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C 'l s~_Problems~ Challiil 
By GEORGE NEWMAN 

Staff Writer 

She sat in the chair, poised 
and seemingly comfortable 
as the account of her mental­
ly anguished life began to un­
fold. 

As the child grows older, 
the identity becomes more 
firmly established. Then, ~ 
at a certain point in the . 
child's life the crossed-sex preceded here by •at le-as,t a plained that such a court-1~ Those accepted must dem- trans-sexuals and their con-

, dozen other persons d • t t bl t t th • ·t b'lit b identity reaches a root lev- . . . • 1approve ms rumen ena es ons ra e eir sm a 1 Y Y version surgery. 
el at which psychiatric in- In Vickie's case, however, the individual to secure driv.l living in the gendter of their "Tr 1 t 
1tervention can no longer apprpval of the petition will er's licenses, passports and choice for at least a year and h ans-s~xya 
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Until three )'ears ago, I reverse the pattern. r~~resent more than a super- other legal documents neces-1 by obtaining employment. o~otexua 
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f~n t ;y ar~ 
she worked as an aviation fie1al change of name. sary to live in their new All are exposed to intensiv~ no ransves 
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engineer, respected and ''Many trans-sexuals suffer During the last three gender. . I 1counseling during the pre- t~ey ~;e often co~fused with 
liked by fellow workers. emotionall;' from th~ co:i- years, Vickie has lived un- Many of Rab a· go's siex- surgery period. those Rabago said. . . 

stant remmder of their sex-de r ground as a female, change clients are prod~Jcts "W th· , • 1 He recalled that his first_ 
She was the father of two identity conflict," RabagoJ dressing in women's clothing of the Gender Dysphoria Pro h e see ,,
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sG as d a so~i~ client, a former male, had 

school-age daughters. 1 said. , and assuming the role. gram at Stanford University- Rwenodme~ton, ant Yths. a 
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• undergone conversion s u r-
. . k s f h i cli • d _ __, _ __; e on promo e 1s as 14 b t 
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. Now, us,1~g the name Vic_ - ... ome imes, sue n v1 u~I She ttended colleg'e in l\1e.Q!lcal Cem~r, where triore the only answer for people g,e~y some_ years ag-o,_ u 
ie, one wh1cih she hopes w1rna1s have found themselves t d 4-r, 1 t I than~sons have re- 'th d bl Th" waited until recently to file a 
soon become legally her own.I driven to the edge of desper- i Mo e
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, tads a I c re iv e d conversion surgery :'71 nlgen er fpro emsl. lt Is petition for a change of 
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t' Rb ·ct T · femae, an compee a 1~0 yoneo s,evera a er-

e sen er rune e pre-1~10n, a ago sa_! , ~ mg m-lf . . 1 1 t \ since the program began in! • " name. , -
pares for a future filled with stances'in which some have tra~nmg course n e ec ro- 1967. l~~ives. . "She delayed out of fear of 
problems and uncertainty. attempted self-emasculation lys1s. (a system used !or re- Another maJor obst~cle for ublicit "Raba o said 

. . . f . or suicide I movmg unwanted hair). ! An O the r program is many of those seeking the P Y, . g • . 
V1ck1e 1s one o growmg • · I . . . change is financial cost Rabago sa1d another chent 

number of persons who have In recent years, since sex- When she applied fqr a li- startmg m San Francisco, . • was living as a female with 
undergone a sex ch a n g e ual conversion surgery has 'cense she was told by a and there are several re- Rabago estimated that three female roommates for 
operation. become more popu1ar and state examining board offY./ ported ~nde~ way in Soutb· I the total cost of surgery, more than a year and wasn't 

"I felt different from other a c c e s s i b 1 e, many <trans-cial that she could not be li- ern Califorma. counseling, Ie·gal as sis t- s u spec t ed. When it came 
youngsters before I reached sexual~ have turned ~o the censed ~s a female, s~nce sh However, it is no easy mat- ance ?nd nec~ss~ry poSt• time for surgery, the individ-
the age of five," Vickie re- ope_ratwn as a solution to anatomically rem a 1 n e d ter for those seeking a sexual operative medications and ual informed- the roommates 
called. thei~ p~o~lems. male. change. . treatments ranges from that she was entering the 
, . Th~t was in_t.he Lancashire Vickie is one of these per- ''I knew_ ~ just couldn't g' There appea~s to be whatl $10,000 to $2S,OOO. hos tit a 1 for "minor sur-
distrwt of England, where sons. • . . b~ck_ to ~1vmg as a male, could b~ descn:b~d as an_ ar- The attorney believes that gery. 
Vickie wa•s born 47 years I Ne~t month ,. ,she and anotb-1 V1ck1e said. duous, p~ycholo~1c~l-med1calj there still exists much public She is curr~ntly working 
ago. • er client ~lso repres:nted by., Her surgery was per legal trail, contm~mg nu~er-l[misunderstanding about a female fashion model. 

"In my head I was a fem- Rabago Will appear m Santa formed in Los Angeles sever ous obstacles and barriers, ------~--------------.--
ale, though I h~d the body of Clara County Superior Court al weeks ago. - which leads to the fin~l _stage - ~- --------~ - - ----' 
a male," she explained. for a hearing on a legal peti-1 Though she no longer liVles of a n~me change petit!on. 

According to her lawyer, tion to c:thange their names. together with her former ,- Patrick Gandy, coordinator 
Roberto Ra,bago of San Jose . . wife of 12 years she contin- of the St an f Ord program, 
such individuals are com~ Both will teStify_ th·at ~ey ues 
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to visit her' two daugh- said_ that program o~fici~ls 
monly classified as trans-have undergone corrective ters, with whom she has dis- ~eceive three or four mqmr-
sexual gender surgery- and that they cussed her situation 1es each day from would-be 

• . are seeking to change their . . . • applicants. • 
~n most. ms.tances, early names from male to female . Vickie resides on the Pen-'. More than a thousand can-

ch1l_dhood influences •~nd ex- in conform~,;-..1ur.-dieir new msula and plans to work here did a-t es have been inter-
penences are responsible for identity at her new career. • "d b t 1 . 11 shaping a female identity in ' . • . . Emphasizing the import- v1iewe u on Y a sma per-
a male youngster; or in some Tt.ht~1rs is ~ot thlre firdst such ance of the, legal name centagle t(edaboGut ldO pe~dcent) 
cases the reverse oecur•s. pe 1 wn, havmg a ea Y been change petitiOik Rabago ex- are se ec , an Y sa1 • 
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