
NEW T.S WORLD WHEN a West London magistrate 
commented last week "I think you've 

sh_O~n Q'r~~t pQ~~igtQnM ~t\d Mura 

By ROGER INSALL 

~~~ ~g:v; ~e~n ~ongratulating a ~pt.1.io~icw:_ 
dang·erous ~ .JU.s bl rou~ht ~ particularly 

r1mma to Justice 
But, in fact he · 

convicted man in' wh t whas con~ratulating a 
of th d a e described as " e sa dest cases imaginable." one 

, The accus~d was a former TV actor and Army 
boxing champion called Kent who had decided, in 
one of those mysterious i------------- -1 
aberrations to which a 
surprising number of 
men a r e susceptible, 
that he would be better 
off a,, a woman than as 
a man. 

I should correct that : 
they are not hu'Aed into 
women, hich would be a 

medical impossiblltty, but 
into imitation women. At 
the Charing Cross Hospital 

TV TOUGH guy Mike Kent, a former cop in The Sweeney and 
muscleman extra in films with superstars John Wayne, Robert 
Mitchum and Sean Connery, has begun a new life - as a woman ! 

so, c.n St Valentine's Day in London, the ceuntry's 
last year, he underwent the principal sex chanll(e Cl'nti:e. 
operation and changed bis 400 men and 250 women 
name to Michelle. He did have been through the mill 
it at his own expense, sinre 1954. 
having obtained a divorce The operation Js only 
from bis wife ' nnct having earried out on the National 
sold his home and business I Health if it is re<zarded as 

'!'he bMfY si:x:-f ooter, 
on.ce an Army boxing 
Ghltmplon, now calls 
himself Michelle follow
ing a sex-change opera
tion earlier this year. 
~ i k e is now otncially 

registered with Equity, the 
actors' union, as a female, 
has a 45-inch bust an d 
keeps trim as a goal-shoot
er for a womeli's netball 
team. 

Yet he still lives with 
his ex-wife Jennifer and 
their two children in Cat
ford, South London, and 
has confided the secret of 
his changeover to only a 
few close friends in show 
business. 

" I s u p p o s e a lot of 
peo'J)ie w i 11 be shocked," 
said Mike. "But through
out my life I have lived 
with the conflict of not 
knowing what to do for 
the best. 

"The feminine side of 
my personality was much 
stronger and now I feel 
much more comfortable as 
a weman.'' 

During his army days, 

Mlk~ bui1t . 11 ··~'.lwerful .. pby~·a::;:;:::,:,:{:!}i}}i):!;i:.:,g:;:i',!::it:!'::ii:;::J!i:!i!i~ rin~ror~~t~acg~~~rersP~~ ~~~~~~:! ~~~~i~yi; ~h:~ 
siqu~ a..; a weigllt-U!ter .. .... . h t' old _ fashioned advertise- required to restore a per-
and \\'.15 light-heavywcigqt But I wa., .c ea ~~ ments on them). son's peace of mind. 
box'.ng clump:on of his tbe~ an_d cheating n Y. Unfortunately, although For there are no physical 
r em,,, em. He took u p act- selI.. - d' d nt · b I ng1'n11 lng~· "·:,en he was de- Mike. who has a l J... he had had plastic surgery Isa va ages m e 0 " 
mo.Jb: d. year-old son ~nd a 11>- to feminise his nose, he did• to the H W?"ODg" ee 
H~ ucver really made l'.ear-ol£! d::iugnter, said not make a convincing On the whole, tbe·opera-

t he big time, but be::ause the clllldren were a.ware woman. He had a large, tion appears to achlffe:-: 
of his broken nose and · of the ~x change. . sticl.'inf<'-out jaw an[l looked de~ired results. Those w 
tou 6n appearance he r.ound . He said : · '.· Th,ey _were a to all th e world like a man undergo it feel happier 
p le:i&y of work as an extra. bit up~t !or a -w~le. b~t in disguise. arterwaros. uen;am1y tne 

Uike explained: " I sup-. th EOY soon toe _it m their celebrated writer and 
p :i.se. throughout my acting! str1de a~d now they ~ journalist James <now Jan) 
career r hav e always n~! worr~ed at ~l. Refused Morris, who had the opera-
1an -1 d . · Iin M,,. little girl, who tion ca:-ried out more 
;01~~e 'ery mascu • e ve1·y br iglrt-'. ~es no notic So one day he' was . exotically in Casablanca 

· of m change in appear beaten up by skinheads seems a very contented 
Afraid 3!JCe. In fact. she som and his new nose was woman. -

n r;nes helps -me to .choo ruined. He wanted it But the frustration which 
"That bas · aggravated my ~lothes ! " ··. . reoaired. but was told that• which drove Michelle Kent 

_ b. d d · Mike now advertises 1 to smash a h ·t l · d m y p, o 1em an ma e it1 the show bus!ness news- this could not be done osp1 a wm ow 
d~_~ult to come to ten_ns· ! papa•· The S tage as a fe immediatelv. a nd he would shows that things do not 
v.-T 1 t t h t d I ~ have to wait. always turn out so well. 

.' t ie . ac !!. eep male impersonator and How does <the NHS decide 
do11.n I \\ ant~d to be a cabaret ar tiste. Desoerate he went to when the operation is 
W1?.m:n. j He is proud c;>f bis ne visit .his psychiatrist in a " clinically necessary ? " It 
. B~fo::e I had the ope~ careey as a . drag artiste Lo,ndon hospital and, on is not enough that the 
~on I used to go for a udi- j a t pubs <>nd clubs tbrougil- bemg refused instant ad- t· t h uld b · 
tl!ms a.s a ~ althou~h out tfie country, mission, stripped himself ~~die~bs~ss~d. e miserable 
I h1d been. tak'.mg femg:le He said : ·· I am not im- naked and smashed a 
~.!none puls anq was be- .per sonating a woman be- window. He was taken If the doctors decide that 
r mmng to develop. bi;easts. . cause i: A.L'iC a woman. Bui a'll".ay and charged with a. man, even af•ter surgery, 

-" 1 nexer tci' .. ~. ""'o'tii ,; be- h ls 6 ·· dimcult f£' £ti.Dg criminal damage. '!{,}ll nDt emerge as a plaus-
,...,. '""J _.. - It , was i'ndeed a sad i e woman. they . will 

~5e t~ll:IicUI.y:J. v;B01'$.;fil pt!o,P!e. ~~pt me ,that refuSe to operate. 
a man .an.d ........ a"""""ct. o• ay ..... rtl ... ·1~r1~. among case. The sympathetic ff h · · d h ,...., ......,.. ~ _..... .......,. = magistrate put him on pro- .... e is marne , t ey will 
being laugped. llJ,J !l!l-d...Je: 1.t o~, who knew me aa P bation for two years. make him get divorced 

JeciLr:e::::d~. ~1:::L...,_.,:.. ___ man_ : · __ .;.,.._iiii;...-iiiililiiii~ By coincidence this ?vfn tthbeough he will not, ..... Wretched episode OCCUrred n ac ' come a. w_oman). 
on the 30th anniversary If lie ~"u 
of the first sex change suicide; ibey w him 

X-CHAN 

IS SPARED 

operation in Britain to be awav. Be has, other 
reported in the news- words. t.e bl botll tt~ " 
papers- the transformation and single, and p.sycho
of Rohert Cowell, a former logically stable. 
fighter pilot and son or a This seems rather bad 
major-general, into Roberta luck on those would be 
Cowell. womenwho are hideous and 

I remember it well, for it hysterical and want to stay 
caused enormous · excite- married. 
ment at school. Since 1954, Bu<t it is tempting to 
such operations have been blame the growth of sex
available on the National change surgery in t 
Health. and more and least, on the doctors.> 
more people have been turn a man into a 

Former ' television actor and undergoing them. Accord- must be a thrilling A b · h ng to Department of nical achievement : It is 

~:~r. ~,~~ngs~aasTr~o~ ~~chhe1~~ H~h30St~~i~ic2~e r~Ei~Y ~like Dl&Yiil GOO. 
pita.I window in fru stratfon at Into women every year in so 0 'Wnnd•r u.-r• -

having a 1~oman's body and a National Health ·hospitals. ea~ ~o~ho ai:if~ 
man's face followin« a sex r ----------- operaUons. 
chang~ operation, was placed o~ 
probat10n for hio .vears 1.,11nn t '!'~e most>' flmous of all 
ie a d - y ~ Br1t.ish trans-sexuals is 
. Ppeare on remand at West April ~hley, a sailor's son 
London Court yesterday. '\\I\ c: f from Liverpool who · as a 

.:J ILi\ i;. X Rt SS " ,, · 
Kent. 48. unemployed of woman, married and 

Glenwood Road, Catford,' had t A I subsequently divorced a 
d "' ~ (!>c "-" d. t.,. Scottish Peer. 

un ressed and smashed the 11-1·0 • H do ft Cl er , biography, April 
. w a er unsuccessfully seek- nAl'\le,\\ 0 I" q{ 3 / ~l. Ashl_ey s Od'J!ssey. is to be 
mg help from a psychiatrist to publls.hed this spring when 
obta10 plastic surgery. we will be able to judge 

" I think this is one of the how happy she has been. 
dd In the meantime the 

sa es~ cases imaginable," said :!> author, Duncan Fallowell, 
Mr Enc Cmwther the OJali.s- \ A 1 l1l ~as told Tatler magazine: 
tra~. "I . think y~u've .L_ I wouldn't belittle April's 

persistence and c ~ i £ LEG-f\ f) P tt sufferings, but I think 
who admltlcd she's learned to live with 

,te. had since rep (, / 3 / 8, her sadness and keep it In 
window. .. its place." 

T This doee 


