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This mag. s being put together by Leeds TV/T.; Sroup.
This 1s not becsuse we feel we have got something to ssy, nor
because we think we should be Impressing people with our
activities. It 1s because we feel that the TV/TS Scene needs

a ccordineting publlication and we, 1n Leeds, have the resources
to attempt such a thing.

What we intended initislly has almost come to pass: our
almost total non-involvement 1in the content of the mag. In
fact only one member of our group contributed anything
written: the rest came from other TVs snd TSs and from

other groups. We hope this will ccntinue for the second and
third (etc) issues.

This 1s your mag. It is up to you to use it.

On the guestion of finance: we have declded that, in view
of’ Jonations recelved (for whliech, many Lhanks) wr have deelded
not to charge for the First i1ssue. From then on it depends
on you, If those of you who can afford 1t, could fork out a
small amount per issue so that those who cannct afford it need

not go wit-out, then we would have succeeded in another of our
alms.

Cheques and P.O.'s can be made out to GEMINI Magasine

We hose you wlll enjoy reading it. We know 1t is a bit
of a mish-mosh as yet Lut presumably regularity in content
will establish itself 1n time as more penple begin to
contribute.

We wish all groups and Individuals continulng success.
‘ogether we shall make 1t one day!

Leeds TV/TS Group

2 Kensington Terrace ——
Lecds 6

Tel: (0532) 738711
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The following 1s a 1ist of the known TV/TS Groups in the country.
1t is by no means exhaustive and more info on other groups in
your area may possibly be obtained by contacting those given below.

T T 11T A
CAINGHAM

Contact: Bandra Green.Tel: Waerwick (0028) 42391

Meetings: Beaumont Society-Nestern Reglon. Birmingham and West
Midlands area at ares organiser's flat in Birmingham.

Very limited facilities but Birmingham TV/TS meet at the Viking
(gay bar) in Smallbrook Ringway, in Birmingham city centre.

and

GLF Disco dances every two/three weeks at Warwick University.
W1ll let you know dates when these are arranged

On a Beaumont Society basis, it is hoped in the near future to
publish & local area newsletter
Best Wishes

Sandre -'1
BLACKBURN

North Western Transvestite and Transsexual Organisation
Contact: Carole, 45 Whalley Street, Blackburn, Lancs.

Meetings: None at present

Vo future events planned ss yet, but Disco/Balls are under serilous
consideration, These wlll be a mixture of disco-type dancing and
ballroom dancing, In thls way we hopne to cater for all age groups.

Flrst conbtact must be by letter, a personal meeting will be arranged
from there,

¥ven 1if peopls are not interested in joining the NWTVTSA I still
offer the hand of friendshlip to the timid types.

CARDI FF
S. Wales area Besumont Soclety.
Contact: Cardiff (0222) 64754 evenings only . Rosemary King.

'Meetings: On demsnd from local members or visitors. About 1/4 weeks

Changing facilitles at Rosemary's flat
Possibility of & Dinner of the Bristol Group in March

LIVERPOOL

No group a8 yet. There are some people who are interested in starting
up a group there, Gontact via Leeds TV/TS Group

(Lifted from 'Gay News')

'Friend'llerseyside 13 responding to the growing number of calls that
the group has received 1n recent months from transvestites and
transsexuals,

Because of the lack of soclal events for TVs and TS8s in the ares,
Friend is offering its own accommodation to lerseyside TVs/TSs who
would llke to arrange regular monthly (or more frequent) meetings.
The Friend Centre 1s a warm and fairly bright meeting room with
facilities for meking coffee - and there will be no charge for use
of the room

Anone Interested, contact: The Organiser, ¥riend, 14 Colquitt Btreet,
Liverpool L1 4DE Tel: (week-nlights) 051 708 9552
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The Beaumont Soclety (Northern Region) - Yorkshire Group
Contaect: Miss June Willmott, 165 Hyde Park Road, Leeds LS6 1AH
Tel; Leeds (0532) 788711

Meestings: First Thursday in every month. 8 pm. at Leeda Trades
Council Club, Savile Mount, Leeds 7

A periodical News/Information sheet is issued 3 times per year,
copies can be obtained on application to June (above address)

Leeds TV/TS Group
Contact:s Caroline or Ursuls, 2 Kensington Terrace, Leeds 6
Tel: Leeds (0532) 738711

Meetings: Every Thursday about 8 pm at the above address

We are a small group composed (up to now) of only M-F TV/Ss. We
started ,really,last OCctober by apnlylng for recognition as a
University Society. We are only part Unliverslity based and work
on & general basils.
8o far we have put advertisments in Gay Wews, and in local comm-
unlty newspapers. We sre expecting to have aletter printed in
Forum in April or May,and we have circulated our phone number and
sddress to various befriendihg services(S.'1.G., FRIEND ,etc.)
We zre hoping to have nartles roughly every month. We also plan
to take an active part in the B.M.A., Conference ién Bradford on
Friday and Saturday April 1lth and 12th. (More info..further on)
Thats allfornow
luv Leeds TV/TS
Group.

XXX

LONDON

Various contacts and sympathetlic ears...

TV/TS Group

Contact Pat Sage, 76 Gladsmulr Road, Archway, London N 19

Meetings: every Thursday at the above address

TV _SOCIAL GROUP
Contact: Sem Cash, Isis Commune, 10 Hosack Road, Balham, London SW 17
Tel: O 673 2975

& commune of 'trans' people. Publishes 'Two in one' a quarterly
meg. for TVs and TSs. Available on request

PHEMELLA SOCIETY

Mests April 19th at Hammersmith Town Hall,London W 6
Tel: 01 743 9930

Also, i1f you are stopping in London and you're looking for a Hotel

to stay at, try the:

Aston Court Hotel, 25/27 Matheson Road, (Corner of Lisgar Terr), W 14
Tel: 01 603 5928 '

Rates: Single Room £3.24 Double Room £5.40 (incl. breakfast)

2 colour TVa~(!) Licensed Bar



Meetings: Wednesdasy evenings, 7.30 onwards. Oxford Room, ot Peters
House, M/c University

Discos: In conjunction with Manchester Gay Alliance, every month.
Future Events: Wed. 26th March

Wed. 2nd April
Wed. 9th April

Meke-up and wig Demonstration
Talk by the Samaritans

Talk by an Anglican vicar - the
church's attitude to TSs

Wed. 23rd April - Joint meeting with Altrincham CHE

Manchester TV/TS Group 1s a separate group, not affilliated to any
other group for transsexuals or transvestlites. Any person, whether
male or female, gay or heterosexual, 1s welcome. (only stipulation
is that nothing 1s casrried out which any other member of the group
finds offensive)

Covering fee of 20p per meeting 1s made to provide coffee and
contribute to the room.

NOTTINGAM TV/TS GROUP ‘ -
Contact: Maureen Cleaver, 4 Toronto Terrace, Carrington, Nottingham.

The group 1s affiliated to the local Samaritans, the Vottingham
Probation Service and the Council for Socisl Services. It has
published 2 issues of a mag which are available on request.

Any enquiries, please include a SAE because Maureen is having to
finance the group out of her own pockst

SURREY

Contaect vlia: BM Bird Sanctuary, London WC1lV 6XX.

Tel: Walton-on-Thames 43435 (late evenings)

Meetings: Mid-week (Tues evenings) Kingston-on-Thames
Week-ends - Waybridge, Staines, Putney

Monthly TV/TS parties. Bed & Breakfast facilities available.
Baroness Paule does a varlety of TV accessories: On-Plants (falsies)
Hip-Ons, Voice Toners, Handbooks, Ball Gowns as well as dolng colour
polsroid portraits

Tele-phone above number for details

SHEFFTELD

No group as such yet, There are »neople wanting to set un a group
and anyone wishing to help out,contact:

Alfie and Shirley, 33 Algar Plsce, Sheffield 2

Tel: (0742) 392983

This will be a group open to both gay and straight TVs and TSs
also:

Susan and Eileen Shutt, 30 Glover Road, Heeley, Sheffield S8 O W
There are also local branches of the Beaumont Society in most areas

Contact via: BM Box 3084, London WC1lV6XX

TAO (Transsexusl Action Organisation) can be contacted via:
Peace Centre, 13 Moor Streect, Qdeensway, Birmingham B4 7UH

It 1s recommended that any TV or TS in an area which does not have
an established group, should contact their local FRIEND group.



TRANSSEXUALISM
Understending the Psychiatric Approach

Surely the most striking feature of

the TV/TS scene in the last few years
has been the sudden shift of emphasis
by the media, the public,and not
least by those concerned, ontoc trans-
sexusliam.

However, despite greater socisl
acceptance, there 1s still one group
that inevitably sees these events
in a different 1light: the medical
profession in general and psychla-
trists in particular.

To begin on a course of gender
reassignment one must first see s
psychiatrist before one is considered

for hormone therapy and any subsequent

treatment. And it is here that one
invariably meets the seeming reluct-
ence, the apparent disinterest and
the studied antagonism.

But 1s this psychlatric approach
the result of real onposition to the
whole concept of transsexualism, or
is it an indication of the doubt
caused by opvosing belisfs of the
lesders in psychistric research intoc
trenssexualism?

Essentially the main problem that
seems to be emerging at the moment
is 'what exactly is a transsexual?'
Harry Benjamin proposed a 3 point
continuum which can be of some use
but which, as we shall see, does not
cover all those who request surgery.
His three stages are: a) the trans-

vestite, who dresses from time to time

but feels no real need to undergo
eny irrevocable change b) the trans-
vestite who dresses frequently or
all the time, but would not consider
surgery even though she/he may live

permenently in her/his chosen gender

role, and c¢) the transsexual who,
from childhood, has always had the
desire to have the body and role
denied them by birth. Benjamin's
divisions are, in my opinion, the
best that have been achieved up to
now.

On the other hand, there is
Robert Stoller, an American psych-
latrist with considersbly less
experience of, and less sympathy
for, transsexuals.

Stoller would only classify the .=
most effeminate of men and the most
masculine of women(in their behav-
iour) as transsexusls, and would
deny the right of gender reassignmen
to all those transsexuals who man-
age to conform to their birth-roles,
however unhappily. In his opilnion,
these transsexuals(though in the
ma jJorlity do better to fit Iint:
the seco%3§§%$g§njamin's, and not
try to become something for which
there is no behavioursl basis. Thus
people like (say) Jen Morris can-
not, in his view, be classified as
transsexuals.

But one must not assume that
Stoller's views are conservative
among psychiatrists. He is, in fact,
somewhat of a moderatef. There are,
and will always be, peonle like
Charles Socarides (see 'American
Journal of Psychiatry' April '69)
who refuses to admit the existence
of transsexuals, insults them -
accusing them of trying to be some-
thing they can never be = and
challenges them to go away and carry
out the Infamous suicide threats.
(In the seme journal, incidentally,
there is a most reasoned and humane
plea by Howard Baker - a US Navy
psych! - for a more sympathetic out-,
look towards TSs seeking reassign-
ment. )

It is perhaps unfortunate that
there may be some justification for
Stoller's viewpoint, since it must
be admitted that he has had some
considerable experience with peorle
who could not, by eny definition,
be clagsified as transsexuals, but
who have sought surgery.

He has cited the example of a
50 year old married actor who suddenl

declsred himself transsexual, even



‘rnougn he hsd never reeslly consicered
himself so previously. His desire for
surgery disapneared with the administe-
retion of hormones. e hss also had
exrerience with homosexuals who have
requested surgery when they have sus-

pected thet their lovers would prefer
them as women, but have admitted no .
real desire to live ss womén perman-
ently, except for taking the sexusl
role.

It seems also that there have been
g8 number of cases of schisophreniss
requesting surgery without any evid-
-ence of a life-long cross gender
+ orientation,

It would apnear, then, that the
publicity afforded to 'sex-change'
operations ©f labte has atirached
not only the genuine transsexual,
but a2also a number of people who might
be classed superficlally as such,
but who, upon further sxamination,
have been found not to be truly
transsexual at all.

These cases have not only caused
Stoller to adopt a very stringent
definition of transsexualism but have
also made him very sceptical about
the way that TSs have been dealt with
over the years - particularly in view
of the recent explosion in the number
of peonle undergoing treatment and
surgery.

It 1s my contention that gender
reassignment 1s & success if the TO
feels happler and more themselves in
thelr new gender role. But on the
grounds that there have been a num-
ber of post-operative TSs who have
expressed the desire to change back,
Stoller claims that there should be
strict controls on who 1s allowed
treatment. This could be tsaken,
however, in the case of heart trans-
plants a3 an argument that no such
operations should be attempted
unless it can be proved that the heart
will not be rejected. And the fallure

rate of heart transplants 1s many times

that of trenssexuals.

Popper's rule of falsifiability just
cannot be applied to medical technlques.

Failures here do not deny the general
success of a method, as would be the
case in a scientific hypothesis.

In the

1f the end result produces a signif-
cantly higherproportion of happier
transsexuals to thode who become
unhaopier.

Admittedly, csution must be exer-

cised in the designation of those
who desire treatment to ensure that

it is only those with a genuine need
for gender reassignment who are
treated. This will prevent the unfor-
tunate occurence of peovle realising
after the operation that they are not,
after all, transsexual.

In Pauly's review of 1965, 34 of
of the 40 transsexuals studied were
renorted to have excellent improve-
ments after surgery, with 6 somewhat
doubtful or regretting the whole
thing.

It 1s the problems with these
last 6 that psychiatrists are trying
to solve. But their solution so far
seems to be to deny surgery to
almost all unless suicide or self-
mutilation is threatened. And in these
latter cases, it would seem, they
are working agasinst their own ends.

Stoller's final major objection
to treatment 1s an interesting one,
since it tends to go against the
empirical results of treatment: 1t 1s
that the self-diagnoslis by a patlent
of him/herself as transsexual and
therefore in heed of hormones and
surgery 1s extremely un-medical, since
psychlastrists belleve that they are

the only ones qualified to make such
Judgements.

Unfortunately,the attitude of
psychlatrists on the whole 1s that
transsexuallsm 1s a mental disorder
and that the mind should be treated

In order to bring 1t in line with
the body, and not vice versa. But,
besides the distinct failure of

behaviour therapy techniques on T8s
e S ——

case of reassignment surgery, the only
criterion that can be applied to ascertailn

whether the means have been justified, 1s




(even thourh 1limiLed success hss
been clalmed on other 'sexual dis-
orders'! like gays and TVs) there is
a clear moral quest'on raised by the
concept of modifying what someonc
essentially is in terma of thelr
subjective reality. The ldea,even,
of modifying and removing neurotic
behaviour which the patient 1is av: re
of but cannot ccentrol, by use of
electric shocks ané apomorphine, has
been discredited by the recent up-
surge of humenism in the psychiatric/
psychological proféssions and the
ideas of some that there 1s n> such
thing as mental 1llness: merely
devistions from the norm.

With this tendency towards

realise ulsc that 1t cennot be treated
l11ke schisonhrenis or a neurotic dis-
order, 13 st the rcot of the present
misunderstandings.

Psychiatrists do, and wlll continue
to, advocste caution and in this we mus
learn to understand why. But the
convinced 75 will always make 1t throug
in the erd if s/he is prepared to
assert her/himself sgainst the onnos-
ition of doctors who perhaps only
dislike the 1dea of trestment and
surgery because it is too simple, and
nerhaps too effective,

CLATRE
subjectiveness, one migHt "have exnec-
ted en Increase iIn tolerance towards
TEs, with the realisaticn that what
ig true for us cannot be changed, and
consequently the only way tc achieve
unity of self is to bring body in
line with mind.
The failure of the psychlatric
nrofession on the whole to reslise
the true nature of TSlsm and to G R, Y. YR T W D D S
/,I.I" ' 2 4 - '
o ; anches 0o
' ® Dolay and Skinner
S st ol e e
X i 1
% :,m .mm. ‘English 143
or tall English 8}-10.
ESAUMONT SOCIETY = CONFERENCE '75 LEICESTER UNIVERSTTY 4-7th APRIL
Speakers:
Rosemary (PRO Beaumont Society)

s

Y

he Origins and

ork of the Beaumont Society'

Jean N (Columnist and Samaritan)

"4s 1 see it'!

David LLB

Gender Identity snd Roles and the Law'

Cr. A I 1D etc.

'Development of Gender Identity and Rele'

(Columnist)

A

Ao I
iale and Female Roles 1n Soclety with keference
to Transvestites and Transsexuals'

Dr, P I 'D etc.

'"The Use of Behaviour Therapy

in the Trestment of

5exual Problems with reference tc Transvestites'
Marien| (Sccial Worker - Charing X)
'Some Aspects of Soclal Work in a Gender Identlty

Clinic!

Plus discusslon grouns,

sociel evenings and a film.

Cost: £5 tc non-Beaumont Soclety members (meals and accomncdation not in
£2 to Beaumont oociety members

Details: Ms Stephanie Taylor, Conference'!75, PO Box66, Ipswich IP2 9BQ



Hey man, how would you look in a dress?

Look man, no one's a2ll mele or all female, right? T mean we've
81l got & bit of the other sex in us. Otherwise we'd be two
different sneclies and there'd be nothing to keep us together.

for instance, it's hard work living up to the stereotypes.

To be strong and ratlonal all the time if you're male, and weak
and emotional all the time if you're not. Everybody telling
you you gotte be s real man or a real woman. You know, like
those crestures on the adverts.

What I'm trying to say 1is that you've got to learn sbout the
feminine side of you. If you don't it screws you up, and it
screws women up a8 well. There are many ways to get your head
together sexuslly and to forget about the siZe of your penis.

When you nut on a dress you're relaxing man. You're learning
something. You're further towards liberating the oppressed
woman in your head. You see a bit how the other half lives.

OK 3o maybe you don't 1like it when you get mascara in your eye
or you find that tights itch like hell, well you know, women
find that too. Cr maybe when you go out and you find some super
hero giving you the come on and so maybe he's not your type.
Well that's what women have got to put up with man.

Or meybe you find you gsat
something out of it; find
that your legs feel less
constricted in a skirt. Find
that your head feels less
constricted in another
identity.

They 're gonna glve you a tag.
Call you a transvestite.
Ask if 1t turns you on.

Think that i1f you can express
the feelings called 'feminine'
that must mesn you're homo-

sexual,
There's no 'must' man.

If you think you're biggzer
than the box you're in.

If you think there's more in
you're head than what society
tells you there 1s,

Then you've got to find an

angle.
And if you find that that pets
you put down and shat on, then

you've got to fight man,

And isn't thet what we're
trying to do?

“Wow! Who's the groovy chick with the beard?”

BRI AN



WHAT IS A MAN?

) C b e
A Difficuley in Definition

By our Medical

What is a man ?
matior, is o woman ?

And what, for that
It is time. suggests

the medico-legal comespondent of the
“ British Medical Journal,” to-doy, that
Parliamment got down to delining these

states,  With
ion ecaused by
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well-known
the
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agree.

memories of
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re in the journal appears an

ihh 'y those attlicted individusls
vives, althouzh anatomicaily and physio-
omcatly vormal, suiter from a vsycho-
laesonl aberration whic h leads them to
adep! the clothes and habits of the
opposite sex, to which they fee! they
shotld m'nm‘riy nehn\.. They are
classimed  as  transvestists, in  whose
make-up the sexual perversion of exhibi-
troniam ubticss a featuve. This
phenoty I et ofton: with after
the Qir fiush of youth, as late as the

thire or 7ourin decades.
In medern times, savs the journal, all

the resources of plastic surgory and of
endocrizolocy  have  beon  used, r)r
ni s somelimes misused, ooz t-

ing transyesUsts to acquire, in irrcyn

Hle fashion, the supcrticial aspects n'
the onposing sex. A sueiking exarople
of  the  influcnce of  bhormoncs: on
advaneiny the serondary sexnal
chavactenistics  appears i to-dav's
“Lancet'" in which is mentioned the
case of a2 boy of four who developed
fanale characteristics.  His mothier was
a packer of the female hornmone,

stilboesirol, and she sometimes worked
at home.

Bur. unfortunately. the publicity which
has accempanied transformations of sex

bas brought to light an unexpected pre-
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" Clinical Patnology

" if the
Cimpairirent of

WANCHESTER GUARDIAN .
BLOOD TESTS TO
DETER\H\IE

h\"‘ull\ al \“1\ "mé:L

]‘I
From our Medical Correspondent !
The “ British Medical Journai ” to-day '
announces a discovery of considerable
medico-iegal intecrest. A microscopic
examination of the bicod can now ce

used to etermine a person's sex.
Dilferences 1n the cells of male aud
fecmale skin bave already been used to

make a diagnosis i various iypes cf
hiermapbroditism, but the new blood
method seems much simpler,

Dr Willioin Davidson and Dr D.
Raobertson Smith, of the Department of
at King's Coilege
Schicol. nuve lound
that in suitably stamed biocd luns
seen nder the nicroscope the
common white blood cell calied the
polymorphonucicar neutrophil has a
drumstick-like structure attacned to its-
nucleus in the case of women. No such
drumsticks are (o be found In the same

white cells of men,

Blood films from more than taenty-
five men wnd the same numder oi
women wele exanined for drumsticks.
The sex wags unknown to the oxaminer,

Hospital Medical

but in no case was Lthore an ecror in
sexing” the 8 SpLe: niens of  blood,
Difficulty was meir in ounly twe eases.

and then only l.c«an.\«: the drimsticks
were scantlier than usuad Apart from
tts  medico-leq:d nlervest, he authors
have found the new method of value in
checking the origin of blood fLims In

their ovin ladoritory.

Recently down-2raded to the levei of
common aspirm In su far as ils atiiity
in early arthotic 1 conconod, corti-

sone has its face saved in the “une e
of the “Journal"” a3 a remedy for the

philitic discase of the oyes known as
interstitial keroatitis In eporting the
results from treating cizht cases with
cortisone, Dr D. P. North, apathatmie
registrar in St Moary's Haospital., says
that anti-syvphilitic treatment seems to
have little or vo eifeet on the course|
and outcome of this m»tnmm-' disease, !

which used to be & long and pamml;
illness followed by de mm- vision or
blindness.

Cortisone, however. has now con-
verted it into o rmnh'mn lagting nn'\'g
a few davs. Except in verv acule|
cases it can, he cays, be treated i the |
hospital's ont-patients’ rin\nxr:mm t. and

treatinent iy given

in time ll‘
sight can Le Q

aveided, i



FINALE

I can't pretend to judge my own
1ife impartially. Very few people
can do that. But from where I now
stand, I look back on a wreck,
buffeted, beaten and apparently
doomed: from which, by having very
good friends and edvice, I have been
miraculously saved.

The horror of the past, and the
wonder of the present press on me too
closely; but anyone who has Known me
may be able to pass impartial judge-
ment on my life and actions all the
way. And again, I am not above havihg
others judging me, but at least let
it be fair and not clouded with

irretionslities.

Out of the wreck I have brought
several deep convictions, some of
which, T believe, are of general
application and may therefore be
helpful to others.

I am sure that the will to shape
one's own life is a gift of God. It
begins to work early in people with-
out any serious flaws of character
or without crushing social handicaps.
Poverty 1s s handicap but it 1s not a
disabling one; in fact, unearned
wealth can deform an individual life

far more seriously. Lack of educatlion

hurdle: From as far back as I can
remember I lived as a women under
the outward trappings of a man.

this bought about a psyehological
conflict that only within the last
few years has almost resolved itself
My childhood brought about a conflic
of opposing forces - sexual and
social, and my real self was trodden
under in the ensuing struggle. I
hope that some of the things I have
written have made the consequences
plain, and that others who may

find themselves in my position may
be as successful in the long run,
and that eny parent or guardian

that comes up against amy similar
predicament will take heart that

the struggle can ad willl be sust-
ained to the very end, and ultimat-
ly be resolvéed satisfactorily.

Let us take s coser look_sat the
sexual side of the pictuwre. Here
the character of the individual -
both male and female - crystallises
very early and leaves a stamp for
all to see. The manly 1little boy is
loved and admired beyond his family
circle, 8imilarly the womanly little
glrl-evokes the same universal love
and admiration. Both boy and girl
derive much of their 1ife-will from
the worlds respect for their qualit-

cen be made good if the will is there.ies, and this in turn assists not

Certaln common weaknesses of charact-

er - sloth, sensumllty, vanity end
lack of confidence - can be overcome
by moral discipline and a sense of
responsibility. But 1n my case, the
will to shape my own life began under
an almost impossible handicap. To a
degree, character is sex. I do not
say that sex 1s the whole story -

far from it - but it 1s unquestion-
ably a very important part of it; and

this is so, even before the individual

becomes sexually aware or sexually
consciocus., We do not need to explore
the sometimes repellant Intricacles

of Freudian psychology to discover the

deep influence that sex exerts uncon-
sciously in the child, and more or
less consciously during and after
puberty.

My will to shape my own life from
an early age ran up against this

only in the growth of their charac-
ter, but elso in their sexusl
consciousness. For them therefore
normal handicaps are relatively
unimportent - matters of individual
temperament which are more or less
easily overcoms.

Compared with such children I
was an exception, outwardly a boy,
but very far removed from my parents
and the world's 1deal of the usual
sort of little boy. Nor was I a
feminine 1little girl. With my boy's
clothes and my girlish waeys, I was
a grotesque misfit, apperently not
belonging to either sex - or if you
like, partaking of both. This put
me right in the middle of a social
conflict.

Soclety is a dumb collective body
that judges and acts along clearly



1ines. It acknowledges only
generul categories; the individusal
case 13 outside its vision. Any
deperture from the norm is apt to
arouse its hostility. The subtler
and finer shades of character are
lergely wasted on it.

define

We can see this in many of the
gad 1ife histories of unusually
gifted men and women, and particul-
arly those endowed with the gift of
vision - the prophets snd the poets.
The former have been stoned, the
latter sterved, while Society's
admiration has been lavished on conv-
entional type dunces who seldom have
a thought or feeling above the

GOommMonR.

It 1s, however, the sexuel misfits
thet suffer the most, although history
shows that they have somtimes enriched
1ife in both the scientific and the
moral flelds. Their special ambiguity
appears in the light of a challenge
to the rigid social categories, some
of which are incredibly nalve -~ as
for example those that ordain that
those who are dressed &S men are
wholly masculine, and those who are
dressed as women wholly feminine. The
sxcesslively masculine female and the
excessively feminine male are the
stock objects of society's derision.

Generally enough, these unususl -
Bharacteristics deo not manifest them-
selves until the subjects are old

enough to understand snd protect
themselves agalnst the abuse of the
ignorant. Let us feel very sorry for

any young child that this occurs to
eand 1s unable to defend themself.

I forgive others as I hore in my
turn to be forgiven, for what may
have at some times in the past
betrayed ignorante.at some stage in
my life, ba.that now I am better
informed I sincerely hope that never

agein am I guilty of any prejudice
in the future. Perhaps here I can lay
special stress on the social side of
such a person, Life, -

No person who 1s at war with
society - for whatever reson or cause
- or who feels themselves to be an
outcast from their fellow-belngs, can
develope naturally; end we all have
to face the fact that they may grow
up with a twisted or warped outlook,
and feel that they have been cheated

/

out of a natural childhood; that khe
world therefore owes them a living of
a special kind in order to make up
for the loss of so much of their
lives. My only comment is that
society makes each person what he or
she ia, and therefore, as more know-
ledge becomes known on this and all-
ied subjects that soclety must learnm
to accept, and maybe adapt to the
growing struggle.

I can't, in all sincerity, ask
that all members of society should
understand what T am saying here, as_
unless you have undergone this
experience you may consider that
I describe cannot and does not exist,
or at 1sast nst as I have dessribed
1t and that therefore I am suffering
from some kind of persecution com-
plex of my own making. In this case
I would bring to mind a story by
Maxim Gorky called 'The &reen Cat'
that may bring hame to some people
what 1 am trying to say.

The scene was leid in a prison
yard where a group of prisoners were
lounging against the walls in the
sun during a rest period. Bored and
empty, drained of hope, they stared
without interest at a 'trustee' who
was applying green paint to a window
frame, careless and bored as them-
selves. Suddenly a cat leapt into the
prison yard from the high wall and
started to walk delicately towards
the painter. At once the interest of
the prisoners was aroused. Here was
a living thing with a 1ife and
vurpose different to their own. A
wave of love and admiration went out
from the convicts towards this free
creaturs.

The palnter shook his brush, :
acclidentally spattering the cat with
green paint. At once the mood of the-
prisoners changed. It was heralded
by & derisive laugh as the cat,
spitting and clawing vainly, tried
to cleanse 1tself from the sticky
peint. It 'had become unnatural
and grotesque - a carlicature of
the living creature they had wel-
comed and admired a moment before.
There was ahowl of joy as the
pailnter slopped more paint over
the cat - this time deliberately.
Brutal cries urged him on. Blinded
and powerless the cat ran around
in circles, while the painter spat-

tered it with more and more paint.



Then he jumped off his ladder and
emptied the contents of the not
over the wretched writhing animal.

By .this time the convlcis were
a cheering, murderous mob. One of
them ran towards the cat and kicked
it. Instantly, the whole mob ran
towards the cat and joined in a
ghastly game of football with 1t,
until, tiring of their brutal sport,
they went back to their places by the
wall, bored and empty as before, with-
out interest even in the pathetic
ball of broken bones and sticky fur
they had left lifeless in a corner of
the prison yard.

I was once that cat.

The egsentials of our indescrib=
able sufferings may thus be brought
home to many peonle, and therefore we
look to them not for sympathy, which
is the last thing that any of us wish
for, but maybe just a little comp-
assion, and even an attempt to under-
stand just a little what it could
mean to know that you could have been
that cat, excent for 3ome strange
quirk of fate that spared you such
an experience,

The essentisls, both sexual and
social, of our predicament, have I
think been stated with such plain-
ness to bring snlightenment to those
who seek to understand; and it is for
these that I have written. I have
nothing to offer the prurient.
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But I had a clear duty to write
for those who, in a social sense,
are on the side of the angels. My
ordeals would be nointless, with-
out meaning, if I did not use it
to help mitigate the sufferings of
others similarly placed, and to
assist those who seek knowledge to
gain a deeper understanding of
such'cases'as mine.

And there are many. They include
not only women and men of confused,
sex, but also thousands of others
who are in some way different from
their fetlow-beings, mentally or
physically. Most of them must, in
greater or lesser degrees,; besr
the whips and scorns of an ignor-
ant and insensitive society. If
any of these derive courage and
hone from these writings, I shall

have been amply repaid for my
labours.

In writing I had a two-fold aim.
First, to esse myself of what at
times T found to be an intolerable
burden that may have been albeit,
self-imposed, of loneliness and,
secondly, to point a morasl that
would extend beyond myself and my
own personal problems, and embrace
the genersl plight of those unhappy
women and men who, by some accident
at birth, find themselves at vari-
ance with the world,

I felt that once I had made theee
types of cases clear to people who
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55 Bloemfontein Road
London W12
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Halloween Ball



could not even conceive of such
cruel smbiguitlies, T might, by set-
down the facts, contribute towards
understending and tolerance, For the
moral of this story is surely apolic-
ahle to 811l those who are in some

way different from the sc-called

normal run of people.

As T have learnt to my cost,
tolerance 1s one of the rarest
virtues, yet I have found it in
the most umsxpected places, like
an untended flower growing in the
darkest of cormers. Ore may look for
it in vsin, then 1o! one sees a face
a tolersnt face amongst a hostile
crowd.

There seems to be a tolerant
type of man and woman. One would
think thet tolerancé isthe fruilt of

education, part of the general en-

lightenment, and sd 1t 1s, 1f we
trace its growth'through the ages.
But T have found just as much in-
tolerance among slleged soclally
enlightened peonle as among the
ignorant people that knew me as a
gunposed male, and then would not

or could not accent me as a woman.
But who at the same time did not

try to sccent me as a verson, which
was all T wus looking for inttially.
And 1t was the self same attitude d

such people that drives  many neople
to think and even attempt sulclde.

We live in a cruel age which
seems to mock the the claim that
humanity has progressed towards
tolerance in any appreciable degree
since it first began to move from
barbsrism towards civilisatlon.
Technical education has placed in
its hands the most frightful instru-
ments of destruction which may yet
wipe out the human race if scientif-
ic knowledge is not properly
balanced by the conviction that 1life
is the sacred gift of God.

As T see 1it, tolerance
child of understanding and
of knowledge. No amount of educatlon
divorced from moral aims can ever

produce 1t. Indeed education without

is the

more than those of the individual,
albeit on a greater.scale. Happy
neople have no cause to relate their
lot to the conflicts of the world
outside; but. suffering brings an
awareness of the underlIying identity
of aITl things.

There:1s a certain type of person,
I have said, who is naturally under-
standing and tolerant. T have met
them in all walks of 1ife, and I
take this opportunity of expressing
my gratitude to them. Many were quite
unknown to me personally; but in 4
some humiliating situations I have
read understanding and sympathy in
their eyes. a toleranga. and. neanash,
for my outraged dignity. If there
were more such people I think that
the world would be a very much better
place to live in.

I have every reason to know that
Intolerance is the result of ignor-~
ance and prejudice. As I have said,
it is not confined to any one social
class. It exists everywhere. Different
people express 1t in different ways.
That 1s all. But whether it takes
the form of a derisory shout in the
street or in the would-be polite
suppressed titters, it marks the
mocker as an under-civilised person,
ignorant and pre judiced.

The reaction of any sensitive
victim of intolerance 1s almost
bound to be one of hate and fear,
These are bad, destructive feelings
and when they possess a person, their
character will certalnly suffer,
Hate feeds on hate, and fear on fear:
they consume all that 1s decent in s
person's charscter and there is no '
1limit to the harm they can do unless,
mercifully, one 1s saved by fthe
power that 1ifts one above one's
earthly miseries,

Once, when I was just beginning
life as a woman, an cld friend of
mine from days almost gone from my

not merely memory once did me a very great ser-

vice. Despite having a girl-friend of
his own, and although he was a grest
deal smeller than myself, he called

a moral basis - or as T prefer to say, one night and took me ocut for a drink

without God -~ seems to increase hate

and despite much of the ridicule that

and fear. It cen never end man's inhu-was obvious that night, he stuck by

manity to mand

his principles snd helped me to fully
enjoy myself, That is my full defin-

These thoughts arise from a back- ition of a friend and of utmost
ward glence st my own life. The great tolerance.

affairs of the world asre really no



H18 si1lence on The sub)ectu ana nis and courage tc go further, and

refusal to accent my sincere and attempt to win my detractors over
hesrtfelt thanks for the relilef he by humility and accertance of them
gave me that night, gave me more as peonle, and, like all people, with
courage to face the unknown future, certain human fallings.
but it was a future T faced and no
thought of looking back, for which This story may still present a
I now thank Allan G, Yet I have to confusion tc aany readers, Tc gome
record that at the time I resented it may even seen incredible - espec-
what I mistakenly assumed to De ially the kindly, tolerant cnes who
sympathy on his part, but which T are the salt of the earth and the
now recognise as the mark of a true hope of humanity.
friend. Althoush I did not know it
at the time, I was filled with hate But the exnlanation of any seeming
and fear and thus morally the same confusion must be sought outside the
a8 my tormentors and supposed enem- pages of this story - in the world
les. outside. There, readers, especlally
the kindly ones, will see daily
I knew that I had not asked for re-cnactments reneated with the
their torments, nor do T think I same cold-hesrted intolerance,
degerved them. 1T wad In ho Wway cruelty and Indifference. The chief
1imiting thelr pleasures or enjoy- sufferers are children - the unus-
ment of 1life. But I was a victim, ual children.

Like the cst I mentionedearlier. At
that time, I mede the mistake of
trying to fight them with their
weapons, and that put me in the
wrong. Later I was to learn the
meaning of compsssion, and from there
to feel sorry for my detractors.

With this inner knowledge, came an
inner sense of nesce, and th%§d§g§s
helped me to endure the sometimes o YO S v Y, Y
feeling of loneliness that some-

times threstens to engulf me. But

I know now that T have the strength

JULIA

GAY NEWS No66

| UK="A thumbs-down signal has come from
G PR Y R G R W) Labour Member of Parliament, Ms Renee
LIFE Short, about passible help for transsexuals, .
] When she addressed the National Secular
- " Society’s “Threats to Sexual Freedom’
High in a valley a river 1is born ‘ meeting last year she was asked by Griffith

0 1 R Vaughan Williams, Chairman of Lond ‘
f trickles and floods, the children youghen Wl Chuitmac ol Lawdce - |

of storm. of transsexuals getting a National Health
They mlx and they mingle, growing sex-change operation. He had in mind a
each day person living in the borough of Hammer-
. " : 2 smith. ;
Working and weaving their way to the sea Later Ms Short was contacted by Griff
There they are lost, unknown and and asked if she would keep her promise,
forgotten tnhgd;e at t&iymefggmg, t? taglg a{t guesﬁon to
r e Secre of State for Health and Social
Until great Mother Nature takes Security about National Health sex-change
Yhew mesin BM Shorts secretary replied to Griff
2 . ort's secretary replied to Gri
To drift and rise like clouds in stating: “I can assure you that she is well
the making aware of the problemis fa¢ing transsexuals.
To gather and fall, the skies She has raised several matters oncerning
forsakin cases of this kind with-the Home Office
ng and the Attorney General but there is no

chance at the moment of any change in the
present regulations or legislations:that would

. make things easfer. + 857 1l
JENNY “It would séem-to be a very difficult
situation for a;

; of people;” the
letter added: -:3Lfy i g o




Some forty seve= years ago, 1 w:s ‘I nad to make the best of my mothers

to enter the world in very strange rather old fashioned clothes. Yy mother
eircumstences, my mother des-srataly would nut me a oinafore on in the house
wanted a dauzhter, and ¥ was'born and wearing this I would help withithe
without any hel» of a mifwife or a hoase wqrk, which * was v=ry good at,.
doctor, with only the heln of my My only other excursions tbo the
mother who was avery canable, and feminine were when I visited cousins
rather victorian nerson. S0 to her a and Aunts. T would make an excuse togo
son , or so it anmneared to be on the to the bathroom, and nut on any clothes
face of 1t. But 1ittle did anyone that were in the 1'nen basket.
realise that this, that they hadcalle ;
ed male, was to have the mind of a Then came the war,iThis was a 4iff- _
wome n, and over the years to follow Icult time, and four years as a-soldier
was to khow great frustrstion and were more than frustrating. Then after
inner tarmoil. When T had learned to the war back to being a civilian, and

welk and ta'k, it was very olsln to Tack to dressing, as often as T could .
see that here was a very gentle boy,

who did not want to nlay with other By this time 'I had married a ‘girl
boys, but wes .nore conter t to be with I had met durins the war, and asl start
girls,; = ed married 1life, I tried to conquer

this inner feeling of femininity, but

My first inkling came when I was Within a week of getting married I was
about six or seven, and that was the secretly wearing my wife's clothes. T
first time T dressed as a girl. That couldn't do without my desire to be
was over forty yesrs ago, and T rem- feminine. It took me two years to:tell
ember the occasion as clearly a8 if her, and when 1 did she was shocked.
it had veen todsy, and I remember at At first she trled to help me, but it
that moment, thinking: I should be a was very hslf-hearted, and she would
girl, T want to be a girl. And from constantly warn me not to touch her
that moment the inner frustratidn be- underwear or dresces.

gan.
Twénty five years went by. We had
T did nnot heve any sisters, so the a daughter, then another, then two sons
nroblem of find*"p clothes to wear during that time. Then she walked ou%,

was a very bip one. So for msny years and said she could not bear to live

R . e g ‘ = with s person like we. Actually I think
she just used 1t as arn excuse. I then
divorced her.It was very quick;all over
in five months.

I then met another girl, and fell
very much in love with her, T aske!
to marry me. it £1rsc she refzgpd then
8ald she might do, and then said She
would., T nushed my transvestism away -
or I tried to - and ¥ threw all my
clothe: sway, and got married again. I
should have told her I was a transvest
ite, but I didn't. T did not esven think
of it. Within a weelt I was her clothes
In secret, and eight weeks later decided
to tell her | was transvestite,butothar
wise quite normsel as a man. I told her
one night as we were going to bLed, or
rather she knew I was very exc¢ited
about something, and she got it out of
me.

”&Lkﬁ”%fhﬁﬁ}murwmwtﬁkW’ She left the following day, snd I
hage: -never seen her since, she had the



marriage annulled, on the grounds
i that I confessed to being a trans-
vestite.

So here T am now. alone, two
years later, with a lot of memories
With a complete new wardrobe, and
s feminine name, very hapny in my
femininity with the future to 1look

forward to, as Barbara.

BARBARY1 VERONICA.

Sradforéd GLF are holding a Dlsco
to which all TVs and TSs are
invited.

SAT 12th AFRIL

8pm - Midnight
at:

Small Hall

Bradford University Union

Great Horton Road

Braedford

B aBeBaBaBeR=B =B

BRADFORD CONFERENCE CM SEXUALTTY

11th - 12th

APRIL

BRADFORD UNIVERGSTT

This conference 1s being held as a

result of the intervention of

60 gays and TSs at the BNA Conference on Psycho-Sexual problems

held last Sentember.

The conference sims to bring together gay peorle, TVs and TSs
and members of the medical profession, social services and
ccunselling organisations in order to discuss the political and
social aspects of sexual rerression in our soclety.

Speakers include:
Margaret Coulson

'"The Construction of Gender'

Rose Robertson

'"Parents Enquiry and Counselling'

Carole Steele (M/c TV/T5
'The attitudes of

Group )
TVs and TSs towards the

medical profession'

Don Milligsan

'From Sin to Sickness = the lledical Profession

and Homosexuality'

Both Friday and Saturday afternoons will be givenrn over to small

discussion groups

There will be a Disco(see gbove) on the Seturday night

A creche will be provided.

This conference promises to be of major importance in that it
will offer the unique oovportunity of talking to the Masdicsal

Profession on our own terms.

Leeds TV/TS Group and Manchester TV/T3 Group will be there: we

hone you will too.

Reglstration: 50p

Details from: Don M1lligan
10 Victar Road
Bradford 9
Tel: Bradford 495265



CN THE BACK PAGE

The back page 1s returnable.
Just because you are not part of a group does not mesn you
cannot send in as much information as you want to.

We are not trying to get people to 'come out'. We reslise
that the majority of TVs and TSs wdll nct want their
eddresses published, All we do ask is that those who do

not mind thelr addresses being published, and who genuinely
want to help others, should let us know,

If you can send 1n lists of pubs and clubs 1n your town or
area which accept TVs and TSs that would be of grest help
for the TS/TV traveller.

If you have any specialised knowledge, or if you feel that
your views or experiences would be of interest to other TVs
end TSs do not hesitate to write us an article.

Local press-cuttings are always welcomed

Love from Leeds

XXX
: Specisl thanks are due to Liz,
llargaret and Dave who went to
a lot of bother to get the mag
printed on time.
Also, Nick who did the srt-work.

Much love to all xxx
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’

Luncheon Time .

So e went pome for il



For GEMINI no 2 (probably 8-10 wekks time) return to:

2 Kensington Te:
Leeds 6
PERSONAL ADDRESS

or PHONE NUMBER

CONTACT ADDRESS/PHONE NUMBER (This section to be published)

DETATLS OF MEETINGS (if any)

FUTURE EVENTS

OTHER NEWS/GENERAL INFO (use other side if necessary)
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