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Inner N/iew 
P.O. Box 12701, Cincinnati, OH 45212 

The nex t m e e t i n g is M a r c h 16 at 7:30 

A New View 
by C a t h y 

Can We Talk? 
bv H e a t h e r Pee r son 

T h e a t t e n d a n c e F e b r u a r y was l i gh t e r t h a n it 
has been most m o n t h s w i th abou t t w e n t y - f i v e 
l ad ies at the m e e t i n g . Most n o t a b l y a b s e n t was 
H e a t h e r w h o missed he r f i rs t m e e t i n g s ince Cross-
Por t was f o r m e d at he r h o m e all those yea r s ago. 

D a v e , a p r o f e s s i o n a l p h o t o g r a p h e r , s h o w e d up 
to o f f e r h is s e rv i ce s to Cross -Por t m e m b e r s . His 
r a t e s were a lot m o r e r e a s o n a b l e t h a n one migh t 
expec t , and he sa id he w o u l d be wi l l i ng to take 
you r p h o t o at e i t h e r the m e e t i n g or d u r i n g a 
p r i v a t e shoot . Most i m p o r t a n t l y , D a v e has 
c rossdressed h imse l f a n d u n d e r s t a n d s the need for 
d i s c r e t i o n . Le t us k n o w if you w o u l d be 
i n t e r e s t e d in h a v i n g h im b r i n g h is e q u i p m e n t to 
a m e e t i n g . 

It looks as if we h a v e found a p lace to do the 
n e w s l e t t e r and g ive you g i r l s somep lace else to go 
o t h e r t h a n the m e e t i n g s . J e n n i f e r and I w e n t to 
G. J.'s G a s l i g h t w h i c h is a r e s t a u r a n t on L u d l o w 
A v e n u e in the C l i f t o n a r ea of C i n c i n n a t i . For 
those of you w h o k n o w the C i n c i n n a t i scene , it is 
one b lock s o u t h of w h e r e the Go lden L ion used 
to be l oca t ed . 

We t a l k e d to t he m a n a g e r t h e r e a n d he said 
t h e y w o u l d be g lad to h a v e us assemble t h e r e to 
do t h e c o l a t i n g , f o ld ing a n d s t u f f i n g . T h e y have 
a p r i v a t e room w h e r e we w o u l d meet . If e n o u g h 
peop le o r d e r d i n n e r t h e r e wi l l be no c h a r g e to 
Cros s -Po r t for the f ac i l i t i e s . Most mea l s are 
b e t w e e n f ive a n d n i n e do l l a r s . We found the food 
good a n d se rv i ce e x c e l l e n t . 

S ince L i n d a a n d I wil l b o t h be at t he I.F G.E. 
c o n v e n t i o n in San F r a n c i s c o the f irs t t w o weeks 
of A p r i l , p l an to mee t u p t h e r e the second 
T h u r s d a y of M a y at 7:30. 

I 'm back from Boston and w h a t can I say I 
en joyed it, even t h o u g h I d id get a l i t t l e 
homes i ck I am w o r k i n g on an a r t i c l e wh ich wil l 
a p p e a r in a f u t u r e issue d e s c r i b i n g the even t . F o r 
n o w I'll say t ha t by the end of A p r i l Issue 53 of 
t he T V / T S T a p e s t r y shou ld be in y o u r h a n d s w i th 
m o r e s tor ies and p e r s o n a l s t h a n eve r (one of 
L i n d a ' s C a r t o o n s m a d e it aga in also). 

I was also ab le to get a look at T r a n s v e s t i t e s 
a n d T r a n s s e x u a l s : T o w a r d a T h e o r y of Cross -
G e n d e r B e h a v i o r by Dr . R i c h a r d F. Doc te r . It is 
m e a n t to be a t ex t book and is t h e r e f o r e a l i t t l e 
"dry" for the a v e r a g e r e a d e r b u t I feel it is wel l 
w o r t h h a v i n g for y o u r shelf. A n o t h e r book I 
l ooked at b u t h a v e no t yet had a c h a n c e to r ead 
is, G e r a l d i n e . for t h e Love of a T r a n s v e s t i t e by 
M o n i c a Jay . It is an a u t o b i o g r a p h i c a l book a b o u t 
a w o m a n v.'ho mee t s a n d falls in love wi th a T V . 
T h e s e books a re a v a i l a b l e t h r o u g h I .F.G.E. W r i t e 
PO Box 367, W a y l a n d , MA 01778 or p h o n e (617) 
358-2305 

The " N a m e s P r o j e c t Qu i l t " wil l be in 
C i n c i n n a t i at C o n v e n t i o n C e n t e r M a r c h 24-26. 
T h i s is a c o m m e m o r a t i v e qu i l t for pe r sons a n d 
f a m i l i e s of A I D S v i c t i m s . I r e c o m m e n d t h a t you 
t a k e the t ime to see it. 

T h e r e is a "March for W o m e n ' s 
E q u a l i t y / W o m e n ' s L ive" in W a s h i n g t o n DC on 
A p r i l 9 C i n c i n n a t i N O W has a b u s t r i p up and 
b a c k for $50. T h e b u s wil l l eave on S a t u r d a y 
n i g h t and a r r i v e b a c k M o n d a y m o r n i n g in t i m e 
for w o r k C o n t a c t B a r b a r a P r a t t at (513) 281-7362 
if you wou ld l ike to a t t e n d . 

B-4 p r o d u c t i o n s is h o l d i n g a u d i t i o n s for 
L a r r y K r a m e r ' s p l a y "The N o r m a l H e a r t " on 
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M a r c h 16th, 17th (7:00 pm) and 18th (3:00 pm) at 
G a b r i e l ' s C o r n e r . It is a p lay a b o u t the 
b e g i n n i n g s of the A I D S e p i d e m i c . T h e y need 11 
men a n d 1 w o m a n . Cal l 721-5826 for more 
i n f o r m a t i o n . 

T h e t h e m e for C i n c i n n a t i ' s G a y / L e s b i a n P r i d e 
Week ( J u n e 3rd - 10th) is "S tonewal l 20: A 
G e n e r a t i o n of P r i d e " . F o r those w h o do not 
k n o w , t he S t o n e w a l l m o v e m e n t was t o u c h e d off 
by a n u m b e r of " D r a g Queens" t w e n t y y e a r s ago. 
C r o s s d r e s s i n g has been p a r t of the G a y P r i d e 
m o v e m e n t s ince i ts b e g i n n i n g s . P r i d e Week in 
C o l u m b u s O h i o is J u n e 17th - J u n e 25 th . For 
m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n t h e r e cal l (614) 299-7764. 

On the p e r s o n a l s ide , t he good news is I h a v e 
a j o b . I w o r k in t he o f f i c e of a d e p a r t m e n t s to re . 
It is not a h igh p a y i n g j o b b u t it is a j ob a n d I 
en joy it. T h e bad n e w s is I wil l be w o r k i n g from 
5:00 pm to 10:00 or 11:00 pm most week n i g h t s . 
T h i s m e a n s I w o n ' t be a t t e n d i n g the Cross -Por t 
m e e t i n g s un le s s my s c h e d u l e g ives me T h u r s d a y 
n i g h t off. I am st i l l w o r k i n g my d a y t i m e 
p a r t - t i m e j o b so it m a y be real d i f f i c u l t to reach 
iiic even by p h o n e . I do i n t e n d to s tay in t ouch . 

My p r e v i o u s e m p l o y e r is s t i l l t r y i n g to t ake 
a w a y my u n e m p l o y m e n t b e n e f i t s w h i c h ran out 
in D e c e m b e r . Lega l A i d is supposed to go to bat 
for me. I ' l l k e e p you i n f o r m e d . 

Cross-Port Finances 

H e r e is the c u r r e n t s t a t u s of the Cros s -Po r t 
T r e a s u r y : 
B e g i n n i n g B a l a n c e as of Las t N e w s l e t t e r ( F e b . 9): 
$913.96 
F e b u a r y E x p e n s e s : 

P h o n e : $19.00 
E n v e l o p e s & S t a m p s : $30.00 
B a n k C h a r g e s : $1.05 

T o t a l E x p e n s e s : $50.05 
F e b r u a r y I n c o m e s : 

M e e t i n g Co l l ec t ion : $51.00 
D u e s , E tc , : $146 00 

T o t a l I n c o m e : $197.00 
E n d i n g B a l a n c e as of M a r c h 9- $1060.91 . 
We also m a i l e d t w o i n t r o p a c k e t s th i s m o n t h . 

Not Me Again! 
by M i c h e l l e D a v i s 

This article originally appeared in the 
November 1988 issue of The Crossdressers's 
Bureau. Gloria Wright, editor of that newsletter 
added the info that Michelle Davis, the author, is 
also the February Cover Girl for TCB. Congratu
lations Michelle, we really enjoy your writing. 

I h a d been l o o k i n g f o r w a r d to t h e N o v e m b e r 
T r a n s p i t t m e e t i n g for a few weeks . I even b o u g h t 
a c o m p l e t e n e w o u t f i t for it. T h e c o m p a n y I 
work for was h a v i n g t h e i r a n n u a l 8 -hour s a f e ty 
m e e t i n g t h e s a m e d a y as the m e e t i n g . I le f t e a r ly 
so I cou ld go h o m e in p l e n t y of t i m e to get r e a d y . 
My wi fe was no t g o i n g to go to th i s m e e t i n g , she 
had a l r e a d y m a d e p l a n s to go to he r m o t h e r ' s for 
d i n n e r w i t h o u r son . I got h o m e a b o u t 2:30 from 
my m e e t i n g a n d s t a r t e d s h a v i n g a n d t h a t sor t of 
stuff.^ We t a l k e d a l i t t l e wh i l e b e f o r e she sa id she 
was g o i n g to l e a v e . You k n o w how it goes, 
" G o o d b y e H o n , h a v e a good t ime !" "You too!" 
"Bye dad! Be ca re fu l ! " "You too!" 

I f in i sh d r e s s i n g a n d check o u t t he m i r r o r . 
"Not too bad ," I t h i n k to mysel f . I 'm w e a r i n g a 
s i lky b louse , v e r y s h o r t b l ack m i n i s k i r t , snazzy 
s i lve r be l t , b l a c k p a t e n t hee ls , s i l ve r j e w e l r y , and 
my f a v o r i t e long b r u n e t t e wig . I g r a b my coat 
and p u r s e a n d c h e c k my m o n e y . No m o n e y ! 
"Where 's my m o n e y ? " I look e v e r y w h e r e . St i l l no 
m o n e y . We a l w a y s k e e p m o n e y a r o u n d for 
d e l i v e r i e s a n d t h i n g s . I f ind a few r e n t c h e c k s 
t h a t h a v e n ' t b e e n d e p o s i t e d , b u t no g r e e n s tuf f . 
My w i f e h a s all t h e g r e e n s t u f f w i t h he r . I d o n ' t 
h a v e t i m e to c h a n g e b a c k i n t o my m a l e c lo thes so 
I could cash a c h e c k . I keep t r y i n g to call he r 
m o t h e r ' s h o u s e . N o a n s w e r . "Maybe she d i d n ' t go 
to he r m o t h e r ' s . M a y b e she has a b o y f r i e n d . She 
keeps t e l l i n g me I 'm all she needs." As I t h i n k 
th i s , L h a p p e n to g l a n c e i n t o a m i r r o r . T h a t was 
rea l ly : b a d t i m i n g . T h e n I r e m e m b e r t h e y w e r e 
g o i n g r t o c h u r c h f i r s t . I 'm no t g o i n g i n t o c h u r c h 
a f t e r he r t o n i g h t . 

N e x t idea : T h i s is w h e r e my i n t e l l i g e n c e 
really^ s t a r t s s h o w i n g , or lack of(?) . I cal l my 
m o m w h o l ives a b o u t 9 mi les a w a y . I to ld he r 
C h a r took all t h e m o n e y w i t h h e r a n d I n e e d e d 
$40.00' t o n i g h t . "Sure , n o p r o b l e m " , she sa id . I 
c o u l d n ' t te l l h e r w h y b u t I n e e d e d h e r to p u t it 
in an e n v e l o p e a n d p u t i t ou t by t h e e n d of he r 
s t r ee t u n d e r a r o c k . P r e t t y c l eve r , a r e n ' t I? She 
f ina l ly a n d r e l u c t a n t l y a g r e e d . O u t t h e doo r I 
w e n t j u s t as h a p p y as cou ld be . I h a d p l a n n e d on 
s t o p p i n g s o m e w h e r e in P e n n s y l v a n i a for gas as I 
on ly h a d h a l f a t a n k ful l . A b o u t 1 mi l e a w a y 
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from M o m ' s house th i s r ea l ly nea t t h ing h a p p e n e d 
I ran ou t of gas. T h e gas gauge somet imes r eads 
a l i t t l e off, b u t su re ly not t o n i g h t . I was rea l ly 
sure it h a d a ha l f t a n k . Now wha t? 

It was 8 mi les back home by way of the 
i n t e r s t a t e , it was 1 mi le to my Mom's house . One 
p rob l em, she doesn ' t k n o w I do th is . Be fo re you 
can p o w d e r y o u r nose , I h e a d e d to Ma ' s house . 
Cars keep s l o w i n g d o w n , I guess to ask if I need 
a l i f t , b u t I keep m o t i o n i n g them by. D o you 
k n o w how far a mi le is in these 3" heels on a 
d a r k road on a S a t u r d a y e v e n i n g ? A l m o s t t he r e 
I see an off d u t y S ta t e T r o o p e r out in his ya rd 
t r y i n g to t e a c h h is k id how to p a r k a car. 
L u c k i l y he e i t h e r doesn ' t no t i ce me or he doesn ' t 
w a n t to be b o t h e r e d t o n i g h t wi th a poor g i r l who 
m i g h t be b r o k e d o w n . E i t h e r way , I m a d e it by 
h im. 

As I s tep up to Mom's door , I h o p e she 
r e m e m b e r s I was a l w a y s a good kid and a l w a y s 
r e m e m b e r e d he r b i r t h d a y s and neve r caused her 
too m a n y p r o b l e m s . In abou t 30 seconds I 'm go ing 
to need all t he p o i n t s I can get. Ins tead of Mom 
at t h e door my s t e p f a t h e r a n s w e r s . I tell h i m w h o 
it is and wou ld he get Mom for me. H e kept 
t r y i n g to open the door and I keep t r y i n g to hold 
it c losed. L u c k i l y , I 'm b igge r t h a n he, so I f ina l ly 
won. I asked Mom to come ou t s ide . I had 
s o m e t h i n g to ask he r Sure ly by now a n y t h i n g I 
ask he r i sn ' t ou t of t he o r d i n a r y As she comes 
ou t the door , I can r e m e m b e r t e l l ing he r , "My 
wi fe k n o w s a n d a p p r o v e s . I 'm not gay I ' l l ta lk 
to you l a t e r a b o u t it. Will you go get me $5.00 
gas in a can? I r an ou t of gas and I 'm on my 
way to a c ros sd res se r ' s m e e t i n g in P i t t s b u r g h . " 

I h a v e to h a v e the coolest mom a n y w h e r e . 
She d r o p p e d me of f at my car wh i l e she w e n t and 
got the gas. She even he lped put it in so I 
w o u l d n ' t smel l l ike gas. N e v e r said a w o r d . I 
t h a n k e d he r a n d told her t h a t C h a r , a n d myse l f 
wou ld ta lk to he r l a t e r a b o u t it. U n k n o w n to me 
at t h a t t ime , my s is ter had pu t the m o n e y u n d e r 
the rock for me. She t h o u g h t I was in some sort 
of t r o u b l e so she c a m e look ing . She passed the 
g i r l w a l k i n g up the road a n d saw the car o f f on 
the s ide of the road w i t h t he f lashers on. I guess 
she d r o v e by a few t imes u n t i l she f i gu red 
e v e r y t h i n g ou t . I h a v e n ' t t a l k e d to he r yet . My 
mom has a n d she says she rea l ly isn ' t too upse t 
a b o u t it. G r e a t peop le . 

A f t e r I cross i n t o Penn . , I s topped at a gas 
s t a t i o n . T h e a t t e n d a n t w a l k e d up and I h a n d e d 
h im the gas cap key a n d sof t ly to ld h im , "$25.00 
p r e m i u m u n l e a d e d " I mus t h a v e fooled h im 
b e c a u s e he spen t q u i t e a b i t of t ime c l e a n i n g the 
w i n d o w s . I t m u s t h a v e been the shor t sk i r t . He 
gave b a c k the key, h a n d e d me the c h a n g e and 

said " T h a n k you a n d come aga in" . I t h i n k pass ing 
for j u s t t h a t l i t t le b i t m a d e up for e v e r y t h i n g else 
t h a t w e n t w r o n g . 

My w i f e was u p w h e n I got h o m e so I asked 
her if my mom ca l l ed . She a sked w h y . She rea l ly 
d i d n ' t b e l i e v e all t h i s cou ld h a v e h a p p e n e d She 
rea l ly felt bad a b o u t h a v i n g all t h e m o n e y wi th 
her She t h o u g h t I h a d some. A coup le of d a y s 
la te r my mom c a m e ove r a n d b r o u g h t up 
s o m e t h i n g I h a d n ' t t h o u g h t of b e f o r e . It n e v e r 
o c c u r r e d to me w h a t m i g h t h a p p e n if I was ou t 
and s o m e o n e r e c o g n i z e d me. T h i s cou ld a f f e c t my 
wife ' s p o s i t i o n at h e r j o b , all her f r i e n d s , and all 
my f r i e n d s . A l s o , m a y b e my son 's f r i e n d s 
w o u l d n ' t be a l l o w e d to p l ay w i t h h im . T h e y 
would p r o b a b l y ca l l h im n a m e s at school . I guess 
I was b e i n g se l f i sh d r e s s i n g he re at h o m e and 
d r i v i n g to t he m e e t i n g s . F r o m now on I'll e i t h e r 
dress in t h e room p r o v i d e d , or if i t ' s a spec ia l 
even t , I 'll get a room for c h a n g i n g . 

I am a pe r son w h o gets a l i t t l e j e a l o u s of 
o the r p e o p l e for w h a t t hey m a y look l ike or w h a t 
they may h a v e , b u t th i s t ime I'll j u s t sit back and 
let o t h e r s be e n v i o u s of me I 've got the best 
wife eve r , a r ea l l y cool mom w h o is more up to 
da t e t h a n I ever i m a g i n e d , a n d a s is ter w h o can 
see t h i n g s even if in a l i t t l e l igh t . 

From Our Readers 

D e a r F r i e n d s , 
I am w r i t i n g a b o u t a smal l a r t i c l e t h a t 

a p p e a r e d in y o u r la tes t n e w s l e t t e r c o n c e r n i n g 
sizes. T h a t a r t i c l e c o n t a i n e d s e v e r a l size c h a r t s 
and t ex t t h a t c a m e from my book , & Illusion. 
A Guide to Crossdressing, f i rs t e d i t i o n . P lease 
don ' t m i s u n d e r s t a n d , it is no t t h e sizes in the 
t a b l e s . t h a t a r e c o p y r i g h t e d b u t the f o r m a t t i n g of 
the i n f o r m a t i o n a n d the o r i g i n a l t ex t s t a r t i n g 
wi th t-he w o r d s , "Notice. . ." . I am ob l iged to po in t 
ou t the c o p y r i g h t i n f r i n g e m e n t in o r d e r to p ro t ec t 
my work . > 

Be t h a t as it m a y , I a lso w a n t to i n f o r m you 
t h a t those t ab le s a r e n o w obso l e t e . In 1987 the 
fashioln i n d u s t r y r ev i sed all Misses , J u n i o r s , 
Womehs a n d H a l f - S i z e s . T h e l a t e s t size t ab le s a re 
r e p r o d u c e d in t h e second e d i t i o n of Art & 
Illusion, a n d I h a v e i n c l u d e d the a p p l i c a b l e pages 
he re for you . Y o u m a y p r i n t t hese pages , or 
e x t r a c t t h e m as n e e d e d , if you wi sh , so t h a t you r 
r e a d e r s wi l l h a v e t h e most c u r r e n t i n f o r m a t i o n . 
All I ask is t h a t y o u g ive p r o p e r a t t r i b u t i o n to 
the s o u r c e , w h i c h is Art & Illusion. A Guide to 
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rules m a d e t h e m m a n d a t o r y , b u t he r e a l i z e d the 
d i s c o m f o r t t h e y caused and p r o c e e d e d to loosen 
them a b i t . 

Nex t s top , t he j a i l . Were they busy! T h e r e 
were t h r e e peop le a h e a d of me w a i t i n g to give 
necessa ry i n f o r m a t i o n to t he desk s e rgean t . I was 
told to s t and in the c o r n e r , st i l l w e a r i n g the cu f f s . 
While s t a n d i n g t h e r e for t w e n t y m i n u t e s , I had 
my f i rs t rea l c h a n c e to col lec t my t h o u g h t s . I 
m a d e the dec i s ion t h a t u n d e r no c i r c u m s t a n c e s 
would I let t h e m d e g r a d e me. If t hey t r i e d , I 
wou ld show no e m o t i o n or submis s ion for t h e m to 
enjoy 

As t h e r e w e r e a b o u t ten o f f i c e r s w o r k i n g in 
th i s a rea , I fu l ly e x p e c t e d some s n i c k e r s , d i r t y 
looks, or worse . S u r p r i s i n g l y , t he re w e r e none . 
I s tood ta l l a n d p r o u d , l o o k i n g them s t r a i g h t in 
the eyes a n y w a y . 

Nex t I was g i v e n the b r e a t h test a n d fa i led 
it by a close cal l . My t u r n came to be b o o k e d 
and the c u f f s were r e m o v e d . No c o m m e n t s were 
m a d e a b o u t my a p p e a r a n c e and only one ques t i on 
i r r i t a t e d me; "Are you a h o m o s e x u a l ? " 

Wi th the b o o k i n g c o m p l e t e d , two o f f i c e r s took 
me to an i n d i v i d u a l cell , h a n d e d me a p a i r of 
p r i son cove r -a l l s , a n d told me to s t r ip c o m p l e t e l y 
t h e r e b e f o r e t h e m . T h i s was u n e x p e c t e d and 
s h o c k i n g to me. My t h o u g h t s raced a n d in the 
end I d e c i d e d t h e r e was n o t h i n g abou t my body 
to be a s h a m e d of, as K e n or R e n e e . I d i s r o b e d , 
l o o k i n g t h e m s q u a r e in t he eyes d a r i n g t h e m to 
say s o m e t h i n g a n d t h i n k i n g they m i g h t 
b e g r u d g i n g l y get a c h a r g e ou t of th is . I h a d been 
do ing some wi ld d a n c i n g and was w e a r i n g a 
one -p iece s w i m s u i t u n d e r a sk i r t . T h e y showed 
no e m o t i o n a n d m a d e no c o m m e n t s . 

A f t e r p u t t i n g on t h e i r u n i f o r m , I was to ld to 
t a k e off my wig . A t th i s c o m m a n d I was e l a t ed , 
b e c a u s e I k n e w t h e n I wou ld get t h a t last smal l 
l augh . I w e a r no wig a n d if t hey were to d e g r a d e 
me from the neck u p , t h e y w o u l d have to cu t my 
h a i r a n d s c r u b off my m a k e - u p . They gave u p on 
the wig idea a n d lef t . 

T h e n e x t t h r e e h o u r s were t e r r i b l e . It was so 
cold in t he cell I h a d to roll up i n to a ba l l to 
keep from s h a k i n g a n d h a v i n g my tee th c h a t t e r . 
F i n a l l y , I was a l l o w e d to see t he b o n d s m a n and 
get myse l f b a i l e d ou t . 

A cab was ca l l ed a n d I was e sco r t ed t h r o u g h 
the b u i l d i n g a n d to t he o u t s i d e by a s ing le 
o f f i c e r On t h e w a y ou t , I cou ld not res is t b e i n g 
cu t e a n d sa id to t he o f f i c e r , "My c lo thes c e r t a i n l y 
feel m u c h b e t t e r t h a n the ones you gave me." He 
j u s t g r u n t e d a b i t a n d g a v e me a smal l g l ance 

from the c o r n e r of h is eye . I fel t g r e a t a n d 
smi led My s e l f - r e s p e c t was ve ry m u c h i n t a c t and 
I felt even s t r o n g e r a n d m o r e c o n f i d e n t as R e n e e 
t h a n eve r b e f o r e in my l i fe . 

S t r a n g e as it m a y s o u n d th i s e x p e r i e n c e gave 
me the c o n f i d e n c e to do the one t h i n g I h a d n e v e r 
d a r e d ; t he u l t i m a t e i l l u s ion in my m i n d . A b o u t a 
m o n t h a f t e r b e i n g a r r e s t e d , I spen t the a f t e r n o o n 
at a p u b l i c b e a c h in my s w i m s u i t . 

You on ly l i ve once , or is it tw ice? So en joy 
it all "girls", b u t do s t ay a w a y f rom the Boys in 
Blue . 

Crossdressing Basics 
Choosing a Name 

by J e n n i f e r 

So, you w a n t to be a c rossd resse r do you? 
T h e n w e l c o m e to " C r o s s d r e s s i n g Basics". W h e t h e r 
you ' r e a n e o p h y t e or v e t e r a n we h a v e h e l p f u l 
h in t s for b e n d i n g y o u r g e n d e r m o r e success fu l ly . 
O u r f irs t t r e a t i s e d e a l s w i t h s e l ec t i ng an 
a p p r o p r i a t e "nom de p l u m a g e " . 

C h o o s i n g a n a m e is bes t d o n e b e f o r e go ing ou t 
for the f i rs t t i m e . So w h e n some g u y at S l a t t e r n s 
D i s c o - a s k you y o u r n a m e , you d o n ' t b l u r t ou t 
"Evere t t" . H o w e v e r , mos t of us s p e n t e n o u g h t ime 
in t h e c loset f a n t a s i z i n g of b e i n g a H o l l y w o o d 
s t a r l e t t h a t we c a m e u p w i t h g l a m o r o u s n a m e s 
based on ho t p r o p e r t i e s , s l i gh t ly a d j u s t e d . N a m e s 
such as: M a r i l y n M o n r o v i a , L a u r e n B a c a n a l l or 
for those y o u n g huss i e s - C ly t E a s t w o o d (a 
p e r f o r m e r in T i j u a n a ) . Of course if you s t a r t e d 
youngj you m i g h t choose a n a m e l ike M i n n i e 
Mouse ly or be an e x o t i c F r e n c h c h a n t e u s e by 
n a m e of W i n n i e L e P o o h . 

P r o b a b l y t he m o s t p o p u l a r form of n a m e s a k i n g 
you r g i r l se l f is t h e s i m p l e f e m i n i z a t i o n of you r 
ma le n a m e by s u f f i x i n g wi th -a, - ia , -ie or -e t t e . 
F o r e x a m p l e , if y o u r n a m e is R o b e r t you 've got 
cho ices for a n y t y p e of p e r s o n a l i t y - R o b e r t a , 
Be t ty , B o b b i e , B e r t h a . Bu t if y o u r n a m e is R a l p h , 
y o u ' r e no t a l l o w e d to c rossdress . H e r e a r e some 
c e l e b r i t i e s w i t h t h e i r l i t t l e k n o w n f e m m e names : 
L y l a A l z a d o , H u l k a H o g a n ( the H e n s u o u s H u l k a 
some of you h e a r d te l l a b o u t ) , A r l e n a 
S c h w a r z e n e g g e r s t a r r i n g in T h e I m p e r s o n a t o r a n d 
O n a n t h e L i b r a r i a n , B a r b a r a Bush a n d A y a t o i i e t t e 
K h o m e a n i e ( k n o w n r e g i o n a l l y as: T h e C h e a p 
D a t e ) . Bu t p e r h a p s I s h o u l d r e t r a c t t h a t last 
s t a t e m e n t a n d a p o l o g i z e lest a b l a c k - v e i l e d T V 
a p p e a r at some f u t u r e m e e t i n g a n d a t t e m p t to 
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ea rn t he b o u n t y of 200,000 b u r p e e s p l a c e d on my 
head . 

Heck , e v e r y o n e k n o w s t h e r e a r e no 
c rossdresse rs in i s l am. Why? J u s t s i m p l y i m a g i n e 
the s ensua l a l l u r e of w e a r i n g b l a c k s a c k c l o t h head 
to toe. I guess i t ' s f ine for t he b u d g e t consc ious 
d resse r t h o u g h ; no m a k e u p , no wigs , no hee l s jus t 
a h a n d me d o w n from S is te r R o b e r t Bob. 
A c t u a l l y , the on ly s t a t e s p o n s o r e d p e r v e r s i t y in 
I r a n is t h e w e a r i n g of P a m p e r s ( H o w m a n y ? Oh, 
I d o n ' t k n o w , t he m o r e t he m e r r i e r ) . T h e use of 
these d i a p e r s is q u i t e p o p u l a r a m o n g the t r u c k 
d r i v e r t y p e s m a k i n g d e l i v e r i e s to v a r i o u s 
embass i e s . T h e e x t r a a b s o r b e n c y p r o t e c t s t h e i r 
"Go d i r e c t l y to H e a v e n , do no t pass Go" C a r d 
a f t e r t h e y lose t h e i r b l a d d e r c o n t r o l . T h i s also 
a l lows t h e m to p r e s e n t t h e m s e l v e s wel l at 
H e a v e n ' s G a t e . "Hi , guys! N ice b l o o m i e s . W h o ya 
he re w i t h ? M u h a m m a d ? Y e a h , He ' s h e r e , j u s t a 
sec. So r ry b u t we d o n ' t h a v e you on the gues t list. 
W h a t ' s t h a t ? Oh , t he K h o m e i n i P a r t y , yes, of 
course . T h e y ' r e d o w n s t a i r s . L o w e r Leve l . J u s t t ake 
t h a t e l e v a t o r s h a f t d o w n the hall ." 

Back to n a m e s . If y o u ' r e go ing to be in shows 
c o n s i d e r n a m e s t h a t c o n j u r e u p a c h a r a c t e r i s t i c 
iiiidgc you wou ld l ike to p o r t r a y . H a n d l e s l ike: 
P e a c h e s L a P i t s , F o n d a P e t e r s , E l e c t r a G l ide , 
T a w n y F r o g m o u t h a n d C r y s t a l Ph l egm a re good 
e x a m p l e s . 

If you h a v e a n i c k n a m e t h a t you l i ke and 
w o u l d en joy c a r r y i n g it ove r as y o u r f e m m e n a m e 
m a k e su re the t r a i t it e x e m p l i f i e s is f l a t t e r i n g . 
R u s t y is cu t e for a r e d h e a d . A l f a l f a m a y be 
cove red up by y o u r wig as m a y be D u m b o so 
check the m i r r o r . Be c a u t i o u s of w h i c h b a r s you 
p a t r o n i z e if y o u r n a m e is S p a n k y . 

If you wish to be c l eve r or s o p h i s t i c a t e d you 
can choose a t r i v i a n a m e . H e s t e r P r y n n e will 
p i q u e i n t e r e s t in t he l e a r n e d a d m i r e r . D a p h n e or 
J o s e p h i n e a re good f i lm b u f f n a m e s a n d t h e f irst 
pe r son w h o can w r i t e in a n d tel l me w h y wi l l win 
a p r i ze . T h e f i lm c o - s t a r r e d M a r i l y n M o n r o v i a 
a n d was shot a t a l o c a t i o n I 've been to m o r e t h a n 
you. T h e p r i z e wi l l be the 100th a n n i v e r s a r y 
book of t h a t l o c a t i o n . M a y b e . A i n ' t t h i s a r t i c l e 
g r ea t , s o m e t h i n g to r ead a n d n o w p r i ze s . B e t t e r 
t h a n C a p p y D i c k . 

Le t ' s face it , some n a m e s j u s t d o n ' t f i t d r e s se r s 
and spec i a l c a r e s h o u l d be used to a v o i d n a m e s 
l ike M a r y , C o n s t a n c e , D o n n a R e e d a n d A n i t a 
B r y a n t . O n t h e o t h e r h a n d , n e a r l y any c u r r e n t l y 
p o p u l a r c e l e b r i t y m a k e s a good n a m e for a w h i l e 
- W h i t n e y , B r o o k e , T i f f a n y , P l u t o , L a t o y a . T h e 
d a n g e r b e i n g t h a t if you go w i t h o u t p e r i o d i c 
c h a n g e you can e n d u p b e i n g M o n a or even 
C l y t e m n e s t r a . 

S p e a k i n g of w h i c h , m y t h o l o g i c a l n a m e s can be 
q u i t e n ice . J u s t m a k e su re you can l ive up to a 
n a m e l ike A t h e n a , V e n u s , A p h r o d i t e or M e d u s a . 
L i k e w i s e , B i b l i c a l n a m e s can be swel l too . S a r a 
is n i ce b u t Lo t ' s W i f e i sn ' t ve ry coy. N e i t h e r is 
H o r s e h e a d B e e l z e b u b . T h e e x c e p t i o n to the 
"Mary" ru l e a b o v e is w h e n i t ' s fo l lowed by 
" M a g d a l e n e " a l t h o u g h you m i g h t w a n t to c h a n g e 
the f i r s t n a m e to , say , L i n d a . 

W h i c h b r i n g s us to last n a m e s . T h e y too, 
s h o u l d be chosen w i t h g r e a t ca re . T h e y shou ld 
p o e t i c a l l y s y n t h e s i z e w i t h y o u r f irs t n a m e t h r o u g h 
a l l i t e r a t i o n , i n t e r n a l r h y m e s c h e m e , or w h a t h a v e 
you; a n d if t h e y p r o v i d e a d o u b l e e n t e n d r e , all 
t he b e t t e r . T h i s is a rea l swee t n a m e - A r e o l a 
K a r e s s , a n d i t ' s u p for g r a b s . If y o u ' r e p a r t i a l to 
t h a t c o n t i n e n t a l f l a i r you could be H o n o r e K n i e s e . 
No, M a i d M a r i a n is too f l a g r a n t , t hese n a m e s need 
to seem m o r e c o m m o n a n d speak sub t ly to the 
c a r e f u l l i s t e n e r L i k e th i s t a b l o i d s ' co -ed i to r ' s 
n a m e , C a t h e r i n e M o o r e h e a d . 

Well , God k n o w s I 'm su re t h i s has been a 
w o n d e r f u l he lp to all of you. If you d o n ' t l ike 
any of these s u g g e s t i o n s you can a l w a y s t ry the 
i n g r e d i e n t list on b o x e s of C h i n e s e food. 
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Fooling Ourselves 

"Your e y e s a r e tii99er than your 
belly". "The ^ r a s s Is always g r e e n e r on 
t h e o t h e r side of t h e fence" These a r e 
J u s t a few of t h e old sayings you hear 
eve ryday . I t 's onlv human n a t u r e f o r one 
t o fool ther ise lve into thinking something 
which is not possible. Is possible. F o r many 
of us who a r e t r a n s v e s t i t e s / t r a n s e x u a l s , 
we exper ience th is on many d i f f e r e n t 
levels quite f r e q u e n t l y , a s we t r y t o 
u n d e r s t a n d o u r s e l v e s . 

The f a v o r i t e line I love to h e a r is , "I 
was out in public today , and I passed.** 
Hev now, did th is p e r s o n rea l ly p a s s , o r 
diq not»ody pay any a t ten t ion b e c a u s e 
t h e y j u s t didn't c a r e . Depending on the 
p l a c e s you go, and t h e people you meet, 
IS whats going to determine if t h e y even 
c a r r e d what s e x you were. Older people 
don't seem t o c a r e . The younger they a r e , 
t h e more important your sex I s . Being 
around small chUdern all t h e time, I s e e it 
Is v e r y important t o them, because once 
t h e y know t h e p e r s o n s s e x , th is t e l l s the 
child how a p e r s o n should look and a c t -
Socie ty h a s a l ready taught t h e s e children 
what is e x p e c t e d o'f you, depending on 
your gender . A p e r f e c t example o f a 
typical smajl childs r e s p o n s e is evident In 
t h e movie t .T . In th is movie, when t h e l i t t le 
girl f i r s t meets ET , she doesn't wonder If 
it b i tes , o r where It came from, s h e a s k s , 
"Is it a boy or is it a girl"? 

I only want t o s t r e s s t h e point, t h a t 
one shouldn't g e t over conf ident in 
ones ability t o p a s s , b e c a u s e it j u s t 
h u r t s us when someone does ask . At 
l e a s t , no one usual ly knows who you a r e , 
and your male idenity Is st i l l s a f e . 

Many o f u s g e t a l i t t le b r a v e r and 
want t o s t a r t cnanging our body. Examples 
of th is would be, piercing your e a r s , 
le t t ing your hair o r nails grow long, 
plucking your eyebrows, and maybe even 
e l e c t r o l y s i s . Most o f t h e s e things a r e 
noticable t o a keen o b s e r v e r . Many o f us 

?o throuqh e v e r y d a y life not noticing 
he l i t t le things In l i fe. 

I personal ly however^ seem to not ice 
almost every th ing . I not ice not only 
changes in appearance , but behalvor, 
dresSf ac t ion , and most things t h a t 
s u r r o u n d me. T h a t s why, most of you who 
know me, know t h a t a s much a s I might 
want t o do t h e s e things, I don't. I want to 
keep a c e r t a i n level o f r e s p e c t a s a male 
s o { can ' t u s e t h a t don't Qlve-a-dam 
a t t i tude . If you want to piay the game and 
win, you have t o play by t h e r u l e s . 

Even if nobody seems to not ice, it only 
t a k e s one p e r s o n who likes to ta lk , and 
soon e v e r y o n e will know, e x c e p t you. You 
must be willing t o e x c e p t the possible end 
r e s u l t s . If you a r e in upper management, 
o r Plan It In t h e f u t u r e , t h e r u l e s a r e 
much more s t r i c t , and th is does not 
lncl«jde taking on feminine c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s . 

If you J u s t want t o f e e l feminine, j u s t 
s t i c k t o shaving your legs or wearlns[ the 
c l o t h e s under your regu la r c l o t h e s , i t 's 
much s a f e r . And again, don't j u s t think 
you'll g e t away with It, because t h e r e a r e 
no g u a r a n t e e s . 

I g u e s s t h e big foo ler , is j u s t t ry ing 
to find out what our sexual origination is. 
Many of us put a label on o u r s e l f a s being 
some form o f TU or TS. 

Many TUs ge t so deep into their ro le , 
they begin t o believe they a r e TS. A f t e r 
al l , if your l i fe a s a male hasn ' t been all 
t h a t wonderful , then becoming someone 
d i f f e r e n t and s t a r t i n g over becomes very 
a t t r a c t i v e . 

Iv'e met and known a few gir ls who have 
made t h e change. My f i r s t impression of 
many, is t h a t they a r e v e r y lonely 
individualists with no r e a l goals in l ife. 
Once t h e y t a k e on t h e goal of becoming a 
woman, they e n t e r into t h e biggest 
challenge o f their l i fe. They become 
o b s e s s e d with It. All they seem t o do is 
think of t h a t big day when they go t o 
s u r g e r y which means th is t a s k t h e y have 
under took. Is now complete. 

The e n t i r e time they a r e in th is 
p r o c e s s , t h e y acheive a new s e n s e o f 
being. It reminds me of a man who wants to 
walk a c r o s s t h e c o u n t r y . While he makes 
his journey he has th is driving f o r c e 
within telling him he must go on. He must 
complete his mission, and when he does he 
r e a ly f e e l s g r e a t about himself. As time 
cont inues, his spir i t s t a r t s to die o f f . 
But soon he s e e s another challenge, and 
he g e t s on a motivating high again and 
s t a r t s all over . 

Some T S s a r e like t h a t man, e x c e p t 
once t h e goal o f womanhood is met, t h e r e 
is no second goal. They fa l l into the same 
depress ion they were in b e f o r e this all 
got s t a r t e d . Many have asked themselves 
a f t e r t h e f a c t , if t h e y indeed did t h e 
r ight thing. 

Of c o u r s e , I know a good number whio 
became v e r y complete a s women, and live 
happy and rewarding lives. 

I a lso wonder why everyone , a t l e a s t in 
our group, f e e l s like they must be e i ther 
TU or p r e - o p TS. I have met many gir ls 
a c r o s s t h e c o u n t r y who live a s women y e t , 
do not f e e l t h e need f o r t h e operat ion. 
As Dr. Ulrciinia Pr ince explains In her books, 
being feminine Is a s t a t e o f mind- Removing 
one's penis doesn' t make you feminine or 
female. It simply allows you to have s e x 
with a ano ther p e r s o n in a d i f f e r e n t 
fashion. If you have no need f o r s e x in a 
relat ionship, then you rea l ly have no need 
f o r an operat ion. J u s t b e c a u s e everyone 
e lse is doing it , doesn' t mean It 's f o r 
you. 

Some people have t h e Idea t h a t if a 
female does something, then it must be 
feminine, i have n e v e r met a woman who 
said she f e e l s feminine whien on her 
period. Y e t I hear about guys who wear 
a Kotex pad b e c a u s e it makes them f e e l 
feminine. 

I a lso have had s e v e r a l f r i ends , and 
know of a few Individuals, who wanted t o 
be women but held o f f on t h e operat ion. 
In each c a s e , they e i ther grew t i red o f 
being a woman or found it was eas ie r to 
be a man. Whatever, they now a r e men 
again, and all were glad t h e y waited. Of 
t h e people I mentioned, one l ived a s a 
woman only 1 1/2 y e a r s , while some did it 
f o r a s much a s 15 y r s . 

I hope I don't o f f e n d anyone with th is 
ar t ic le , but I personal ly f e e l d i f f e r e n t 
about myself than I did 10 v r s . ago, and I'm 
glad I didn't r u s h Into anything. I j u s t 
hope you "Look b e f o r e you leap". 
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