
::,anta Barbara, Calif. 
News Press 

(Cir. D. 44,760) 

~~ ~ 
~~.:~Cc2

8
3 :7~ 

Four 
being 

California 

s ripped 
physicians 

of licenses 
By Bob Egelko 

SACRAMENTO IA'! - Four 
docton, including one of Cali­
fornia's major practitioners of 
sex-cbange surgery, are being 
stripped of their licenses by the 
state. 

But a lawyer for plastic sur­
geon John R. Brown called 
Brown a "pioneer" in the field 
of trannexual surgery and said 
an attempt would be made in 
court to block revocation of his 
licenle. 

Richard Spohn, director of 
the state Department of Con­
sumer Affairs. announced the 
revocations yesterday and de­
clared that the year-old Board 
of Medical Quality Assurance, 
part of his department, has 
Increased the state's vigilance 
against Incompetent doctors. 

"The new medical board is 
aareaively rooting out the bad 
cooklel," Spohn said, noting 
tbat tbe board included some 
non-doctors. 

Department spokesman Ver­
non Leeper said Spohn plans to 
ask the Legislature next month 
for the power of immediate sus­
pension in extreme cases, 
rather than letting a doctor con­
tinue to practice for a year 
while revocation proceedings 
are pending. 

Leeper said that out of more 
than 200 disciplinary cases this 
year, about 20 California doc­
ton WIii iose their licenses, an 
iilcreue over previous years. 

Tbe four doctors whose li­
cenaes wlll be revoked on dif­
ferent days next month are: 

-Brown, wbo bu practiced 
in San FrancllCO and now bu 
an office In Loi 4qeles. The 
board said be had failed to COD• 

duct proper physical and psy­
chological screening of patients 
for the operation and had not 
arranged for proper post-opera­
tive care. 

-Patrick Orrock of Brea. 
The board said his license was 
suspended this year after im­
proper treatement of a heart at­
tack victim who died, but he 
moved to Riverside and con­
tinued to practice. 

-Seymour M. Solomon of San 
Francisco. The department 
said he had pleaded no contest 
to possessing heroin and llad 
written three fraudulent pre­
scriptions for money to support 
a heroin habit. 

-Raphael Haley of La 
Puente. The department said he 
had been convicted of lewd con­
duct and failed to meet the 
terms of his probation. 

Brown's case was document• 

ered the Stanford standards 
needlessly restrictive. He said 
Brown had performed about 250 
transsexual operations in the 
last several years, compared to 
only a few a year at Stanford. 

"He is a pioneer in that 
field," Laven said. "Transsex­
uals are crying for help. 
They're lost souls. Some don't 
want to live if they can't get his 
operation." 

Laven said there would be an 
attempt to block Brown's li­
cenae revocation in court be­
fore It took effect Jan. 22. 

He noted that Paul Doyle, the 
Itate administrative judp in 
the case, said it appeared 
Brown "has something of value 
to offer" as a sex-change sur-
8eclll If his license wasn't re­
•<1ked. 

ed by the board in a 13-page 
complaint that detailed several 
cases of patients who developed ' 
serious complications after 
transsexual surgery. 

The complaint also said 
Brown had allowed an unli­
censed person to act as a doctor 
and to promote Brown's prac­
tice at parties to which tran • 
sexuals were invited. 

The board said Brown sent 
would-be patients to a psychal­
trist for an hour or two, then 
reserved the right to override 
their recommendation on 
whether to operate. By con­
trast, Stanfo.!2,_J,!.niversity's 
hospital, a major center of 
transsexual surgery, requires a 
two-year waiting period and ex­
tensive physical and psycholo­
&1cal testin&, the board said. 

But Brown's lawyer, ,,__ 
----------~~-lln Laven, •Id 


