, I 
val ier-- - male or female, we find ,  iignifies m u ll come.  He told m e  he  n10u ld want. 
not . my a ffertion  • I faid I d id not l ike it, as 

From this t i_me t! l l  vr.:r_y l_stely the it m ight  be ciifcoveri �g �he fecrets of my 
Ch��a L er �-ema1 ned rn oblcunty ; but  profetfion . He fa i d  he was told I was the 
a d t fpu le w111ch aro(e bet�een her and M. perlon who could tel l .  Many people have 
1".l�rande, con cern ing th i s  gentl eman 's appl ied to me before, bu t  I r. eyer_<l i frover
g 1v 1 11g out he kn� w her to be a woman, ed i t ,  After I knt:w i t  { he pafI�,! for a man, 
made her come agam upon the  tapiJ. The I do not k n ow M· i ch ae l Tafi, Em Dey, 
Chevalier c h a l lenged M. Morande, ·but nor Haye s .  S wanfton t o '.Ll me th ree ytar� he

_ <l_ecl 1ned figh t i �ig  her, on ac�oun t  of :;go, he wo u ld be glad i i  I wou l J  appeal ?�1 /-e� ;_ upon which t he Ch�valier nm.de as a wi rnefa ; I to l d  !um I wQu l d  not, 
. app,ication to the comt of K1;11 ,.,. 's  E�n c h .  d i d  Jl C· t  ' ikc  i .. • I did Hot tc:-11 bun the [e 

• • .  l > c(et 



I 

Proof of her Sex.· 

H:ayes the plaintiff did not  m en tion 
cret . ,. tliat recommended him to me. 

34 1 
b�ought in to a com1f: of · uft' h i s  c l ien t 's  dere J 1  

ice, and refl-ed 
Penon . I an

y r de Morande. It 1s a woman ; 

� • ' thin my own k nowledge. The 

11 nee o.u, t 1e  grot d h the plain tiff was fatisfied at the ti:e �; �t 
r. y 10 WI 

• fi d . I l . ia d t's counfel, not fat 1s 1e w 1 t 1 t 1 1 s , def en an · · r. d h · 

wager, and  knew that the cheval ier t e � woman ; and therefore contended i t ::: L took up th i s  w1tne1s, an on  1 s  
�1r' ee . . d b r r. aminatwn he fa, , a out rnur cro1s-ex · · · l I 

rn t he nature of a fraudulen t 1. r. . d H . n iu 1 ance . an ayes not  d1fcove1'in e- al l he k , 
0 he was very rnt1mate w1 t 1 1er ; 

t
ears 

af very lively i n  her converfation, 
Ille wa . h s:.. d d fl oke to me w,t great n·ee om on 
ahn /1 ·ea She one day !hewed me her 
t e 1U )) • • • • 

n's cloaths, ear-nngs, and !hewed woma . f me her breafts . �ome tu-i:ie . a ter I Y:'a s  
morning (bemg myiel f a marned one

n) introduced . i nto her bedch3mber : 
�: was in bed, and with great freedom 
bid me fatisfy myfe]f of  what  we h ad fo 
often been jocular about, for fhe had often 
ufed to fay I was to 0e god[ather. � put 
my hand into bed, and was fully convinced 
fue was a woman. In  confequence of  th i s  
Jaft demonftration, I ment ioned i t  t o  fe_ 
veral of my acqua in tance, and wrote to  
Monfieur de Mourch ier i n  Fra nce ,  There 
was a treaty on foot to get fome papers of 
confequer.ce out of h:r hands,  and 500 
guineas were and  are fettled upon her. - - 
In winter, I 7 7 1 ,  Madame d e  Chouchie 
told me, if I had a mind to l ay any wager, 
to lay on the woman fide. I never knew 
Hayl!s till la!l: November. It  was n ecef
fary for me-'on a former occafion "" to fay 
fomcthing of this tranfacl:ion,  but  not  to 
be fo particular as you now obl ige me to 
be. I thought it would  be i ndecrnt and 
not neceffary. 

M. de Morande was then fworn, as· in-
• te1:preter to a French phyfician, ' ,.,·h ofe 
evidence was---It is a woman · I: know i t  
o f  my  own knowledge. The defendant's 
counfel _compelled thjs witnefs l ikewife t o  be particular. He then fa id, h e  was a 
phyfician, had attended the lady about two years ago : he knew !he was a wo-man by fipht ' and touch. 

Mr. Mansfield then faid, i t  was a gambling wager, and very u·nfit  to be 

I • o new at t_1e t ime, ough t  n ot to maintain t h  twn  ; and read _the de_fendant'!\ anfw:t�; chancery, wherem he d 1fclofed the grou d he went upon  in maki ng the inforan:/ That the cour� of France had difrovered a nd treated with her as a woman .  Mr. Wallace repl ied, that his c l ient as at Newma1:ket, was not bound to dif.. clofe the ground he went upon . No donb t each party thought themfel ves rio-h t  �ut Mr. Jaqwes thinks i t  an  i ndecentac: t J On ; and bec_aufe it is fuch, he thinks the court and J ury are to k ick the caufe out of the court, and let him keep the 
1 ool .  o( our's he has had in his poc�et thefe five years, (?r he has not  paid a penny of the premwm into court. B ut 
for his part, he thought i t  was a fair wager 
and the on, ly queftion was, who had wo� 
i � : which he !�oped the jurr were by that 
time fully fat1sfied of rn favour of his 
clien t. 

Lord Mansfield faid, it was a mere 
gambling pol i cy, and wifhed i t  was in his 
or the. jury's power to make b0th lofe, but 
i t  was not ; and there was no objection 
to the letal i ty of the wager ; the only 
queHion was, who had won i t ? It was 
tru ly faid by 1Yfr. Wall ace, that tl\is was 
not to be co.mpared to tbe cafe of a frau
<;lulent policy ; it had n o, rel ation to the 
laws touch ing l egal i n fu rance, but was 
a mere wager, and the part;es not bound 
to difclofo the ground he ihnds  upon ; 
for each party takes_ and abi_des by h i s  
own j udgment and i n formation ; anc� I 
myfe l f  remem ber a wager abot\t �h_e c1r
<41 mferen ce of the Statue de M�d : c1s, or 
fom�thing abroad, the  parti�s laid ; an� 
the one fays l know I am nght, b�caufe 
I have m yfelf acl:ual ly meafured 1 t  : - - ·  

· �---------""T'"'-- fays the  other, do you thin� I W() u )<l lay 
t This was an appl ication by the Che- i f  I had not alfo meafured 1 �Ji �nd  not

va
l �

er to the court of King' s  Ben ch,  wi th ftanding you have, I 
!
wt a}�·--

W 11ch . ound to :t)' any r n te11 -. was ai gued for an i nformat ion Tber� was  n o  gr 
in
ga1n rt the wi tnefs for a l i bel i n  a morn- t ional fraud to  Nfr. �a

h
ycs

,
, O

C\· ae�rli��I:� 
g paper · 1· • . · JPcted wi t  t 1e n ... ' 1 11 muatmg that the Cheval ier tnvance  com ·· 

fl 
· ha l lcno-e� was not a , 

k I . • for ie wn tes c . b . - , 

it n r 
. tna n, bu t  a woman  : which the ta e peop e i n ' 

• r  1·s ,.011ofrd to her eis Jn fl · • .I · g1 }' when  l p, tisfied ti 
iewing caufe o f  t hat ru le la• 

1 
anu . 1 �  an 

1 {i • and perhap� if  i t  had 
charged ii cou rt was the fact ; they <l i  1:. . to ddcover ie1  

·et� ;l i and mi firnderfiand. 
argun t e rule, after l tavi n o· a very long not been fo1r �u,11t· wo i i ld re,·er kn e  heen ien t o b 1 {i O • • he 11 1 1 11 t 1  · . , Wriiten b n ° 1 11 ides , and Jome  pape:1 s I rng s , 1 lie t·.,a wl1 1ch nug-ht (. , J !  " 0 , , ) l '()\ e t  l u v > • 

1,a<J J th,. ChevaI1er to De l\1ora!1 de able t<? l .1 i <l not  c·,Dablc ot l ep :{ l  • be v. e l l  k 11 0 ,vn .,  • '  ,,; f - · prno 



Convivial Devices.' 

proof before a tur:ic:,. for thei�e is n?  �o�= 
pal l ing her to iubm1t to an mfpe9t'IO · 

1 
B-ut heie i s  a perfon employed �Y. t 1e 

· · 1 d 1htary 
court of France i n  a civi an m 

. ' 
d b nd by there:: 

caoac1 ty, as a man ; an Y a 

is 'a buzi- - - it i s  fu liJected but re*mams a 

matter of doubt, what fe� he  i s ; wag_ers 

are laid, and pol icies opened ; fome \�n
b
k 

one way and fome another. It wou e 

very much our wifu if V:'e could  _P1:evcnt the 

plain tiff from recovenng on tlus w�ger, 

but I am afraid we · can not ; and of �he 

two/ he has the faireft, fide, for a l l  tke in

decencies were prelfed ou: by  _the .defen
dant : all the plain t iff's �n tnefies f wear to 

the pofitive fact, and withou t goi ng f�r

ther, the defendant might have been fat1s -

:fied. . . .  ff 1· The Jury fourld for the _Plain_t 1  · 70� • 
* * vVe cannot c lofe this art1clc, with.-
"' 

out referr ing onr readers �o a ln.tmo�ous 
examination of  the Cheval ier, by a J lFY 
of alehrated Matrons upon the bon ton, fo 
far back as the Magazine f�r May, 'I. 77 r , 
_page 249, where they wi ll aHo fin d  a 
ftriking 1 ikenefs of  M. D'Eon, though  
in miniature. 

a ground made of falt and e 
perfumed waters, ftu�k i n  JtOiel ls  of. 
then at the other end of the tabrefore ; would have the form of a fh ' e they 
paft:e board, and  covered all ovrr' ';"hde in 
with mafts, fails, flags, and ft�� pallet 
and gun s  made of ke�es and 

arners, 
w i th pafle, and  charged with o- co'lered 
wi th a train as in the caflle . t:'t"h�powl der, 

1 h • IS a fo • a arg€ c arger, fet up upright i n  
1.n 

were, a fea of fal,r1 i n  which a�e 
as 1t 

ftuck egg-fhells  ful l  of perfumed 
alf11 

then betwixt the ftag and pafti
a
_ters r 

ftag and  fh ip, were placed tw;l �nd 
made of coarfe pafte and fi l led with ? 

es1 
and wafhed over wi th  faffron anq yqlk:

a
�i eggs . When thefe were baked, the bra was taken

d 
o
1
� t, a

b
�ole was cut in the bot toms, an 1ve 1rds put into one 

f. . · , an rogs mto the. other� and then th h oles clofed up with pafl:e, then the l id: were cu t  n eat ly  up,  fo that tbey mio-ht b  
ea_fil y ta_k,en off b y  the funnels, and alorne4 
wi th g i lded l aure l s . . Thefo being thu&' 
prepared , and placed rn order on the table 
fidt of a l l  one  of th e  l adies is perfuaded t� 
draw th: arro_w out of t h e  body of the 
ftag, which bein g  done, the red wine iffue� 

----------=-'--------1 out  l i ke blood out of a wound, and 

C o  N v I v  I A L  D E  v I C E  s of our caufes fame frnall admiration in the fpec-

A N C  E S T  Q R  S pcrmed out. taters ; wh ich  being done, after a little 
paufe, al l th(; guns on one fide of the caf. 

SOME ant ien t  adopts i n  cookery i n form t i e  are, by a tra in ,  d ifcharged again/!: the 
us ,  that in former days, when good {h i p, and afterwards the guns of one fid� 

lwufe-keepi n g  was in fafh i0n  among the of the  ,fh i p  again  It the caftlc ; then havin 
_ En�li/h uohi l i ty, they u fed e i ther to beg in  turned the chargers, the other fides are 
or conclnde their entertai nments, and d i - fire<loff, as i f  i n  a battle .  Thi$ caµfing a 
vert their guefl:s ,  with fu ch devices as ;he gre�t !bn k  of  powder, the lad ies or gentle 
fol lowing ones-A ca/He m ade i n pafte- n1en t;; ke up the egg-ihel l s  of perfume 
bot.rd , w i th gates, draw - br idges, battle- w:i ter, and throw them at one another, 
men ts; · and port-cu l l ifes, 'al l  done over This  pleafant d i forckr being pretty well 
with pafie, was fet at one enll  of the tab ie, laughed over, and the two great pyes fl-ill 
in a l arge charger, ,,J ith fal t  h.i d rou nd remain ino- un touched fome one .or othei• 

� � b ' . • 

;ihput i_t, as i f  i t  were t·he ground, in which w i l l  have the curiofity to foe what 15 m 
were ftuck  egg- fhcl l s  fu l l  of rofe, or them , and  l i ftin g off the lid of one ne, 

other fweet waters, the meat of the egg out  j nmp the frogs : this makes the !�dies 
}laving .been taken out by � great pi n .  !kip and fcci.mper, and l i fting up t?e lid �f 
Upon the batt lemen t s  of the caftl e we::re the other, out fly the birds, which wi 

planted guns  made of kexes , covered over na tural l y fly at the l ight, and fo p_ut ouf 
with paftc, and made i n to the form of the c,rnd l es . and  fo with the leaping_ � 

· cann�ns,  and ma'd� to look l ike b
r:
afs, by the frogs h�low, and. fl y in� �f the  j1�.s 

·covering the,m with Dutch leaf gold ; above, i t d id c aufc· a furprizing an 1:; thefo cannons bein� c harged with gu 1 1pow- verti ng  burley-burl ey amongft the gi
d
iel 

d d J cl • I · I · 1 · 1 the can c� er, an tra i ns a1 , w t 1at  you m1g i t  m the dark ; after w 1 1c  1 , ht 
fire as many of them as you p leafod at . be i ng l igh ted , the bangue t was �r�;;f11• 
one touch .  The ca tt le was fet a t  one end in ,  the  m u fi c  fou nded ,  .and !he pa

� adi 
ef the table, t hen in the midd le  of the ta- Jars .  of each pe;-fon's fmp1:1ze 

/
n
ertiJJg ble t hey wuu ld le.e a Ha� made in p.all:e, ven t u res, fornifhcd mat�er for �. iv 

but hol low, and fi l led with red w1ne, and 1 · !· r a1 courfe. 11 nfwen a broad ahow fl-ti ck in the fide of h im . J>-

this �emg c.1lfo fet jn a large charger, witl; 


	Memoirs of the Chevalier D'Eon (The Town and country magazine 1777-07)
	15528_0001OCR'd
	15528_0002OCR'd
	15528_0003OCR'd

	Memoirs of the Chevalier D'Eon and country magazine 1777-07) 4



