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h ' th'e :refr.aln : 'Hrhls is ' San ' ' a~a,t \V:itt) :a ,yot;Jn,g : m~n:s : S'tf'\Jggle: with ,being ' ' 
• : F.ran'ct~·c~!"_'. ,fong~tlme re~ld~nts , HIV-positive. My strongest. impression remains , , 
, attempt tq explain , the plethora of ttiat: of a :straightforward yet Rowerfut· portrayal 
: , , , even.ts I·n the ·s~y Are~ , to :new .. • 9( life' as' It Is :nve~,. not a~ t't ts : written'. Mabel , 
.comers wonder.ing where ·to start. Do I test the, Maney and . her Lake , Merriman Player$ J~J~ i'iy:,. 

waters' with the· tip ' of my to:e; O'r just dive right: lowed, with a performance ·of a radio' plal vw- ·-" 
'In?, A .Qlfferer,t LlgtJt's 'Third Annual Readers '&' sicm ,of , her :latest , takeof.f : on ' the , Nan'.cy.,,. ___ _ 
, Writers Crmference presented a 3-day-long llt- , Dr;ew?Hardy : Boys genre; "A : Ghost · Ip : t,he • 
·e'rary srriorgasoord. from which I could gorge or Closet.'' The' playlet works best 1·n cozier · set~ , 
;nIobIe,' resting the requisite hour bef.o're plung-. tings than the cavemous :auditoriu'm, Wh:ere the : • 
:Ing In. • • non-aural aspects ·can • 

• The confere:nce, ~ub'- • • : . Jia.~qly pfi) appr~qi~t~d:. : 
,titled "A Bay , Area Queer '( From ' my seat : in the 
: ~iterary : Event','' officially • back l'.'QW; t· could barely 
; b~gct;n vvith :a , p~rfdrmance . make : :out'. , the : fac,ial 
: in :The Women's Building expressions of the play- , 
·a,uciilorlurn. : :Hrrimm ... a e·rs • as they· i'nteracteo : 
, pe,:forin$qce. : .. , "c;t blend of , [ dn'-stage.: UAfottu6ate•IY., : 
:tt.leate·r and spoken word" because · this : ls San 
:ttJe program ' p.romlsed . .'. : Frandsc6, a prev'lo'us 
: w,ith ' : : ; : : : ,several ' con,rnltmeitt ' cut : short 
,p'erfor-rners/acts/groups. , t,he ·rest _of the perfor-
·would: It be: total chaos or : , ry,c;i~ce(s): fc;>r:rTJe:. : : : 
: was : there so·m:e secret : , , , The , : next , day 
code t~ separate the _ • be;gan ;brigtH and iate 
touris(s : fr<;>m : ~h~ resi- ' (:because ' ttJls Is civilized 
dents? , '.'This , is San : San FraAci'Sco) with a 
Pran,cisco'!'' : I : reminded • p.:anef· ·called : : "0ueer • 

: 'my:self. , , EmQees : .Kri:s through : the , :Y,ears", : , 
i , Kovick -and · Joan Jett.- three _separate tal·ks on 
i~,,BJ~kk,.l)e,gan }qEf J~r.q,9~,e.q~ ,,. • differ Qt .' _ aspeots • : 0:1 , 
. ing:s,, offering their .-sepa- ' --: ·\ : •• M~'ff#f • 
rate views of the · ~urr~nt • Stryker and ;Jim: Yan _ • 

• P,olitical and social scene. ~ B14si Ir1<'. , cp~aµtJ)qr~ : o,f : 
'M.s. : Kovick did ; the :o'ui- • ;. Gay , by ,the , Bay, . 
• raged but coritrol'led :cc;>mi1/ • 1 explained why : they • 
'c9mi:n~r,t~ry , Vv't:ll¢h. ha.9 : : ch.ose : breadth : ove·r 
, lost some of Its . edge_:_ , . depth , for, thel r, hislorical 
• obvious targets: like Fo'rties ·overvt·ew • of queer S:an 
:ahd :0r~n:u:n : h'ad :already - F-ranclsco, . :and : then , 
, become ,yesterday',s news, whe:tted , everyone's 
,fv1s. ~ett~Blakk segued Into : ~P:P~ti.te ~i:th: sam'plrn.g~ , 
:p.ertorrnance, : reminding , : Jo~n: ~e'.tt7al~~k.fl~~~s' fJe~r p9ljtical : . of photos.and accompa.-
• e,v~ryon~ ~~e· is again · run:- : • muse.le as Presidential Candidate • nying • comm~ntary from : • 
'nln'g ' -'for Pres(derit. She, d ' ' ' t t'h' 'R'&w' 'c ' • ' ' ' ·, t,he, ', ',bo, ok',. ,El,lz,ab, e,th,' . . . . . . . . . an emcee a ·e - • , or:1~ : • 
, however, .unlike the. "otn.er - : : : : .- Summe:rs spoke 'f.rom a , • 
car-1dldales, • choos~s , to · • , , ., , pers.onal and blegraphr,-

• wa~t :ur:,tll the d~s~ ~tt~e~, ,tt,en ,wJU:o,fer 'h~rs~lf, ~I pqirjlt'oJ ylew, .r~cp~n:Ung her family's hlsto'- : 
. up .as the or.ily re-al _altematlve to Mss'rs. Clinto·n ry, via the tndivl'dual histories 'of ,her: female rel- • 
• and bole. · She urged everyone: In the ·crowd to atlves, ·one lesbian a'unt In particular wtl'o : was ' 
: write. In her, nam'e : on ' the' ballot 'tn November,, out,: proud,, and Who ref'usea to be :pigeon:-holed : ' 
spelling , it however we chose. ('"This Is San by society·. ·From yet another , p,oint of· '{iew, • 

' Erancisco!") The onl~ plea for cam·paign funds,· ~~lv~do~t;l ~o~qiq ~qqu~·-~*mf~e~ pre~e'n(ed , ' 
: whtch : resembled a ' .batting of her ' eye·lashes ' the problems ' encounterea when stereotypes 
• rather than , an ~~tual plea, came wh_en _she' p.lfl~h·- ·the assumptiqn ' that ~very:one ·who : 
, o:f.t~r~Q , h~~ post~r tor: sale. Wh~n , $~ough ' ~p'e~ks' ~ : Spani~li-I:0rt~et,cep ' l~rigu~ge , will : , 
money beeomes available fo.r printing mO're e~sUy understand one another; that every con- , 
"""'~tnr~ I.An t .... ++_Ol,..l,l, u,111 a...,.. .,.,....,...,. .-..1,.,...,+....,...,.....,,1 



. Fran.clsce!''t, long-tlrn~ r.e~idents, ·• 
-·. attempt.to explain the plethora of 

, ,. events In- the 'Bay Area to new~· : .• ,d.: nat as It Is written. ", • • 
-· ~om~rs-,wpr'.ldering where ,tq start. Do -I test tt,e ' , ·M~'ley~, .anctl .,h~r ,Lake , Merriman- Players ' 
·, waters with , the tip of my ,toe, or just dive rtght · ",· lowed; with·, a performance ,of a radio play ·v§r
. _i"n? A ·0 ·1,fferent: Light's third Ann:Uat Readers' & ,: ,: ."sion·. O,f ,_ t:ier" • 1ate·st . takeoff :~ on ~ the Nancy.,. 

Wrlter;s -Con.terencepr,ese,ntect -a. '3-day-long lit· -:", Drew/Hardy-, $0,ys - genr,e·,. ••A Ghpst , In , the · 
• ·erary smo.rgasbord from Which I could ,gorge or ·, Closet.·" The ·playlet works besHn ,cozier~set- , 

nl,bble; resting the requisite tw:iur· befo"re pltmg~ :· tlr,,'gs "thaA the cav"emou:s:aadltorium, where the : ' 
Ing In .. · , : , , , , , , < -: non-,aurral . aspects can 

, H ie ·conference, sub- · ' .. ·-, • nardly be appreciated . 
. ' titled 11A ·say Area Queer ' . F. rom . my seat in ' the . 
• Lite r:ary Event.~•. officially ~. back-row; I: could ·barely • 
: beg~n with_ a penormance :· • :' qt~ke_ • ,: ou,: :m~• :1?ci~I , 
. • In . 'The . Women's ,. 'Building.; expressions of, the play.,- , 
' aud'itorlum. '. :Hmmm.: .. a , e~rs ·as 1

•

0

they , in,teracted '' 
: pe~omiahce': .: "a :b·1er1d of ··9n-stage: QryJQ,rtunatelY., , , • 
,· th~aler .and spoken word".· , be~~u.s~ --. thi~ -~Js . Sari . 
, the program -·promised... . Francisc<;>. a ,previous , , 
: Wi_tti ' : several com,mitm~rh/ ~ut short ' • 
. p·erforme.rs/.act~/groups. . 1· -t~~ ,re-st ,of ~h'e· perfo:r-

i· Would it be total chaos or mance(s) for.me. 
:· was· :tt-iere ,some· secre:t • 

0 

The. next ·day • 
· code to · s·epara.te (h·'3 '. ' ~egan · bright · and · iate · 

tourists • from the '' resl- . :r. (because· this Js civilized · 
. dents? : • "This : /s : San • ·_sa.11· Franc-isco) with a , , 

Frandsco!,'' · I remi•6ded·, .,, p.ar1et •called · · ''Queer · 
my~eH._· : Emcees • K~is • t~rouQ~ ·· the ', Years", : 

L, Ko~ick ' and Joan , J,ett- • tfilree .--·s~parate· talks on . 
1t.,,,,;,Bfakk ... began.JhQ PrQP~~q.~ different as ects ',Of . 

ings, • o_ffertng V their,: sepa~ 
.. rate ·: views ··of the current ,-&tf)'~.er: · and ,vJim ·<.V.an 
, . political and '·,soclal scene. . .,Btiskbk, co-authors ,of 
1 ,Mis .• • Kovick '_ did Jhe : out-' ·Gail'- · }>y . tl)e· Say, ' : 
. raged but contro,lled cpr;ni,c '"-explained wJ:}y /! fhe.y • • 
commentary. wh·lch • had:' ~ Gho-Se- breadth -, over 
io~f ~b.me : of Its edge-: _"' ·; c::lepu~· ·fo~Jneir ~l~t<;>rical • 

• ot>vi9us t~rge,ts like Fort;>e's. , ❖ ovarv.ie~ of ·queer ·san 
and Gramm had' already YF-ranct'sco,- and then 

• be;come yesterday's· news. · i wheUed • ' ev~ryone''$ • .. 
Ms.;J~tt-elalq<-~ -gued into ' '' . . . . . . . . . . . . . ' . appeUte with samplings . 
pertonn.ance / reminding . .Joan Jett-Blakk flexes her-political , · ·, of' .photos· and accompa- : • 

•. ev·eryor1e she is again run- ' muscle as Pres'idential Candidatet ,,' ,, ,nylng commentary fror,n ,, ' 
• nlng ,fo.r President. ·Sh. e,· . ,. ·. d.· . . . ·t·tH R&W c' · .. ' .. ' ,, the - book . . ' ,- Elizabeth .-',.' . an emcee a e· • , • on. • • • • • • • • , · however, , u rilike , 'the :other ,• •• . • • • , 0

' , , ·, • 'Summe_rs ~poke from a .. , • 
' cai1dlq~tes, ' _choose,s f-o • ,. • • • • : ' ,. •• personal ano blOgf1:lphi- '" • 
, waH until Jhe dµst·-settles, then wlll off~r he"rse.lf ·, : ca1,,point, of vtew,- ,recoun:Ung her ,family's' histo,- · 
, ,up as•the,·onl•y·,real altem.atlve.,to Mssrs-:•Cl~nton : , ·,ry via the lndlvlaual histories 'of her- female ·rel•-· 
,· .arid Dole. She urge~. ·ev~ryohe .In the crow'd ,t~ .• • "·at1v.es: ·one ·1esbli1n au:nt In 'pal11cular wt,·o ·was, ' 
, wr:ite in her name on the ballot In · November, 'out: prot:id, and who ref:used to be.pigeon-holed · •• 
' 'spelling It : ti,owe·v,er we chose. ("This is San·,:, • ::by . $0Ciety; '_. ·Fivrp .>1e,t ~~.ot~~ ~. point 'of view, ' 
, Francisco!") )"he qnly plea fo,r ~mpalgn functs, - -Sfilyador.an ,Ho~cio Roque•8amfrez presente9 

wt:li•o~. resembled a ·batting o.f her eyelashes · ·:the, problems. encountered when ste·r.eotypes · 
:rathe·r 'than • ~n . actual : plea, came wne·n : she • ,: •ql,ash~the ." as~uh)ptton: :lhfll everyone who • : .. 

-:· <;>Jferedi he,r -J:>oster, ~or sale.• When enough - ,:spe.af(~ -a , .Spanl'sf:i-lnfl~.e~ced ' l{:lnguage, wll:I ,- , .. • 
money'·, becomes avallabl'e • fo.r printing . more , ·, ,easlly understand, one· another; that every con- ·, • 
"posters( :Ms: jett~Biakk wUI 'be seen, plastered .' r 

0

p capt In one-.· lahguage oa_n b~ flawlessly 'trans~ '' • 
all over ·the city, probably , In more ways than , : lated, Into ,any •other;: that everyo,ne's goals In· .. 
~one~;, : , , , . • : the queer"Ch!_cario and Latino ·commu(li~jes are : 

l'He actual, performance(s) began with the . • Identical. On.e .·member ol the pan~I . . '] rinity . 
-0-ramaDIVAS; perfo,m,ers all 21 years o:f age'Or ", ; -:0roona, was'Called away ·to :Los Angeles~ t the 
·yOl.i"nger:_.on:e performer was a·Ra,rtl,eular"stand~ ·, ." , la$t ,: ndn.ute • alid ~uld~ ndt ·appe~ar. 1(Am~mg 
out, a m·~le in drag 'h'.hb ;rtvaJe,d , rv,s. ,Je:tt-~la,kK . . , ", oth~.~ thlflQS, f ha~-.planned to ask Ms.' Ordon~ : . 
for : /ookin' . good ·honors. _A moving segment , _ : wh_ere:a:F_lllplna could ·get _a _good: haircut In. San : ,. 

1 • I I 
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F~cisco. : I'm still looking~) . • ture, sexual orientation. class, religion/spiritual- I 
:.· ,.·,.· The Women's Building overflowed from ltyi language and (dts)ablHty," followed by :I 
floor to ceiling with budding and bloomed writ- • "Keeping Your Day Jobt Reasoning thatthere ~ 

:ers ·and readers attending nine different work~ : would certainly be a .Fourth .Ann~al Conferer.tce t=I_: 
L~f'iop~ runni·ng the gamut from how-to, sessions next yeari I· saved my energy for. the. last· event "'-
Hke· finding an agent and . Writing a 'book pro- . : at : the :women's : Bu_ilding·, a panel. anti.tied I 

osal, toa:queer studies overview, to writing of : . "Mainstreaming . Queer Llt/Queerin,Q I 
'!fous kinds like -International queer writing · Mainstream Lit" The Hawaiian name of moder_. I 

ross-gendered queer porn." I zeroed In : • ator Lisa· Kahaleole Hall dre_w me. Jewelle I 
·,''Writers as "Activists" panel, still seeking Gomez began her talk by saying she couldn't ji 

perspective, not having any · precon- understand· how· the panel· co·uld • discuss ·the -I 
' n of what that mlgh~ be: or what the • . topic at hand without a white gay Writer present,· I 
_ y~ioul_d . p_resent. Appar~ntly . the title . because white gay males have always had -the , ~ 
J was quite amorphous. to several of · • most success ·finding· mainstream publishers.· -~,~-~ 

_ .. ,;?~ji,sts as,, we'll, as they begah :by $aylng The viewpoints on the que·stlbn ·of wh~ther or 
'. ~ldn' t qul_te know what they. w~re. sup"'. 1 hot a· queer writer should pubUst) with a small 

,ised to be talking about. Interesting facts and Rress or a large publls~lng • hquse seemed to 
,musing anecdotes aqounded . . Helen Zia told come down to the race of tne pEln·ensts. 

about bow ,Ms.. Magaz ine co"ntacted . Maxine Katherine Forrest and· Meredith Maran, Or.le an 
Hong Kingston and Alice Walker- to ,get their out lesblan arad the other ~ write( who happensf

1
• 

perspeetlves during a period ,of racial tension to be queer, one who began 'with a small press 
between Asians 'and Afrtcan-Arne·ficanS In L.A: and Is moving. to a large publlshlng ·house .and 

. In -1992. According to Ms. Zia, the women's the other who has already been w.ltti a 1large 
':reactions we·re . almost ldentlcal-:-'ls· there tep -: publishing h9use for a ong period, both spoke 
slon? . WHy ... that's te i:;rible·!' Eric · Hofes, In , oJ the relatt-vety .large book adva;nces they ate , 
response to a question from the audience; given. Ms. For,rest, presently .tbe · best:-seUln,g 
.:offered. 'his . list of ·what is necessary t p avolq lesbian author in· the WoHe, -stressed that he:r 
~otlvi1st 'mld~li,fe burnout:: 1) a si,mple liifestyle , 2) decision to move to a large publishing ~ouse 
8 hburs-of sleep every day, and 3) ? clrGl·e of was based on her desire for r:nore exposure fo_r 
good f_riends. In rhy naiv~te,· I exp_ected tenns to, he.r: wt:iting. To illustn,3.te ttie problems encoun .. 
' I;>~ 9efined before the· panel be§an, such as tered by queer w.rlters of color durtr,g tJl:scus:-. 
•What·~xactly .quallfles .a_s •~~clJyl§J)J 1,'.\"~ljl(i, 99,~.$

0
, .. __ si9t1~. ,I!b . repr~sentc:ltiv~s .. of _large plibUshing 

wr"i.ti n,g • n~~d to be defined In' tEinns·~:.o1 'Hs"'.•pu·r~~H~:?-~~h"'~ir~i~~~~'ffe1:;i,~ ()ffl8Z''i;C sait1~,t,she:>:;~as .Jol<i .; ·.· . 
: pose'' before its quality can be discussed. Is the som~thing alon.g the lines of " .. -.I:f you could 
) ~u~Hty of tQe" writing _ever:. a.n issue? Is writing Write Hke.·.; .'' . or If ... we've already_ done the 
: meant_ to pe·rsuade or ~xpose _atways as Intel- African-Ame.rtcara t>O'oK for ·the ,season .... " SHe 
lectually :honest as It should be? . adaman_tly sapport~ :$mall-presses: saylog {hey· 

• • ~eadings were helg t~roughout the after- have always. been arp~nd ar-u·~ wlll conti:~ue to 
noon, .culminating an . Saturday night with a flourish. All participants seemed to agree that 
Poetry Slam anda,klckoff reading for the Queer being labeled ."gay" ·or "lesbian" wa~ .almost 
v1e:w _MJ~rorar1tt,plogy·,_ whlch leatures ,over 100_ absolute assura:c,ce that o~e',s bo.ok wot.dd raqt 
"short-short".pieces f'"9r,rl -~Y Area write·rs. The ,. •,be, reviewed in - the - mainstream media. 
high quality -of the pieces·· trom the· anthology · • Someone ·offered the· historical footnote that 

1
:was a ~elcome surprise; ·1t)e u'n~sua!IY fln·e and_ •. :, '·J~~es joyqe',s Ulysses was fiirst publlshecfby a . 
nuanced readings of -so many of the .contribu- · . . , le,sblan press. I would have liked to have 
~ors ·~sotutely astounded me. • • • • ·, • • • • •l~amed how·the current rove affair of .large pub
::·.: "~ ·~ ffl)al ,day began with nine 'rrio·re work-: : • • . H'.sfrers with Asian fiction Is helping or .hurting 

i·:Sll~$ .aina ,~~ -more ret~cung.s. I should. have • queers -of color; 
;::ditotic!f Ethics"·: ·panel : Like the saridwfohes ottered in the lobt>y, . 

J~~s p~fs ,questlons,'but intel- . there : was-sornethtng f~.r everyone at th~ con- • 
~ ;t- - ~n ""MovtAg • to· San ference smorgasbord. Lite•rary events werr;e 

~d~nal 'Ethics.~ ·tot-· ·never this mucti fun ·in Honolulu-· "This_. is Sara 
1•~•~?1•0·,,ar:a,~~--, "~ t.~,1tr.e-~ ~ tera~ .. a t. Francisco!" T : • • • • • 
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