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A QUEER NATION GLOSSARY 

Focus Groups of 
Queer Nat1o,VSan Francisco 

ASWT-Anists Slaang Uooer 
Tyranny ASLUT acts on issues 

arouoo censorship, puts together 
graph1csforgroupmatenals,and 

holds an pan1es beforn 
demonstrations 

DORIS SOUASI/-Oefend1ng Our 
Rights In the Streets, Super 

Queers United Against Savage 
Heterosexuals. OQAIS SQUASH 

organizes self-defense 
wo~shops, antwiolence 

mateg1es. aoo operates as 
autonomous street patrols 

GHOST-Grand Homosexual 
Organization To Stop 

Televangelists GHOST focuses 
on combatt1ng the intended 
invasion of San Frar£1Sc0 by 

IO.IXXlevangel1call)'ayer 
warriors. coming for Halloween 

topurifySanFranc1scoofthe 
spirit of sin. GHOST is organizing 

counterdemonstra110f1/act1on 

HI MOM-Homosexual 
Ideological Mobilizat,on Against 
the M1 1tary. HI MOM focuses on 
changing attitudes/policies of the 

0 
federal Oefense Oepanment 

C towardgaymenaoolesb1ans 
-t 

b LABIA-lesb1ansand81sexuals 
0 ,n Act10n. lABIA 1s an 
;,; 

autonomous group of women ~ , who plan visib1l1ty actions for i lesbian aoo bisexual women to 

~ counter dyke-phobia aod b1-
phobia as well as general 

misogyny 

QUEER PIANET-Plans actions 
arouoo 1nterna110nal queer issues 
aswe, asmterna11onaloutreach 

14 
QUEER STA IF-Plans actions 

arouoo state laws and amtudes 
toward queers 

OUfSHlueers l,ooertak1ng 
Exquisite aoo Symbolic 

Transformation. QUEST is a 
queer academic discussion groop 
aoo 1deolog 11 spa" ,g ground 

SHOP-Suournan Homosexual 
Outreach Program. SHOP focuses 
on mal vis1b1 'l'V actions It also 

does outreach •o suJJrOan 
queers 

UNITED COlORs--Focuses on 
~sues aoo expenences of queers 

JI color Its tactcs are large~ 
edocat101al 

WELCOME WAGON-Does 
w!iatever1twants,but•ocuses 
large1y on daytime vis1b1hty in 

Sanfranc1sco. 

~ attention to marginaliJed mino1 ities, and majorit, rule, 11ith 
~ ill eflicienq in getting things done, tensions between taking 

sharp!\ defined political positions and establishing an open 
forum for imaginati1e tactics and free discus.sion. Queer Nationals are 
torn bet11ecn affirming a new idcntit,- "I am queer-and rejecting re
stricti1e identities-"! reject rour categories," between rejcc1ing a,.,imi
lation-"I don't need ,our apprmal,just get out of m, facc"-and 11,n11-
ing to be recogniml b1 mainstream S<Kiet,-"\\'e quee1 s are gonna get 
in rnurface." 

Queer nationalism's actions pla, on the politics of cultural sub,ersion: 
theatrical demonstrations, infilmuiom of shopping malls and straight 
bars, kis1-ins and be-ins. Rather than a strategic politics that conlronL1 
po11erful institutions direnh or uses lobb1ing and elcnornl rnmpaign1 to 
bring abont change, Queer :-iation takes LO the street 11eaiing "QLEFR" 
stickers and badge, on their jackcll, fighting to keep queer twi' ~tlc from 
ba1hing,,. At times, tile\ look like queer urban 1trcct gangs. 

Thesc queers arc construning a ne11 culture b) combining elemenl\ 
that usuall) don't go together. The, ma, be the li1)t 11a1e of aCLil'iSL\ to 
embrace tlw retroli11ure:classic contemporary s11lrs of postmod
ernism. The, arc building their own identit, from old and nc11 elc
menL1-borrowing 111 lei and tactin from popular rnhurc, communities 
of color, hippies, AIDS acti1isL1, the antinuclear mmcmem, \Ill, femi
nists, and earl, gm lib<'rationisLs. Their new wlturc is slick, quick. anar
chic. Lramgn.·,~i\l·, ironic Thn <lit' dtacl ~:riou,. hut tht~ also juM \,an
na halt' fun. If the, manage not to him, up in contradinion or get 
bogged clown in process, till'\ ma, lead the '"" into ne11 forms ol ac
ti,ism fnr the 1990,. 

QUEER 
Interviews by 
Steve Casson 

JUSTIN BOND 

I think the power that Queer Nation 
has is 1n the name because it's so 
inclusive. But even m its first month, 
so many people m Queer Nation real
ly worked their fucking asses off to 
be exclusive. When they begin to 
exclude people they lose their 
power. I find that there are a lot of 
people within the queer movement 

who are really intent on defmmg for 
other people what they are and that's 
the same fucking bullshit we've got
ten from the straight population. It's 

.. PAGE\6 
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transmitted, with or without the name. At 
Wesleyan, in the middle of Connecticut, 
Queer Nation's strategies for dealing with 
homophobia and invisibility are put to work 
on campus, where queers holding Nights Out 
at fraternity parties have changed straight stu
dents' awareness and queer students' visibility. 
At the University of Texas-Austin, students 
organized QUEERS to promote gay and le£
bian visibility on campus. The group OUT
RAGE in London organizes around the same 
things. It's time. 

3 
Queer Nation/SF is as angry as it is funny. It i 
only as good as its strategies, which are simple 
ones, open to ereryone. Distinctions are con
tinually made between bluffs and tlll'eats. The 
group's sticker arsenal is considerable. Stickers 
often carry warnings--"Homophobia may be 
hazardous to your health." Nonviolence is 
practiced but conditional-something left out 
of the group's statement of purpose because 
people thought there would be less respect for 
the group's campaigns if nonviolence were 
specified. 

"And what if we want to be violent?" said 
one member. 

All Queer Nation/SF requires for membership 
is that you are a queer and you show up: stand 
up and be counted, in the street, in a bar, in 
the suburbs, in places of worship and places of 
legislation. Stand, fight, shout, laugh. Safety in 
numbers and in laughter are tl1e strategies. 

Queer Nation/SF's second action was a Ile-[n. 
People gathered at Pier 39 in San Francisco, 
fae1ies played drums, and a circle of men and 
a circle of women played spin-the-bottle. 
Tourists began taking photographs. Three 
hundred queers made their way onto Pier 39 
and strolled past secmity guards, demanding 
to see a leader. They surrounded tl1e carousel 
and everyone stayed until everyone had rid
den. Bo)~ in slips and sundresses, women in 
leather and bras, long hair, shared heads, 
pierced eyebrows and lips. 

A woman approached my f1iend John. 
"Can you get everyone here to sing 'We are 

the world'?" 
"No," he said. 
"Wh)not?" 
"Because it's a lie, because this is our 

march, and because you 're straight." 
"How do you know I'm su.ight?" 
"!just do." 
"Gay people have a responsibility to edu

cate straights. How else are we going to 

,.. completely the antithesis of 
what we're fighting for: You can be 
gay but only if you're gay in a 
way that is not threatening us. 
Well, I'm sorry, I am threatening
you're fucked up, not me. There's 
room for everyone. And that's what I 
hope will happen with Queer Nation. 
Right now everyone's there, but it's 
awfully uncomfortable, and I hope 
that trend doesn't continue. 

MIGUEL GUTIERREZ 
Queerness means nonassimilationist 
to me, but even so, there is a sense 
of conforming to being queer. It's still 
a privileged thing to be queer. I don't 
feel it's inclusive-there are race 

and class issues around this. There 
are people who cannot afford to be 
nonassimilationist. they are fighting 
just to live and eat. As an employed, 
somewhat educated person I can 
imagine not identifying with the 
white gay male movement 

see Newsweek's article on "To
day's Youth," with its token white gay 
boy who's decided that he's not into 
promiscuity, wants a husband, kids, a 
house, and I know that I'm not repre
sented by him, and that I don't identi
fy with his priorities. In that sense, I 
am queer. 

JASON BISHOP 
I don't identify with the older genera
tion of lesbian and gay men. Very 
cushy-brunch on Sunday and 
credit-card shopping all week long. 
I'm not a part of that all and never 
have been. Queer is much more in
clusive of my family. I know gay men 

I worry that being queer right now 
is more about nose-rings than about 
how you feel about yourself. Then I 



This content downloaded from 
��������������24.218.58.7 on Sun, 24 Apr 2022 23:19:38 UTC�������������� 

All use subject to https://about.jstor.org/terms

learn?" 
"Learn what? How lo be queer? We have 

no responsibility lo you; only to each other. 
We're just here." 

It was a confrontation at once bizarre and ~pi
ca!. Q11eeris not so much a dreaded epithet as a 
secret password now. Those it describes are in, 
those it doesn't are out. At Crazy Nanny's, a 
lesbian bar in New York, a male friend was 
interrogated b1 the bouncer on the names of 
several gav porn stars before he could gain 
admission. "You better be a queer bo1," the 
bouncer muttered. At the end of a recent 
Queer :,,;ation meeting in San Francisco, a car 
passed the front of the building and the pas
sengers shouted "Die, faggots!" Someone 
blocked the car witl1 his 01m car and another 
stopped the passengers by jumping in front of 
them. We are developing our own rules of 
thumb. Thev are about safet, and presence 
and boundaries. 

4 
It is a matter of language and a war of words. 

It is also a name game. These are Queer 
Nation SF's focus groups al this time: 
Suburban Homosexual Outreach Program 

(SHOP), Lesbians And Bisexuals In Action 
(LABIA). Defending Our Rights In the Street;, 
Super Queers United Against Savage 
Heterosexuals (DORIS SQUASH), 
Homosexual Ideological Mobilization against 
the ~tilitary (HI ~10M), Artists Sla1ing Cnder 
Tyranny (ASL CT), Grand Homosexual 
Organization to Stop Televangelists 
(GHOST), Queers Undertaking Exquisite and 
ymbolic Transformation (QCEST), Cnited 

Colors Of Queer :'\alion, Queer Planet. Queer 
State, Welcome \\'agon. These are names that 
recall the gloriotts treet T ransmlite Acti,i,ts 
Revolution (STAR) and reaffirm that there 
11ill alwa1> be su·eet queers. 

The operant dream is of a communi~ united 
in diversity, queerly ourselves. The reality 
works out okav so far. At the last meeting I 
attended, in a room of one hundred twenn 
people, thirtHwo 11ere 11omen. People of 
color 11ere a strong presence, 11ith tl1irt1 heacb 
counted. The age range 11.; from seventeen to 
sixty-three and the mood wa good. At the 
break, there 11a; a fi1·e-minute meeting for 
newcomers. It was led b1 ~liguel Gutierre, and 
Jennifer, 11ho took great care LO explain that 
e1·enone 11-a.s 11elcome under the word qum: 

One man asked ho11 old tl1e group Ci' r1u I 9 

who are my age who don't want any
thing to do with AIDS activism, don't 
want to know about HIV, don't want 
to know transsexuals, transvestites. 
It's not part of their world and it's not 
accepted. And frankly, I wouldn't 
want to be part of their society 

REBECCA HENSLER 

A lot of what the "queer generation· 

is arguing for is the same stuff that 
was being fought for by gay libera· 
tion. So it's not "lesbian/gay" vs. 
"queer." It's liberatiomst vs. assimi
lationist It's not that there are young 
queers and older lesbians and gays. 
Younger queers are following in the 
footsteps, and a lot of them don't 
know they're following, and I think 
they should learn their own history. 
The reason we don't know our own 

history is that our history isn't taught 
to us in school. A lot of what I see 
from older lesbians, especially to
ward bisexuals and women who 
don't go by the,r rules. is, "You don't 
see how important all the fighting we 
did was.· Well, if they're willing to 
put up with us for a little while and 
talk to us, if that communication 
starts, we can learn. And there's so 
much to learn about our history that's 
invisible to us now. I see myself as 
trying to learn from them, but rt has 
to go both ways. 

PEGGY SUE 
I think we have much more free-

17 
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IABIA [Lesbians and Bisexuals In 
Association, the women's caucus of 
Queer Nafforv'San Francisco} hand
ed out the following excerpted 
questionnaire during one of their 
street actions, "Girls' Night Out" 
which took place in September 
1990 outside Pacific Heights hetero
sexual watering hole!r-

HETEROSEXUAL QUESTIONNAIRE 

1. What do you think caused 
your heterosexuality? 2. When 
and how did you first decide 
you were a heterosexual? 3. ls 
it possible that your heterosex
uality is just a phase that you 
will grow out of? 4. Is it possi
ble that your heterosexuality 
sterns from a neurotic fear of 
people of the same sex? 
Maybe you just need a positive 
gay experience? 5. Heterosex
uals have histories of failures 
in gay relationships. Do you 
think you may have turned het
erosexual out of fear of rejec
tion? 6. If you never slept with 
a person of the same sex, how 
do you know you wouldn't pre
fer thatl 7. If heterosexuality is 
normal, why are disproportion
ate numbers of mental patients 
heterosexuall 8. To whom 

~ have you disclosed your het-
, erosexual tendencies? How 

did they react? 9. Your hetero
ll sexuality doesn't offend me as 
5 long as you leave me alone, 
iii but why do so many hetero-
i sexuals try to seduce others 

into that orientation? 10. If you 
should choose to nurture chil
dren, would you want them to 
be heterosexual, knowing the 
problems they would face? 

dom to do what we want to do if we 
use queer to describe ourselves 
vs. gay or lesbian. Because already 
the movement is still-what? 20 
years old?-and there's already 
the established gays and lesbians 
like the Harvey Milk Club and the 
Quilt people. It's very establish
ment. Queer implies to me, new 
and nonestablishment and differ
ent, nonassimilationist. They want 
to work from within and I just want 
to crash in from the outside and 
say "Hey! Hello, I'm queer. I can 
make out with my girlfriend. Ha Ha. 
Live with it. Deal with it. Out of my 

way." That kind of stuff. I favor the 
direct approach. 

As far as being in opposition to 
lesbian feminism-No. It's just a dif
ferent time. I'm coming out in a 

completely different world where I 
have more freedom in certain areas 
than women did fifteen years ago 
and less freedom in some areas. 

The problem I have with older les
bians is they really hate me for the 
way I express myself through how I 
dress and I behave. Other lesbians 
are really angry that I have such a 
camaraderie with men. They tell me 
I'm objectifying myself. They need 
to get over it. Fuck em. They don't 
understand that the gay and lesbian 
movement, the queer movement, 
the dyke movement is about doing 
what feels right to you without 
catching any flak ever. 

INGRID NELSON 
I've always called myself a ,..PAGE 20 
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WQENAS 
UEER 

NA NALS 
Maria Maggenti 

When Karl calls me to imite me to the first 
meeting of a new group deroted to gay and 
lesbian acti1ism, I am so excited I can hard~ 

stand it. Yippee! A new group, lots of old AIDS 
acti1ist pals, and only ga) and lesbian issues on 
the agenda. I sit in a circle 11ith sixty other 
curious people, most of them men I alreadv 
know with a handful of women I also already 
know. This mav be it, I think when I sit dmm, 

this may be the birth of the Queer :-:ation. 

I came to that meeting as a lesbian AIDS 
acti,ist 11ith a political education del'eloped 
in the academ1, refined through theorv, and 

hashed out dramaticall) in the usually 
hushed hallways ofa women's hy League col
lege. Those politics were refashioned, aban

doned, polished, and reclaimed in the sweaty 
rough-and-tumble of the emerging AIDS 
acti,ist mol'ement of the late I 980s. Perhaps 
it was simply my decreasing lel'el of energy 

and tolerance for the gritty work of direct 
action-the man) arguments to refine a sim

ple idea, the desperate attempts to apportion 
tasks equallv, the delicate diplomacv required 
1,ith more inexperienced or ignorant mem

bers of the group-but I am coming to 

beliel'e that what I sensed on some ,isceral 
level during that first night was instead a kind 
of lesbian existential dread. That, in fact, the 
map of the new queer nation would hal'e a 
male face and that mine and those of my 

man) colored sisters would simply be back
ground material. We would be the demo
graphic cosmetics, as it were, to assuage and 

complement the deeply imbedded prejudices 
and unselfconscious omissions of so many 

urgent and angry young men. 
I beliered, like many women before me, 

that 11ith hard work, enthusiasm, knowledge, 
and skill, not to mention sheer force of per
sonality, I would somehow be exempted from 

my status as girl, outsider, woman, bitch, cunt, 
other. I nursed this fantasy of my integral place 
in the burgeoning queer nation as a 11-ay to 

forestall my own consciousness that, in fact, it 
is near impossible to cross the million
year-old canyons that make men, men, and 
women, women. I al'oided my mm late-night 
questions about what it means to be a lesbian 

in a gay male uni,erse and preferred to 

say "I'm queer." That's the on~ term 
that matters-I'm a sexual minority, 
I'm not straight, and my relation
ships are not legitimized by the 
straight world. I'm an outsider, I'm 
queer; I'm different 

more on the level of accepting any
one who shows up than on the 
level of understanding differences 
and understanding why people 
wouldn't show up or not want to be 
a part of things. 

lesbian or a dyke. But late~ there's a 
purist movement to define lesbian
ism in a negative way-to say that 
lesbians are women who don't sleep 
with men and if you do sleep with 
men, you're not a lesbian. That 1s not 
what being a lesbian is about for me, 
and if that's what's being perceived 
when I say I'm a lesbian, that's not 
what I mean by it So, I just want to 

LAURA THOMAS 
I'm not quite sure what the political 
priorities of the queer movement 
are, other than some sort of 
we're-here-we're-queer iden
tity and putting ourselves out there 
I don't see the queer movement as 
being organized to do anything 
beyond issues of anti-assimilation 
and bemg who we want to be. It's 

There's not a lot of sophisticated 
political analysis and understanding 
about racism and class1sm and sex
ism and how they affect any political 
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believe in the united colors of the Queer 
Nation. But the fact that I coitld not seem to 
remember when the meetings were or who to 
call to find out bespoke my increasing sense of 
ambivalence. Soon it became apparent that I 
could not join, I could not participate, I could 
not sit again in a room filled most!, 111th men 
and stand up confidently to argue for or 
against a specific proposal. Shameful as it felt 
to admit it, it is as tl1ough my heart had folded 
01er, the wa1 it does at the end of a relation
ship, and I wished only to retreat from the 
front lines. How conl'enient that at this same 
time I began an affair 1,ith a woman whose 
participation in the political scene was limited 
compared to mine. She had been flexing her 

social and emotional muscles at the lesbian 
bars while I was at committee meetings until 
two a.m. arguing sentence b) sentence for the 
right text for a fact sheet due at the printer the 
next morning. I en\ied her apparent freedom, 
for to me, she seemed to be searching for the 
queer nation in the more knowable universe 
of dykes whereas I had been attempting to 
swim upstream in a river of gay men. 

As the I 980, began to congeal and created a 
deeply distraught social fabric, far more tor
mented at its underside than its surface, it 
became more and more difficult to imagine a 
lesbian nation. The possibilities eemed to 
hal'e been reduced to 1980s polarities-

movement. I perceive the queer 
movement as willing to deal with 
these things, but not going out of its 
way to deal with them. 

and there are those similarities we 
all have-being marginalized as a 
Black person. 

where I've been doing it for so long 
that I'm tired of fighting with people 
who are supposed to be on my side, 
people who should get it and don't 
But on the other hand, I see working 
in groups that are coalescing with 
all different kinds of people together 
is the on~ real chance we all have 
as gays, lesbians, people of color, 
women. I do wonder personally how 
much more energy I can put into it 
because men who don't get their 
sexism and white people who don't 
get their racism are very dangerous 
to me. And how effective can I be in 
an organization where I do not feel 

ADELE MORRISON 

Queer is not an "instead of," it's an 
"inclusive of." I'd never want to lose 
the terms that specifically identify 
me. It's like the whole issue of "peo
ple of color· - well, yeah, there are 
people of color, but I am a Black per
son or African-American, depending 
on who you talk to. Yes, I am part of 
the community of people of color too, 

Working in a very mixed or inte
grated group is a positive sort of 
thing. You have to come to coalition 
or you're just going to end up killing 
each other. I believe that's true. At 
the same time, I've come to a point 

21 



This content downloaded from 
��������������24.218.58.7 on Sun, 24 Apr 2022 23:19:38 UTC�������������� 

All use subject to https://about.jstor.org/terms

22 

extreme marginalization as an anachronistic 
uf>-1ours to the white male power structure or 
a sheepish but almost relieved dash for nor
malcy and assimilation through material and 
professional success, the consolidation of les
bian identity through monogamous coupling, 
joint property as an expression of mutual pur
pose in the world, and, increasingly in the lat
ter half of the decade, a burgeoning move
ment toward lesbian parenting. 

The lesbian nation could thus then be 
pictured as a !ming female couple 111th a child, 
a dog, a house, and a Honda, or as a 
Wanderground of wimmin all read~ng them
selves for the Amazonian apocalypse. But 
though it seemed that way on the surface, in 
fact it was far more creative and undefinable. 
Raw, contradictory energies and identities con
sumed the lesbians I met in New York at the 
exact halfway mark of the 1980s. From Gir!Bars 
and "glamour drkes" to the still-present politit
cally correct lesbian beha1ior police, it seemed 
as though all of us were going through 
change,, thrm,ing off the legacies of the I 9i0s 
Lo discover things abolll ourselves that were far 
more ambiguous, frightening, and perhaps 
e\'en unnameable than all our feminist theol') 
and lesbian porn put together. Could this 
increasing indi1iduality actually be called liber
ation or was this simph the banal distillation of 

safe, literally, physically not feel 
safe? What happens when male 
rage or white rage blows up and I 
happen to be in the way of 1t? 

GERARD KOSKOVICH 

1980s conformity? Was this supposed blossom
ing dissension among lesbians a thing boding 
well for our future, auguring a new way for us 
to see ourselves and each other, or was this 
shifting pattern of relations and representation 
simp~ a reflection of an anxious and shrinking 
middle class, a disintegration of easily 
identifiable political goals, and a comfortable 
(again, almost relieved) return to indi1idual 
comfort over group advancement? I came to 
ACT UP with these questions still raging unan
swered in my head and stayed for three years. I 
came to Queer Nation after those three years 
and stayed for three weeks. Why? 

I see my lover's eyes twitch nervously. I am 
shifting in my seaL IL feels too hot in here all 
of a sudden. My lover raises her hand and is 
called on. "I would like Lo say that though I am 
in a relationship and am very happy that I 
hare a girlfriend-" the room interrupl.S her 
mid-sentence with a spontaneous round of 
rowdy applause. She is momentarily dazed but 
continues as though nothing has happened. 
"But I think that the idea that we go as couples 
to somehow prove our 'normalcy' is troubling 
and misguided. \\'hv are 11e more legitimate if 
we are in a relationship? I don't want Lo be val
idated just because I am in a couple-some of 
us fuck e\enone we meet and some of us are 

I think queer has been adopted here we're seeing in its early stages a 

someone in the scene who 1s some
what older !I'm thirty-two), I date 
back to the high heyday of San 
Francisco clone lifestyle. I have 
always been aware that there were 
people who sought to transvalue 
and try life on the edge rather than 
trying to purchase the right goods at 
Macy's to demonstrate they are just 
like everybody else except for what 
they wear to nightclubs. 

in San Francisco by people who are reorganization of some of those 
using their expenence of marginal-forces into a new community of peo-
ization to produce an aggressive cri- pie where the range of defining fac-
tique of the prevailing social system. tors is rather fluid. People's limits 

Those people form networks in cer- have shifted significantly from the 
tain clubs, certain public places, traditional urban gay community of 
certain intellectual territories like the t970s. It's not a reaction-that 

magazines or discourse. I think would be too easy a statement As 

There are class issues in being 
queer. I came from a wooong-class 
background to Stanford as a gradu
ate student on full scholarship. A lot 
of people that are the mainstays of 
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monogamous and some of us are celibate. I 
just want to be legitimate as a lesbian, period, 
not because I seem 'normal.'" The room 
responds 11ith confused and timid applause. It 
is as though all the possibilities of our assimila
tion have been dashed to the ground. In addi
tion, the stereotype of le\bians as somehow 
alwai, cozily coupled has been challenged and 
the anxietv level of the room rises consider
ably. My lover sit.I down and looks at me 11i1h 
confusion. "I know," I say, "the) liked the pan 
about 1our girlfriend best." \\'e shake our 
heads. At that moment I wonder to m).elf if 
what I had thought was brash and bold was in 
fact imply a more hip version of Hunter 
Madsen and his Afll'I' t/1.P &ti/ positil'e-images 
campaign. The attire is different, there is more 
overt sexuali11, there is a kind of 
no-rules-to-follow wackiness 10 it all, bm I 
feel an underhing desire, an unspoken 1earn
ing it seems, to be accepted instead of liberat
ed. I go home that night worried. I low are b
bians el'er going to be able to define mn;elm 
in this group, in this decade, in this 11orlcF 

The group Im agreed Oil gender pari11 
for the facili~1tors ,md thus there is a man and 
a woman at c1en meeting rnnning the pro
ceedings. One night when I am there the 
woman facilitator is awkward, nerrnus, 
knock-kneed. he lacks confidence and is easi-
1) cowed b1 the rambunctious shouts from the 

floor about "process and Rokrt's Rules of Order 
and Parliamentary Procedure and this is 
important you have to call on me!" Orders fly 
into her face, mussing up her fine hair. She 
turns often to her male counterpart to help 
smooth things out He takes the mike and trou
bleshoot.I to rid the meeting of those rowdy 
shouters. he looks young, maybe twenl}~three 
or twenty-four. She is pale and pretty and 
blushes easily. She speaks too softly for the 
energy of this hot, crowded room. I want to tell 
her to stand up su<light, 1peak loudl) and clear
!\, refuse to be intimidated, take the room by 
storm. I 11,mt to tell her to stay and be a leader 
of the group, inspire them and make them 
afraid, plan actions and use a bullhorn and talk 
to the press proudlv about the Queer Nation. 

And I 11,mt 10 tell her to grab her female 
friends and run, run out into the rainy street 
shouting with power and anger and glee, 
shouting and dancing her way to some 
unknm,11 place, some undi1emercd continent, 
10me still-unnamed teniton. 

Mana Maggent, ,s a graduate stu
dent ,n the New York Un1vers1ty 
Film Program. where she ,s study
•og to be a director She ,s a fre
quent contributor to Windy C,ty 
Times !Chicago) and Ourweek. the 
gay and le~an week~ magazine 

the queer social groups in San 
Francisco are from class positions 
that marginalize them: workin!J-(lass, 
or race, or geographic discrimination. 
I don't want you to think I am devalu
ing the experience of those smaller 
numbers of people I have seen who 
have a middle-class or upper-class 
background and who have deliber
ate~ lelt behind the pnvilege that rep
resents, who felt they were born on 
Mars and lelt on their own terms. It's 
the land of lost boys and lost girls who 
woke up one day and realized that not 
to have heterosexual privilege was in 
fact the highest privilege. 

Steve Cossen, who conducted 
these interviews, was OUT/1.00K~ 
editorial intern during summer 
1990. He 1s currently attending 
drama school in London. 
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