
DE R M S  DIARY,
M yste ry  of Russian M a n -W o m a n  

Finally  Solved.

FOOLEO M. POBEDONOSTZEFF

Remarkable Story Revealed Iri Memoir* 
of Ex-Secretary to Czar'* Consul In 
Chicago, Whose Sex W as Not D is
covered Until Her Death.

The life secre t of Nicolai de R aylan, 
fo r  y ears  secre ta ry  to  the  R ussian  con
su l at Chicago, who, a f te r  m asquerad 
ing  as a m an fo r e igh teen  years, w as 
found a f te r  her d eath  in A rizona In 
Decem ber, 1906, to  have been a w o
m an. has been revealed . T he story, 
n ev er before published , con tain ing  her 
reason  for s ta r tin g  ou t on a c aree r of 
deception th a t  p roved her one of the 
m ost accom plished actre sses  in the 
w orld  and  disclosing  a R ussian  scan 
d a l th a t has been h idden for years, is 
con tained  In h e r d ia ry  and  p riva te  cor 
respondence recen tly  discovered by M i
chael F einberg , a clerk in the  law  of
fice of G ardner. S tern  & A nderson of

CONVINCE!» TH E PK O O C R A T on SH E WAS 
T E L L IN G  TH E  TItU T H .

Chicago, a tto rn ey s  for Jam es  Reddick, 
public adm in is tra to r. Most of the  doc
um en ts  and nil of the  d ia ry  a re  in the 
R ussian  language.

T he dial *y a tld- 11 le■tter from lier
m other rot ei w t ! throng!li a go-between
m ore than a \ iear ago show  De Rny-
Ian’s r • Ml fam ily nam e1 to  have 1 mm»:i
Ta let si; y . 1 bu given nam e is not
shown by ;nny of tile di leiimcnts. Tiio
diary nvt*r■S a I»erteil lie i ween the ;roars
1888 and 1S!!2. the  yeat ■ of h e r a rriva l
as  a iv rugi >o in i 'liirago

T he first phase o f her life traced  in 
h e r jo u rn a l, m any pages of w hich in 
d ica te  th a t  she w as a d ru n k ard , a gam 
bler and  a p ro fane  rone, depicts h e r as 
a schoolgirl. H er m other had placed 
h e r In a governm ent school for girls in

Kiev, R ussia, w here the T ale tsky  fa m 
ily home w as situated , and betw een 
th e  ages of fifteen and  six teen  years  
she w as to g raduate . Som ew here 
around this period her mother, who had 
been well to  do before, suddenly ac 
quired 2.19.000 rubles (about $125.0G0 i.

Nicolai discovered the  existence of 
th is  sum and  becam e suspicious con
cern ing  it. In  som e w ay  she found 
th a t it had been settled  on h e r m other 
as tru s tee  by som e m em ber o f the  no
bility. to  be  conserved In the  in te res t 
of Nicolai. This discovery m ade the  
young girl curious as  to the reasons fo r 
th e  settlem en t and  caused he r to  wish 
fo r her fa ther, to  find from  him w hat 
m ystery  surrounded her origin. Nico
lai w rites  o f various in terv iew s w ith  
her m other, in w hich the  la tte r  refused  
to  give inform ation .

As the  tim e of th e  g raduation  from  
th e  g irls’ school drew  n e a r  the  girl con
ceived a Napoleonic schem e to  force 
he r m other to  pay lier a considerable  
sum  o f m oney or a t least to  d ivulge 
the  in form ation  she sought so eagerly, 
or both. She had  her inspiration  in tw o 
s ta tu te s  of R ussia, one m aking  it a 
crim e, pun ishab le  by im prisonm ent, to  
gain  en tran ce  l»y any  m eans fo r a boy 
into a g irls ' school. T he o ther w as th e  
law  regu la ting  com pulsory m ilitary  
service, which m ade it a serious crim e 
to  hide the  sex of a m ale child.

T he com pleteness of de ta il w ith  
w hich the  sixteen-year-old girl set 
abou t to  prove h erself a boy show s 
h e r to have possessed orig inality  and 
Im agination  to  the  poin t of genius. 
No detail w as left uncom pleted. Re- 
fore sln> m ade know n to  any one lier 
purpose she m ade final and convincing 
a rrangem en ts  to  provide fo r evidence 
in case her sex w as questioned.

She had been w atched over from  e a r 
ly childhood by a French  governess, 
Louise Ratone. abou t nine years  iter 
senior. A ffecting to  tak e  he r gov
erness into iter confidence, she said, 
according  to  the d ia ry :

“ Louise, you 've seen me in the  house 
here  posing as a girl, w hen in fac t all 
the  tim e I have I icon a boy. The p u r
pose of my m other in d isguising  me in 
th is  w ay w as to  procure this money 
th a t  has come to  her.”

She convinced Louise of the tru th  of 
h e r sta tem en t, and they en tered  in to  a 
com pact, according to  the  d iary , to  
leave K iev toge ther and en te r on a 
cam paign the  purpose of which should 
be to  force the  m other to  give up  the  
Inform ation and  the  money. Nicolai 
told the  governess site long had boon 
secretly  In love w ith iter and would 
m arry  iter as soon as the  m oney w as 
obtained.

T he p repara tion  for the assum ing  of 
m ale d isgu ise  consum ed ab o u t tw o 
years, and the actual occurrences be
gan to  take place in 1892. I t  w as ap 
paren tly  in IS'.tl th a t I.ouise Ratone, 
afto t tin» tw o girls bad been a t St. P e 
te rsb u rg  a short time, w rote a le tte r to 
the  late M. l ’obodnnostzefif telling  him 
th e  chief facts  of Nicolai's alleged case 
and risking for an in terview .

T he sta tesm an  and churchm an, con
fidential rid viser of the  c/.ar and who 
w as som etim es called the d ic ta to r of 
R ussia, took an in te res t in the  case a t 
once and sum m oned Nicolai to his pa l
ace. Nicolai w ent there  alone and  a t 
the  end of a p riva te  in terv iew  succeed
ed in convincing the p ro cu ra to r th a t  
she was telling  the tru th .

At the instance of th e  procurato r she 
sw ore out a com plaint against, her

m other in the  cou rts  of Odessa. These j 
charges a re  now on record in Odessa. 1 
according to th e  diary . The p rocurato r ' 
w ont to th a t city  him self and advised j 
th e  officials. Mrs. T aletsky  w as ar- , 
reste»!, p rep a ra tio n s  wore m ade for hcr I 
tria l, and  she sought the  advice of one ; 
F lavakoy , an a tto rn ey  of Kiev.

At th is  ju n c tu re  Nicolai saw  th a t dis
cre tion  w as the  b e tte r p a rt of valor 
ami th a t sin- would probably tie landed 
in prison herself if she subm itted  to 
the  m edical exam ination  necessary to 
a form al hearing  o f the case, even 
though she had fooled the  procurator. 
Site had m et in St. P e te rsbu rg  a young 
w om an nam ed i# u ey  Itosdorhney, 
w ith  whom she affected t»> fall in love, 
a s  site did w ith  convincing cleverness 
nearly  every woman she met, and 
whom site courted when I.ouise Ratone 
w as not around. Rotli Nicolai and 

! Louise saw  th a t the " jig  was up." and 
] they abandoned their plans.
' /auo.v, tiie St. P e te rsbu rg  sweet- 
I h eart, ra ise  ! money enough to s ia r t 

Nicolai on her travels, and the  b itter 
tied to F in land, inform ing Zniiey and 
leaving  a le tte r for the procurator, te ll
ing him th a t her filial devotion pre-
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SH E  GOT VERY FR IE N D L Y  W ITH THK 
STEWARDESS.

vented iter a t rue m si m om ent rrom  a*« 
pearing  against her m other; th a t she 
would flee to save the la tte r 's  nam e 
and  honor.

T he case  again st the m other proceed
ed to tria l, and the  p rocura to r was 
chief w itness for the governm ent. 
Louise R atone also appeared. The 
m other’s a tto rney  produced the doctor 
who hail assis ted  a t the  birth  of Nico
lai and tin» Greek C alln lie  priest who 
had christened lier. They both testified 
th a t they positively knew  tha t Nicolai 
was a girl. The p rocurato r llew into a 
rage, l i t1 said lie had ocular evbbcu-e 
The case w as dism issed

M. Pobodonostzeff now found him-- fit 
in an em barrass ing  and delicate p'-si 
tion. H e had stood sponsor for Nim 
lai, personally  supervised the proceed 
ings and sw ore th a t site w as a hoy 
H e w as in the hum iliating  c ln ttm  
Stances of having  to confess lie had

* PERPETRATED BY WALT A\c DOUGALL-
T H E  NEW  GINK & BOOB JU R Y

m
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Norman hupwfll George McGovern. Ira Rjintdexter, Elsie V/anTwitt. Ivon Burba r ic h .
author of The wno pdinted th e  Inventor of the  who wrote When Inventor of artific
Words which shf celebrated spasm, boneless corset the Mock Turtle ial tripe and

” nassrad I sh Bitters” “  1 ** **had Spoke

, Bdron de Exsima. 
composer of 
j rugtime hymns 

und putentee of
t h e  n o i s e l e s s  v io l in

Mocks Me

Sophie Hush. 
Suffragist and 

»^inventor of the self- 
buttoning w aist

ex

*

ipe
iert on Humor

Hiram V  Berry 
humorist and 
promoter of the 
Pickle T rust.

The Original Jury having reported Gink and Booh to be so funny a s to .b e  dangerous 
*° n i  * i.vve selected another bunch of highbrows to whom the whole
m a T t e r  wil b e  r e f e r r e d  These a r e  all live ones a n d  a t  t h e i r  hands this marvelous comic 
senes will receive proper consideration Meanwhile.dont look at any other comic stuft»

WHITE LIES
YOU OONT LOOK

M l  A QAV older * J

T H E  ONES WE HAVE TO T E L L

P U Z Z L E
WHY nas one man all the bless 
inas of Life and another has  
to dive In Pittsburg ? .

THE OUTLET offers an automobile 
for the first correct answer.

Boys burdened with

Geslike Clarence,
»y  or Muriel have 

:ome near-great hut 
boys have stamina 

enough to rise under 
such a burden and suc
ceed in politics or bus
iness in this coun try  .

■M A S T E R  
Y O U *  S I G N 'S  
F A L L E N  D O W N t

BAR

□

r
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OUR WARTIME RELIC

#  I ‘f h
W r m m
w ' W / ' W w

Photo of Miss Sarah Bitts ,
who wrote the poetry that 
maddened both armies 
and reconciled soldiers 
to dying on any old field.

ANSWERS.
To destroy w asps .When 
a  w asp  entera the house 
direct his attention to an 
object on the horizon and 
when his back is tu rned  
Soak him on the bean with 
a  b aseb a ll bdt.Thjs treat 
nient never fails if  you 
a re  quicK  en o u g h

been fooled. The story was husimil up 
quickly , but t ’.io secret police of Russia 
wore placed on the tra il of the  fleeing 
girl, ami they  tried  for years  to track 
her. In lie:1 d iary  she intim ated her 
conviction that it would have gu te  
hard  w ith I ; » r if they had call gilt her 
am! taken h er  t,a» k t»' Russia, and all 
th rough  til»» rem arkable  doeum eut 
th e re  is a:; undercurrent of fear of a r 
rest.

She live 1 :i short tim e in Finland, 
and  then, with the rem ainder o f Zn 
uev’s money, sin* tied to A ntw erp a fte r 
chang ing  lea- name t»> Nicolai K onstan 
tinev itch .

A t Antwerp, Nicolai met a banker 
nam ed Gitteus. wlu> gave iter money 
and  a le tte r of lntroiluetion to  a banker 
nam ed W i ls o n  in W orcester. Mass.

She became extrem ely friendly w ith 
the  stew ardess >>f the liner on which 
she cam e t»> New York. The cap tain  
o f th e  ship grew in terested  in his 
s tran g e  passenger and becam e su s 
picious of Nicolai's sex. l ie  had many 
a quarrel w ith the s tew ardess for 
m ain tain ing  Nicolai w as a m an. F i
nally he nta»le a bet of tin francs  w ith 
th e  stew ardess, the  te st to be m ade 
by file captain, lie  interview eil Nico
lai privately  an»l then sought ou t a t 
once the  stew ardess and paid the  w a 
ger, adm itting  lie had lost.

A rrived in W orcester, Nicolai talked  
th ings  over w ith Wilson, the  banker, 
and decided she h.ul best go to  Chi
cago. Mr. W ilson gave lier a le tte r of 
Introduction to a French grocer w hose 
nam e is blurred in the  diary.

H ere  the strange d iary  ends. Nicolai 
eventually  beta me secre ta ry  to the  
R ussian consul general in Chicago, 
holding the position for th irteen  years, 
until, overcome by tUÎK'ivulosis, she 
w ent to Arizona. There upon her d eath  
the undertaker discovered her true  sex.

BABY SAILS IN SKY.

AUTO FOR HIRE
We get you there and back, any time, anywhere 

The best 7-Passenger, 50 H. P. Car in the city

J o y  R id ing  a  S p e c ia lty
/  ’PHONE 26 Office:
5» Day or Night ELK HOTEL

PHILLIP DRAZIGH, Prop.

Carried Out Over Ocean by Bunch of 
Toy Balloons.

W ith a huge stack of toy balloons 
tied to lier w aist, M inna Moody, tw o 
years  old, daughter of J. II. Moody of 
Waco, Tex , w as carried  out over the 
sea from the veranda of a hotel a t 
Roekport and only rescued by George 
M ttnafee of D enver exploding enough 
of tiie balloons w ith bullets to  perm it 
an easy  descent. Tiie to t cam e down 
St. Joseph 's  island, ha lf a mile nwuy.

The Moodys w ent to  Roch port recen t
ly on n vacation. Mrs. Moody w as 
w ith her daugh te r on tiie veranda 
when a peddler cam e up w ith tiie ba l
loons. Minna clasped lier hands In d e 
light, mid when she w as seated lu lier 
m other’s 1mp the man (led the bundle 
around lier w aist. “Oh, w hat fun. 
M inna!” said Mrs. Moody, p u ttin g  the 
child on the door. M inna tried  to lake  
a step  forward, but almost instantly  
slie w as caught off lier feet by tiie 
s tra in ing  of tin* balloons, which, d r iv 
en by a fresh breeze, headed stra igh t 
for the sea Mrs. Moody and the  pod-
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PRAYING, TEAMING
A N D J O B  W ORK
Phone No. 9 Office with Degnan & Bruckert

ROUNDUP MONTANA

Orte of the many buddings put up by us in Roundup. Plans and Estimates cheerfully furnished

J .  H .  G R A N T G e n e r a l
C ontractor

\ve

a

R O U N D U P , M O N T A N A

____ fF IR S T  S T R E E T  E A S T
i l f l l C 0 S < Hit .feiitfvolil tt* H o ro n so n

f I’.I.'k U-un I Hi H lio u
Day and Night Service

W . C .  H O W A R D  
H&cK L in e

| H O N E  N o .  5 1 .

All calls answered promptly R o u n d u p , Mont.

FOR MEALS LIKE MOTHER USED TO MAKE
-G O  TO

The St. Paul Dining Room
Mrs. Theo. Schmitz, Prop.

M eal  T i c k e t s  21 M ea ls  fo r  $5 .50

OPPOSITE C. M. & St. P. DEPOT. ROUNDUP. MONT

HK KXPLOD EU SIX liALLOONS.

tiler were so overcome with astonish 
m ent th a t they did not m ake a move 
until the child was beyond reach.

The scream s of tiie m other a ttra c ted  
the  atten tion  of many hundreds of p e r
sons, bu t nothing was done to save 
tiie little one until M unafee followed 
her in a launch. She was alm ost a 
quarter o f u mile from land and fifty 
feet in the  a ir  when M unafee began 
shooting w ith  a rifle. He shot s tra ig h t 
to tiie m ark  and had exploded six Gal
loons w hen M inna began to sink dow n
w ard A nother shot increased her speed, 
and, w afted  by the  wind, she w as car 
riod to the  beach of the island, where 
she was dropped as lightly as a fea th 
er. Tite child w as crowing and laugh 
Ing when placed again in her m other’s 
arms. Mrs. Moody and four o ther wo
men fa in ted  from excitem ent when 
M unafee began shooting, hut they re 
covered quickly to join in rejoicing a t 
M inna’s escape.

Baby Falls Five S to r i e s ,  but Isn't Hurt.
Though only tw enty  m onths old. Sn- 

raflnia Sandreltu  of Now York city 
recently broke a world’s record. She 
fell five stories and landed in the a r m s  
of a wom an w ho had not seen her com
ing, escaping  w ithout so m uch as a 
scratch. Mrs. Sandreila left her baby 
in a cradle, which bad been d raw n 
close to  a fron t window of tiie S -n  
drella hom e on tiie fifth floor of tiie 
tenem ent a t  28 f'b rystio  s treet. Ju m p 
ing up and  down for several m inutes, 
the youngster final!;.’ plunged thron ■-■1 
the window.

“ Polly Wants ]
a Cracker” j

I hat s the same old song d 

you ve been singing ever 1 
since you were hatched a j 
hundred years ago. !

What You Want is 4

Crackers and Cheese ]
J  and here is the proper place to get them. Fresh crackers and i
4 cheese well cured can always be had from this store’s stock. a

! Fresh Groceries Daily »

; H. E. MARSHALL]

RECORD W A N T ADS l c  the Word


