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POLICY A.ND STATE~NT OF TRA.~SS£XUALS IN PRISON 2 INC 9 

Transsexual~ In Prison, Inc., i3 a national and international organi­
zation of incarcerated .tran~eexuals 2nd non-incarcera~ed trans~exuals 
with a rnu.l ti-purpo~e be!3ides our net--rnrking, informa.tional!. exchange 9 • 

educatiom and organizL,g the transsexual irunata and the community, we 
strive to ensure that both the male and the female transsexual ha~ 
acce~~ to legal i~sue~ concerning medical treatment while in prison 9 

along with referral3, for them once they are released 1 for the treat­
ment of Gender Dy9phoria. Our action~ in both State and Federal Court~ 
through litigation of the medical treatment-. of' the transsexual pri.soner 
i3 an assurance that we will be accorded the respect, 2..Ild our right~ 
preserved and implemented by State and Federal Cor1:"'ecti•~al Sys~emso 
T4I.Pa, ha~ been e3tablished in a number of State~, and in Canada 9 each 
region i3 active in the medical and civil right.s i!!sue~ concernin_g . the 
transsexual prisoner. 

Tran~sexua.l~ In Prison,_j~-~ a non--nrofit Oreanization which o-nerate :, on 
personal buc.eet!3 of each of it:.! member~, , Board 01" Di:-ector) 1 9 

Becausa soma Soard Member~ are prisoner~ themselves they are not allowed 
to receive fund~ for their ~ark under some s~ate laws, however, contri­
bu1:ions are received, if ag=-eed by those non-prisondr member of the 
Board of Director~ at the of.fices of the; Canadian Regional Di~ector; 
Tenne~see Regional Director; and the Director of Counseling Ser-rices; 
for T.I.Po, they however: have the sole right to reject any funda they 
desire. ( Should contributions be :nade <Uld acceotad in some cases mav 
constitute as a tax deduction, see vour tax consultant for detailg). 

Trans~exual~ In Pri~on, reserve the righ~ to reject and not to print 
any articles, and or prL~t articles that do not inform the member~ of 
our organization illiith their plight ·•8, Photo~ etc as well 0 All material 
received mu~t be true and signed for release; and must be a factual 
account of the plight at hand, and include documen~ation to 3upport 
the allegations. · wE DO ~OT FORBWARD MAIL TO OTHER TR.A.NSSEXUALS IN 
PRISON FOR THE PUR~OSE OF PEN-PAL RELAT~ONS. If i~ does not relate 
to the bu.siness at· thi.s organiza1:ion or il: '.!3 re .ferra.l~ ne1:;,;ork then 
it will be returned un-ans~erado Net;,;orking referrals can be sent to; 
The Canadian ~ee:.onal Offic~; The Tennessee rt9~:ma1 Of!"ice; ~ 



T.I.P. PRESS RELEAS::J: As many o:f you know our founder M.J. Ashford and 
Executive Director of TexRe, Lynn Marie Scribner have made parole over the 
past few year9. We here at Transsexuals In Prison worked hard, along with 
other Transsexual and Non Transsexual Official!_ Organizations to gain the 
release on clemency for our C.E.o., Vanessa Meriwether... Although the I ndian 
Parole Board recommended Vanessa for Clemency, and forewarded their decieion to 
Indiana's Govenor, Gouvenor Beyh, after carefully reviewing and examining h er 
c~se sent his decision b~ck to the Indiana Parole Board to inform Ms. Meriwethe 
that he would not grant her clemency petition due to the "nature and cirumstan­
ces of the of:fense.t• on April 24, 1992. We of the T.I.P. wish to thank tho9e 
who helped in the support of our sister and friend in this quest 0 • We know 
that Vanessa's time in prison is down to just four years and seven months, befo 
she is released without a hearing and we are looking foreward to your continued 
support of her and thank you for it as you have through the years~ Sincerely, 
In the struggoe of Freedom of Identy. The Staff of T.I.P., ~nc., 1984 - 1993~ 

NE'W PEN PAL SERVICE OFFERED, A TRANSEXUALS In Prison Pen-pal ProJect.: Please 
send us the :following information if you seek pen pals with sincerity. Ple a se 
fill out the information below as 11 HONESTLYtt as p ossible. Be Real and Hono!J t 9 , 

Letting us know about you for our Pen-Pal Listing who You Are and What You Are 
-Interested ~n. Thanks •..•..•..• Rev. John Prowett 9 , Memphis, 
Tenne~see, USA, J8104-2012o 
Further Information_ of Pen Pal Possibilities~ there are presently people in one 
of our countries in a friendly-overseas county, wishing to have pen-pal friend 
ships with people in the U.S. A. and Canadae- People with friendship & wi thou.tt 
any prejudices send~ information to, Patricia Fisher, P.O. Box 293~ Cote-des­
neiges P.O., 5858 Cote-des-neiges Blvd., Montreal, Quebec, Canadao- HJS 2S6 ·ci•; . 
INFORMATION REQUESTED: NAME lLEGAL) _______ NAME lFEMME) _____ _ 
IDENTIFICATION# _______ ADDRESS _____________________ _ 
LOCATION 
AGE: ____ WEIGHT: ___ HEIGHT: __ _ HAIR: ---- EYES: ___ RACE: ____ _ 
CIRCLE ONE: TV TS QUEEN G.AY BISEXUAL HERETSEA'1.JAL. HOMOSEXUAL 
INTRESTS AND HOBBIES: 
LIKES AND DISLIKES: ------------------------------
CAN. YOU WRITE OTHER PRISONERS: _____ CAN YOU R~CEIVE MAj_L FROM OTHER· 
PRISONERS ______ • HBLOW NOT FOR HBPHINT - FOH OuR FILES ONLY:------
WHAT ARE YOU IN PRISON FOR: ___________ WHAT IS YOUR RELEASE DATE __ _ 

REMEMBER THIS PEN-PAL SERVICE IS ~R~E UNLY TO THOSE TV/TS PERSONS IN 
PRISON. THOSE U i.~ THE OUTSj_DE AND NON TV /TS .PRIS01'1~RS \-'I.ILL BE REQUESTED TO SEND 
A DONATj_QN TU COVER COST 01'' PRINTj_NG AND MAILING;. 

IF SOMEONE WRITES YOU, AND YOU ARE NOT INTRESTED: PLEASE AT LEAST WRj_TE 
TtlEM BACK A.i.'ID SAY, itNOT INTERESTED IN CORRESPONDENCE AT THIS TH1E". OVER 3 
COMPLAINTS FROM PEN-PALS WRITERS AND A PERSON WILL BE DROPPED FROM THIS SERVICE 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Request of John Fall 206- - Dtd. April 14, 1992 . 
- all materials :following item to: Cold Iron, c/o John Fall, -
- • Seattle, Washington, USA, 98122. Deadline for submissions is 
December Jl, 1992. "Gay/Lesbian/Queer Prisoner Authology Seeks Submission!J. 
Cold Iron, an anthology of writing and art by and abou~ lesbian, Gay and Queer 
prisoners, is seeking submissions. Any work that reflects experiences and cone 
erns o:f Gay, Lesbian or ~ueer prisoners, their lovers or friends will be cons id: 
ered."--.; _"I am especially interested in articles that are the result of coll a c 
oration between prisoners and non-prisoners. A focus of the anthology will be 
on building bridges in an attempt to create and maintain positive relationships 
across the walls." said editor Lin Elliot, a Cherokee/Scotch Irish Prisoner 
incarcerated at Challam Bay, Washington. Individual works are also desired. 

The anthology will reflect the diversity of Lesbian, Gay and Queer communi 
ies, Including works by women and men of all ages, races, national origins and 
political, religious and economic perspectives." Cold Iron, is interested i n 
all of the problems facing the transexuals in prisons; All the topics of your 
concerns are elgable to be considered •. Submissions must be JOOO words or less. 
Unly Black & White Art Work or Phots. Please send materials to John Fall above 0 . 
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RONI'S SCRIBBLES; FANTASY Y5, REALITY! REALITY; is the property of being 
real, of really existing. It is what is, despite appearances. Otis opposed 
to the imaginary, the make believe: Reality to me is that hon~st down to earth 
part of what is between my fantasy, and the road that it took through transfor-
mation for me to become what I am today ..• The H.EAL WORLD. 
There are some very Famous Transsexual8 today, Star studded Led by the first 
media exposed Christine Jorgenson; Tennis Star Renee Richards, Jan Morris Writer 
and so forth. No Longer the topic of transsexualism turns up every day, . The 
tabloids expose us, TV. Like L.A. LAW AND DONAHUE, and Geraido, Now we are 
recozined by scientists as realy existing, we are realiy people who are differ­
ant, They can not agree as to why and may never. Reality: Caroline Cossey is 
a model a top model. Was a sort of star in a movie, posed for play boy. She 
Tall Gracefull, six feet of her molded with this heavenly body that most of us 
would kill for, A Drop Dead gorgeous t·ace and a sexy Bedroom voice that has just 
a trace of huskiness .•. She is the picture of feminity and she is known as TULA. 
She had the world in the palm of her hand. She was a Transsexual, She posed for 
play boy in a nude lay out and fooled them ..• She was on top of her profession 
of modeling and along came a roll for her in For Your Eyes Only •.• Then her world 
came crashing down as REALITY struck ... A Tabloid revealed her secret: James 
Bond Girl Is a BOY: In truth she was a Boy ..• She was Post Op at the time o~ 
the movie and had been for years. But you see reality is that we will alway■ 

be trru1ssexuals no matter how long after the surgery we are expoued we will 
always be Males who hnd a SEX CHANGE •.. First Case in point. If Reality is that 
contrary to our fantansies, we will do any thing to gain the surgery that we so 
desperatly need ... Proof is the number of us who are ubcarcerated in the USA~ 
My Own personal experiance will tell you that ... There is a long time and a long 
road between those first Thoughts that I am differant I am not a Boy, I would 
rather be a girl and the Hours after surgery when we first believe that at last 
I AM A WOMAN. I am free ... well girls you may be women, but you are far from 
free. I was born and given the Name of' Roni Lynn Broken Bow. Why my Mother 
chose the Name of Roni' Lynn is still a mystery to me •.. But as far back as I 
can remember I never felt like a boy, I was al.ways most comforstable with my 
Sisters and playing with the dolls and house type things. I was always con-
sidered a Sissy and was the brunt of all sorts of things as I grew up, Most of 
which made me hate boys even more ... It came to a head three days after graduat­
ion from High School just after my sixteenth Birthday. A severe beating before 
and after a Gang Rape left me a Eunuch. A Casterated Transsexual ... A Sixteen 
year old who knew that I was a Transsexu -1~ who was born with a cromosonal 
abnormality, Three X's and one Y instead of the normal XY of a male .•. I also had 
been subject too totaly · accidently to a massive bombardment of my system fromi 
early youth by female harmones, then used as growth harmones in chickens ..• I 
had nice firm little breasts at the age of ten ... But even then my transformation 
did not come over night... I started taking Female harmones right after the 
surgery to caste:rate me. Soon after came breast augmentatioA, while working as 
a dancer, Larger Tits helped me make more money, better tips. Next came a 
diabolocial t!-iing cal.led a Dicky Tack or Trans T:ie. This coupled with a Very 
Tight special G String let me pull ot·r the Female impersonation. The G String 
wu s painfull to ware, but l got use to it ... The surgical Gel I had injected 
into my breasts was a Gamble But I lived with it and the extra money got used 
for the things that I needed to walk down the pRth of transformation ... A long 
prison sentance got in my way, But, I used them to educate mysel~ about myself 
and my physcic self. I came out and went to work getting a degree in the 
field that I thought that I could make a impact on society for transsexual• in 
Counseling ..• I did any thing and every thing that I could to· pay for my school­
ing and to keep my self~ alive and work toward a double goal .•• Degree and Surgery 
I danced again, . I waited tables Finally becomeing a Bar made who then worked 
again after ·hours .•. The degree came easier then the surgery ••• That is a long 
sDow road and contrary to some of your beliefs it is not a on demand surgery or 
a on request surgery ..• and I do not care that you do have cash money in hand, 
You will follow the prescribed path from discovery to tpe surgery room ..• Many 
thousand~ of' 11ollars and many years will be spent in your quest ..• That is 
realiq-: It will be a long hard road between those first doubts about your 
sexuality and the realisation that you are a woman in the wrong body ... It will 
be a long hard expensive road down the path of transformation, through shrinks, 
Harmone theraphy, real life tests etcra till your surgery. And then, even then 
life will not be the dream you dreamed and that my Girls is realit~. 
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SURVIVING IN A ffi~N•s PBJSQN, Condensed ~s editing for length would be acceptab 
by the author, A. Beyer (202141) O.S.C.I •. , P.O. Box J.310., Oshkosh,WJr,- USA" • .5490 
Cqnden~ed By· Patricia Fisher in July 1992 •. "Surviving in a mens' Prison i,!-lough 
female by M~lisea . M. Beyer •• ~NWho'd ever think that we should find ourselve~ i 
a men~• prison, let alonein prison period. I know that~ never dreamed of comr 
ing here. I remember back to the day the Judge had sentenced me and how I cri 
and bagged not to go. ,l3u t gee that wa.3 a 1 ong time ago, it seems,. in here whe 
days seem like weeks, weeks, like years, and years like decades. But we survi 
Why? to me that is a very good question. One I hAve long pondered in my thou ~ ­
It seem~ suicide has been a problem for many of us. Some of the thoughts th~t 
fill our every reflection of thoughts,. Visons of rape, assult, har 8 ssments 
every side. Both form the inmates to the guards themselves arise the nightrnar 
of it. The loneliness that that we of the same sex face as individuals. Mo~t 
of all, feel I need someone that we can go and talk with openly without worry 
being ridiculed. Sure, there is the Prison Psychologist ~nd psychiatrists. 
But how would they know what we go through? Are they us??? Only we know and i 
is a very difficult burden for even the strong~ Yes, I am a trnnssexuRl, 
though I do not view this as a problem, though it does hRve its' difficulties. 
I view this as a learning pr~cess. A conditioning period to face the very wor: 
of a male population. To strenghten myself for the hnrdships of the outside 
world. We are strong but a ~4airt is only as strong as its weRkest link,. For 
some of us that is our own insecurties., Some of our own fenrs And jeMlousiea. 
Just because we want to be females does not mean we want to be defensless. On : 
of our best defenses we have is our own minds.Therein lie~ nn escape for all t. 
things we find alarming and frightening. I feel we are people ~s humRn beings 
who desire choices. Hemomber this, no one can make you feel any emotion you d 
not choose to feel. When you are angered it is because you chose to be angry. 
We fear the unknown and that which we do not understand •. We did not choose to 
be the way we are, rlild need good friends with feelings who caro that are 
educated to understand us. I am not ~sshRmed if I may he dirferent in some 
ways from other and want to stand proud with others. People do not like 
secretivness. Sometimes all we have is our drc~ms. I wish in my drenms to be 
what l could be doing, or whnt I would like to do such as of my apparel, to 
being with a husband or boyfriend. Most of all I am leary of the mind g~mes t· 
people play. \~e learn to remember, never volunteer inform~tion. If they ask 
then answer them but don't talk too much. It seems that gossip is common with 
al 1 people without perf erence of 110 th male 3nd f'emal e. It is best to use gent . 
words and to pick them with care. Many of our problems mRy work tl1emselves ou 
given time and experience.. I can well remember many years ago when 3 transsex ~ 

ualism was unknown and not ever heard about. We I feel have come a long way 
since then. There are a few of us battling for honest expression of our right . 
I feel that prison will be a vary good teacher, though it will be painfull. W; 
are just a small minority. I reP-1 to act like a womrtn, ones own age, protocol 
and to maintain appenrances is preferable. I would like to hRve a man om my o• 
background if possible. It is good to have a "Man" while in prison, if it hel ; 
you. He may make your territorial claim on you and most of the men will leave 
you n.lone. ~fan older man, will protP-ct what he claims 39 his. There is r1.ga-: 
caution, however we ~ust also depenct on ourselves nnd be cnrofull to try not tc 
get too attached-too attached unless certain of not being h~rrnfully set up. I ' 
seems that both men and women cnn be extremely devious when it comes to courti1 
It seems wiser to ;:ilwr,ys take ones time wlrnn ctoing ;:i.nything. We all need to 
have good friends. In reality even though it may seem everyone is out to get _ 
that may not be the w;:i.y it is. \{ould be good to have H man for protection, nn< 
to share sexual favors if they were giwen but not takBn disavb1ngesiously. To 
be treated decently and to understand the person you are with AS an individual 
I for one believe we should never seek revenge. Silent prayer and medit3tion, 
relieve a lot of the fustrations and anxieties. I feel meditation helps us •. 
I feel I need good and sincere friends, and that we all have thnt basic need •. 
Completed. I hope that I have served f~verably in reducing this ~rticle by 
Melissa Beyer to one page from 6½ pages of 1,650 words. Patricia 
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granted to edite for clarity and or len~th. The articles was edited for 
length for reasons stated in the following article on this page. 

AUTHOR'S PERMISSION TO PRINT 

INC., 

Permission is expressly given to TRANSSEXUALS IN PRISON, 

a non-profit organization, to print in their regular 

publication newslatter of 'Transsexuals In Prison' the following: 

NAME OF ARTICLE: 

APPROXIMATE I..EN;TH: 

DATE FIRST WRITI'EN: 

AOTHOR'S NAME: 

RIGHTS OFFERED: 

Surviving in a mens' prison though female. 

1650 words (6 ½ pages) 

May 03, 1992 

Melissa M. Beyer (aka: A. Beyer) 

Any editing for clarity and or length would be 

11~ 
__ {~ ;_~- --~- • 1a1 • ~u~ granted, as would express transsexualism, and be 

t .. U~7 ~ ~ , of further benefit to the transsexual community 

acceptable and understood. All other rights are 

~, . ' _fl~~-, j ::d:t:::~:·p·ermission and authorizatior. agreement ~JJ¾ . . ~.::• '"' fli .: ' ~ - must be granted by and recieved from the author 

✓,:% ·') '{ { f for any sale or profit of this article, other than 

\ .~. ::-_._-.)~i..,.,::'.: •. 1 ;~~----"-="_<7_ 1 \_\:-Jr~-- · that expressly granted herein for publication in 
/......._-- .-_~:- , -: ~ _ the 'Transse..'<Uals In Prison Newsletter ' . 

. . -~) --:-~,,.irr·- - / ~,- ,-- -~ 
-·~.c.-J) --<'-,-- _,-,-..>~ -'--· 'c;;;:-··, - ~ 
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The only compensation expected, is in the form of a byline; 

appreciation is expressed for listing author's address. 

A. Beyer (202141) 
f.L.C.I. 
P.O. Box 147 
Fox Lake, WI 53933 
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FINANCIAL HtALITY UPDATE ON wORLD ECONOMY: Dy P~tricii'I. Fi!-!her. 
tCUNOMICS: Economics in our present time hAre in Quebec, CAnadA, in the US~, 
and all tl1e other countries at this time, we Rre expericening A ~ORLD BUSINESS 
RECESSION. Here many of our present Dusinoss F~ctories nnd MBnuf~cteurs are 
loosing money. Uur Wel:fa:re Hools ?.r e up nnd the Unemployment sometimes expires 
for many people who are not working. They are sometimes nbsorhed onto the 
wel.fare rolls. In our present society with the new free trr,rle lRws comming 
into eft'ect, our apperance of economic prosperity is sometimes exngerated. Uur 
Gross National Product nAeds an uplift. Many of our youth are now trying to 
stay in school to improve themselves and their education. Your educations can 
give you an advantage in the future. Many of our stores have closed their 
outlets. I am grate.full that l have been working in the past up to this date .. 
I am on a two month li'l.yed off for vncation now into late August •. Thia hAs 
been stressfull on °all the people who work out here for a livin~ •. The T.I.P., 
may seem late but will continue as long as possible. I do care about it And 
each of you. We do the hast that we can do :for you in our T.I.P. Newsleter,,. 
CHANGEOF PERSUNAL ADDRESS AT HOME: For those o:f you who uae my personal home 
address, I have moved from appartmont #5 to Appartment #17, in the same Street 
and Building address as ' be:fore. Hy Post Office Box arldress hns not cnanged 
however and is still the same. Patricia G. Fisher. 

ANSWER TO LETTER ANOUMIOUSLY HERE: It is sometimes necessary to try to adju~t 
to your community around you and to accept and to like and appreciate all the 
people without any prejudices that are inherent from social cultures •. When we 
all learn to like and love and to understand other peoples we will be much 
happier in our own lives. There is also a great feeling of appreciation to 
learn other languages and to become assumulated with and become part of the 
people. Sometimes people who are effiminate naturally may find some masculine 
trates may help them succeed in their lives. Please keep a good faith. Prttricia 



IS THERE A GENETIC 
CAUSE FOR TRANSSEXUALISM? 

Copyright o 1990 - Sarah Seton, M.D. 

A major breakthrough in the 
understanding of sexuality has 
occurred with the appearance of four 
scientific articles in Nature, Vol 346, 
19 July, 1990. These articles report 
for the first time the isolation of a 
novel family of embryonically 
expressed genes responsible for sex 
determination in humans and mice. 
In addition, a human sex-determining 
gene which encodes for a protein with 
similarity to a conserved DNA-binding 
motif has been discovered. I will 
attempt in the following review article 
to explain the significance of this 
achievement and how it changes the 
way we will think about transsexuality 
in the future. 

It has long been known that Nature 
creates females unless some unknown 
mechanism of sex-determination is 
activated to make males. In 1959, 
geneticists showed for the first time 
that this male-determining mechanism 
is located somewhere on the Y­
chromosome of mice and men. Seven 
years later, the search was narrowed 
to the short arm Yp of the Y-chromo­
some. Next, a highly conserved and 
repetitive DNA sequence sex-specific 
in snakes was discovered but this se­
quence was barely represented in the 
human Y-chromosome. From 1966 
to 1976, an hypothesis held sway that 
the histocompatibility antigen H-Y 
found in males was the primary testic­
ular determining factor; it was thought 
that once the primitive gonad was 
triggered by this antigen to form the 
testis, maleness followed. Eicher in 
1979, isolated the H-Y antigen in 
humans for the first time and showed 
that in male-to-female transsexuals, 
the H-Y antigen blood levels were 
lower than in normal males and in fe­
male-to-male transsexuals, H-Y 

antigen levels closely approximated 
normal males. However, these results 
were disputed by other researchers in 
1981 who found no such correlation 
in transsexuals. What finally killed the 
H-Y antigen hypothesis was the dis­
covery of mice that bad testicles but 
lacked H-Y antigen. 

In 1971, the sex-reversal phenome­
non was discovered: a fully developed 
male with :X:X-chrornosomes, the 
genetic endowment of females. Since 
that time, phenotypically normal fe­
males were found witb XV-chromo­
somes, the genotype of males. By 
1984, there were so many cases found 
that the prevalence was estimated to 
be one in twenty thousand births -
fairly common. While these sex­
reversal patients are sterile in many 
cases, they have all the sexual char­
acteristics of the opposite genetic sex; 
there has been one case reported in 
the literature of an XY-female 
bringing a normal infant to term with 
the help of hormone therapy. 

With so many sex-reversal patients, 
geneticists were able to study the 
nature of this phenomenon. They 
found in the case of X,-X-males that a 
crossover in Yp to Xp during paternal 
meiosis occurs which effectively places 
the male sex-determining factors on 
the X-chromosome(s). These 
segregate into the haploid zygote as a 
modified X which when combined 
with the maternal X at conception 
creates a fetus with an XX-genotype 
containing the genes crucial for 
differentiation of gonads into testes in­
stead of ovaries. In the XY-female, 
the opposite occurs by deletion of the 
crucial portions of the Y -chromQIOme: 
The mutation is heritable and 
segregates exclusively with the Y­
chromosome; in fact, offspring of 
these females have frequent non-
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disjunction and often produce XXY 
daughters and XYY sons. Genetic 
analysis of the mutated Y-chro­
mosome shows that there are no gross 
deletions or rearrangements and no 
loss of Y-specific gene functions apart 
from testis determination. 

By deletion analysis of XX-males in 
1986, the testes determining factor 
(IDF) was furthered narrowed to the 
interval 1 of Yp near the pseudo­
autosomal X-Y pairing and exchange 
region at about the center of Yp. By 
1987, an XX-male came along with 
the only Y -chromosomal regions out­
side the pseudo-autosomal region 
comprising intervals !Al and 1A2 and 
an XY-fernale patient with a translo­
cation between the Y -chromosome 
and autosomal 22 (X,t(Y;22)) who 
lacked only 1A2 and 1 B regions; 
hence TDF appeared to be in 1A2, a 
140 kilobase long region, which when 
isolated and cloned was found to be a , 
gene which varied little in other spe­
cies, indicating its importance in evolu­
tion. The new gene was dubbed ZFY 
for the zinc-finger protein that it ex­
pressed on translation; the protein bas 
six amino-acids which have residues 
which bind a zinc ligand and appear to 
function as a DNA binding transcrip­
tion regulator. ZFY looked like a 
candidate for the putative TDF until 
three XX-males and one XX-intersex 
were found in 1989 who lacked the 
ZFY gene. J\11 three men, however, 
had segment lAl, another 140 kilo­
base segment, and showed abnormal 
reproductive tracts suggesting that 
they lacked genes for completely nor­
mal sexual development while being 
unquestionably men. In addition, the 
ZFY gene in mice (Zfy) proved to be 
associated with germ cells and not the 
crucial somatic cell lines responsible 
for testes determination. Therefore, 
ZFY was not TDF but TDF was 
located somewhere in lAl. 

We mentioned above the XY-fe­
male with an X,t(Y;22) translocation 
who bad lAl but not 1A2 or 1B 
regions. If we are now saying that the 
putative TDF lies somewhere in lAl 



and this female had lAl, then why 
wasn't she male? The answer is that 
further study of this XY-female's 
chromosomes showed a second dele­
tion involving just that part of lAl 
detected in XX-males which was de­
leted along with a considerable por­
tion of the adjacent pseudo-autosomal 
pairing and exchange region. 

These 140 kilobases in lAl were 
subsequently refined down to a 60 
kilobase subsegment of lAl using 
newer DNA markers on the above 
three men. By 1990, the region con­
taining TDF was narrowed further to 
the distal 35 kilobases of lAl, then to 
a 2.1 kilobase sequence (pY53.3) 
containing two nested open reading 
frames, the inner one being a single 
copy gene less than 250 bases long 
called the SRY gene or sex-determin­
ing region of Y. There is no other 
open reading frame in the 35-kilobase 
testes determining region of the hu­
man Y -chromosome than this con­
served motif; however, small exons 
apposed to repetitive sequences may 
bave been undetected by researchers. 

The 80 amino-acid protein that this 
SRY gene encodes is highly conserved 
in evolution (90% identity), being 
found in mating yeast S. pombe (Mc 
protein) through mammals to man. 
This conservation in the face of diver­
gent evolution from yeast to man 
underscores the 237 base pairs as an 
important functional domain. The 
protein is homologous with nonhistone 
nuclear proteins called High Mobility 
Group proteins which function as 
DNA-binding transcription factors 
(HMGl and HMG2) associated with 
transcriptionally active chromatin. 
Furthermore, the protein is homolo­
gous with the human Upstream Bind­
ing Factor (hUBF), a type-one RNA 
polymerase, responsible for transcrip­
tion of sequence-specific DNA re­
gions. 

Cloning the DNA sequence Sry in 
mice corresponding to the SRY gene 
in humans reveals 80% homology with 

the human sequence over 237 bases 
and when expressed as a protein cor­
responds to the 80 amino acids from 
fission yeast. Even more fascinating is 
the close homology to four genes on 
autosomal chromosomes (p4.2.2 for 
example on chromosome 4) which 
express the same 80 amino acid motif; 
these autosomal genes are expressed 
at 8.5 days post conception in the 
mouse. This motif constitutes a gene 
family scattered across the murine ge­
nome doing many different jobs relat­
ed to sex differentiation. 

Toe Sry in mice and SRY in hu­
mans is expressed in the adult testis 
but nowhere in ovary, lung, or kidney. 
It is expressed for the first time at 
11.5 days post conception in the 
mouse along the urogenital ridge, 
location of the primitive gonads, at a 
time and place of testis determination. 
Toe gonad is composed of four cell 
lines: supporting cells, steroid produc­
ing cells, connective tissue cells and 
germ cells. The ovarian pathway can 
be thought of as the default pathway -
- Nature makes females. 

The consequence of TDF (Tdy in 
mice) gene expression switches the 
fate of the supporting cell precursors 
in the indifferent gonad of the uro­
genital ridge from that of follicle cells 
to Sertoli cells thereby changing the 
sexual fate of the off.spring from fe­
male to male. Tdy must act in con­
cert with other regulatory molecules 
responsible for the formation of the 
urogenital ridge and then for gonad 
development itself. 

Under the influence of Sry, sup­
porting cells differentiate into Sertoli 
cells, steroid producing cells into Ley­
dig cells, germ cells into mitotic arrest, 
and supporting cells into the connec­
tive tissue --and blood vessels which 
eventually form the mature testis. 
Toe characteristics of male develop­
ment appear in mice at 12.5 days post 
conception as the Sertoli cells prot1fer­
ate and form the testicular cords. In 
the female (default) pathway, in the 
absence of TDF, germ cells enter into 
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meiosis, follicle cells differentiate and 
aggregate around oogonia and steroid 
producing cells give rise to theca· cells. 
Connective tissue cells do not need to 
organize to form the early ovary. 
Germ cells are not required for testis 
development but are for developmept 
of ovaries, suggesting dependence on 
genetic expression from the germ cells 
in the phenotypic female. Thus, sex 
differentiation and sexual dimorphism 
among mammals is tantamount to 
testis determination. 

At present, SRY (Sry) is the most 
promising candidate for the TDF 
(Tdy) gene yet discovered. Further 
proof will require insertion of an Sry 
gene spliced into the genome of an 
XX mouse and observing whether the 
mouse changes sex into a male. If it 
does, it will be proof that the Sry is 
the Tdy gene. If, however, the mouse 
docs not change sex, it would not 
disprove the hypothesis but rather , 
indicate that there are other genes in­
volved on the Y -chromosome or that 
the trnnsgcne was implanted too late 
for tbc critical period of testes differ­
entiation. Similarly, a copy of a Tdy . 
mutant gene knocking out the Sry by 
genetic recombination in an XY 
mouse thereby producing a phenotyp-
ic female would be hard to dispute. · 

The implications of this research 
arc immense. Once the illF gene is 
cloned, it can be used as a probe to 
decipher the entire functional and 
structural biochemistry of sexual di­
morphism in all mammals including 
humans. The TDF gene, by encoding 
for a DNA-binding protein, may be at 
the start of a regulatory cascade of 
gene expression existing across the 
genome involving autosomal as well as 
sex chromosomes. Since an ensemble 
of genes appears to be involved, mu­
tation, deletion or transposition of one 
of these individual genes may lead to 
a defective protein or enzyme that 
would lead to incomplete expression 
of normal sexual development. As in 
tbe ·case of sex-reversals, we would 
understand intersexed syndromes as 
incomplete expression of certain steps 



in the cascade. In fact, the incom­
plete sexual development of the brain 
of transsexuals may be found to be 
the absence or presence of certain 
genes in the cascade responsible for 
triggering the formation of neural pat­
terns corresponding to gender identity 
and behavior appropriate to the oppo­
site reproductive tract. 

Once the IDF is positively identi­
fied, monoclonal antibodies can be 
formed and tagged with fluorescent 
dyes that indicate the presence of the 
genes crucial in the formation of gen­
der identity and thereby a blood test 
could be created for transsexuals, 
ending once and for all the problem 
of independent verification for gender 
dyspboria. Using recombination of 
mutant genes or splicing of genes in 
the cascade, it will be possible to 
knock out maleness to create females 
or cause testes to form from ovaries 
creating males from females; in other 
words, the sex of your child would be 
made to order. 

Sarah Seton, M.D., is a resident psy­
chiatrist at a major California medical 
center and works with transsexuals in 
her practice. Her interests in addition 
to gender include pediatric psychiatry. 
Besides her medical training, she holds 
degrees in philosophy, computer sci­
ence and electrical engineering. 

SOURCE: J2CP Information Services 

Subscribe to 
CROSS-TALK 

The Transgendered 
Community's 

Newsletter 

for a sample issue 
write to: 

P.O. Box 944 Woodland Hilis, -CA 

ON:SALENOW 

CONNECTION 
AN EXCITING NEW MAGAZINE 

FOR TVs, TS~ & THOSE WHO. WOULD LIKE TO 
MEETTHEM 

. For sample _iHue ~ aubscription info please write to: 
DM INTERNATIONAL 

P.O. Box 99770 SEATTLE, WA 98199 USA 

. ; • 

·:~ ... . 

9136.: 

( 

r----------------------------------------· 
/Soap Operff 
~. 1".lagazi,u 

Please send me SOAP OPERA MAGAZINE for 14 weeks at LESS THAN 72~ PER ISSUE INCLUD­
ING POSTAGE. (14 lssues for $12.75 in Canedo and S15.50 outside U.S. and Canada) 

D My check or money order for $1 0. is enclosed. D Please bill me. 

NAME~------------------------------
Mr. - (PLEASE l'ltlNT) 

ADDRESS ______________________ _ 

Cl1Y------------- STATE ___ ZJP ______ _ 

L-----------------------------•--------•-•r = -='5iT:3?$jF5:E'T"STT5!L°t"-r?..V.f??f??1?r£":?Y~~ ::ra. ... ~~-

GUARANTEE: You must be 1009'0 satisfied or YOUR 1IOl\'EY BACK on all unmailed issues. Please allow 4 to 6 wee. 
shipment of first issue. 52 issues are $35.88 a year in U.S.; $45.88 a year in Canada; S55.88 a year outside U.S. and c a~ 



AN OPEN LE'l*l'ER TO THE 
PARENTS OF TRANSSEXUAL 

CHILDREN 

Sheila Mengert, Esq. 

You may be wondering why I am writing 
a letter to you even though I am a stranger. 
Probably the last thing that you want is to 
discuss the confusion, embarrassment and 
fear with someone you don't know. I under­
stand. You wouldn't be reading this if 
someone you loved very much hadn' t told 
you something you didn't want to hear, that 
your child is, was, and has been 
cross-gendered identified, that what you 
thought was true was not and never had 
been, that a silent agony was being played 
out for years and you just didn't know, may­
be you didn't want to know, and now you 
do, and I'm presuming to talk to you about 
it. 

I am banking on two things in presuming 
to talk to you: First, I am banking on a 
common human need for information when 
something new and confusing bas entered 
their lives. Secondly, I am banking on your 
courage and on your love for your child 
which should be present now if it is present 
at all. If you are still reading then I know 
that you arc who I took you for, people who 
love and who are ready to listen and to 
understand an experience that though rare is 
bone-deep real for those who experience it. 

In order to grow through what you now 
know you must be willing to listen and learn. 
I'm sorry but there just is no other way. I 
am certain that tbe people before Columbus 
found it dismaying to learn that the world 
was not flat. I am equally certain that most 
of our society would like to believe that 
sexual minorities do not exist. Toe fact is 
that the earth is round and that transsexual 
people do exist. Your child is transsexual, 
and many things besides, but transsexual and 
because transsexual in greater pain and 
confusion that you would ever wish your 
child to 
be in. 

I am not going to give you all the facts 
about gender dysphoria, which is the scientif­
ic name for transsexualism here. After all, 
this is a letter and not a treatise. As a letter, 
it is meant to be friendly and reassuring, but 
I have to be challenging at the same time. 
Why? Because what lies ahead for you will 
require the same courage, effort, commit­
ment, and love that is required when anyone 
is forced by circumstances to face facts that 
one would prefer to deny or to ignore. My 
task is easier because denial and ignorance 
have a price that is far higher than the 
choice I hope you will make. Denial of facts 
does not make them go away and willful 
ignorance in the face of facts--when knowl­
edge and healing are available-is debilitat­
ing, futile, and when it touches the life of a 
loved one, culpable. I assure you that denial 
has already been practiced by your transsex­
ual child for years. Your child did not ask 
or wish to be transsexual. Its costs have 
been born for years in the silent hope that 
the feelings would go away, but they haven't 
and the best research indicates that they 
never will. 

By the time a transsexual child confides, 
takes the terrible risk of rejection that disclo­
sure entails, the situation which is to say the 
pain bas become undeniable. Your child is 
reaching out to you now not to hurt you but 
to show you the love and trust that is the 
only true sign of a good parent-child rela­
tionship, to tell the truth, the core fact of a 
life. If you haven't seen it that way then just 
pause and think a minute, would you really 
want your child to lie to you, would you 
enjoy living with a shadow of a person never 
really knowing who that person was? Don't 
be confused here with the question, "Would 
you rather that you never bad to be told 
that your child was transsexual?" Toe an­
swer to that one is obvious, of course, you 
would rather that the necessity to face 
transsexualism was not present. . Toe trans­
sexual condition is not easy to face, it is one 
of nature's true anomalies. It may never be 
completely understood. 

No, tbe question here is far more simple, 
"Would you want to live in a relationship 
with someone you loved and force that per­
son to know in every daily act that you as a 
parent didn't really know him or her? Can 
real love exist where knowledge is absent?" 
You may answer that this aspect of your 
child's life is private like what they do in bed. 
Toe answer to this is that transsexualism is 
not a minor aspect of life in that it involves 
bow a person views herself or himself in 
body, social interactions, clothing, voice, 
gestures, friendship, and in intimacy, in fact 
in every aspect of life. A lie of this dimen­
sion would be a great lie indeed. In any 
case, the truth bas been spoken-your child 
has admitted you to the care of her life. If 
you are still with me your next question, 
"What do I do now that I know my child is 
transsexual?" will be met with a few sugges­
tion.5. 

One brief personal note. I have asked 
myself for years bow to make my life mean­
ingful in the face of being transsexual. I 
realize that I am years behind in th~ normal 
maturation process, that whole continents of 
human experience have been denied to me 
because I am transsexual. I have tried to 
mourn the lighthearted joys of explorations 
that might have been mine in high school 
and college, the simple joy that would have 
come bad the constant pain of exile in a 
body and social role that did not fit been 
eased for a moment. 

I have so often wished that I might have 
been able to experience when it was possible 
what I am now trying to cram into the years 
that are quickly disappearing before my eyes, 
a girlhood and adolescence, known only in 
moments of fantasy and the vicarious exper­
ience of books. I have bad to surrender 
much of my life to the brutality and in­
comprehension of societal ignorance sur­
rounding the phenomenon of transsexualism. 
That ignorance and prejudice costs lives is 
no new discovery, it is the bane of every age 
whether it shows up in war or in civil vio­
lence or in silent hatred and misunder­
standing. In this case though it was my own 
life that has been bled away year by year in 
my efforts to correspond to what body may 
have indicated but my soul knew to be a::i 
alien fabric out of which I could never hope 
to weave a complete or a happy life . Toe 
only comfort I have for those lost days and 
years during wbich I was a stranger to myself 
frantically seeking to garb my soul in the 



personalities and expectations of others, is · 
that I might be the last generation to know 
such point- less suffering. That is why I am 
writing today, to spare others lost years, lost 
hopes, lost lives. 

No other birth defect or developmental 
disability is treated with the snide and brutal 
complacency of transsexualism. People 
would be ashamed at the thoughtles.5 cruelty 
seen so often in talk shows when brave 
people have attempted to tell of their pain 
and to grope towards a solution both for 
themselves and for others. We are in many 
ways a barbaric society in spite of all our 
tech nology. It is time that such treatment 
cease and that compas.sion that is so rare in 
society find a home in the families of the 
oppressed. 

I cannot tell you now to try and under~ 
stand what is in its very nature an incompre­
hensible condition, nor can I tell you what 
specific measures to take to ease your child 
through the transition to her true life. Your 
own· love, courage, and imagination must be 
your guides along this path. I can tell you 
this, that no act of love will be a cause of 
regret, that no one profits when lives burn 
on in futility and frustration simply to sustain 
society's bland comfort in illusion. You may 
be the means of deliverance to more than 
your transsexual child. In realizing the truth 
of her life, you may gain the courage to 
embrace your own with all of its sorrow, 
disappointment, and fleeing dreams. The 
path of love and acceptance is not trod 
alone, transsexual people, so familiar with 
pain, may love and aid you in return as you 
pursue your own journey. Their happiness is 
your laurel wreath, their completeness your 
crown. Having given them birth will you 
now give them life? Will you aid in their 
restoration to the human community? Will 
you welcome them home? 

SOURCE: J2CP Information Services 
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Transsexual runs 
... rac·e.: as .woman · ...... ·1 
-~ :.~-~: PITTSBURGH~A male-io:f~alc{traiis- -1 

f~t~=~~w.~:~,:\~n:·.1 
,.;;; :t,y thelbree·Ri • • ·Athl • ':Con - ' • Dec-~ J 
it 22."lli .. ~?S'"'.--~tF~:'?f:tsco.·Y~t,.·ne1~. • ·-6rted~:_11~ 
IiPes?.!f~1~~--fr?~'.0$«f;~~~.A.Pri.i .: 
7--<;ap'Yill; wtltbe ·allo_wed .t_o.~ompete as :.a·:0 

~::.'woman= unless the'·natiorial '.or futerriailonat ·-·\ 
t : governing bodies of the athletic organization · 1 
:·:~rulc;,oth~.-. c· • .. . ~ • . ·:.;_ >• .' ", •,,.. I 

_·.,. .;:' .. Cap"!'ill, :_ :WhO ·underwent . trans gender 
?!'.~e1:Yjl~.Y.~: ag~,Jinished)iftll last.fall 
_.j.:_.~_tllf:?!'Qmen_~~ _m~tezs divis~<n.1:P(Pl~ Great_ 
: ;;;_ Race .. nf Pittsburgh~· Other women who ran in . 

.-·_-_.the~~~ce subsequently filed _complaints 
• against Capwill' s • entry as a woman, saying 
. • her physiological make-up gave her an unfair . 1 

.:· adv,antag< -::: :- /:_-_-- .· .. , .'.-·-. ·: . -- :._.: •. i 
·-•. ' -~ • ·- .:· ,.. . • -Dawn Schmitz ' 

. .. ...... ,.~. ---- ·<l..,· •• ,-~.;._ : ~ L,t·: .. ~, . . ...,..._ _"""'- . . -_:. ,l 

Transsexual fuss 
DearGCN: . 
• T,he fuss ab?Ut "transsexual .women" 

exists-because our society has no role for · 
~uc~trated, feminized men. Many :. 

• other societies have had such a role, for 
instance China and Persia. (Other societies, 

_such as those of the American Southwest 
had a social role' for men who were feminin~ 

• • • but .not castrated.) I can understand how 
·• American eunuchs would think of them­

,: - seJves ~ · women; one has to think of oneself 
. • , •• . in the terms available~ Being a person_ with 

no identity is impossible. 
• • Nevertheless.~ surgery doesn't make a 

_ eunuch a woman, anymore than melanin ' 
• implants and a wish for African ·ancestors 
. would make_ me Black. Transgendered peo­
ple are part of the queer community, and 
ought to be able to make friends on the same 
basis as anyone else, as individuals, valued 

. for their individuality. However, women as a 
group have no obligation to take care of 
eunuchs as ·a group. The organizers of the 
Michigan Womyn's Music Festival under- , 
stand this. I'm gl~ they.do._ :. ·_: · • . .. ...:. . J 

,. .- . • . : Sincerely. 

_ , "", ' "_; .: .. ~~:.t: · ',M!i~k. ~ \ 
Filipino man 
very pregnant __ 

CAGA YAN DE ORO, Philip­
pines - A 32-year-old govern­
ment employee has got doctors 
in a ~pin -- he's six months preg­
nanr. . ~ 

! Panel rules 
transsexual 
ex-jailer p.as 
handicap _ 

T ALLAHAS.5EE, Fla. (AP) ' 
The Florida Commission on Hu 
man Rights has ruled that a malE 
jail guard fired for dressing likE 
a woman was discriminatec 
against because of a disability­
transsexualism. 

The board ruled 8-1 Thursda~ 
that Belinda Smith, formerly Lt 
William Smith, was the victim o: 
handicap discrimination anc 
shouldn't have been !ired by the 
Jacksonville sherifrs office i~ 
1985. 

"Transsexualism is a recog­
nized disorder and~ in my opin­
ion . . . we have to find it's a 
handicap,;, said commissioner 
Judith Kavanauga . . • 

• Smith's lawyer, Sam Jacobson. 
.said the ruling will amplify Flor­
ida's Human Rights Act of 19n 
which prohibits discrimination 
based on sex, race, religion or 
handicap but has never ad­
dressed tra~xualism. Trans­
sexuals also have been grantee 
protections in Washington state . 

The 43-year-old Smith was a 14-
year department veteran. He 
was fired after being seen off the 
job in women's clothing and out­
lining plans to undergo a sex -
change operation, with the pre­
requisite of dressing as a womar.. 
for two years before surgery. 

Since then, Smith has had the 
operation. "This is excellent. 
This is as strong a ruling as WE 

could have gotten in our favor, " 
Smith said. 

Jacobson ~id the case wiE 
make the world a "more com­
fortable place for p~p!e witt. 
this trait." 

The male nurse has been ex• 
amined by several doctors who 
have confirmed the pregnancy. 
The man, who has been given 
the nickname "Carlo," is a her­
maphrodite with both male and 
female sexual organs. 

Carlo, of Malaybalay in Bukid­
non province, S00 miles south of -
Manila, wants to take maternity 
leave, but he can't under local 
government rules because he's a 
man. He also wants to marry his 
lover, but the church will not al­
low him to marry a man. 

■ A disgruntled Israeli transsex­
ual shot and wounded a plastic 
surgeon she accused of botching 
her sex change operation in 
1985, police said Wednesday. The 
attacker alleged the operation to 
make her a woman d,epri yed her 
of sexual feeling. ,' 

I ,.M·.~ . ... 

; 
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THE STAFF OF T.I.P.~ 
EXPRESS TO T.V. CON-

Fo.r Immediate Release: 

~~C~~~: ~~:~:~~~ro~APPY FJRST BIRTHDAY 
:.,~ ... ~:t~!~:~8

- for TV CONNECTION MAGAZINE 
Success. • ~tt 

'\\ :," \~\·. ~...... . \ '·\ ~:,,;~. 
TV CONNECTION is an educational, support and contact magazine for TV's and TS's ? 

and those who would like to meet them. One year ago publisher Deena Moore aspired : 
to blend the wide spectrum of interests of the U.S. and Canadian transgender 
community into one publication. • • " -~J 

"I wanted to publish a magazine that would be educational and offer support and yet at 
the same time could be a non-judgmental meeting place for people who want to meet 
others with similar interests, be it for support and friendship or for something more 
intimate," said Deena. 

What was borne out of Deena's vision was TV CONNECTION~ a bimonthly magazine 
that includes _a TVC Beauty Tips column, Deena's Bits and Pieces (a variety of tidbits 
from humour to political issues), advice from professionals in the transgender 
community, important national news items, humourous articles, cartoons, hot, erotic 
fantasies, poetry, and features that help educate the readers about personal and 
health issues. 

In the course of its first year TV CONNECTION was able to increase from 48 to 56 
pages. "Overwhelming magazine sales in retail outlets, an expanding base of 
subscription sales, and strong advertiser support plus increased customer loyalty are 
a few of the primary reasons for our very successful first year. We have increased our 
retail outlets by over ten times the original number and we now span throughout most 
of North America," explained Deena. 

The most important aspect of TVC's growth is that it now reaches more people who 
can benefit from reading the magazine. One example is Glenda who writes, "Your 
articles are informative and have assisted me in my personal growth within the CD/TV 
community. I have become much more at ease with myself knowing that there is 
nothing wrong with my innermost thoughts and desires." The staff at TV 
CONNECTION is very proud that the magazine is helping others to grow and to begin 
to feel that it is OK to express their inner self. 

TV CONNECTION is also a good place to meet others and offers free personal ads (the 
first five lines). Anyone interested is encouraged to take advantage of this offer and 
to include photos with each ad. Security and discretion are practiced diligently. 

Two exciting things can happen when you submit photos to the magazine : you can 
appear on one of the covers or become a TV CONNECTION "Girl of the Month." The 
"Girl of the Month" is chosen from the photos within the personal ad section. Annually 
the readers of TV CONNECTION select which of the six girls will be crowned "Miss 
TVC" for the year. 

For those out there with an artistic eye and/or a golden pen you are encouraged to 
submit photos, articles, personal experiences, poems, cartoons, graphics, and any · 
interesting bits and pieces you deem appropriate for the magazine. The editorial 
input comes from people within the community and it is the hope of the editorial staff 
that TV CONNECTION will truly reflect on all those involved in the TV /TS community. 

For more information please contact : 
OM INTERNATIONAL P.O. BOX 99770 SEATTLE. WA 98199 FAX# 206-282-7339 
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.Ms. AMERICA PAGEANT MUST 
ALLOW TRANSVESTITES TO 

ENTER AND COMPETE! 

April 1, 1992, New York 
API: In a surprise move to­
day, the United States 
Twelfth Circuit Court of 
Appeals (New York) over­
turned a lower court deci-

"'sion from the US District 
Court for the Central Dis­
trict of New York, and 
ruled that the Miss Amer­
ica Pageant could no lon­
ger discriminate against 
transexuals (or transves­
tites for that matter) who 
could otherwise meet all 
other criteria for inclusion 
in their contests. 

The ruling came down to­
day, April 1, 1992., follo­
wing oral argument seve­
ral weeks ago in the case 
~f IFGE, et.al.-Y-Miss 
America Beautv and Ta­
lent Pageants. Inc .. 92 CIV 
18694, a nation wide class 
action instigated by 
numerous groups repre­
senting transgendered pe­
sons. The case is expected 
to have far reaching im pli-
cations. 

status as a transexual was 
none of t~e Pageant's busi­
ness and their intrusion 
into her gender con version 
invaded her civil rights 
and legal status a~ - a wo ­
man. The l~ng flaxen hair­
ed, high cheek-boned Pe­
ersoff , who had been suc ­
cessfully working as a mo­
del and flash- dancer while 
studying for her Masters 
degree in nuclear physics 
(her career goal is to be a 
rocket scientist) felt some 
of the "GG's" as she calls 
them, were also, in a word 
"jealous" of her fine fea­
tures, and stunning mea­
surements (38-24- 36). 

Word of Petersofrs plight 
rapidly spread around 
what is termed by ''insi­
ders" as the "gender com -
m unity" through a net­
work of local newsletters 
published by various TV & 
TS support groups. Within 
months, other transgen­
dered contestants who had 
been rebuffed, contacted 
Petersof f. Before long the 

The suit started several law suit had expanded,. in-
years ago when an upstate to a nationwide class 
New York contestant, Mai action. 

presented the plaintiffs. 
All three are, themselves, 
transvestites and they 
argued the case "in drag" 
before a rapt Twelfth Cir ­
cuit Panel of three judges. 

Following the argument, 
one of the judges, Adam 
Fule , when pressed for his 
impressions on the oral 
arguments, commented 
that he found the attor­
neys to be quite persuasive 
but thought that perhaps 
Stone and Owens could 

. . . 
g1 ve some senous consi -
deration to dropping a few 
excess pounds. The judge 
did comment favorably on 
their make up, wardrobe 
and demeanor however. 
"They were perfect ladies , 
and good advocates .. .! 
think this impressed us 
... that these folks are 
people like everyone else 
and there was no rational 
basis to discriminate 
against them ... or treat 
them as anything other 
than like the fine ladies 
they were .... how could we 
not extend this rationale 

• to the matter before us. " 

Petersoff, was barred from Attorney Phyllis Randolph 
participation in the Miss Attorneys Naomi Owen of Frye, a transexual, of 
·New York Pageant, be- Chicago, Jennifer Merrill Texas, also assisted the 
cause she was a transexual. of Los Angeles, and Victo- plaintiffs and wrote the 
Petersoff, felt that her ria Stone of New York re- main part of the brief that 

CREDITS AND APPRECIATION EXPRESSED TO I.F.G.E.'J rtnd LIFELINES 
and THE PRESS. 



COURT RULES Ms AMERICA PAGEANT 
MUST PERMIT MALES TO ENTER 

arc free to marry and to 
adopt children. They re­
join the workforce as wo­
men. Their birth certifi-.... ENDS DISCRIMINATION AGAINST 

TRANSVESTITES AND TRANSEXUALS ~~~~\ 
- -- -- ---- --- - · - - - --- : · - - -· - - ------ ---- -- •---- . __ _) credit 

social security re-
dri vers' licenses, 
cards, voting re -

all show them as f e -
earlier had been submitted 
to the Court. Judge Fule 
com m e n t e d " ... A t tor n e y 
Frye herself makes a 
compelling case to permit 
plaintiff's to proceed , she 
is considered a pillar of 
the profession, and her 
status as a transexual has 
not affected or hindered 
her ability as an effective 
advocate in any way." 

Representing the Miss 
America Pageant, Attor­
ney Don B. Leavit of New 
York's Dewey, Cheatem 
and Howe lamented the 
decision, stating tha

1
t it 

opened up a pandora's bo~ 
He commented that "With 
the number of tremendous 

• tcchnologi cal advances in 
transgendcr medical tech­
nology, with the beauty 
secrets that arc available 
at the corner drugstore, 
and electrolysis and hair 
extensions and hormone 
pills available like M & 
M's, in a society where 
you can't meet a lady in a 
nightclub and know for 
sure that she's a shc .... it's 
unlikely that there will 
ever again be a real f cm ale 
Miss America! 

'Pageant C.E.O., J.M. Lying, 
obviously disappointed 
with the ruling, announ­
ced to reporters: "I suppose 
now we'll have to call it 
the Near- Miss America 
Pageant! 

The court extended its rul­
ing to affect each of" the 
fifty state pageants which 
arc run under the auspices 
of the Miss America Pa­
geant, and serve as pre ­
cursors to entry into the 
National - Pageant. The 
court helc.l : " ... this decision 
would have a hollow ring 
,vere we to rule that the 
exclusion of transgendcred 
persons at the level of the 
national pageant consti­
tutes illegal discrimination 
.... and, yet, we were to 
condone such discrimina­
tion at the local level, in 
def crence to the states' 
constitutions. Such a rul­
ing would be self def eat­
ing, for if transgendered 
persons could not enter the 
local contests, there would 
be no transgcndered per­
sons available to partici­
pate in the national pa­
geant. Therefore, federal 
law preempts state law. We 
find that discrimination 
against transgendered per­
sons in pageants of this 
type constitutes illegal dis­
c rim in at ion wherever 
practiced and is violative 
of federal law." 

Focusing on transexuals, 
the court held " ... the law in 
all fifty states considers 
them to be women for all 
intents and purposes, phy-
sically, psychologically, 
legally and for all other 
intents and purposes. They 

-_13-

cords 
male. Their outer appea­
rance is clearly identifi- ' 
able as female, • and no­
thing but that. And the 
evidence adduced at trial 
shows their inner psycho­
logy to be inexorably fem­
inine . Since they are, with­
in the eyes of the law, "fe­
males" in every sense of 
the word, it would be pre­
sum ptious and disingen­
uous to allow the Pageant 
to privately discriminate 
ag;ii nst them ..... as to the 
transvestites, the dividing 
line between them and the 
transexuals is a small little 
thing at best. To discri­
minate against a beautiful 
and talented and intelli ­
gent young lady, who in­
deed has all of the attri­
butes necessary to success-
f u 11 y compete against 
other contestant in every 
category, including swim -
suit, poise, charm, etc.,is 
simply discrimination 
without a reasonable basis 
in fact and can not with­
stand scrut iny under fed­
eral ci vii rights laws. The 
evidence adduced at trial 
conclusively and uncontro­
vertedly demonstrates that 
some of the most beautiful 
ladies in the United States 
did not have the good for­
tune to be born "female." 
Yet, despite some hidden 
and private indicia of resi­
dual maleness, they arc no 
less feminine and ladylike 
than any other girl m 
these pageants." 



COURT ALLOWS 
TRANSVES'ITl'ES 

TO C01\1PETE 
IN MlsS Ai'1ERICA 
PAGEAl'ITS 

The briefs filed by plain­
ti ff s' attorneys cited 
exten-sively to the 
emerging body of "gender" 
litera-ture , and 1n 
extending the right of 
privacy under the federal 
civil rights laws to 
transvestites as well as 
transexuals , the majority 
opinion, following plain­
tiff's reasoning, at one 
point applied the oft 
repeated maxim from 
transvestite pioneer, Dr. 
Virginia Prince: "If it 
looks like a duck, quacks 
like a duck, acts like a 
duck and waddles like a 
duck .. .it's probably a 
duck ... by analogy this 
court finds that if it looks 
like a gir.l, smells like a 
girl, waiks like a girl, 
sounds like a girl, shops 
like a girl...it's a girl. The 
court agrees with plaintiff 
that gender is within the 
person's mind ... provided 
society also accepts that 
persons view of his or her 
gender. Thus we do not 
hold that a burley, hairy, 
muscular truck driver in 
six inch heels, Lee Press­
on's, and a leather mini 
skirt necessarily may not 
be excluded, for clearly 
such an individual would 
not otherwise meet the 

contest criteria. However 
the test m nst be applied in 
good faith, and the Pa­
geant administrators are 
compelled to act in good 
faith. It would be inap­
propriate to check inside a 
contestant's panties to 
determine what type of 
hard ware resides therein 
and then to exclude the 
contestant from participa­
tion soley on the basis of 
the equipment provided by 
nature, or the equipment 
altered by the contestant 's 
O'Nn choice , medically 
approved and .decided 
upon under color' of law. 
The constitutional right of 
privacy extends to what is 
between a person's legs. 
Commen sense dictates 
that these are called the 
"private parts" for a rea­
son ~ they are "private.'' The 
court holds that one's bio­
logical sex may in some 
cases, be distinct,{i.e. in 
the class of transgenderists 
typified by plaintiffs}, 
from one's gender, which 
is a state of mind, and a 
matter of free choice guar­
anteed by the Constitution. 
How· an individual uses a 
toilet stall in the privacy 
of that stall is no ones 
business but their own ." 

The court further found 
that the A.D.A. (Americans 
With Disabilities Act) pre -
eluded. physical examina­
tion of contestants, as a 
manner of invidious dis­
crimination. "Since con­
testants can ·not be exclu­
ded on the basis of any 
physical disability, under 
the ADA, assuming they 
meet all other criteria of 
the contest...there 1s no 
rational purpose for a 

physical examination 
obviously the only purpose 
of such an exam would be 
to exclude transgendered .::. 
individuals from partici­
pation. Since the objective 
is illegal and discrimin­
atory ... so is the physical 
examination." The Court 
did permit the pageant to 
ascertain height, weight, 
eye color and measure­
ments, as these were found 
to be rational criteria, 
going to the merits of the 
applicant ' s fitness to 
participate. 

The court refused, how­
ever, to grant com pensa­
tory or punitive damages 
or attorneys fees to the 
prevailing plaintiffs on 
the grounds that this was a 
case of first impression, 
and there was no prece­
dent for the defendant or 
plaintiff to rely on. "We do 
not find defendant's con -
duct to be purposeful, 
malicious, or calculated to 
damage plaintiffs. Defen­
dant's confusion here is 
not unreasonable. Accord­
ingly there will be no 
monetary damages or 
counsel fees payable, 
however defendant is per­
manently enjoined from 
discriminating against 
transgendered persons m 
its Pageants.'' 

Notwithstanding the lack 
of a monetary award the 
plaintiff's considered the 
decision a major victory. 
Attorney Stone was quoted 
as saying: "Hell, if we'd a' 
won the money we just 
have gone out and spen-t 
the whole kit'n kaboodl.e 
on new dresses, wigs and 
shoes anyway ... " 



Lacie of state policy for transsexual 
in_m~tes_ ~rig~r_s jederal_ mq,gistrate • 
- . A federal magistrate in Cal~for- \ treatin-; tr:.rnssex~nl -inm~tcs. - her hormo;1c trcntmcnts, Belcher 
ma~asrefuscd.toorderstatepnson r "If you want to .• drive someone charged, because transsexuals 
officials to provide foma!c hormones crazy, tell them that they don't "don't fit in their rnncho society." 
~o a pre-op transsexual i~mate. But qualify for treatment under a policy Belcher had filed a complnint 
ma move that ma~ prov1de h?pe to 

I 
you don't have," l\foulds told prison ngninst Lhe officials, claiming thnt 

transsexuals behind bars m all officials i J 1 "Th t • the lack of female hormones was 
C l·r . . h d d h i n u y . a ls 

a 11orma prrsons, e o.r ere t e \ Kafkaesque·, to put it n,ilcl_l_y.~' causing her extreme anxiety and 
Department of Corrections to <le- 1 H d d ~ ta.t t' • d : bouts of der;ression - e or ere s e correc 10ns e- 1- • 

velop formal policies for treating • partmen t authorities to develop Physicinns in the prison medical 
transsexual prisoners. medical an<l psychological policies to facility said Lhey were reluctant to 

U.S. Magistrate John Moulds said deal with transsexual inmates so prescribe hormones because ofthcir 
that providing hormones to Gear- cases like I3elcher's can be handled concern over 1ong-term health prob­
gette Rebecca Belcher, 49, · was a as a matter of course within the lems, possibly inc1uding cance:r. 
medical decision that he could not state's prison medical focilities. • Moulds did order a complete 
make . But he sharply criticized the Belcher, who is serving a life sen - medical nncl psychiatric -evahwtion 
state for hnving no formal policy for tence for kidnapping with special for Belcher. 

NEWSPAPER ITEM CREDITS 
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circumstances, had been undergo -
ing hormone treatments before she. I a ID, transsexual. 
was sentenced in 1989. She also had 
received breast implants. Officinls 
at the Vacaville prison, northeast of 
San Francisco, refused to continue 

~ANCE _- A French government 
spokesperson on March 31 said it would 
begin allowiog trans.se:x. uals to be legal.I y 
identified as belonging to the opposite 
sex. The announcement followed a ruling 

1 
by the Eurcpean Court of Human -~ights 1 

that the rcf usal by French authonucs to 1 

recognize a transsexual's sex change vio­
lated that person, s right to privacy under 
the Euro~ Convention on Human 

I arr1 not a 
tr ans sexual: 

Rights. 
The court, which hears ap~als from 

ciliz.cns of European countries which 
h:wc signed the Convention, a bill of 
rights, ruled March 25 that -the French 
government hnd violated Article 8 o_f the 
Convent.ion, which guarantees the nghts 1 

to privacy, and Article 3, which guaran­
tees freedom from inhuman and degrad­
ing treatment, in refusing to officially 
recognize the 1972 sex change of a 
transsexual, identified in court papers as 
"Norbert B." It also ordered the French 
government to pay the plain t.i ff 100 ,(XX) 
francs (about $17,800) in damages. 
Nevertheless, the ruling st.ate<l t.hat "not 
all uncertainty about the basic nature of 
transsexuality ~ has disappcare<l." (Cai 
Pied hebdo:•Francc) 

/ 

0 _,;.,,..-

~ ,, , "' 
lly-hOnO~i the accomplishments of Black AmeriGlnS, Black History Month provides role models for ~hilien around the.. j'., '. • - , : ; 
world. American Aidines salutes the people who have led the way in Black I\ ~e,-;can I\ :t'Jl'n;nes<!) \-• • • 
history So that others may follow and be leaders themselves, tomorrow 1-U I I I i IHll~ Is • 

. _ 1
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