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11Brandon Teena•: A crime of outrage 
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000 

THERE ARE CRIMES 55 ra:wj s5 ftrttli tfiey leave y5tt figfiting tfie ary fieavesj wiping 

Bite 5ff yottr Bea:ra a:na elenefiing yottr fists togetfier ttntit your fingers go nttinB. 

e;-a:ng rape. erhnes against efiitaren. Tfie l<illing e,f fie,stages, e,ne By e,ne. 

Tfiat's tfie way tfie mttraers in "Tfie Branae,n Teena: ~te,ry" leave yeJtt - angry1 

mttUering, fielptess: Tfie aeJett1nenta:ry1 whiefi 5pens friaay a:t tfie ea:stro Tfiea:tre, 

ree5ttnts a: triple inttraer in NeBrasl<a, tfie triple mttraer of a 21-year-ola vv5man 

living tfie life e,f a n1c1:n1 tfie 1ne,tfier e,f a yeJttng efiita ana a Btael< n1c1:n wfie,l in tfiat 

faveJrite Ble,Uer tine, was "in tfie wrong place at the wrong time." 

Put together by Susan Muska ana e;-reta Glafsae,Uirj "Tfie Branaon Teena ~tory" 

follows a we,man - Teena Branae,n - for two montfis of fier life, in tineotn ana Falls 

City, Neb. It ends witfi fier mttraer Bee. 301 19931 Dy two fionestly evil ex-eons1 ana 

the trial that follows. Befr:,re it's 5ver, tfie fitn1 offers a: Bala tool< at tfie poor wfiite 

trash e,f falls eify, giving tfie,se eattgnt ttp in tfie saga, inelttaing tfie Killers, mnple 

room to make themselves sound stupid. 

Muska and Olafsdottir, wh5 w5n tfie Best ae,emnentary awards at the 1998 
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Vancouver and Berlin film festivals witfi "Branam1 Teenai'' want to argue tfiat 

MiaweStern fimnopfiooia ana tfie inaBiUty to aeal witfi genaer eonftrnion wa:-; at tfie 

fieart eJf tfie triple Rilling. Wfiat eon1e5 out of tfie "Tfie Branaon Teena ~tory" i:-; a 

Stuay in Smpiaify tfiat 15 proua of it5elf l :-;mpiaify tfiat fiate5 anytfiing Otltsiae of tfie 

everyday. 

Brandon, dressing a:-; a n1an tfirougfiout fier teenage year:-;l wooea Ralf a aozen 

women in Nebraska, ineluaing one tfiat aeeeptea a propo:-;al of marriage. Tfie 

weJmen inte:rviewea agreea BranaeJn's Best qualify was tfie aoilify "to l<now w fiat a 

won1an wants:" 1\ fflena saia, "Teena: l<new who a fetnale wasi Beeause fie was fen1ale 

at one time, and he knew what a tnale wa5, 'eause fie was n1ale now. It was great." 

Branaon's lovers tall< vaguely aoout teJuefiing ana l<issing, neJne ael<now leaging sfie 

aetually l<new Branaon was a wmnan. Gne saysl "Tfiey tola mel ana I'm lil<el 

"Hermaphrodite?' Wfiat are you tall<ing aBoun I was really freaKing out - "'fem n1ean 

I'm dating an animal?'" 

Branaon, oeffienaing people in Falls city, tola tfiem sfie wa:-; in tfie la:-;t :-;tage:-; of a 

sex-change operation, whiefi lea to em1fu:-;ion ana anger in tfie eon1n1unify of less 

tfian 5l66tl Tfiings startea to unravel when Branaon wa:-; arrestea on Baa-efieel< 

efiarges flee. 15 ana Brol<e clown Christmas Eve when 1eJfin totter ana Tfion1as 

Nissen partially strippea Branaon tn front of fier lover to snow fier Branaon was 

female. 

Tfiat lea to Branaon's Bael<-seat rape ana tfie filing of efiarges against Nissen ana 

toner, Botfi unemployea ex-eonviets. Muefi of tfie rest of tfie aoeumentary is tal<en 

up witfi tapes of 3fieriff efiarles taux interviewing Branaonl a misera:Ble litany of 

embarrassing, unanswerable questions ( "Wfiat ao you mean By "sexual iaentify 

crisis?' " ). 

T ,ottPr_ 22_ ::inn NissP.n. 21- wPrP r::illP.o in to thP. shPriff's offirp on DP<:. 28. tol<i of thP. 
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efiarges against tfien1 ano releasecl.. Two oays tater tfiey fittnteo cl.own firanom1 at 

tfie fionu~ of a fftenol tisa tan1oert, ano snot Botfi of tfietlll along witfi Pfiitip flevinel 

leaving a s-montfi otcl. ooy erying in fiis erio. 

They were arrested and Nissen eonfessecl.1 saying totter pttltecl. tfie trigger, and 

fl5ffi are serving life sentenees: tJ.5. Marsfiat R5n 5fiepfiercl. saio, "Tfiese are gtttlessl 

eowaroly people. Tfiey're jttSt pttnl<s .... fill we neecl.ecl. to oo was get Nissen to 

sqttectl til<e tfie pig-tfictt fie is:" 

Muska and Olafsdottir offer evicl.enee tfiat tfie reason firanoon ano fier friencl.s were 

1nttrcl.erecl. wets Beeattse of fion1opfio·o1a1 eiting Nissen's fear tfiat tfie rape left fiin1 

open to efia:rges of Being fiomosexttal. Miefielte totterl '.rofin's sisterl eoncl.emns 

Brandon with the words, "Wfiat oio fie tfiinl< fie was ooing1 Bringing tfiis s- - to a 

small town Ul<e tfiis? I wanteo film to go Bael< to tineotn. I wa:nteo fiim away." 

totter, interviewea in prison1 tall<s 111atter-of-faetly a:Bottt ffie rapel sa:yingl "I 

eottlcl.n't get it ttpi yott l<now? 5fie was very1 very qttiet1 oion't :.amy notfiing ... "6uefi.' 

" fie a:an1its tfireatening Brana5n1 Bttt 'jttst 'eattse y5tt say s5metfiing cloesn't mean 

you're going to ea:rry it ottt. ff I aial tfiere'a Be a tot of people cl.eacl.." 

The documentary is full of strange interlttcles. Branaon says Nissen rurnecl to fier 

after the rape and asked, 

"We're stilt fftencl~?'' .f\HG tmnoert's fa:tfier1 ta:tl<tng a:Bottt tfie 111ttrcler of fiis 

cla:ttgfiter1 m5tfier 5f tfie s-montfi-5la left a:Uve 1 finas fihnself lost in a monologtte 

about his car's transmission ( "I aion't l<now tfiat inttefi a:Bottt a: fiyorattUe eltttefi" J. 




