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mm female start out the same in the

Amlly we all begin as women. Up umtil
 there’s no differentiation. Both sex
qre present to be developed,” said
¢ M. Fisk of Stanford University.
ae programmed genetically to' be a
m substances are elaborated and
llhdtparts atrophy and the male parts
nn ﬂdlvelop and you’re a boy.
“Now if there’s any error in that pro-
1t can result in all of these prob-
of gmder disorder, boys who are girls in
m mpect but their sex organs, and vice

i'nm's the extreme, the classic ‘trans-

sexual” who “knows” almost from birth he/

she is the wrong anatomical sex. There are
ons all along the way, from birth, and
n there are the things that happen psy-

m when the parents get hold of the

| %IN THE DEVELOPMENT of somebody’s

sex there are four steps. Three steps take
M ‘before you’re born, and one step after-
ur mother and father look
g you and dress you,” ex-
d R. Laub, head of Stan-
peorientation” program.

‘ were given hormone shots before. their
spects of the program is to

How do gender-onenta'tion problems de-
velop? How large a role does ‘“‘sex change”
surgery play in solving these problems.
These are some of the questions discussed
by Doctors Donald R. Laub and Norman
M. Fisk, of Stanford University’s “gender'-
reorientation” program in this second of
two articles.

Nobody knows how the mistake is nhade
when it happens in the womb. But a hormone
imbalance is suspected.

“We don’t think it’s a chromosomal or ge-
netic problem,” Dr. Fisk said.

Dr. Fisk participated in expenments with
animals to determine if tiny shots of female
hormones before birth would affect the' male
offspring. They, did.

“In animals it’s unequivocal. You can bm
using hormones prenatally change behqvlof

!
|

along gender lines. There is such a thing as a
female brain and a male brain in the anim
world,” he said. )
It’s unethical to experiment with hu
but there has been evidence to confirm it,
with a group of boys now 20 whose mothe

DR. LAUB, A SURGEON, and Dr. Fisk, & =

psychiatrist, agree that parental influence on
the very young child has a lot to do with
whether the child has problems in his own
mind about just what sex he is.

“There are children who have been mis-
assigned at birth. They have ambiguous gen-
italia. The parents are told, say, ‘Here’s your
baby. It's a boy.” But it’s really a girl. They

* raise that child as a boy and beyond 3 or 4

that can’t be reversed,” Dr. Fisk said. “No
matter what the chromosomes or hormones
al.e."

Dr. Laub said such a child may eventually
wind up seeking help and an operation to set
things straight.

“That child programmed to be a female
may be discouraged by his parents. They may
resist if they see the boy -putting on girls’
clothes, trying on his mother’s wigs, playing
with dolls and not liking to do rough-and-
tumble sports,” Dr. Laub said.

“The kid may be forced to be a male until
maybe he goes away from home in the
middle of high school. That developing htiman
may have tremendous frustrations going on.”

DR. LAUB NOTED that a Los Angeles
child psychiatrist, Dr. Richard Green of
UCLA, has identified gender-problem symp-

toms in children under 4 and believes they
are treatable up to age 8, Jos i

or later.
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be reversed,” Dr. Laub said. “When we get

them at age 20 it’s irreversible, g

“Dr. Green tells physicians that when
Mother tells them little Jimmy keeps wearing
her wigs, don’t say this is only a stage the kid
will go through. Rather, this is a pm. a
very, very serious one.

“When the child goes to school u‘ the
others call him a sissy, a girl, that isn’t cur-
ing him. That’s reinforcing his problem. If all
the kid hears all day is ‘You're a girl, you're
a girl,’ he’s going to begin to act thatway and

' think of himself that way.”

THE OUTWARD MANIFESTATIONS of
sex-role problems may not show up for years.
ere may also be harmiess episodes or
odes that appear harmless that can uﬁ' a
hole new existence.
|* “I think an example of the mildest m of
(fnder dysphoria is the guy who pﬂl on a
male costume, joins the chorus line and
| does the can-can at the annual clubﬂw for

linstance. He puts on lipstick and what have

ou and that’s all he does. It’s a once a year
ing. It’s fun for him and he’d never uat

. treatment,” Dr. Fisk said.

But some try it and find they like ll:.. ‘lw
much But with severe gender pn
“cross dressing” always comesinto if
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'Qbeamanwhohasbeenahu'lll] "!mhﬂ&-
Always in trouble, in school, in ser-
ce, everywhere. Hebegmstocross-chuf
'&ﬂmtﬁmeinhlslifebegmstonh'
ceptance. People start to defer to him.
¢ start to happen to him as a girl
ﬂﬁteoomesterriblyoompemng“ e

TEVER THE CAUSE of the role
ﬂle problem can be severe, some- |
livating people to seek surgery.

"'ﬁ Christine Jorgensen story gave some

%i the idea that an individual could walk
llupitalasamaleandleaveasaﬁs >

Maical passability is vei"°y immrtam.

. “That doesn’t mean you have to be bea\l-
But it does mean you have to be abie to
into a restroom without being ques-
”” he said. “Unfortunately in some
ises we have to dissuade people if they can’t
e helped by cosmetic surgery.”
DR. LAUB EXPLAINED why the rehabili-
fation program came about.

' “Some patients may come in as a beautiful

".i“‘!ﬂ'lnomense”saidDr Fisk. .
: it accepted as a viable candidate br
y, nobody, but nebody gets an oper-

in less than a year, and often much
f at all.

‘h-between time is used in a
mmaﬂon program, learning how to
 suceessfully as a member of the opposite -

v hing from grooming and voca g §

r g 0 living-in with a sful i
pe: tive “graduate,” to pick up ﬂpﬂm o

along. )

{ is the carrot that makes |
--)lnp through hoops in the
fam,” said Dr. Laub. “It also |

.n.llllhasadt)pted hil
; miofawomm.kp;

male Canyou
M”hesald

‘ﬂﬁ problem arises when a woodcufter 4

hk‘it?'l‘here’s no

mbntmthe
ﬁselpthemwith
oI Nw
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e0n removes thepenlsandconsnﬂln
‘fs:-cfgﬁmalvagmoutomeﬁssuemu.
In the opposite procedure, he uses stomach
ﬂeshtobuﬂdapenls.whichhnsnom
except cosmetic and psychological. ‘
Atﬁrsttheappucantsmnstolm
for

house” live-in with a patient who has
operated on.

A lawyer helps with a change of
birth certificate and other documents.

All along, the patient is getting horm
perhaps electrolysis to remove unwanted
hair, and other treatments. o

Most im rtant, he/she must prove a suc-
cess, ﬁnanl:n)ally and socially, in cross-living
the life of the opposite sex, all leadinghb
the demanded surgery. .

males. Now the figures are closer to 1
females feel more secure about
help.

rehabilitation program plus surgery.
‘gh;bllltaﬁon gets them situated in life, in a

+jeb, with some general happiness and success | '
_ and surgery merely confirms it.” '




