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THIS MONTH'S HEADLINES: 

PHILIP SALEM RESURFACES ... PENNSYLVAN'IA CONSIDERS LICENSING OF 
ELECTROLOGISTS ... "ESPRIT 91" & "BE ALL" DATES ANNOUNCED ... SISTER 
MARY ELIZABETH CHALLENGES SENATOR ALAN CRANSTON ... G.G.R.C. HALLOWEEN 
BALL HELD ... NEW COMMUNITY RESOURCE CENTER ... MAN CONVICTED IN 
TRANSVESTITE MURDER CASE ... TRI-ESS BOARD OF DIRECTORS TO DISCUSS NEW 
BY-LAWS ... TRANSSEXUAL TEACHER LOSES JOB IN NEW MEXICO 

NATIONAL NEWS SECTION BEGINS ON PAGE 2 

ALSO: THE ART OF GIRL WATCHING, PAGE 16 
CHOOSING THE RIGHT THING TO SAY, PAGE 17 
GETTING YOUR EARS PIERCED, PAGE 18 

NEW LOCATIONS FOR MANY REGULAR FEATURES ... SEE PAGE 2 FOR DETAILS 



KYMBERLEIGH'S CLIPBOARD 

ADAPTING TO THE HASS MARKET 

As most "'veryone who subsc:ribes to "Cross-Talk" knows, 
we �av� ��centlv beg�n m3rke�ing this newsletter ta �h� 
:1.attonwide �ender commun11:y. Since up to tb!s point, 
aver ao% c,f aur readership has been within Southern 
,:alifc,rni.3, we have had a regional flavor that must be 
necessa.ril:, now be reduced somewbdt. 
Effective with this month's issue, I have made some 
minor changes to better serve our growing nationwide 
readershio: 
tt In add1tion to the major gender col!llllunity news of 

the month which appears to the right of my column on 
page 2, pages 3 and 4 will now contain the balance 
of these news stories which have in the past 
appeared throughout the newsletter. This move is 
designed to better serve the information needs of 
the col!llllunity by providing a mcnthly overview. ** This consolidation of the news section has resulted 
in the "0: 00 T. V. llews" section to be moved to page 
'5, i:ounediately following the "serious" news, and 
"Odds & Ends" to be 1110ved to page 12. 

** In order to make our three opinion columns easier to 
read, "Vex Populi" will move to page 7. This will 
allow Eileen McCleary and Anne Blackwood's columns 
to run in their entirety on page o. 

** Roger Pea's "liotebook" and the significant others 
column "S.O. There!" will now run side-by-side on 
page 10, replacing "Southern California Events 
Calendar". 

** Phaedra Kelly's articles will now run as a regular 
column, "The Ombudstran", on page 13. ** Advertising !or national events will be consolidated 
!or easy reference on page 15 every 110nth, along 
with the national hotlines' listing from the old 
"Calendar". 

-One final note about the demise of the "Southern 
California Events Calendar": The listings of L.A. area 
support groups, social organizations, and nightclubs 
will appear in our companion "Yellow Pages" publication 
which may be ordered by using the form on page 17. We 
will continue, for the time being, to run free 
advertising for local charitable events in the 
community. 
I hope that these changes will make "Cross-Talk" 1110re 
readable, without completely losing the editorial 
flavor that has made this newsletter a success in the 
gender community. 
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MAKING MYSELF PERFECTLY CLEAR: Last month's 
"Clipboard" made it seem to some that the weeklv 
Saturday night breakfasts at Sitton·s wou"d be · 
discontinued, since it was the Valley Girls that 
started this tradition. Well, that tradition will 
c:ontinue-. in fact, I don't think I could stop �hose 
breakfasts from happening if I tried! Sorry for the 
contusion, and thank you to those who called and 
brought this oversight to my attention. 

/1111111/III 

APOLOGIES <AGA!JIJJ: The "Yellow Pages", al though back 
from the printers, have not yet been mailed. And the 
reason is simple ... $$$. The slowdown of the nation's 
economy has taken its toll here at "Cross-Talk:" as 
well. Last month brought in the fewest number of 
subscriptions in our history, and that reduced cash 
flow to the point where if we weren't using a bulk 
permit, we might not have even gotten this newsletter 
out! <No. I can't use the permit to mail "Yellow 
Pages" ... but the explanation why 1s too involved. > 

Those of you who are still patiently rr hope! waiting 
will receive the resource guide as soon as things pick 
up enough to get postage costs covered. 
!n the meantime. you can help •�s weather thLa ec::inomi-� 
slowdown by asking your non-subscribing friends to stop 
procrastinating and get their $18 in' 
"Best wt •.:rass-T.3lk'• b..2-s t,,:,an delayed bv a te,:hni<:al 
glit�h in one of the comnuter tex� files. I siould 
�ave :.t ,jut =.hcrtly afte� ·•Yellow Page-s"' get: ma�lt::d. 

. \I, Kvmberleigh 
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P H I L I P SRLEM R£SURFRCES 
<kmr' -- Af<:er several mcntns of ina,;t ivitv, Phi lip 
S.:a.1-::m' s "Nort!:l. At lant 1c Transv�st 1 te Tr.:.t.ns.sex:ua l 
So,:iety" has resurfaced. 

Salem has aoparently c:ompletely abandoned his "Ina 
Rubin" alter e<10 in favor of using the name "Tanya 
Ray". A ;:,erso�al ad was ;:,laced u;:;der :hat name 1n the 
most recent edition of "Femanine", using a different 
photograph than the one submitted with that ad in other 
publications. "Cross-Talk" attempted to alert Tania 
Valen. publisher of "Feman1ne". of Salem's prevtous use 
of the name. Valen refused to comment specifically, 
but accused ''Cross-Talk" of carrying on a "vendetta" 
against Salem, and demanded proof of Salem's misdeeds. 
As much of the documentation in our f 1 les ha·s been 
given to us wlth the understanding that it would not be 
released other than to law enforcement agencies, we 
have respectfully declined to comply With Volen•s 
request, and have indicated that our long-standing 
reciprocal promotion agreement will be suspended so 
long as she defends Salem and continues to do business 
with him. 

Xore suspect is a new publication, "T.V. Guy", using 
a Las Vegas post office box as a mailing address. A 
copy malled to "The Valley Girls" (but not requested) 
featured two "advice" columns written by Salem, an ad 
for his "Society" listing "Tanya Ray" as screening 
coordinator, and 14 personal ads using Salem's Seattle 
address. The magazine also featured two "feature" 
articles wt th Salem• s address, and the "Tanya Ray" ad 
with a different photograph than the one accompanying 
the "Pe-nine" ad. 

In a series of articles in "Cross-Tallc" between 
February and June of this year, it was revealed that 
Salem ls not a doctor, and that "Ina Rubin" ls an alias 
he has used to deceive potential "members" that there 
ls a genetic female involved in his "society". There 
have also been complaints filed with the Postal 
Inspector by individuals who have sent Salem money for 
his "TV-TS Directory" but received nothing in return. 
In at least one case. Salem's reply to the complaint 
revealed the complainant as a crossdresser; in that 
case, the "directory" ultimately consisted of five 
outdated issues of TV publications. 

As in the past, "Cross-Tallc" urges members of the 
gender community to avoid contact with Salem and his 
organizations, and to boycott those publications that 
accept his advertising. 

SISTER NRRY 

CHRLLEN6ES 
ELIZABETH 

SEN. CRANSTON 

<kmr) -- Senator Alan Cranston <D-Ca l. >, who voted to 
override President Bush's veto of the Civil Rights Ac': 
of 1990, has been contacted by Sister ){a.ry Elizabeth of 
J2CP Information Services suggesting a change of the 
wording in the Act to provide for equal rights 
protection for all groups, including the transgendered 
COllllllUnity. 

Responding to Cranston's remark in a letter to her 
dated October 1 a-uring her of his "commi t•nt to ma.lee 
the guarantee of equality for every A-rican a 
reality", Sister Xary has suggested language for the 
Act replacing "race, color, religion or national 
origin" with the following: 

"Age; ancestry; c'olor; class or caste; creed; 
economic position or status; education; ethnic or 
cultural background; gender or gender identity; 
handicap or disability; medical, psychiatric, or 
psychological diagnosis, illness, or condition; 
nationality or national origin; religion or religious 
preference; race; sex, sexual status, sexual 
orientation or preference; social status or social 
upbringing." 

The President justified his veto of the Act by saying 
he feared its enactment would cause employers to adopt 
quotas in order to avoid lawsuits. The Senate missed 
overriding the veto by one vote . 

Sen. Cranston has not yet replied �o Sister 1'!ary' s 
October 10 letter suggesting the changes. 
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<kmr' -- The Board of Directors of the Society for the 
Second Self <Tri-Ess> will discuss a new set of By-Laws 
for the organization at their meeting :ater this month. 

The new By-Laws are intended to set out specific 
requirements tor membership, including the recent 
addition of wives and partners to the active member 
category. They will also provide for the direct 
election of Board members by the active membership and 
make ·specific provisions for flexibil ity in the 
operation of Tri-Ess chapters, while establishing basic 
general policies for them. 

After the Board's approval, the new By-Laws will be 
sent to the Tri-Ess membershio for ratification. A new 
const itution was adopted by the Board at last 
November's .. Holidav". 

This year's Board meeting will occur -during the 
Saturday afternoon portion of the "Holiday En Femme" 
convention in Houston, TX this month. 

It has also been announce,j that acclaimed 
photographer �riette Pathy-Allen has announced plans 
to priasent 3. progr.3.m entitled ··opening Tbe Shutters" a.t 
the "Holldav". Pathy-Allen is well-known in the gender· 
•:ommunitv for her boois: "Transformations: Crossdressers 
and These Who Lav� The� 1

• She also worked with actress 
.3.nd dire,.:-tor :.et: 1.J'rant an the HEO documentary "What Sex 
Am I'". 

"Opening The Shutter�" was originally present:ed 
i:=arl ier th1::S year 3t the IFGE "Coming Together" 
convent ion in Boston. 

• ESPRIT 91' � 'BE BLL. DR TES 
RNNOUNCED 

<"Emerald City li'ews" .> -- Expanding on the succes,5 ot 
this year"s "90 in 90" event, E111eral! (lty of Seattle 
has Joined forces wtth Yorthwest Gender Alliance of 
Portland, OR and the Cornbury Society opf Vancouver, BC 
to sponsor "Esprit 91" in mid-Ka•,. 

The weekend will once again take place at the Red 
Llon Bay�hore lnn in Port Angeles. VA, and wi,l be 
extended by an additional day to four days and five 
nights. The tentative schedule will inciude events at 
Vancouver's Empress Hotel and surrounding area. 

Esprit 91 will take place Kay 15 through 19 of 1991. 
Specific events, speakers and entertainers have not 
been announced. 

It has also been announced that the 1991 "Be All You 
Vant To Be" wt 11 be held June 5 through 9 at the 
Cleveland !!arriott. "Be Al l", one of the gender 
community' s longest running conventions. is 
co-sponsored by Paradise Club, Chi Chapter, Transpitt 
and Crossroads. A specific schedule of events and 
speakers has not yet been fina lized. 
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NRN IN TRRNSUESTITE 
CRSE 

CONUICTED 
MURDER 

<Ventura, CA "Star-Free Press" J -- Almost three yers 
after a transvestite was killed in an Oxnard bar, a man 
who admitted the killing has been found guilty of 
second-degree murder in the case. 

Daniel Montenegro Delgado, 24, faces 17 years to life 
in prison in the death of Rosendo Sancb.ez Reyes. 29. 
Sanchez Reyes danced with Delgado's brother at the bar 
on December 26 of 1987. Delgado, who b.otly 
disapproved, has admitted firing his semi-automatic 
pistol into Sanchez Reyes, who was dressed as a woman. 
The jury had to decide if Delgado planned the killing 
or merely fired prematurely in self-defense .. Delgado 
admitted a hatred of gay men who dressed as women, 
believing they would lure men to isolated places and 
11:111 them. 

According to testimony, Delgado's brother, Lorenc 
Montengro was unaware he was dancing with a man. 
Sanchez Reyes, who apparently had hormone-induced 
breasts, identified himself as Crystal. After breaking 
up the dance, Delgado argued off and on with Sanchez 
Reyes, then went out to his truck, placed a cocked gun 
under his jacket, returned inside to where Sanchez 
Reyes was seated and fired, according to testimony. 

Delgado, who disappeared afterward, confessed when 
arrested in Glendale, Arizona in March. The arresting 
officers testified that Delgado told them his thoughts 
while retrieving the gun were that he was going to 
"kill that faggot". 

Sentencing of Delgado will take place November 1� . 

G . G . R . C HRLLOUEEN BOLL HELO 

<kmrl -- The 31st annual G.G.R.C. Halloween Ball. he:d 
for the first time at the old Desi l u  <now Ren-Jllar, 
Studios in Hollywood, featured a K.ardi Gras/Rio 
Carnaval atmosphere this year. 

The Ball, which is co-sponsored by the Hollywood 
Boys' Club, created the carnival atmosphere by 
providing vendors of hot dogs, pretzels, peanuts, 
popcorn and soda. 

This year's event featured a special appearance �y 
female impersonator Jimmy James as Jllarilyn Monroe. 
James is currently appearing at the Hollywood Rossevelt 
Hotel's Cinegrill. Since a large number of those 
attending work for the major television and motion 
picture studios, the evening was a mix ,:if ·spectcu l ar 
Hollywood costumes, from huge, gorgeously designed 
costumes to the barest, most revealing ones. 

The Halloween Ball was first held in 1959 by a gr'J'..lP 
of men who belonged to the same equestrian ,club. Since 
crossdr<:ssing was illegai 3.t the time, t.b.ev named th� 
sponsoring gr'Jup <:he ·••,ay -,ir ls' Riding c:ub" to 
disguise their intent. 

FREE ADMISSION WITH THIS AD 
Wednesday, Thursday and Sunday 

ffMALI: IMJ>l:�§ONATION §tlOW 
9:30 PM 

ADMIT UP TO 4 PEOPLE 

The Queen Mary 
1 2449 Ventura Blvd. 
Studio City, CA 

Two Drink Minimum 
Call for Reservations 

(818) 506-5619 

SOCIALIZE WITH THE LOCAL TG COMMUNITY 
IN THE 11 K ING' S DEN" BACK BAR 
OPEN NIGHTLY EXCEPT MONDAYS 

$5.00 COVER CHARGE FRIDAY & SATURDAY NIGHTS 

----~--·--··-------- ··---------·----·- ---- --·-· --- -

ENE NITE" 
AY OF THE 
TH 

"FANTASY FASHIONS" 
AST SATURDAY OF THE 

TH 

2:00AM 



T S  T E  R C  H E R  L O S E S J O B  I N  N . M .  

G,3 � � u p ,  N'X " I nde pende n t " ' - - 3..: h a o l Board me mbe r s  a r �  
n o t  , a =e n t i ng on c: lu rges ma d e  by  t hree  Ga l l u p H i g :1 
Sc hoo l stude n t •s; t ha t  t he l r  ma t h  tea c h e r  had bee n f t r .;,d 
beca use of  h e r  r e c e n t  se x � ha nge 

S t ude n t s  J a r r nd Sc3 r b a r o u g h . A mv Da �s o n  and L o ve t te 
'We s t b r o o k  h a ve .35ke,j f a r  t he r -s 1 n s t a t e me n t  o f  t e a c h  
D . A .  Bose = n  o n  grounds t ha t  t he subst l t u t e  n o w  
teac h i ng her c l ass l s  not qua l l f i ed to t each . The 
5 t ude n t s  ma i nt a i n  t h e •, are be l ng depr i ved o f  a qua l i t y 
educat l o n .  

A l t hough Bose ma n  o f f i c i a l l y  res i gned Oc tobe r l ,  the 
s t ude n t s  be l i e ve she wa s  f orc:ed to do s o  beca use of t he 
boa r d ' :.  re l uc t .3. nce ove r he r sex- re�ss i gnme n t  surge r �, .  
Sc arborough , who had bee n  i n  Basema n ' s  c l ass t wo years 
ago , e xp l a i ned t ha t  h i s  t ea c he r  bega n prese n t i ng 
h i mse l f  as a woma n  i n  c l ass , f i na l l y  l e ga l l y chang i ng 
h is na me .  The sc hoo l board re f used t o  re l ease t he 
t e ac he r ' s  f u l l name .  

Daws o n  a nd Sca r borough c i rcu l a t ed a pe t i t i o n  t o  have 
Bose ma n  re i ns t a t ed , wh i c h  was presented to t he board 
wi t h  1 1 7 s i gnat ures at t he i r  Oc t o be r  l mee t i ng . Boar d  
pres ident  Ca l Foutz sa i d  the pe t i t i on wou l d  b e  k e p t  o n  
f i le .  but !!lll i nt a i ned t ha t  suc h st ude n t  pe t i t i ons 
" :iaven ' t  rea l l y made a d i f fe r e n c e "  in admi n i st ra t i ve 
personne l dec i s i ons . 
· Dawso n  sa i d  she f e l t  i t  was her t e a c h e r ' s  c ho i c e , not 
t h e  board ' s , and t h.a t  it was " d i st urb i ng t o  know t he 
.admi n i st ra t i on can ' t ha nd l e  t h i s . " Bose man was not 
present .at the meet i ng . 

N E U C O M M U N I T Y  R E S O U R C E C E N T E R 
- - --·- ·i-P-E-N-S--+N· --�E N T U R � -·· f-9-tHtf..Y-

• pr e s s  r e l ease • - - Gay & Le s b i a n  Re sou r c e s  of Ve n t u r a  
- : � un t ·; «}LR > w i l l  open a C o=u n i t y  Re s o u r c e  C e nt e r  i n  
· -1 ma r i l l o o n  N"ove mbe r l .  

�h-a C,a n t -a r . t o  be l oc a t ed o n l{o b i l Avenue nea r  Da l l y  
· ' ve w i l l  o f f er oee r  and p r o f ess i ona l counse l i ng for 
c � n-:;�e s t 1 t e s ,  t ra ;,ssexua l s :  ga v me n ,  l e s b 1 a ns , 
� se xua l s .  -sa me-se:< coup l es ,  a nd : 1 gn 1 f 1cant  o t he r s . 

Y L R ,  a non- pr o f 1 t  soc i a i  •e rv ice agenc y ,  wi l l  a l so 
o f f e r  fac i l i ta t ed group meet i ngs and free mee t i ng space 
f or ,: ommu n i t y  g r o ups . 

For i n f c � ma t i on on a va i la b l e  programs and se r v i ce s ,  
ca l l  R e v  : l a. i re Conne l l y at  < 8 05 ) 653- 7775 . 

I F  Y O U  SEE  AN ART I CLE I N  A NEWSPA P E R  O R  
MAGA Z I N E  A B OUT TRANSGENDER ED  B E HAV I O R O R  

F E AT U � l NG A M E M B E R  O F  T h E  G ENDE R  C OMMUN I TY ,  
P L EASE  SEND i T  i N  ! 

" CROSS- TALK " 
P . O .  BOX 9 4 4  

WOODLAND H I LLS , CA 9 1 3 6 �  

' CROS S -TAL K '  I NV I TE S  YOU  TO  

C H R I S T M A S  D I N N E R  
AT 

T H E  Q U E E N  M R R Y  
STUD I O  1 2 4 &J 9  VENTURA BLVD . , 

S U N D R Y , 
3 : 0 0 

O E C E PI B E R 2 3 r d  
l o  7 : 0 0 P M  

C I TY 

FEATUR I NG 
BUFFET-STYLE HAH/ TURKEY D I NNER 

L I VE ENTERTA I NHENT 
COHPL I HENTARV SPL I T  OF CHAHPAGNE 

T I CKETS  t 2 0 . 0 0  P E R  P E R S ON BY D E CEMB E R  1 0 t h 
S E E  R I C HARD  OR  JOHN AT THE  QM BA CK  BAR 

PROCEEDS  TO BENEF I T  P I ONEER  MOHE 

P E N N S Y L U H N I R C O N S I D E R I N G 
L I C E NS I N G  O F  E L E C T R O L O G I S T S  

<. " Re na i ssance News" l -- A Pe nnsy l va n i a  S t a t e  Se n a t e  
c o= i t t ee i s  cons i de r l ng a b i l l  t hat  wou l d  requ i re 
s t a t e  l i c e ns i ng o f  t hose per ma ne n t l y  r e mov i ng ha 1 r  w i t h  
e l e c t r i c a l or hea t ed i nst rume nt s ,  E l ec t r o l og i s ts i n  
t he s t a t e  say t he b i l l  wou l d  reduce i n j ur i e s  t o  t h e i r  
c l i e n t s  .and prote c t  t he i r  pro t e s s i ona l reput a t 1on . 

·• At the  prese nt t i me ,  a n y  pe r s o n  i n  Pennsy l va n i a  ma y  
g o  i nt o  t he bus i ness o I  remov i ng ha i r  on unsuspe c t i ng 
consumers , even t hough t he per s o n  has no t ra i n i ng , " 
sa i d  Re p .  W i l l i a m  R .  L loyd J r .  < D J , t he b i l l ' s  sponsor . 
Member s  o f  t h e  p r o f e s s ion a t t e mpt t o  regu i a.te 
t he ms e l ves t hrough vo l untary me mber s h i p  i n  prof ess ion.a : 
organ i za t i ons such as t he Pe nnsy l va n i a  Soc i e t y  o f  
E le c t r o log i s t s  ( PSE ) . 

PSE pres ident  J oe l  S t r um t e s t i f i e d  be fore t he Se na t e  
Co nsume r  Protect i on Commi t t e e  a t  hea r i n gs o n  t he b i l l  
i n  Au!ust . S t r um t e s t i f l e d  t ha �  i ne x pe r i e nced o r  
poor l y  educ a t e d  e l e c t r o l og i s t s  m i g h t  a c c identa l l y  dr7w 
b l ood , t hus i nc reas i ng t he r i s k  o f  uns� � r i l i z ed  nee d 1 e s 
t r a nsmi t t i ng d i seases l i ke hepat i t i s and A I DS .  iep . 
L l ovd adds t ha t  unt ra i ned pra� t i t i a n e r s  - :an c a use 
" pe r m.a ne nt d i s t  i g u r e me n t  or sc a r r i n g . · •  

, n  c rde r for t he b i l l  to have a ,: ha n,� e  to bec ome l a w ,  
i t  mus t  b e  oassed b y  t h e  e n t ! r e  Pennsy l va n i a  S t a t e  
Se na t e  be f o � e  t he e nd o f  t he c u r r e n t  l e g i s l a t i ve 
sess i o n ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  L l oyd . He added that l i c e ns i ng 
f ee s  wou l d  3U?FOr t t he regu l a t i o n  o f  t he profess i o n .  

Musical & visual dreams made rea l 

Ticket info: (2 1 3) 650-0487 

FR I DAY 
NOVEMBER 30  
1 1  : OOpm 
METAL HOUSE 

SATURDAY 
DECEMB ER  1 
w/ He l ter S ke l ter 
WH I S KY 

Ca 1 1  the R .  E .  I .  
HOTL I NE 

( 2 1 3 ) 850-VOCL 
for futu re dates 



T H E 6 : 0 0 

WHY MADONNA DUMPED WARREN 

< " News Extra" l -- According to one of Madonna ' s  closest 
pals , the real  reason the 3 1 -year-o ld superstar dumped 
�ar ren Beat t y  was his crossdressing ! 
Ac cording � o  the f r iend . Madonna was shocked t o  
discover the " Dick Tracy" star l iked to dress up as a 
woman. He revealed it to her one evening by suddenly 
excusing himse l f, then returning in full drag. At 
fi rst, K.adonna took it as a J oke , comme nting on his  
great Ha lloween costume . but  whe n he told her he  was 
ser i ous about his crossdressing and had been doing it 
for years, she packed her bags a nd l ef t. 
Beatty conf essed that he ' d  bee n dressing up and roa ming 
the streets of Ho l l ywood ever s ince he ' d  made it big ,  
said the f r i e nd. H e  c l aimed it started as a way to go 
around unrecognized and do things he wouldn' t normal l y  
b e  ab le to . 
Kadonna '  s par t i ng shot to Bea t t y :  " I ·  m go i ng to find a 
man who ' s proud of be i ng one . " 

T U .  N E IJ S  

W I FE D I SCOVERS HUBBY I S  A WOHAN 
< " Sun" ) -- After eight years of wedded bliss , Marsha 
Morgan was shaken by the discovery that he r macho 
husband was a woman. 
" I  was fooled all this time , · • she said . " I  st i ll c a n' t 
bel ieve it. " She was 1 7  and working as a wa i tress i n  a 
truck stop when she met he r future, hus band , Pau l . She 
says it was " love a t first sight" for her and r. he 
27-year-old tr uck dr iver. 
Paul  told Marsha they c ouldn ' t have sex unt i l  he wase 
certa i n  he hadn ' t ,.:a ught the A I DS v irus : r am a f or mer 
g i r lfr iend. But as we-eks and mo nt bs turned into years 
wit hout sex, Marsha bec a me f rustrated and t he mar, i ag e  
began to c rum b l e .  
Then . one dav when Paul was o n  the road . a ma n  lr noc i<e ·.i 
on the door and asked f o r  " Paula "!organ" ·1 pcn see i c, �  
Pa u l ' s  pic t ure,  the ma n  ide n t i f i ed ' ' h i :n' '  .�s h i s  => i s t 2 r- .  
sav i ng she had a l wavs liked to •.i ress as a ma ; e .  
E ven tho ugh l!a rsha knows t hey can ' t be ma n  and w if e .  
and t hey have separated . she admi t s  tha t  she st i c l  
loves :ler � x- " husband" , a nd is st i l l un:uro: wha t :5he ' : :  
do. 
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O P I N I O N S  

T A G , Y O U 1 R E  I T  

WHY TERHS ARE NECESSARY 

! n  s� p t e m be r , Kv:n as i{ed. ' ' What .:io I ,;a l l  mv5e l ! "? "  �h� 
- :: r � d t ': e c  :i.e w i t h  d e "-1 !. sing t he t er ms  · • tr.!l nsv i t21.t: " .and 
" t:r.3. nsv ! t a t � "  to de-=.c r !. be s ome o ne wb.o t :s.  �n� se x b u t  
l i ves ! u l : as  � he other sender Dur i ng our l n l t la l  
,H sc u ·ss l o n  w e  t a i lre c1 .> bout how to a b b r e v ia t e  l t c them 
and I ssa l d  I favored -;- ;  , Kym -sa ld l t  sounded t o o  muc h 
l ike a c omput er manuf a c t urer. I n  her co l umn she sa i d  
that  t rans v it a t e  sounds t oo much l lke tra nsvestite , 
we l l ,  I ,:an' t help i t  that the lat in t e r ms  f o r  life and 
c l othe are s lm l lar . And when you think about l t, for a 
TV l i f e  a nd clot hes are simi l ar. 

The fac t i s  t hat  the medica l communities we l l, 
3. ll t he sc lent l f lc communi t i es for t hat matter , use 
Lati n  as t heir universa l l anguage . Every new species 
of I nsect ,  or bird, or fish ,  or plant ls gi ven both a 
Latin pro per name 3. nd a common name which varies from 
country �o  country. Wh 1  l e  i t  may conf use things for  
any o ne group wh i ch speaks the same language, It  
clarifies things for international underst anding. low , 
you may say that English is the I nternational language 
< used to be F rench > , and I n  business and po litics that 
may be so, but t he use of Latin in scientific endeavors 
bas been a tradition since . . .  since Rome . 

I t  happens t hat transsexual and transvestite are 
already accepted terms in the scientific lexicon and, 
think i t  I nevitab l e ,  once the condition of transv ltae 
l s  recognized the term "transvitate" wil l be adopted in 
the scientific communit ies.  

low, there w i ll 'be t hose who say , " Yell of course . 
s1n,•·!f denna-nrg the ter:ir; · a:tter·· a-i·'.t'··sn eotned tt: " 
Yell yes , I like it. Them. They are short. Succinct. 
But, I am not !llllrr led t o  them. I f  somebody can come up 
with a better term < s l  I ' l l  use it, j ust as I use 
"crossdresser" interchangeably w ith "transvestite" . 
won ' t abandon the term "transv 1 tate" though. 

Now , if you were to  use the litera l trans lation of 
'' tra nsvi t ate" you ' d get "cross 1 1  ver" , which sounds 
like something best served with bacon and onions. Kym 
objected to the phrases " full time transvestite" and 
" non-surgical transsexual" because they don ' t 
accurately describe what the person is , they say it's 
like somet hing else, but i t ' s  different whi ch only 
serves to conf use the issue more. They c lassify t he 
transvitate as a sub-type of e ither transvestite or 
t r a nssexua l , when she is ne it her. I obj ec t to the 
phrases because they are a mouth full . Do we rea l l y  
need anot her POSSLQ? Persons of Opposite Sex Sharing 
L i ving Quarters. Why not j ust say co-habitants? 

'iha t am I describing when I use the term transvitate ? 
I am talking about some one who identifies with the 
apposite gender role , but not the opposite sex ro le. 
Some ane who is heterosexual but contragendered la new 
term I j ust coined ) . When I say c ontragendered I mean 
some one who identifies f u lly, or nearly  so , wit h  the 
gender opposi t e  their sex . 

r think r • m  getting a headache. 
Some of you may be asking, "Why do we need a new term 

a nyway?" My answer is rather academi c 3nd r e l ates to 
linguistics, but the gist of it is this : Somet hing 
<object or concept ) cannot ext st without a name . You 
ma y  be a b l e  t o  describe something , but because t he 
concept does not have a name in t hat particular 
l anguage l t  does not exist to t hat culture, or at the 
very least is of very l ow priority . The c lassic 
e xamp le is comparison between the I nuit hav i ng 
t wen t y- seven words for snow , eac h one me a ning a 
dif f e r ent k i nd o f  snow, and Engl i sh having o ne two 
i f  you count sleet . The various qua lities of snow are 
not i m port ant to us so we don' t have name s for them , 
but t hey are c r i tica l  to the I nuit and so t hev have 
named eac h : v-oe . Our 1:>rot- l em i sn ' t t h.a t  we have t a a  
ma n y  t er ,ns . i t  is  t hat' we don ' t have enough . The 
·5..: i � n t i f i ..: -.: o mm.un i t y g3ve us t r ansvest i t e ,3. n,i 
tr3.nsse x ua i.  �e know that t h o se t wo terms 3.re n · -:  
adeq ua t e  � o  describe t he var i ous transgendered 
beha •, t ors . I t  i s  our communit y  and i t  l s  up t o  us. for 
whom i t  i s  i mpor t ant . t o  define .3.nd na me t hese var i o us 

( C O N T I N U E D , N E X T  P A G E ) 
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& C O M M E N T S  

U P  ON HY S OA P B OX 

LABELS AND SPECTRUHS 

by E i lee n McCleary 

L a be l 3 .  K ymbe r l e i gh ' s c o l umn in Sept embe r reo pened a n  
old c a n  ,Jf wor ms :  wha t d o  we want: to  be ca l led? C a n  we 
tdent t fy wi t h  a s l ng l �  l a be l ? 

Some o f  1Js  -.... au l 1  much oref er no l abe l .3 t  a l l .  
U n fort unatel y ,  ours l s  a ·  wor l d  I n  wh ich 
compar t me n t a l i zing is common l y  used to help simplif y 
our thought processes . Like lt, or not , ot he rs are 
going to use one or 1110re l a be l s  to ident i f y  members of 
the cross gender communit y. Do we want them to do that 
on the basis of their def i nitions . . . or ours ? 

Thinking a bout t h i s  put me back into the same mood 
that brought about an earlier column. Who am 1 ?  'ihat 
am 1 do i ng here? Am i what 1 do? 

Until now, the l a be l s  most commonly used . . .  TV , TS, 
CD, TG ref lected what we DO . I t  was ver y  tempting 
to continue in that vein. For years it seemed to me 
tha t ,  because members of our community spa n  the who le 
range of gender 'behav i or ,  the most near l y  universal 
term would be Pan-Gender. Unf ort unately , the most 
logica l abbrev iation for that has been preempted as a 
commo n l y  used reference t o  a fema le who is gestating a 
child. 

Having to take time t o  consider other possi bilities 
for a term that wi ll be all our own eventuall y let me 
t o  reconsider t he bas ic assumpt ions i had been usi ng. 
What i do comes as a result of what i think. I !  1 am 
what 1 think, shou l dn ' t my labe l ref lect that thinking? 

OK . So, 1 think of myself as a woman. However, the 
fema les around ua also refer to the-el ves as wc-n . 

· --e-�r'O?l?'@S, -r"m 'f'Dle Ytllillltr: · ----sn u�� • .,.,. .U11Tqmr-:-
The distinguishing characteristic that lets - c la i m  
kinship t o  womankind i s  a feminine attitude . . . about 
some t hings . at least. That brought me back to a term 
that Virginia introduced, an alternate form of 
expanding t he ini tia l s  FP . . .  Femme Person . I a l ways 
liked that usage bet ter than the original she gave us ; 
FemmiPhi le . I chafed at the tendency to c lothe our 
phenome na i n  ( quas 1 l medical/sc 1 entific terms . I t  !llllde 
it too easy for others t o  continue thinking of us as 
" broke" and therefore in need of " fixing'',�e l l, that 
would do for one segment of us ; now, what -�out those 
persons who cross t he gender l ine from F t o  X? 

Oops! Th i s  was supposed t o  help simp lify t he 
situation. What can we do about a- uni versal term? 

Some t imes 1 think of myself as a Person of 
I ndeterminate Gender . Nah ,  that won ' t work , it was 
preempted by Law Enforcement during the sixties . . . 
Pride, [ ntegr 1 ty, Guts . I suppose that , since we spand 
the who l e  spectrum of gender identification , that we 
c ou l d  think of ourselves as Broad Spectrum persons . 
Uh, on second t hought, 1 think 1' 1 1  pass on t hat one . 
How about Broad Gendered? No . . .  between the potentia l 
tor double-entender and the vul gar connotation . . .  too 
risky. 

Aha ! Gender Ambiguous . Oh . .  that only applies to 
a few , l i ke Merissa Sherri l l  Lynn. I tend t o  be rather 
binary . . .  pretty much to one side, or the other . 
Wait ,  we don ' t have to give up on G/A ,  yet . We ' re not 
binary , we ' re i nfinite l y  varia ble. That ' s  ana l og. Are 
we Gender Ana logs? Yet another appl i cation of G/A : we 
like to t hink of ourselves as ahead of our time 
Gender Anachronous? 

Many of us tend to move through t he spec trum ; Gender 
Variable? Gender Adj ustable? <Sigh J Everyone is 
gender ADJ USTABLE , some j ust never use the f ac u l t v .  

This writer i s  rapid l y  coming to a point which has 
been occurring with greater frequency wit h  my ma t ur i ng 
o f f s pring . Does the expression " ,i1'1' ned l f  1 know" mean 
anyth i ng to vou? Al l 1 know is t hat i don ' t f it into 
our 3Oc iety ' s  polar thinking re gard i ng gender , sor t o f  
non- po l a r  I t ' s  too bad that GNP �as a l l �eadv bee n  
?reem?ted b v  the financia l oommun l c y .  

P L EASE  TELL  A FR I END  ABOUT  

" ( R O S S - T R L K "  
AND  A S K  T H EM T O  S UB S C R I B E !  
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O P I N I O N S  & C O M M E N T S  
V OX P O P U L ! 

NEED I NG A NEW TERH : THE SEQUEL 
by K v mbe r l eigh Richards 

T wo l �s ue�  3go. I W"T O t t:!  3 co l u mn � xpress i ng my 
d i s1: o n t. � n "..  w t th  t he term ''trans17ender t s t 1 1  to descr i be 
my , t v t ng fu l 1 - t t me  in the f i! ma le gende r .  This mon t h ' s 
"Op i n 1 on_:s � Comme n t s'" se,: t t ons  ,:on s i sts of r e s oanses to 
t ha t  ed i t o r i a l .  Bot h  E i l e en !llcC l e arv and Anne · 
B l d i.: :{ wood have devo ted t heir c o l umns · t o  t he sub j ect , 
and r wo u l d  l i ke to sha r e  t hree othe r  responses t ha t 
have recB i ved . 

BARBA R A  !II .  w'hy label yourself with a noun? w'hy not 
use a modif ier and say you are living " en femme" . That 
would Si!em appropr i a t e  and in �eeping with the ter ms  
u s � d  by -= rossdressers .  
P H A E D R A  KEL L Y :  I wouldn ' t  l eave i t  s o  easily t o  
academ i a. The i r  l a s t  was T V  and T S ,  wh ich i s  why we 
need t he c hange.  Ky  term, Ge nder Transie nt , is open to 
a l l d isc i p l ines ,  as any or al l might be right . Where 
TV and TS seek to be fin ite w ithin a f inite un i verse , 
GT accepts the proba b i l i ty of an inf i nite option . Thus 
t he term descr ibes one who has taken a consc i o us 
dec is i on to put their gender identity in to motion , 
r ather t han a direct swap of one < usua l ly false and 
self-denying ) e xtreme for another. 
SR. KARY EL I ZABETH , SSE : Why do we need labels? Then 

TAG , Y O U ' R E I T  I I I 

gradati ons . Until we do g i ve name s  to the various 
reg i ons of the gender spectrum the sc i entif i c  commun ity 
w i l l  try and l ump us into the two for which they have 
names . We already ltnow what that ' s  lilte, don ' t we ?  
Further, i t  is a s  foo lish to think that someone e l se is 
goi ng to do thi s  for us as it is to t h i nlt that i t  is 
not important that it be done at a l l .  As I said , 
without a name the concept does not ex i st at a l l .  I f  
it doesn ' t ex ist,  i t  cannot be understood. 

I am not concerned so much that we adopt a part icular 
term , transvitate f or instance, as I am that we adopt 
some term.  Contra.gender perhaps . The problem with  
using " t r :!lnsgender i st" , t o  my thinking , i s  that i n  th i e  
instance the " trans" i mpl 1 e s  something that encompasses 
a wide spectrum o f ,  in th i s  case , beha v i ors. The Trans 
Canad i an Ra ilwa y , the TransPac . Things that span 
cont inents and oceans. Why i s  it that this a 1 1  
encompassing implicati on goes w i t h  transgendered and 
not transvestite or transsexua l .  S i mple . gender is a 
much less specif ic  term than are c l othed or sex. Vhen 
be ta lk a bout gender we ta l k  a bout a w i de spectrum of 
behaviors .  When we ta lk a bout wear i ng clothes we have 
pre-e x i sting standards f or wha t  i s  and 1 £  not 
appropriate f or a person of a part i c u l ar se x to wear . 
IJhen we ta l k  about sex . . .  wel l ,  [ ) ma l e  [ ] fema l e. 

U l t i ma t e l y  the debate will be reso l ved through tha t 
wh i ch i s  abhorrent to str i c t  grammar i a ns :  CollllDOn usage . 
Personal l y , I wi l l  adopt t he terms " transv i tate" and 
" contragendered" and use " transgender:t" as t he umbre 1 la 
t e r m. I don ' t t h i nk anyone wil l have anv quest ion 
a bouL what I mean when l use them. 

" Cross -Ta l k" ls published month l y  as an : n f ormation 
and ente r t ai n ment �esource f or the gender 
community . For subs•:ri pt i □n informa t i o n ,  p le3..".=e 
'See pagi! l 7 .  

ED l 70R i ?UBL I SHER : Kymber leig h R i � hards 
CONTR i 3U 7 I NG REGULAR  COL JMN I STS : 

A n ne  3 la..: kwood , Va l e r :!. e- [lr i ·= >: :J l l .  R i ,: k: v Hur .. � .  
Phat= ,j r- a  K1= l l ? ,  E .t leo:n M� C :. e 3r •l .  2o �-: r  ?-:�  ? �:D . 

I ? '=: r �i.:. s i -:! n  i =  �r 3. r1 : e: -:!. f o r  t h-=! r e p !'" i r::t :. :-. 3. n ·: 

I 
no n - p� □ r

.
- � �  t r 3 �s e �d e r _ pub l i � a t � �n o t  a� y � r i � in3 l 

a rt i , : .. e .1 p oe a r :. n  !. n  "'_ r ass- T 3. l !{ ' , nr c:iv i ie: ·i ::, r c oe r  
,:: r A d i t :. -=i · 3 t v� n  :J t !'le 3. u t hcr a nd :=-Clure- � .  

· · 

----------- ·------------�--·-

we c an d i sc riminate ! call mvself a "terran" , and 
when people  aslt "what ' s  t hat? '< I say "a person from 
ear t h . "  

Obv i ously , the answer is not easily arr ived at . And 
! '  1 1  admit that if we referred to the " gender 
commun ity" as a whole, then the term " transgen.derist" 
m ight not be so obj ectionabl e  to me .  The bottom l i ne 
i s  that whatever terms we as a community agree upon 
must be un iversa l ly used whenever we are educating the 
masses . You see, the t erms aren ' t necessary for me to 
identify myse l f  within our community , but they are when 
I need to identify my c ond ition to the unin i t iated . 

[ A  fina l note : Phaedra Kelly ' s  remarks were excerpted 
from a longer response, which wil l  be published in i t s  
entirety in a future i ssue o f  "Cross-Ta l k" . J 
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" CROSS-TALK" accepts artic les for publ i cation from bot h  
subsc ribe rs and non-subscribers. 
P lease use the ! o l l ow1ng gui de l i nes when prepar ing your 
art i c les : 
I f  you have an ! BX compatib le  computer, we can accept 
e i ther 3!i" diskettes or 51(" disks < double-sided, 
double-density) . P lease convert text fi l es to ASC I I  
format before sav i ng cth 1 s  i s  sometimes called " text 
on l y" or " wi thout formatt i ng" ) and use the file 
extension " .  DOC" when naming the file . 
We can now a l so accept A p ple ){ac intosh fi l es on 3 �" 
d i skettes . P l ease save in "te xt onl y" mode . 
When creating either ! BX or ){ac f i l e s , pl ease only US-= 
t he " Return" or " Enter" key at t he end of  paragraphs. 
Do not hit it at the end of every line. 
I f  you are using any other type of computer, word 
processor, or type wr i ter , please submit articles 
a l ready pr i nted: out, scanner-ready <using a new ribbon 
if possible ) ,  s ingle-spaced, w i t h  good contrast and 
withou t  handwr i t ten cross-outs or insert s. 
Handwrit t en articles < legibly written or hand- printi!d ) 
a re acceptab l e  but should be subm itted as f ar in 
advance � f  dead l i ne as poss i b le .  

. send your ,:ontr i butions to : 
" Cross- Talk" 
P . O .  Box 9 4 4  
li'oodland Hil l :s ,  C A  9 U 6 'i  

Deadl ine f o r  art i c l es i s  t he third Saturday o f  t he 
mon t h  preced i ng issue date . 



T H E  MAKE U P  M I R R O R  

H I GHL I GHT I NG W I TH BLUSH 

by Valer ie Dr iscoll 

Ahh the beauty of a blushi ng bride. But i f  her 
b l ush looks like two big red c i rc les on her face , t he 
p ict ure  isn't pretty anymore . Whether you use rouge or 
powder blush ,  the message is •: l ear : B l end , b lend, 
b lend ! 

Powde r blush works best with wat er-based founda t i on .  
I t  ,: an  be app l ied before t r.3.ns l ucent powder for a more 
dra ma t i c  look , of af t er f o r  a softer color. An i mal 
ha i r  brus hes are prefer red over ny lon ,  and qua lity 
ra nges f rom goat ha i r  at the bottom to pony , badger and 
s a b l e  at the t op. < Hope f ,1 1  l y  t hese an i mals are n ' t  
be ing destroyed for t heir precious br ist les , else we • 1 1  
ha ve to start a boycott . l Whatever your cho ice, dip 
the brush i nt o  your b l ush , then pat the excess i n  your 
ha nd. Making small circ les , start the appl i cation at 
the ha i r l ine j ust above t he ear and slow l y  move down at 
an ang l e  toward the tip of the nose . Stop j us t  oast 
t he outer corner of your e ye this shou l d  be it 
l east an inch be l ow the eye. Now b l end the color in 
front of t he ha i rline 3.t t he temo les and f orehead, and 
dot t he •center of you r  chin . A br ighter , l ighter , or 
i r idesc e nt co lor can be a ppl ied j ust above the blush at 
the •:heek bones , but only if your s k in is wrinkl e- f ree . 
Shi n y  ,:olors really ma ke wrinkle5 much mor e  noticea b l e .  

Us i ng �ouge o r  oi l - based blush wi ll  n o t  on l v  r i d  you 
of iny g'..l ilt f ee l ings over 3 n ima l  ·sac r if i ,: e ,  but w i l l  
a l so take a lot l ess time . A,i:a i n ,  start .._ ,.  t he 
hairl ine . dip vour index and ;iddle f i nger� i n  your 
color and dot the ang l e  over your c heekbones . Go back 
and f ort h wtth .., patt ing mot i on ,  then up into the 
temp l e  area. Here , a l so :nake sur e  your color blends 
i n to t he hairline. Now use powder to set it. 

What co l or shou l d  you use ? Sorry , that ' s a quest ion 
no co l umn can answer . On l y  .3 persona l vis i t  to .a 
prof ess iona l c osmetologist l ike myse l f  can he l p  you 
make t he r i g ht c b.o ice. J ust reme mber that blush should 
not s t and out, but shou l d  b.elp t o  h i ghl i ght and c ontour 
the cheekbones and impart a hea l thy glow .  
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FA S H I ON N O T E B O O K  

THE L I TTLE BLACK DRESS 

b y  Val l i He r ma n  
< f r om " Da 1 1  y News" � 

I t  ma y  be the one un i form tha t women �enuine l y  l i ke t o  
wea r 

T he L i t t l e b l ac k  dres5 has be e n  red i s�ove red 35 � ve r y  
wo man ' s u l tima te fash ion neces s t t y .  ! ts grac efui l ines 
and s l imming color g i ve it a •1ersati l ity unmatc hed by 
a n y  other garment . except perhaps the man ' s navy 
blazer . 

But the man ' s J acket doesn't match the LBD for  
versati l i t y .  The best l ittle black dresses gQ from the 
off ice to a b lack- tie af f air o r  even a n i ghtc l ub wit h  
J ust a change o f  accessories. 

The dress returned to the mass mar ket last f a l l ,  but 
it has bec ome suc h a f avor ite tha t , t his season , many 
department stores have created sec : 1ons d i sp l aying 
mutliple versions , from all- Lace styles starting at 
about !60  at such p l aces as K.arshalls to cotton lycra 
styles for as l itt le as !25 at boutiques . The dress 
bas received a warm we lcome from women shopping at both 
the high- fashion a isles and the d i scount racks . " I t ' s 
a staple  wardrobe piece that women come back to year 
after year, " says Jl[ichelle Hea l y  of K.arshall s .  " I t ' s 
very f igure-flatter i ng .  Al most everybody l ooks trim, 
and the shorter length makes you look leggy . "  

�omen have a l so rediscovered the LBD as the perfect 
evening dress . Now they wear it everywhere . . .  and own 
more than one . " They buy a bare, blac k dress to start 
with , " says Kay Unger o:f Gil lian , I nc .  o! New York, 
"then they get a black coat dress or dinner suit. " The 
111Cst popular black dresaes are in a sat in-backed rayon 
crepe without overl y  obvious buttons or tri m, Unger 
says . Bare, s l eeve l ess dresses are the best se l lers in 
Southern Cal i !orni a ,  whi le the rest of the country is 
buying l ong-sleeve version in ve l vet, woo l ,  and woo l 
crepe . 

Robin Givhan , fashion  writer for the "Detro i t  Free 
Press", says she owns three LBOs : "One is the summer 
little  black dress . . .  one is the w inter . . . one is the 
f unky l itt le b l ack dress . "  G i vhan says she dresses 
each up or down with accessories. depending on where 
she is beaded w1 th it. For example, wt th a rayon pr 1 nt 
j acket and a suede belt ,  the LBD travels to the office 
with ease : \n her boyfriend' s  b l azer, !lats and a 
m i ni-purse, she's warm and ready to party all over 
town.  The litt l e  b l ack dress is most at home in formal 
settings . For holidays .  it ' s  dresse-i up with  aarr i ngs , 
a headband and gold brocade j acket . 

Another fashion wr i ter , !(el1 ssa Dunst ,  -::alls her LBD 
" t he one dress I can wear to every f unction because no 
one re-:: ognizes it as the same dress. " Wit h  that in 
mind , Den i se Cohen- Scher , fashion director of the 
Ca l i f ornia Mart , suggests buy ing a more expensive , 
qualit y  dress in either a heavy s i lk fabric or a creoe 
that res ists wrinkles , then pairing a short heml i ne · 
with a longer j acket to prov i de the new long-over-short 
s i lhouette . K.arsballs ' Healy agrees : " If you don ' t 
have a lot of money to get something new for every 
party you go to , you J ust switch the accessor ies 
around. I n  t hese tight economic t i mes ,  tha t •  s what 
people are doing. " 

The l ittle b lack dress has dr,3,wn rave reviews f rom 
its fans for other reasons. It mav be the on l v  dress 
that makes everyone feel e legant . : . and h i des those 
accidental dr i bbles o f  champagne . 

WAXING 
BY 

GLORIA 

Folk ltlaglll Cwnetaklglet 
25 -... Expertetice 

11a,.343 ... 9039 
By ltfpalnllMnt 

A unique and privallt salon 
-epecializing in one MrYice
removing undesirable body 

hair from fastidious 
TVs !Ind TSs 

L.egs-Thighe-Nms 
Underarrne c,,• e-=
Stomacn-8ilcini line-end 

any other area where you Nll/9 
unwanted hair. 

1 8 0 1 6  V E N T U R A  B L V D . , E N C I N O ,  C A  9 1 3 1 6  



- 9 -

T H E  
R 

C O M M U N I T Y 
P O L I T I C R L R N O S O C I R L 

D I S C U S S I O N 

G E N D E R  

b v  1,e ndv  Pa r ker 
< Pa r t  '5 u !  l O l  

M I STRUST 
Fear and l �noranc e toge t he r  -: r e a t e  a ,:a t alys �  �n 
sac tet y f ar v t a l ence. Herber�  Spencer has sa t d  tha t 
t here t s  a pr t nc t ple wh t c h  , ca n n o t  f a l l t a  kee p man t n  
ce v-arlast tng tgna r a nce : _. n d  t ha t  ts  •= antempt prior ta 
tn vestigatian. However , a cyc l e of mistrust pervades 
o ur cal111Dun t ty as wel l .  Same heterosexual TV ' s  mistrust 
Cay or Bi- se xual TV ' s  because some say they hurt the 
cause by a l l owing society ta lump all  TV's in with Gays 
< society not yet being ab l e  t a  recognize t he dif f erence 
between TV ' s , TG ' s ,  TS ' s ,  Gay ma l e s  in drag and Female 
I mpersanat ors l .  Some TV ' s  mistrust TS' s because they 
f eel TS' s have g i ven up on their masculine side or 
secret l y  f e e l  j ealous of tb.e TS ' s intense -=ommitment 
toward fem t n in t ty .  TS' s sometimes have nothing to do 
with Gays or TV's because, after surgery , they j ust 
want to disappear into t b.e crowd and do anything but . 
stand out . St reet Queens and Gay prostitutes in drag 
are usua l l y ostracized from 1110st gender groups . 
Theatr i ca l  Fema l e  I mpersonators , in turn , are not 
thought as part of either socia l l y  aware Gays or the 
Gender commun ity as a whole . 

One popular " T" hangout in Los Angeles is the Queen 
11.ary . I ' ve not iced over the years that the bar crowd 
cluster themse l ves in the stratified society that I 
previously mentioned , based on sexual preference and 
personal tastes. Performi ng Female Impersonators don't 
talk to TV ' s  and TV ' s huddl e  together away from the 
TS ' s , lest it be catching. The TS ' s  don' t consider 
themse l ves as Gay -n so they don't rel ate to either 
the TV ' s or the performers . The stra ight " Ozzie and 
Harriet" t ype coup l es out on a voyeuristic night on the 
town don " t talk to anybody because , as we al l know, you 
can catch A I DS from provocative discussions. So on and 
on and on . To me, this obvious strat ification is 
reenacted in every Gay bar in the country and is 
perfectl y  symbolic of the type of communication problem 
we face. This is another cha l l enge of the Nineties and 
beyond. 

So, al l in a l l ,  everybody mistrusts everybody j ust at 
the time of the greatest need to come together in 
understanding .  I ndividua l l y ,  we have no clout, but 
t ogether , we do . Aga in , " I f you don ' t hallg together, 
you hang separately" . The theme of t he IFGE 
convent ions has been " Coming Together" : t hat more than 
a ny other theme shou l d  be our goa l in the Nineties . 

DSM I I I STATUS 
Another goal of  the 9 0's shou ld  be working to  change 
our DSM I l l status with the Amer i can Psychol ogica l  
I nstitute. This will af f ect f uture hea lth benefits, 
h ousing, and J o b  discrimi natio n .  The f act that w e  are 
l umped 1n with DSX ! I I  disorders may be our own fault 
due to a pathy a nd if we ' re not part of the solution, 
then we · re part of the prob lem. 

One possible solutio n  might be to align ourse l ves 
w i th a broader base in the Women ' s Kovement by stating 
the obvious : I s  a man who does what a woman does , 
mental l y  1 1 1 ? By ridicul ing men who wear women ' s  
c l othes, it discriminates agai nst women by imp l ying 
that women's t astes and activities are a sure sign of 
mental i l l ness. This should surely be seen as 
offe nsive by feminists. 

It see !IIS unfa i r  t hat women who adoot tradit i ona l ma l e  
ways by asserting themselves and working t owards the 
acquisition of power , money , a nd status are e nv i e d. 
1,omen who dress " mannish" get more respec t i n  bus 1 ness 
or are admired as fas h ion t r e nd se t t ers . They are not 
relegated to DSM I l l  s tatus of mental disorders. Qur 
ma l e  domi nated soc i ety sees i t  as des i ra b le f or wome n 
t o  mimic men , thus r-3.ising themse l ve s  '...lp ta a supposed 
" t op position" .  

"I'his se l f - ! l3ttery by men i s  an  i l l us ion. !towev-: r .  
me n who  c hoose t o  mimic women ' s  ways are �een 3 S  
t.ie� i r ous •:>f a l owe r r un12: o n  soci�t v ' s ladder  3.nd t a i!e a 
ste p down .  Tra d i tiona l l y ,  me n  reg�rd womer, as 
i n fer i or. lil'hen a woman ac ts � :!. k:e a. " lauy" sb.i:: i s  
" be littl i ng" he r se l f .  but the n becomes mer-a accepta b l -c  
t o  me n .  '•i l l i ng l y  r e l inquishing powe r  i s  seen as 
me n t a l inst a b i l i ty. Ken who d es ire a f ee l i ng of  

vulnerab i l i t y  and emot i ona l sensitivity t hat their 
femme side affords them are rid i culed because i t  
symbo lizes a woman ' s " weakness" .  The obvious 
imp lica t ion is t hat women and " wo ma r d y  things" a r e  o nlv 
for weak or second class cit i z e ns and this assoc i a t ion 
of the womanly arts with mental ill ness sh�u l d  be an 
affront to a l l  concerned feminists crusading f or 
equalit y. 

The Amer ican Psychological I nstitute removed Gays 
from DSX I l l ' s  " menta l l y 1 1 1 " status in 1 9 75 and now 
it's time to remove gender prej udice . The rea lity is 
that men who do those " lowly things" that women do are 
not mentall y  il l ;  they are J ust getting in touch with 
the beautiful, nurturing quality that women enj oy . 

By l etting women, who comprise a 53� maj ority of the 
world popu lation, become aware of this d i scrimination . 
we stand a better chance of acceptance . By a l l owing 
men to make fun of us, we are al l owing men to make f un 
of femin inity and thus contribute to putting women 
down .  Feminists should resent the i mplicat ion that 
" men's ways" are "better ways" since '  1t deva l ues wozoe n . 

I f  po lit icians thought for a m i nute that they were 
a l ienating women, they couldn ' t  discount us as a 
minority of "nuts and flakes" . We must say to 
po liticians, the Amer i can Psycho l ogic a l  I nstitute , and 
society , don ' t downgrade women " s  things and don ' t look 
down on femininity as inferior . The key is to  get the 
women's movement on our side < G l oria are you 
l istening? > .  I f  you al low po l iticians to do it t o  us . 
then by quiet acceptance , you a l l ow them to do it t c  
you and to j eopardize your hard-earned rights . '. t ' s 
not an issue of sex, it ' s  a n  i ssue o f  gender . Women 
can do what men do , but men c a r, '  t do wha t women d o . 
I t ' s a t ired old prej udice that I hope wi l l  f a l l  by t h e  
wayside in the 90 ' s . T o  change o ld att i t udes . though ,  
requires active participat i on on our part.  E t erna l 
vig ilance may be the price of l i berty , but the Women ' s 
Movement has taught us that power 1 £  not give n a wa v .  i t.  
must be wrest led f ree .. 

Try to par t i c i pate specif i c a l l v  by wr i t i nE l e t t e r s  t o  
po l i ticians or vo l unteer i ng t o  speak a t  c o l l ege£ a nd 
pol i t i ca l groups. A TV /TS speake r s  bur eau shou l d  be 
part of every i oca l gender organ i = a t i o n  

( Next month : I . F . G . E  . . and c r ossd r e ss. e r  so,: i a i  ,: l u bs . 
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R O G E R ' S  N OT E B O O K  # 5 3  

CAN YOU LAUGH A T  YOURSELVES? 
bv R c -;'.e r  E . Pea , Ph . D .  

A r e : r c·;sdress i ng s i t ua t i ons -;uc h as ?□ u  d xoer l ence 
funny or humorous ? These 3 r� no t words r of t e n  he3 r  �r 
r e a d  r,.,ihen such s u b i ects a r �  -iisc us•;.1:d .  T he t one :ir most 
a r t i c l e s  are e i t her  dead l y  serious  o r  3 desc r i pt i on o f  
3 p l e a sant crossdre5s t ng �xper ienc � .  Re,: ent ly : have 
rea d some p i eces whic h suggest t hat persons In � be 
s u b-c u l ture are taking the mse l ves t oo ser i ously much o f  
the time. 

First , a discla i mer .  I rea l i z e  that crossdressing 
has perhaps more than its share o f  pa i n f u l  situat ions . 
Thi s  distress ls certa inly rea l but i t  l s  not the only 
a s pect of crossdress l ng. l f  I t  we re then I suspect 
ther e  wou ld be far f e wer crossdresse r s .  

A s  ma n y  others have lol?' l tten , c rossdr essing l s  FUN as 
we 1 1  as sensual and erot l e . Xa ny loll' l ters descr l be the 
fun that crossdressers have by part i c i pat i ng l o  
different activ i ties. I suspect these enj oyable 
aspec ts provide much of the rein forcement for conti nued 
-: rossdress l ng. 

But ls crossdress l ng f unny� Certa i nly it l s  played 
for laughs in the medi a  . .. al l o f  us remember movies 
where some man c rossdresses for some trumped up reason . 
Usua lly the results are comi cal although some have more 
serious 1110ments such as lo t he movie "Tootsie" . 
Va rious telev i s i on shows < I  rea l ly resisted the 
temptat ion to say TV shows ) ,  s i tcoms and comedy have 
used crossdressing as a comic veh icle. What goes 
through your mind as you see one of these shows? Do 
you identify with  t he character? Dd you get angry 
about the misrepresentation of " legit i mate" 
crossdress i ng? Do you laugh along wit h the plot ? Are 
you env ious of the actor/comedian who can pub l i cly 
crossdress and get awa y  with it? Regardless of your 
reaction , crossdressing is played for l aughs in most 
soc i al s ituations. 

Some of the skits use the supposed d i f ficulty that 
men have in getting i nto women ' s cloth i ng girdles, 
corsets and bras have all been used as the foc us for 
humor. Often there ls a l udicrous appearance the man 
presents when dressed in women ' s c lot hing , especially 
whe n be is quite large . 

Xany sexua l and racial minorit i es have a rich 
tradition:::of humor . They poke fun at themselves and 
the i r  s itua t i ons . Somet imes l4ugh i ng 4t otherwise 
seem i ng l y  intolerable s ituations makes them more 
beara ble . Are you gui l ty of taking yourselves too 
ser i ous l y ·? l f  you can not laugh at yourse l ves perhaps 
you need ta re-exami ne your attitudes and approaches t o  
the uni que s i t uat i o n  y o u  experience. 

Aren ' t there f unny s ituations that occur at meet i ngs 
of your group? Or are you too serious about 
cr assdressing to see the lighter side? Are you a fra i d  
tha t i f  you laugh a t  some crossdress i ng d iff i c u lty i t  
wi ll  -::a use emotional destruction? 'ih lle l am c ertainly 
not suggesti ng inse ns i t iv i t y  to real  prob l e ms ,  I see 
ma ny t hat cou ld be eased by a sma l l  dose of humo r . 

[ l f  you have someth ing you would l ike Dr . Peo to lol?' i te 
about or have a re.but till send it tci P . O. Box 4887 , 
Poughkeepsie, NY 12602 or call < 9 14 )  462-7455 . All 
commun i cations a r e  conf ide nt ial. This column ma y  be 
repr inted in a ny non- pro fit organ i =ation' s news l e t ter 
so l ong as Dr . Pea's name a nd address a ppear in the 
reprinted versi on .  All others must obta i n  lol?'itten 
appr oval . J 
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s . o .  THERE ! 

DEAL I NG W I TH CH I LDREN 
by J oAnn Altma n Stringe r  
< f rom " Renaissance !f� ws" , 

[ Ed itor's Note : lrh l l e  Ms . Str � n srer wr i tes from .'l 
v i e wpoint, most TVs wil l find t h�t t here .!I re ma ny 
para l l e l s , and  t h.'lt this advice l s  universal . : 

For many t ransse xua l s  the fami l y  problems become a 
maj or issue 1 n  their dai l y  lives more specifical l y  
the issue of ch i ldren , Ther e  are n o  te xt books and no 
gu i de lines to te l l  us bow to h4 ndle children .  What do 
you say and when do you tell them? 

This assumes ,  of course, that a K2F transsexual is  
mar r i ed. Certainly , the re  are many who .'lre n '  � .  but 
from my experience, a l arge ma j orit y  going Into 
transit ion are either married or have bee n  previous l y  
marr i ed and most h4ve children .  Xany times a 
transse xual will start t ransition a fter only a few 
years of marr iage , while the children are still young 

10 years old or l ess. This is where how to tell 
the children becomes of pr i mary Importance. 

These early years are, if we are to be lieve the m i lk 
assoc iation commercials, the format ive years where k i ds 
learn most of_ the i r  va l ues and basic i nf ormation about 
l i fe. It is duri ng these years that they learn , or 
start to learn , who and what they are .  Kuch of  the i r  
direction comes tram the role 1110dels o f  mot he r  and 
father. As adul ts, we look back and see that we got 
thi s  tra i t  or that tra i t  from mom or dad . Little boys , 
naturally , l ook to their fathers tor se l f-identity 
directi on and l ittle girls look to t heir 110thers . The 
question ar ises ct how a transsexua l father affects the 
ident ity  of a young child .  As the ch ild looks to t he 
parent for direction and guidance the feedback from a 
transsexua l parent may be very confus ing. 

To a child , l i fe i s  black or white, r ight or wrong, 
boy or g irl. The i r  f i rst impress ion of you is as t he i r  
"Father" and t .b.ey app l y  all the trapp ings that g o  with 
that label. They i nstinctively measure you agai nst 
other k ids ' fat hers . 

How does thi s  perception change if they see the ir 
father image adorned 4S a female ? Can I t  affect them 
per manently? 

s□- answers can be found in the cues taken !rem a 
partner as t hey ass i mi late the changes going on in 
the ir t ranssexual spouse. The TS bad best be ready for 
the firestorm w i th good answers for the hard quest ions. 
What they are doing w i t h  the ir life a f fects the lives 
of those closest to them and t hat  is .'l responsibi l i t y  
that must be shouldered . 

Kuch of the concern with •�h i l dren ,  be lieve , ls a 
f alse percept ion. There really isn ' t a lot of data t o  
draw upon f rom t he profess i ona l ' s  viewpo i nt .  Kuch o f  
their fe4rs are perce i ved, some right f u l ly ,  some 
wrong f u lly . 

So, how w i ll a chi ld react? Eve n the best ch i l d 
psycho log i sts have no pat answer .  Some wou l d  say that 
e xposure to a tr4nssexua l  parent does not orov i de the 
proper role mode l foundation for preadoles�ent 
children , Other profess ionals -,.,ould say that l!:ids 
adapt to almost any s i tuation and seeing t heir father 
transformed i nto " Aunt J ane" over a period o f  years 
would not out t hem Into needl ess e mot i ona l stra i n .  

One th ing probably a l l  would agree upon l s  that It  
rea lly depends on the  persona lity of the cbil d • renJ  
invo l ved. l f  a 7-year-old ch ild is not set int o  who 
they are , and has a mee k  persona l i t y ,  I ndeed the shoc k  
o f  see i ng a parent transfor med into the opposite s e x  
may b e  too muc h  f o r  the chi l d  to hand le .  But i f  the 
same ch ild ls very out g o ing, aggress i ve, with a verv 
strong personality ,  then s/be !DOSt l ike l y  could acc�pt 
t he i nevi table change . 

How does a par ent come out an,d t el :  a •roun·3" ,c h i ld 
what 1s about ta happen? Part of the answer : : es t n  
what wi l l  be happening with  the pa r e n t a l  st r •ac t ure 
Are the par�n�s se parating or divorc - i n g  ,j ue tQ � he 
ge nder issue or othe r non-gender relat ed ma t t e rs ? I f  
se parating , wi l l  the " father" have v i sitat i on r l ., h t s ?  

Here ' s  mv story . Y o u  J udge I f  it  wa s appr op r i _;: t e .  
Fram t he t i me  my twins were born , I was not a good 

' ' fat her"  I mage . Kost o f  my actions were g u l -:!ed b •1 wha t 
l ca 1 1  t he " f rustrated mother" syndrome I wou l d  
ra ther have bee n  t heir  mother than father Too . my 
children gre w up see i ng me I n  var i ous forms o f  f ema l e/ 
androgynous dress . Whe n  the Army request ed I res; l gn :ny 

( C O N T I N U E D , P A G E  1 2 )  
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T H E  B EA R D E D  LADY 

WHY CAN ' T WOHEN HAVE POCKETS? 

by R i c ky 'l unt 

Some t h i ng  f unny  hap pened the  first t i me  mv f ami l y  spent  
_. ·-,ee k  _.t  t he n c ·.., i n f amous home of J l m  Bakker, Heritage 
V ! " l a "e USA . 3 ln , :e [ a m  not _. Christ '. an and had to  
wo r k  � nvwa v ,  ! soent the week 3 5  a bache l or. Well , not 
� xac t � v  .3 �ac hel � r . mar� a bac bi=loret t � . r hate that 
word l t  ls as a wkward as some o f  t h� supposed 
"sexua l - bias- free" creat i ons that grace the media these 
days , a nd r have a whole new understanding of those 
l l bbers who obj ect to those ,sexist terms . Be that as 
lt ma y ,  let ' s J ust  leave it that R icky had run of the . 

house for a full week, something that doesn't happen 
very of t e n . 

Of course I spent a good deal of time doing things 
like reading , washing clothes and dishes , poking away 
on my computer ,  sewing, and other more serene and 
ladylike persuits, but there comes a time when all the 
work that needs to be done in an old house l ike ours 
can ' t be ignored any longer. I have been threatening 
to actually clean up the basement for years, and had 
been convenie ntly forgetting the  wallpaper for my 
daught er' s bedroom so long that I have forgott en how 
long I have forgotten it . I n  other words, it was time 
for less than ladylike activities , but I didn' t want to 
quit being a lady . So I put on T-shirt over one of my 
more utilitarian bras , des i gnated one of the oldest 
skirts as my "work skirt" , and , knowing full well how 
si lly it was , I put on an old pair of pantyhose anyway 
and adj orned to the basement with the broom, dustpan , 
and several garbage cans. 

It did not take me long to ra i se a prod igious c loud 
of dust , so I reached for my handkerchief . Or to put 
it more precisely, I reached for the pocket that should 
have held the handkerchief, and I had a revelation :  
Women ' s clothes do not normally have pocket s .  I had 
not noticed th i s  previously , as my dressi ng was 
confined to motel rooms or a few hours on a Sunday 
1110rning when the family was at church. I n  that 
confined area , and whe n  engrossed in such ladylike 
tasks as writ i ng l etters , I had never not iced the lack 
of pockets . As I ran upstairs for the handkerchi ef and 
ot her sma l l  i tems I usua lly carry in my pocket, I 
rea l i zed that if women·• s l ib is ever t o  succeed, 
someone is going to have to invent a practical pocket 
for a woman's skirt . =-

Let's l ook at the options . The f i rst and 1110st 
obvious is to abandon the skirt and put on a pair of 
pants .  P ractical yes , but who said fashion i s  
pr act i ca 1 '? Let u s  assume that the person wear i ng the 
s k i r t  or dress is weari ng it for a good reason l i ke 
being a TV , or whirling around a dance floor in an 
evening gown or working in an office where the 
success ful woman must wear a skirt .  Pants will j ust 
not do i n  these situations . 

I hear a rousing chorus of " What ' s the problem, she 
has a pocketbook ! "  from the grea t mu l titude;; reading 
this treatise. But whil e  a pocket book <apt l y  named , 
what ? ) may be practica l when a lady i s  out shopping or 
on the town . it is a b loody pain to tot e around the 
house . .  and t he strap gets caught in the broom 
handle . I know I can ' t keep track of the fork I J ust 
set down at t he dinner table . let a lone which room I 
left my handbag i n  last. To be useful a pocket must be 
at tatched to you , so you don't have to kee p track of 
l t .  So �uch for that idea . 

The n there is what the gir l s  of my youth referred to 
as the " womanly" . For those of you that d i dn ' t grow up 
in my part of the world, a womanly i s  the area more 
general l y known a the c l eavage . ·, t was a f amiliar game 
of my you t h  f or a girl who l iked you to drop some 
obj ect  i n t o  her womanl y  a nd of fer to a l low vou to 
re t rievo: i t  i f  you had the ner ve .  Th i s  was invariab l y  
done i n  !rant of a l arge group o f  peo p l e  and : f a ll to 
re member a. -s;ing l e  instance o i  t he o b J o: c t  being :-emove,i 
by 3nyone ot her � han t h� Qwner of t ha t  �ar�icu l ar 
woman ly .  

Leaving : he me mor ies c f  my t o:enage :re a r ;;  be hind , 
t here l s  s t ill some possibility tha t  th is anatomical 
a t t r ibut e o f  womankind could be made to subst i t u t e  for 
the male ?Ocket. There are some obvious drawbacks , of 
-:curse . :. o w  cut g a r me nts wou l d  l e ave t he weare r 
looking : ike a portable col l ect i on o f  : he Jdds- and- ends 

NAT I ONA L P U B L I CAT I ON R EV I EW 

" EN FEHHE " ADOPTS LARSER FORHAT 

by K ym be r l e igh Richards 
O f f l c t a l  S t a f f  Trans Reade r 

At f i rst , l �hought the l � r g >=  br own e n ve lope from 
Creat i ve Design Se rvices contained the ne w i ssue o f  
" Lady l ike" but no ! "En  Fe mme" , the bi- monthlv 
siste r magaz i ne has undergone a format c hange to a 
larger pa ge size , enabling J oAnn Robert s and Robyn Ann 
Dormer to improve the ove r a l l  reada bi l ity and photo 
reproduction . I ncluded in #20 are articles on shopp i ng 
for your femme sel f <including an a ll-too-tru� look at 
credit cards > , a review of the v i deo " lionder land" and 
the book " Female To Male" , and a photo layout of the 
Kiss Gay Pennsylvania pageant . 

< < - - > >  

AND WH I LE WE '  RE 011 THE SUBJ ECT OF " EH FEKXE" • Robyn 
Ann, who remained as ed i tor of "En Femme " af ter se l l ing 
the magaz i ne to J oAnn, st i ll publishes " En Femme 
Fiction Kagaz i ne every other month or so. Issue .f4 . 
unlike the first three , is devoted to a si ngle story 
entit l ed " Tough lutt" , about a private investi gator 
hired by a r i ch girl's parents to check out her fianc � . 
He f inds out a lot more than he expec ted . after whic h 
things take a trag ic turn . 
By the way ,  Robyn Ann has announced that the story 
"Growing Up With Bobby", origina l ly serial i zed in "En 
Femme" #10 through 14,  will be reprinted in book form 
in the near future . 

«-- » 
TWO nw BOOKS. FROX SABDY THOXAS : "Ti t  Per Tat" <TV 
P iction C lassics #19 > concerns a bet made by two young 
wives who dress their husbands as wo-n . The f irst one 
"read" is the loser , but one of the two gets carried 
away wt th "her" new identity! 
" Exchanging Vows" <Cont emporary TV Fiction #6 > grows 
out of complicati ons when two wives in a competitive 
dance group drop out before the finals. The 
"alternate" couple gets called into action , as the 
husband bas to pret end to be one man ' s  " wife" , while 

. h i s  own wife pretends to be another' s. 
Sandy a l so advises that the "Best of Transvestia" 
fict i on seri es 1s proceeding , with a l l  ten origina l 
t 1tles back 1 n  print and a new story " It ' s  Al l I n  The 
Fami l y" bei=1:g prepared tor publication . 

found i n  your n ight table  drawer, wh ile a turtleneck 
sweater wou l d  make access difficult and embarrassing . 
Thi s ,  of course, would not apply to a nursing mother , 
who has learned how to get i n  there without anyone but 
her baby -e i ng her breast , but for a TV it is a skill  
that would be j ust toe revea l i ng . Besides, wh1 l e Do lly 
Parton might have no proble■, someone bu ilt like Tw1ggy 
woul d  be una b l e  to carry more than a s pare pair of 
earri ngs . Let ' s  try so-thing else . 

So what about an actual pocket in the skir t '?  The 
main obj ect i on to that is, unless you are down in the 
basement hel ping me and don't have an aud i ence , a fu l l  
pocket will ru i n  the f lowing lines the skirt was ment  
to show . Bo  one g ives a hoot if  a man walks around 
with lumpy pockets, but let a woman look like one h i p  
i s  ma l formed and everyone will  notice . I will refra i n  
from colllJllent i ng on the remarks a front or ,.-ear f acing 
pocket wou ld inspire. Scratch this option too . 

Maybe we could stea l the sporran from some Scotsman' s 
k ilt . After all many ladies have sto l e n  the i de" of 
the k ilt bef ore this .  I am not sure of t he et i q uette 
of  thi s  situation , however . I know t hat the k i l t  
requ ires a lack o f  unde rcloth i ng t o  be worn proper l y ,  
but does th is  extend to the sporran as we ll'? l could 
not get a streight answer out of my Scottish f r i ends 

. .  they were too busy l aughing. I f  the prohibit l on 
were to apply , a woman wear ing g"rt ers . s t � c kings and 
no undies < pantyhose would come too c lose to unde,.- wear 
f or use here > beneath her ski r t  cou l d  c r e a t e  tbe wr onv 
impression in the coarser of ma l e  mi nds. and T V  wou l d  
l iteral l y  run the risk o f  exposur e .  Sor r y  ' bout  t ha �  
cou l dn ' t help myself . 

So I guess I must l ea v e  t te que: t 1or. -� n r e s c l v � -i 
women ' s l i b is ever t o  succeed someone w i l �  h a ve 1:. c  
c ome up with a wa v for a f a s h i ona b l e  wo ma n  t o  t r a n s po r t  
those �mall necessiti e s  o n  h e r  per son t h a t e m.,, r, 
carries wi t hout t h inking , but : a m  .> l :  o u t  o f  Li e .a s  
l f  you i,.,ve a n y  good : deas . l e t  rue knc"· · 

--------- --- ·--� - - ---�-----------------
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Kid n t g h t  moviegoers it c hing to do the T i me  Wa r p  c an do 
l t  a ga l n  and Ln  the pr i vacy  o f  t he i r  own homes 
whe n t h e ,1e l .!. r t o us dege nera t �  cu l t  f t l !n "'Tbe Rocky 
Harr er ? !. ,.: t ur� Show" !'M kes 1 t: s  vide a  de but on Nove mbe r 
� " Ve � houg h t  re l e a s ing  i t  on •: t deo "'ou l d  inter f e r e  
w i  c h  � he ,u i.:!n l g h t  .show i ng s . " savs so-producer L o u  Adler , 
" � ut  "'e .Je ,c t ded t he v i deo wou l d  e nt i c e  peo p l e  into t he 
, hea t e: r . "  The 197'5 mov i e  � t i L  p l ays wee kend 
e ngagements L n  2 0 0  theaters , and has grossed more t ha n  
$ 1 0 0 m i l l i on from fans eager to throw r i ce during the 
wedd i ng scene , squirt wa t e r  guns dur i ng the rainstorm, 
and yell expletives at Brad ( Barry Bostwick )  and J anet 
< S usan Sarandon J ,  who are terrorized by Dr . Frank l!J .  
F urter ( T im Curry ) , "a sweet transvestite from 
Transse xua l ,  Transylva n i a" .  ' "En tert ainment Weekly" l * * * " * *  
Vent ura , CA  radio sports re porter Barry Turnbul l made 
q u i te an appearance i n  the C i ncinnati Bengals ' locker 
room a fter their v i c t o r y  over the Rams in ear ly 
Octo ber. Turnbull , 6 '  3" and  280  pounds , entered the 
locker room wearing a go l den T i na T urner- type w i g  and a 
dress. The crossdressed reporter was reacting t o  
Be nga l s' coac h Sam Vyche ' s  atte mpted ba rring of women 
reporters from the :ccker rooms ( KFVB Radio ) ** * * " •  
The publication "Women ' s  Vear Da l ly" has announced t hat 
the cover photo of one of its February editions , 
featuring a woman L n  a fringed dress , l ong earr ings, 
high heels and a blonde ha irdo, unintenti onally was a 
phot o  of a man . Either that or they ' ve realized they 
have a l arge number of transgendered readers ! 
< " Renaissance !!Jews" ) 

****** 
One of the Fox !!Jet work's new si teems is " Good Gri e f ! "  
wh ich stars How1e Kandel ae t he proprietor of a funer!ll 
home . The Oc tober 7 episode dealt w i th a deceased man 
who wanted to be bur i e d  in a dress . which . after the 
requisite shock ,  outrage and denial from the family, 
led to such d i alogue as "Why d i d  you a l ways att end 
Halloween parties with you as Sonny and him  as Cher?" 
and " I  neve r believed he l ost h is eye brows in a 
carburetor f i re . " However, the program went on _ t o  
quote f ac t ual information, pointing out that 85� o f  all 
crossdressers are het erosexua l,  and the wife ended up 
eulogizing her husband by saying "any woman would have 
been proud to let him wear her bra" . <" I nnerview" ) *"'**" * 
Quot e  of the Month : " I f  I end up in tights,  you ' 1 1  
know there was one hell of a battle . "  --- Kevin 
Costne r , who w i l l  play Robin Hood i n  the upcomin g  mov i e  
" Prince o f  Thieves" . Costner was t a l k ing about h i s  

S , O ,  T H E R E ! I I I 

commission ,  it was t i me  t o  make the f i nal transition 
and I inf ormed my spouse of my plans for a di vorce . 
felt it was necessary to spare t he c h i ldren inord i nate 
role var i ances . I moved out o! the h ouse whet. the kids 
were away w1th re lat 1 ves and they we re to ld of my 
departure when they returned . I assured them l would 
still be a parent even though I wasn ' t  in the house , 
what I was doing was not t heir f ault , and I stil l l oved 
them . 

Dur i ng t he ensui ng months 1 went t hrough transition, 
saw the k 1 ds sporadi ca l l y ,  and they realized I would 
never be their fat her aga i n .  They had some problems 
f or a c oup l e  of years due to the emoti ona l upheava l o f  
the d i vorce . . .  b u t  not from t h e  gender issues . I 
counse l ed a fa m i l y  wi th three t eenage daughters a wh i l e 
back in which the post - oper ative TS parent < father ) was 
still  present .  A l l  t he ch i l dren seemed well adjusted , 
as f ar as the transsexua l parent was concerned. 

The important thing to remember is that each 
s ituat i on is as i ndivi dua l as snowflakes an the 
mountaintop .  The tr!l nssexual parent , male or f ema l e. 
must be cogn i : a n t  of t he f ee l i ngs and e mo t i ona l 
stabil i t y  o f  tbe fami l y  c oncer ned . A l l too of � e n  � be 
TS sees t h e  world  t hr ough a t ub u l a r  l o o king g l ass 
t hinking t he i r  p r o b l em 1 s  a l l  t ha t  is importan� ; The  
l ives of t hose kid:. , a nd l i ke l v  t: he s pous� . w 1 � � b':'  
c hanged f oreve r . be tter o r  wor �e d e pe nd i n g  o n  haw  vou 
handle the s i t ua t ion . 

Go slo w l y ,  be c o nside r a te . and think abou�  tow  e t h e r s  
are be i ng a f f e ,: t ed b\' your  ge 1 1der conf us i or, . 
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uneas i ness "' 1 t h  t he required wardrobe for the role . 
< "People" l 

Science has finally discovered the cause of underar m 
odor and why women have less of a pro blem in th i s  
area t han men . 3-me thy l-2-hexeno i c  acid, wh i ch comes 
from lipophilic ditheroids , i nteract ing wit h t wo t y pes 
of s k i n  bacter i a  that live Ln the underarm reg i on is 
the apparent cause o f  the odor and apparently 90% 
of  all men have th is  bacteria , wh i l e  only about 67%  of 
the women . Theories are that s i nce most women shave 
the i r  underarms, t here is less surf ace  area for t he 
bacteria to grow on , t hus less ac id a nd less · odor . 
There fore , the theory concludes , it ' s  mare hyge nic t o  
shave your under a r ms! < IXE news l e t t er '  

l * l :t: :t: *  

Having SRS might b e  unncessar y  i f  v o u  we ro: an 
African reed f r og .  A pa i r  of we st ,}e r :na n  b i o l ogi ; t .;;  
discovered tha t this partic ular t ype o f  f rog sw i t c he s  
f rom fema l e  ! a  ma l e  all o n  i ts awn . The org3. n i ,c 
vers ion o f  .2 sex ,:- ha nge a per a t : on ,:ame to : i g h r.  a f � e r  
the r esearcher·s not iced a fema l e  frog f i ght i n g w i t h  .e. 
mal2 f r o g . Ov8 !6 t he ne�t  few mo n t h: , :=.eve n  f t:= ma : e  
f r ogs deve l o ped test i c ular nodu l e s  .e.nd f o u r  o f  t hose 
seve n :'ert  1 1  i ced the eggs o f  ot her f e ma : es .  The :: 
spec ula t e  tha t  the reed f rogs c hange :he i r  sex whenever  
there ts  3n imbalance !. n ':he ma i e- f e male rat i o t ha t  
would hamper mating and t he ,:·ont inua !'lce o f  the specie s . 
\ " Omn i" ) 

• J � �  . .  

Dr . Peggy Rudd , t he author of " Crossdress 1ng Vi;: h 
Dignity" , i s  putting together a Car ibbean  :ru lse f or 
crassdressers in late J u l y  of next year. She p l ans to 
i nc l ude a hospitality room on board to provi de a sa f e  
haven for those who have neve r vent ured out , as we l l  as 
those who "'ish to remain 1n ma le a t t ire  dur ing the 
cruise and those who wish to spend the entire t rip "en 
f e111111e" .  Price with airfare wi l l  be appr o x i mate l y  
! 100 0 ;  for ,je tails , wr tte Dr . Rudd c/o P M  Publ ishers , 
1 8 1 1  Cr utchfie l d ,  Katy TX 77449 .  

Gender 

EXPRESSIONS 

,..,_._,. · -llleVI -__.•_. 
· psydiopmdialagJ--..doo.... ■ • 1 • 

..-,• MIIIRII • ...... 

single copy $5.95 
six issue subsaiption $30.00 
dieclc/money order to: 

Electrcnic Mecf10 ARTS 
PO Box 1 50  
Concord NH 03302-01 50 

CJIAIR., cro 'WEAR.., 'Wll}S 
1 71 6  Andrea Avenue, Torrance, CA 90501 

• High Quality Wigs 
• Home Delivery Service 

• Private Appointments Available 

Also Featuring: Joe Blasco Cosmetics 

'J/alerit '1Jrisco{[ 21 31320-501 5 



T H E  OH B U D STRAN  

TRAN HUS I C  
bv P haedra  Ke l l y  

[ though� r might wr i te a p i ece o n  t ransgender mus i c. 
-:'he pro b l e m  l :5 .  some of t t '  s spr ead .3.crass t b.e de 1.:ades 
on o bs� ure L 3 be l s by ha l f - known 3r� 1 s t s .  

Start ing l n  t he lat e ' 6 0s and ear l y  ' 7 0 s ,  the re l s  
t he G reat and IJr i ·g ina l Jl!r. Bo w l e , f 1 :- s·t . .!l nd for mv 
mone y , the on l y  true gender bender. One can dl sco�nt 
suc h one hit wonders as Herbert Kaury < T iny T i m )  

A contemporar v surv ivor w i t h  Bow l e  l s  I ggy Pop. H i s  
post-modern work proves more enj oya ble than his .!lc 1 ,j/ 
coke-induced , slurred dirges of the past . L ikew ise, 
L o u  Reed . one-time Drag Queen rocker i n  the Velvet 
Unde rgound has emerged , clean of drugs and BS , w i t h  a 
modern t r l bute to Andy Warhol , " Songs for Orella " . 
< Ore lla was Warho l ' s  n i c kname, a comb i na t ion of DRacu l a  
and Cinde r ELLA.  l 

Al l ee 0:ooper began a l ittle  later than Bow ie and 
lnfluenced modern Rocky Horror-style Drag Rock . 
Wa t chers of KTV can witness the resul ts. But such 
ba nds as Po ison and Mot ley CrUe stem f rom a group of 
or i ginal and genu i ne GT rockers known as the New York 
Do l l s .  Of the four Dolls , only t wo remain al i ve and 
wel l  < one be lng David J ohansen > ;  the third is on sk i d  
r ow and t he four th i s  dead . New York Dolls albums 
fetch a small fortune in secondhand dealer shops now . 

Of a l l  the ' 70s Glam Rockers , Gary Glitter has 
emerged time and aga i n ,  whereas other Br it 
contemporar ies like Barrie Bl ue have fa iled and faded . 
Among the U . K .  gender benders , Steve Strange fulf illed 
h i s  own prophecy and faded to grey , wh i le Boy George, 
J(arilyn, Tast y Tim  and Peter Burns of Dead or Al ive 
have achieved obscurity in only a few short years . 
Adam Ant is currently see ing a resurgence in popu larity 
but whether or not he survives remains to be seen . 

Really obsc ure i s  Pet er, a J apanese Sisterboy , who 
predates Boy George by ten years .  Very beautiful  and 
unt r aceable now, Peter " s songs were sung in a good 

1 l setto to an interesting bea t .  F inding one o f  his 
, ·- ums now would be a real coup . 

A nat ive of I ndia , Loren R i ng Marce l l, sang ' 60s 
. : a ndards . Sadly ,  when she arrived i n  the U .K. , it  was 

po i nted out to her that she was born a male , a detail 
she , in her she l t ered env i rons , had never once 
rea l ized . The shock proved too much f or her and the 
last I heard she was get t i ng support . f r om a-TS 
se lf- he l p  group . But she d i d  cut some records in the 
U. K .  be f ore the ca llous ignorance of the West destroyed 
her. 

You a l l  know (don ' t you? ) that love l y  Amanda Lear, 
for!l!er l y  Peki de Oslo , formerly Alain Tapp, ls a TS . 
Her records are sti l l  avail a ble on order in the U . K .  
Her husky European voice i s  sexy and soothing . 

A more raunchy TS i s  J a yne < Wayne > County ,  who made 
her name in the c u l t  mov i e  , ; J ub l  lee" , co-starring Toyah 
and Adam Ant . J ayne is a cross be t ween punk and rock, 
with a l arge f o llowing in London. Her most speci fic 
" gender" tracks are " Jl!an Enough t o  be a Woman" , and a 
cover of " Are You a Boy or Are You a Girl?" . 

Synthesizer mus i c  bri ngs to mind any a l bum by Wendy 
1 Wa lter l Car l os ,  " Switched On Bach" being her most we l l  
known . Walter became Wendy J ust before cutting <no pun 
in tended ) the score for Stanl ey Kubrick ' s  "A •:lockwork 
Orange " . 

Many bands have cut at least one Tra n track : The 
Who ' s " I ' m  a Boy" , t he Kinks ' "Lola" and Aerosmlth' s 
" Dude Looks Like a Lady" . 

The r e  is one song of l at e  t hat I fe� l i s  s i gn i f i cant. 
"Secre t  Garden" , f rom the 3.lbum · • Rage" by T ' Pau . 
"Rage" was T '  Pau ' s sec o nd album and it took 3 dive. 
Caro l De kke r c f  T ' Pau � i scussed her early life as a 
barmaid , 3 c ross bet ween a tomboy and nympho . 
over.-::omp':' nsating ,  �he 3.dm1 t s ,  f or a d !. f :f i,: u l t  1 den t t t y 
,: r 1 s i 5. She t o l d  the press : h3t s he � t t � c  fee l £  she 
wan t ·.=, t a  Oe .3. man a nd th-'.t her gende r !. dent !..tv is mos t  
vu l nerab l '. e  whe n she i s  s i ngi n g - a �  s tage .  

Dekker told t he press tha --:. " S8cre i:  Garde n" was 
i ns p i re d  by a "radio talk sho w wi th a transvest i te· ·  
t hat  s he ' d  heard . I t ' s poss i ble that the press used TV 
I nstead o f  TS s ince t he l yr � c s  suggest a surg i c a l 
c hange . a lthough they could sugges t  a spiri t ua l /menta l 
�hange J ust as eas i l y. 

'. n  t he v ideo f or " Se c re t  Garden", Dekker is dancing 
and s t r iding w i th de f i ance t hroug h a l a ndsc aped :naze , 
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f U L L I N G N O  P UN C H L I N E S  

DEAR KATHY 
b v  K3 t h v �3wk 1ns 
,_· f r o :n  " Ti }  I C  News "  , 

Dea r  Ka t: h v ,  
: ·  � a f r3 i J  r ha ·,e ¼ se r l �us ? r □ b l e �. I t  on l v  s � a r t e d  

rec e n t l ·1 ,  b u t  '. can ' t ,: ontr ol l t . r f i nd myse l f  1 n  
s hopp ing -centers b u y i ng r ac k s  o :!'  wo me n ·  s -c l oth ing 
Wh ile r have no des i re to we a r  t hem myse l f .  and mone y 
! s  no obj e -ct ,  I J ust c ann o t  st o p. Wha t ' s  a f e l low t o  
do ;> 

Jl!acv '  s Bound 

Ky Dear , Dear , Bound, 
You are suf fer ing from an ext re me l y rare disease 

ca l l ed " Jl!ALE TO KALL SYNDROME" . A man ' s  buy ing o f  
women's c l othing ls q uite commo n ,  but t he lac k o f  
desire to wear them ls  mo s t  odd . However , we wouldn ' t  
want t o  change t hat part , as I have enough desire tor  
the two of us . Doctors say that once you have th i s  
disease y o u  shouldn ' t  f i gh t  i t ,  but I a m  recomme nd i ng 
t hat we beg i n  therapy this ve r :,  afternoon . I t  ts 
Important f or me to learn to contro l this situat i on as 
soon as possi b l e .  And the money being no obj ect 1s  the 
most int erest ing part . So , ca l l  me a l ready ! 

-- Kathy 

Yo, Ks Klatch, 
Ky girlfriend j ust informed me t hat she doesn' t want 

me around anymore . She doesn " t  want to stay at home 
cooking and cleaning like she should. And, can you 
be lieve this , she wants to become a -n . Would you 
tel l her how wrong she is? 

-- Elliott 

Yo-Yo E l liott , 
It i s  d i f f i cult to understand why she wouldn' t  want 

you around anymore, at l east unt i l  she knocked the ' el l  
out o f  Elliott. I could certainly suggest something 
for her to cook f or you , but you 3. l ready are what you 
eat .  And she should clean . . . the f l oor . . .  w ith you. 
The on l y  thing wrong with her want ing to be a man wou l d  
be if  that ma n  were you . So I '  1 1  say i t ,  though she 
-y a l ready have . . .  T . S .  Elliott!  

-- Kat hy 

overturning whee l barrows, pu l l i ng people ' s hats ove r 
t he i r  eyes , making a statement of persona l f reedom, 
regardless of others' b i gotry . 

She sings , "You ' 1 1  never know how 1 t  f ee l s  not to be 
one t h ing or the other . I f  there was a wor l d  w i thout 
hypocrisy, you never know, I might j ust be something 
you need . " 

So , "Secret Garden"  has been adopted l by me '  as t he 
officia l internat i ona l anthem of the Gender T r a ns i ent 
movement . And i t ' s  e asy t o  dance to! 

[ Editor ' s  Note s :  This art i c l e  or tgl na l l y a ppea r e d  1 L  
" Rena i ssance Ne ws" . 
The art icle "The Wav o f  the 'Je rewoman",  wtd ,: h a ppe a r e d  
i n  our Se ptembe r and Oc tobe r  I ssue s . or 1 g l n a ; ! v  
appeared in t he maga= t ne s  o f  t h e  V a mpv r .e  >:o·: i e, t v  a nd 
the I nternationa l Soc i e t y  f or t he Advance me n t  o f  
I rreproducib l e  Vamp i re & L ycanthropv Rese a r : h . Be t �  
organ i z a t i ons a re based i n  tbe U . K . l 
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THE ADVENTURES OF KAREN 

�REN AtJD 12.ENEE P..11.R.1\IE 
AT TI-IE 'r'.Wc:6-T\/ ST1-)1'1O� 
IN D1NOSAlR.i CO<-Ol2.Jt,CO ,=ro� 
THE:I R NATIOi-JA1-- 6E"-lt>�R. 
t:,,('5�0K IA. TE�ON • • •  

W� iO 1:::V-JOG, l.AC\e"S ! 
Al:i,Alr,.J,  l ' M  �V � 
o-JL-'( BE:/r-l<=, ,A,BLS TO <:,I\JE' 
'<OJ t-111-.le"'T'( M \ N un,5  � 
'(a.,� TE:\..ET"+-ICN· IF �t> 
WAI.-L-"'2. WA,StJ'T S'li U.. I N  
UTi"n-\ '' IN � a= Tl-<e 
�E:AT SALT 1..A-K.E" FIS!-' \Ne:;. 
SD-JAr,.J:zA" WE!!" vJO(JU)N"T 
AA\Jloi \-\AC> � t-\l.GI TIME:! 

"Did you people ol'er at the music hall ,e, • bo.r 
. of new football uniforms?" 

HELP " CROSS-TALK " GROW ' ! '  
• • •  A S K  A F R I END  T O  S U B S C R I B E  
f � '  R ENEW  i Q U �  ; u a s � R ! PT ! OPI P O OM P T � Y  
� * *  A S �  # O U R  = AVQ� ! T E  � £ S O U R C E  7 0  A O •J E � T I S E 
+ f �  T E L L  J U R  A � V E RT i 3 £ � S  i O U  � EA D  T H E I R  A D  

C O M I C S 

by KAREN ANN MICHAELS 

M. SLOSBERG 
SEX TME.�APIST 

� 

. ANGEL 

' 'Put on two falaie1 aad c:all 111• 1n the 111orn1AQ ... 

CARTOON I STS ! ! !  

" C R O S S - T A L K "  N E E D S  O R I G I N A L  C O M I C  S T R I P S  
F O R  O U R  RED E S I G NED P A G E  1 4  C OM I C  S E C T I O N .  
SEND S A M P L E  F O R  C O N S I D E R A T I O N  T O : 

f . O .  B O X  9 4 4  
W O O D L A N D  H I L L S , C A  9 1 3 6 5  
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Powder Puffs 
of 

Orange County 
Ek 

In uaoclatlon with 

present - The Golden State -

MAY 1 -5 , 1 99 1 
FOR I NFORNA T ION ,  �R I T E :  CAL IFORN I A  ORE AN I N '  

c/o P . P . o . c .  

P . O .  BO X  909 1 

ANAH[ I R ,  CA 928 1 2  

'I'i!t 'It1(.U Y §>arty 
jl fun wee{q,ntf for cross-aressers anti tluir frienas 

Februery 22-24 of  1 99 1  
in San Antonio, Texas 

Come for: 
a wuq,ntl to arus with tfu girls 
tfu 'I'� sun arul wann weatfur 
tfu activitus, tfu outinf!s, 
mut fturuls, new anti ofa. 

9oaltoa ,,. �•rt .Socuty 

Post Office Box 1 69652 
San Antonio, Texas 78280 
Hotl ine : (5 1 2) 657-2540 

Presenting IFGE's 5th Amual 

'COMING TOGEll-lER - WORKING TOGETHER' 
CONVENTION 

Cross-dressers. Transsexuals, WIV8S & Partners, 
Mecfical & Mental Heallh Professionals, Friends & Allies 

wondng together to build a happier and brighter future for us all. 

COME AND JOIN USI 

In the majestic Regency Hotel, In Denver, beautiful Denver, 
at the foot of the Rocky Mountains • 

. .  . .  • APRIL 8 through APRIL 1 4. 1991 . .  • . .  

For Information and Registration: 
The International Foundation for Gender Education 

P.O. Box 3157, Wayland, MA 01 778 
1 -61 7-894-8340 

Offices: 6 Cushing St, Wattham, MA 

Host Organization: 
Gender Identity Center of Colorado 

Box 1 1 563, 371 5 32nd Ave. 
Denver, Colorado 8021 1 

1 -303-458-5378 

----------------- --- -----· -

., 



T H E  R R T  O f  G I R L U R T C H I N G 
( R E U I S E D ) 

by C hr i s t i e  Lea  
< f r o m  " F i e s t a � · • n e ws l � � t e r ' 

" r '  rn a g t r  l wa t c her . 
: ' m .3. 3 ! ; l wa t ,: !le r 
'Ja t c h i n '  3ir ls �o by 
my , my , my . " 

:ad3 V ,  t hese � i ne s  ref l ec t  3 n  3 t t 1 t ude cert a ! n  � o  ra i s� 
t he b l ood pressure o f  any femi n i s t .  This o ld song 
ce l e, bra ted the idea :J f  woman as a mere ob j ec t . An 
obj ect o f  beauty perhaps , but an obj ec t none t heles s .  
A n  a t titude which has been r ightf u l l y  a t t acked as 
de meaning and chauv i n i stic . 

I a m  . ..  nd have been f or a long t i me ,  a ve ry zealous 
feminist. Right •1p f ront . t hough, I mus t  confess to 
the occasiona l brief lapse into trani·ae nt p i g - dom .  I 
a d m i t  it. I do enj oy t he s i ght of a pretty woman, and 
wi l l  even pause on occasion to pr o long an admiring 
g l ance . I have a l so been guilty < rarely , but as long 
as I ' m  confess i ng . ) of unabashed, rampant pig- ness 
< to t he po i nt of open l y  staring ) when presented with 

the acres of t anned f ema l e  f l esh on a southern 
Ca l i forn ia beach . 

So , now that I ' ve placed my arc haic and shamefu l 
, a ttitudes out for publ. ic appra i sal, wou l d  l i ke to 
have it known that any comments in th i s  art icle which 
may be deemed chauvin i stic were written after careful 

'<:. · 
cons i deration . Sc give me a break . 

See, the t h i ng i s, as a crossdresser , I have taken 
"' . S.,4,e /'.instinct i ve" male wandering eye , and t urni ng it 

about , have made it a very use ful tool for bette r i ng my 
own f•lmlle s i de .  This is another aspect c f  gir l 
watchtng which a l l of us as crossdressers can very well 
pqt t.o use . 

· Become a " woman - wa t c her" . 
The t rick i s  to watch with eyes wide open. You have 

an opportun i t y  here to learn everything poss i b le about 
be .. i !lg a woma n ,  from the best tea,:hers in the world 
e_v.eryday women. 

_Watch with an appreciative 3.nd cr itica l eye . Watch 
women as much f or what you can l e arn as fer the 
appreciat ion of the ir beauty. 

Ma l ls ,  a irports, c i ty business d istr icts, theaters 
anywhere peop le  gather , wil l  prov i de opportunities 

for watch ing .  Those l iving in l arge c ities wi l l  have a 
d i stinc t 3.dv.mtage in choice of watching sites . 

I ,  howe ver, live in a small ,  blue-collar c ity in 
which about my on l y  choice is the local ma l l .  

A s  m y  intention is to learn how to d e  it r i g ht from 
the women who pass by, I f ind here unfortunat ely , I 
must qu i c kly wr ite off a good 6 cut cf 1 0  cf these 
women when it comes to appreciat ive appraisal. These 
are guilty of dowd iness , exacerbated by boredom. 

Of 1:he remain ing, ful l y  ha l f  are under 17. Fun to 
wat c h .  Daydream stuff . . .  how great to be sixteen and 
be a b l e  to wear all those wild k i cky out fits .  But l 
would be horsewhi pped if l ever entertained the thought 
of wearing anything l i ke this anywhere more publi c  t han 
my l i v i ng room . With the lights down . 

Th i s  l eaves about 15� < or at least so the r atio seems 
in  Farm ington ,  NX l of  the women out t here that are 
worth wat ching .  These are not necessar ily the best 
looking or most glamorous ( a l though I must 3.gain 
confess t he y  do re ma in my favor ites ) .  The women 
l earn from though . are those who are not beaut iful or 
statue sque, but rat her . those who had 1:0 dea l ,  w i th a 
big nose, a heavy face . a post - Rubenesque phys i q ue , and 
ove rcame to look good . 

When one o f these women comes on the scene I shif t 
i nto my a ppreciative observer mode. 'Joman- watching 
t hen bec o mes something ak i n  t o  an O l ympic event . :nuc h 
mor e  so tha n a bea u t v  ,:on test.  

Cr i t i c a l  appr a. i 5a l ·  i s  made o f  at tit ude. . de meanor . 
a ut f :!..t and Da i se .  I wa tch  how shi= walks . haw she 
:nave s, how � he •.:arri� s he r se l f .  A woman w i +: h  ':le :Ld. 
h i ..-h , wa l k inz ..., i t :J.  •z r-3 ,:ef 'J l , :: -:J n f � dent :. t -: p  wi l l  
i �e d iat-= l v  �a t ·: h  :n� �t t e n t i a n. 

r wa t c h  how she � l imb:5 or desce nds :S t a i r s .  how -::.he 
,:arr i e s  .3. p-2 ,; k:3.ge: ur !)Ur·.5e , how she mane u ve r s  t hro u � h  
,: rowds , h a w  s h �  a voids careen ing ,:h i l dr� !l .  Eve r v � � i. ng 

�ee ts evalua t e d  f or my own use . 
- : rit i .J.Ue> :ner•: i l e ss l y. appr", lse her o u tf i t . her 

------- --------- c_ , ___ _ -• - ., • ---• -•-

1 , -- o -

II" YOUR IIOYSIELF WEARS GLASSES 
YOUR GIRUIELF NEEDS THEM TOO, 
GIVE HER THIE CONSlotERATION A LAOY 0£SERVES 
GIET HIER A PAI R  OF aEAUTIFUL FEMININE GLASSES. 

CALL l"OR AN -'"'OINTMENT 

ASK F O R  E L L I O T T  ANO SAY  T H A T  YOU ARE A 

F R I E ND OF KYMBE R L E I G H .  

- - 1111 -nn..., "'°'"" .,,., .,. _,,.....,. 
of tlle - of TVI. No ..,_I « compllCattons 

REGAL OPTICIANS 
2402 W .  6rw Sr . ,  Los  ANGELE S 

( 213 ) 382-7606 

International Foundation for Gender Education. 

'IV /TS Tapestry Journal 

s..-.•�a..-ir),--1971 

LF.G.E. ia a  fl0nillalll ta-eani,t � .....tling -llMI\, ..nth and In �  
(A--• �Iha a:vrs CcrMKnl\l tlwau¢ ..... w-.. ----.......... 

- ....... c:uzach. and pubic --. 

TiwlV/IST�....,. ianm!dadtobacurcanmunity'1,..,._a,ga,1 •. ltiaa-'ul. 
"COi"'•"'• ........ -, . ....  150+ - 1Mg11111W 00r'Qining lllida. adll0rial&. 1a11m. ....,_, md ._ 
-.Id's .... lV/TS s--- ._. .._.,,, 

� �  SlO.OO 5umatpllan $40.00 ($50.00 llt dalll & c.n..i 

U.G.&., P.O. la 367, W.,._., MA tlffl ('17) � 

choice of col ors, her ha i r  stvle, the aura she 
proj ects . 

A typ ical ma l l s i de woman-watching enc 'c •.:nter ma y  
fo- ~ 11ow a si lent dialogue such as : 

Of an o l der , office manager t ype : Bearing , 
confident , but t i red after a long day . Dress, o u i e t . 
conse rvative , but worn we l l  and presented nicely. 
Colors work - 1 1  with her hair and sk i n .  A sol id 8 .  
Points ott for a purse that doesn't match . 

Of a heavy--t young woman, secretary type : Bravo . 
Fashionably and very attract ive l y  dressed . Colors and 
accessories work very well . Proves a b i g  girl can be 
glamorous . G i ve her a 10. 

Of a young mother :  Pretty face, beaut i f ul sk i n ,  but 
unfortunat e l y  f ramed by unke mpt ha ir . Baggy . ratt y  
clot hes. Proj ect ing boredom and ennu i .  No doubt a 
knockout when she tries , but now sunk i n  the do ldrums 
of  dowdiness . 3.  

Every encounter is di ffe rent . Every woman you see 
presents herself in a way ref l ecting her exper i e nc e ,  
upbringi ng and lifesty le .  

As you deve l op a sense cf the fashion and sty : e  most 
c~ompat i b l e  and comfortab le w i th your fe:mme persona . 
you will f i nd your eye drawn especially to those women 
who share th is style . < I f , on the ot her hand, you 
rarely see women dressed as you envis ion yourself . then 
some serious reevaluat ion of your own f ashion i de a s  mav 
be war ranted . 1! you hope to interact favorably in you� 
femme ro l e  wit h  soc i ety. Over-the- h i l l  teenyboppers, 
mega-s leazy ladies of the stre e t ,  or high soc iety 
matrons ln ful l gowns are very i n f r eq uent l y  enc c � n t ered 
in most pub l i c  s i t uat i ons . l 

Eve r y  encounter becomes bot b a lessort a n d  a rj e xe r c  1 se 
i n  the apprec i a t i on of t hE f e mi n ! ne ge n de r . 

'■loman-wa t chi ng . taken se ve r a , g l a nt  s t e ps; a bove- � he 
prur i e nce  of girl- watching . l :  a. n  art t ha t  i s  : t i l l  
a l ! •,e and viabl e. e ve n  i n  t h 1 :  more e n l ig h tened da v .  
I t  can be especially va l :1a b l e- ! or t hose o f  us  wh.o wa t : r. 
w i t h  both our E ve s.  a n d  �ur  hea r t s  :::: ?e ri .  -:. b ase a :  u:= wllc  
wou l d  see k to : e arn f rom a nd e mu l a 1:. e  t he wome n  3. r � '...! n •":! 
us.  
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U O U L O Y O U  
t ·✓ 2ha n n o n  

! r -=  !D : XE  :1.e w·=i i � t t e r  .1 

Y o 'J � r �  :· 1 ·.1 !. r. ·� � !l.  ! -= ?!l.ffle o n  .3. 
f e w  m i n u t e s  of , :-onver�at ton , 
ne :-ct t J  yo 1J 3.si!s, " Ar �  '/ljU  3 

A .  No ,  I ' m  -" woman 
B ; 1Js�d to be . 

: o mmF! r •= ! .3. 1  : � t  A t  t: e r  .3. 

t he person tn t he se a t  
ma n ? " Y o u  ,e-s po nd : 

C. 'iha t's the matter":' Have n ' ':  ycu e ver  ,ie t  a 
transsexual before ? 

D. That is a particular l y  r ude and I nsu l t i ng 
quest i on . 

E .  "hy , ves , I am. Do ycu know anyth i ng .'l bout 
c.: rossdresse r s ?  

F .  G o  t o  h ,.  1 1  . 
IJHA T ·mu SAY SAYS MUCH ABOUT YOU . 

A. This Is a n  easv  answer ': o  give . I t  ,:3n  be 
dec,. p t l ve and e vas ive and saves you much explanation. 
A problem is that it ca n lead to se lf-deception , or I n  
other words , you may begin to  believe your own lies. 
Hones t y  t s  on,. of t he bet ter pol icies and �t is  usually 
the b,.st oo l 1 c y .  By answering " li'o, I ' m  a woman , " you 
,:ou l d  mean " ! 3m ma le but l am not .'I. man .'l.m:i see I ng as 
ma le 3nd female refer to sex , .'l. nd ma n  and  woman refer 
to gender, t he question was I nquir i ng 3S to my gend,.r, 
wh i ch is f e m inine, and there fore l am a woman ,  but I 
ha ppen to be male . " 'ihen your l ife only makes sens,. 
with such definitional monstros ities you may w ish to 
examine the stat e  of your menta l we l lness even if 
you are post-op . 

B .  Thi s  is another easy answer. L i ke the above 

examp le, one cou ld eas i ly twist definit i ons so that you 
beli eve it is actua l l y  a true statement. Even 1f used 
by a post-op TS , this  answer ts not the best , I t  
ca r r i es 3n I ntentional sting designed t o  put your 
questioner on the defense . You passively accept being 
"read" but react by aggressively attempting to mal<e the 
other person more uncomfortable than you are . Your 
relationship t s  very close to becoming  adversar i a l  w i th 
no resolution In sight . I t  ts a poor means of coping 
with the situation as you will both will continue t o  
fee l uncomfortable. 

C .  Same as B. 
D. This response is a very aggressive one but it 

honestly communicates your feel i ngs to the questioner 
whi l e  at the same time i t  defends and estab l ishes your 
rights l note that none of this ha ppens In B or C ) . 
This ts an assertive answer . I f  you s t op ':o ,cons i de r  
t h e  t r ue meaning o f  the question , the ?er scn I s  asl< tng 
" Do you have a penis or a vag i na ? ' '  

I n  3ny socia l set t ing this �ould be cons i dered t he 
e pitome of rude ness. Suc h quest ions do not des e r ve o r  
require an answer. Assert you:- r ! ghts : I f  some one asl<s 
you a que5tion , you are not required ta answer i t .  I f 
you feel you have been insult ed ,  te l l the oerson t hev 
have i nsulted you. Note that responding to a qu,st t o n  
In  this way ts not the same a s  be i ng decep t i vlri ,cr 
e vas i ve .  Dece ptions and evasions are t he cowarli· '  s way 

( CON T I N U ED � . ,E X T  PAGE ) 

A G R E A T  G I F T  I D E A  F O R  C H R I S T M A S  
F e r  3 long !: t me now , � · •J �  run : 1 1: t l e  " f i l l e r "  ads 
� ugg@ s t t n� � h3 t  you 3 S �  3 f r i�nd �o subs� r i be to 
" :: r as s--:'a l k" 
'Je l l ,  now I ' m  go ing ,.. � !'Ila. it� .3 :itronge r '$Ugg�s t 1or.. . 

. , ; V E  " ':ROSS- r ALK" TO A i'R I !lli'D r N THE ,; ENDER COMMUN I TY 
F'JR •: HR '. ST !(A3 ! 

! mean . l e t ' s  f ace it . TV Gu1 d �  and Spor1:. s I ll ustra ted 
a nd 3. i l  t he ot her " ma t n�tr� .:i. m" :na�az i ne s  have bee n 
plugging 3 1 f t subscr ! ?t L ons f or years. And me mb,.rs of 
the gender c0Jlllllun 1 t y  e1sua l l y  have dozens ot fr i ends 
< bo t h  l ocal acqua 1 n �ances and nat iona l correspondents ) 
w t � h t :i  i: he ,:ommun !. t; �/ .  So I ,ic n ' t; t h i n k  r •  m ou t '.:l !  l in� 
In suggest i ng �hat most of our r .. aders have a good 
f r i end or � wo who t hev wou l dn ' t mind 5 pend 1ng 1 1 8 on i n  
ord�r ta share " Cross - Ta l k" wit h  them. 

Yes, l '  1 1  admi t that t his t s  a rather self-serving i dea 
and tha t it w i l l  help our efforts to become a nat ional 
gender communit y oubl lcation . But on the other hand 

I ' ve never been shy about promot i ng t his news·le t t,er , 
because I ' m  very proud of I t .  - - · 

So tf you think you ' d like to g i ve " Cross- TaU t'' for 
Christmas . j ust xerox t he form below as :Dany ttfiee '. as 
you need to, and fill  out a for m  for each fr 1 e n�• y6u 
want to g ive a subscr iption to. Then mu l tiply t !e 
number o f  for1115 by S l 8 and send everything to th& F . O .  
Box. 

And as an added incentive , 1! you send at least one 
g i ft subscription by December 15,  you can add a year to 
your own subscription for the old < pre-August > rate  of 
S 1 5 . Just f 1 1 1  out a form for yourse l f, inc luding your 
subscriber number from the upper left corner of the 
mailing labe l . 

Wou ld it be too much to suggest you a l so order a copy 
of "Best of Cross-Ta l k" at the same time' Yeah , [ 
t hought so . . . 

" Cross- Ta l k" CONF I DENT I AL SUBSCR I BER I NFORMAT I ON FORM 

Ma i l i ng Name 

Ma i l i ng Address 

C i t y  

I am order i ng :  

State 

Subscr i ber # or 
Fe mme Name 

Z i p  

C J  " Cross- Ta l k" subscr i pt i on ( $ 1 8/yr . ) 
C J  " Southern Ca l i f ornia  Ye l l ow Pages" ( $ 2 /yr . )  
C J  " Best of  Cross- Ta l k , Vo l ume 1 "  ( $5 )  

Ma i l  t o : " Cr oss- Ta l k" 
P . O .  Box 944  
Wood l and H i l l s ,  CA  9 1 365  

< P l ease make check or  mone y orde r paya b l e  to  Kymbe r l e i gh R i chards . ) 
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O R G R N I Z ff T I O N
{ T H £  T ff I R  D B I  6 S T  f P 

by )[o n t ,:.3  
· e x,:: e C"" p t: e d  !' :- o m  " The C,.3.i.: t u":. F l owe r "  i 

i h t:  ,.. h i. r  i b t ·� ; t e ;:,  : t 8c i:!  � t ti= r  �ett :. ng !DY b a t r  z. t y l e u  
3. nJ �� t t: 1. r . •  T -_; � : n  :' r a n t  -:) f  � �o ,: 1 o lo�y -: 1 3.5 5 ' wa -=i 
�a •.,· 1 :1� !nV � .1 r � � terc: e d . f e l t  t ha t  t he 1: 1 :ne  was r i g h t  
3 n� �v �a : �  �a s : ong � no u g h  t o  c o ver ·t h� � - ! 3 l so we n t  
3 S  3. :na n  

!Jhe n ! .; ,3,  t ,.iown . th� woma n  ¼skad me t. f I wanted -:ine 
or t wo done .  [ t o l d  her t wo ,  one i n  eacb.  ear .  She 
d l d n ' t see m  to f ind t hat request ve ry st range at a l l .  
Ther e was no b l ood a n d  about a s  muc h pain as you ' d get 
f , o m  a shat ,  except tt doesn · t go away very quic k l y .  
I t ' s  : i ke ha v i ng a sma l l  a nnoy i ng i t ch  on each ea r .  

w'ea r i n ,g 1 n  earr i ng 1 n  �a1.; h. e.3.r J us t  i s n ' t a s  
acc e p t a b l e  f o r  me n  i n  t he ' 90s. You c a n  ge t a wa y  w i t h  
:ine , ver y sma l l  earr i ng i n  one ear only , but t wo ?  !Jot 
yet '.  There .a r e  ways for you to keep t he ho l e  ope n and 
st i ll get away w i t h  l ook i ng as i f  you only ha ve one in. 
Everyone has proba b ly heard of the f i sh i ng l ine tr ick. 
Vell , it works ! 

Vb.at you do i s  cut a f a i r l y  thick fishing l ine in the 
length o f  the post s .  At that lengt h they are very 
st i f f .  I nser t one of those in p l ace of  t he ear r i ng .and · 
no one will be · the w i ser . I have added so,nething to 
that. Dip the fishing line into !i'eosporin before 
putf i ng it in. l found out that it speeds up the 
hes ling process. 

For a whil e I was on ly taking out one earring and 
replac i ng it wit h  f i sh i ng line . I would put !Jeospor in 
on the fish ing l ine as we ll as the post before I put i t  
back.  That ear healed much qu 1cker than the other ear. 
When I we nt to wear tashion earr t ngs a week or so atter 
they were p i erced , the treated side s l ipped in very 
eas 1 l y ,  whi l e  the other side was sti l l  unhealed. I now 
trea t both sides, but I t ake the one out and put i t  
back in. 

I fbund that you can wear other earr i ngs ear l i er than 
· e ight weeks , but only for a short time and you should 

� ry to put the post back as soon as poss i b l e .  It ' s  now 
�een on l y  f i ve weeks, but I cou ld go for many hours 
�i thout anyt h i ng in t he ears . I wear the f i shing l ine 
in bot h  ears at work ,  and t he post when I go to bed . 
r t  was amaz ing that it took three weeks before anyone 
not iced the earrings at work, and that was a f t er 
swi tching to a more obv ious look i ng post. 

The p i erced ears a llow me to wear earrings- t hat would 
not l ook good as  clip-ens . These tend t o  make my 
female appearance more · be l ieva b l e. 

On the cutting edge of contemporary 
TV fiction! 

En Femme FICTION Magazine 
Published 6 times a year 

Clusy•Original •Thought-provoking 
Single iuue: $7.00 

Subscription: $30.00 
Send check or money order to 

EFFM 
1977 N. Olden Ave. ,  Suite 205 

Trenton, NJ 08618 

F O R  S A L E : 

SEVERAL PA I RS 
S I Z ES 1 1 W 3t 

OF 
1 2 W 

H I GH-HEEL PUHPS 
. . . . .  :$2 0 . /PR . 

BLACK KNEE-LENGTH LEATHER SK I RT 
S I Z E  1 8 / 2 0  . . . • . . . . . . . . . . .  $3 5 . 

CA L L  KYM B E RL E I G H R I C HA R D S  i ( 8 1 8 ) 7 6 2 - 7 6 5 9  

H O U  T O  K I  L L  ff N 

( from "Our Specia l J oy" ) 

Don' t part i c i pate beyond paying your due s let the m 
hand le t h i ngs . Then c omp l a in t ha t  membe r s  have no say 
in management. 

Dec line all o f f i ces and commi ttee appointme nt s 
you ' re  too busy. Then o f fer vociferous advice on how 
THEY shou l d  do th ings . 

I f  appointed t o  a c ommi t tee , don ' t wor k it ' 5 a 
c ourtesy appo i nt ment . Then comp l a i n  bec ause the 
organiz at i on has stagnated. 

I f  you a ttend mee t i ngs , don ' t : n i t i a t e  new i deas. Then 
pl ay the dev i l ' s  advocate to t hose s u bm it t e d  bv  ot he r s .  

Don' t rush ta pay your dues t hev ' re t oo high 
anyway .  Then comp l ain about poor f t nan,: i a l  :nanage me nt .  

Don ' t read t he monthly news l ett e r  i t ' s n o t  
i mportant . The n  compl a i n  tha. t rou ' r e  n+:ve :- i n t ::r!!le -1. 

Don ' t volunte€�  your t a len t s  � ha t ' 5 � g c  
f u l fi l l me r� t . 7hen ,: omp l a i n  �ha �  yau' r �  ne ver 3.sked 3. n ,i 
never apprec i ated . 

And, i f  by ,: han,:e the organizat i on grows in so l te o f  
your c o ntributi ons , grasp ever y oppor tuni t y  t �  te l l  � he 
other3 how tough it was and how hard you wor ked in the 
old days t o  br i ng t he chapter t o  its present leve l o f  
success. 

WHAT WOU L D  YOU  SAY?  I I I 

out when one fee ls  ob l i gated to of fer an answer or an 
explanat ion. Deceptions and eva s ions are used by 
peop l e  who lack emot i ona l secur i t y .  Answer D is an 
honest answer. 

E. This is another assertive answer.  L i ke 9 and C ,  
i t  acknowledges your transgender na ture, but i t  does so  
w ithout put t in_g your que_st i oner ,:m the de f e nse . ! t  
draws t he person into the conversa tion i nstead of 
shutting him up. The person who answers in thi 5 way i ss  
emotionally secure and not easil y o f f e nded. However , 
you should be ab le to sense t he tone o f  t he quest i on 
and j udge your response according l y .  There  wt : l  be 
t imes when , � ven f or t he mo·5t se,: ure  a:t i n ,iiv i dua l ·3 .  D 
will be the appropriate response . 

F .  An unassert i ve ,  aggress i ve � nswe r .  As wt t h  B 3n•i 
c. it so l ves not hing a nd you bath wt : :  fee l � x t :- -= me >, 
unc•�mt ur '!: a b l �  : o r  t he r e:st ·� f � !le d.:1 •1 I f  :: -:, ? i n 3  i ·: -: c  
fa,::e  ?ra b l ems .3.nd f i nd a way o f  !" i s ing d bov� t he m ,  � hen 
you w i : l  f a l l wi th your response . 

::: :: : :: :t'.::: ::• r:t:::: 
',.; 'Venion s Specialties, Inc. 

Yourone•itop place to shop. By mail orin person. 
We stock everything you need to create the ultimate ,n lemimmty 

• Cloth ing-Sizes4 to 26 1 /2 

•leather& Latex Clothing, Etc . 

W E ' R E  N O T #l Y O U  ARE  
A T. I ,  0,,1,1 · 2',._' •  1 -, ,  .... Sr1 1 1 , r ) '' ,' t" ,' (;, 1 ! •1 (.� l ,, '\l ' ' f 1 ',: r. _ , , · t  ' 
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