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Seal�orse is dedicated to the heeds of the 
heterosex.v.al trensvesti tes who have becoue 
aware of the otl�er side of their personality 

and wish to express it. 
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PEACE OF lITND. 

17e do ot judge nor condemn the areas of 
homosexualibJ, bonda[se, domination, or -

fetishism. These interests are left to 
others, they are not part nor of interest 
to SEAHORSE or this magazine. 

SEAHORSE seks to gather inforr,.Jation on 
transvestism and disseminate to all interested 

people in the legal, medical, counselling, 
and scientific areas to further knowledge 

and understrn1ding of this field. 
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EDlTRESSIAJ, .. 

Y/cll, .rn::'.come to the TEI;TH EDITION of FEI.ITNT1QUE, it does not 
take long for· the numbers to roll around does it. As you all probably lrnow 
since "Gae last edition we have had quite a deal of publicity, vihat raost 
of you I think-will agree is exposure of the right kind. Not overly sym-
-pathetic but of a standard -~hat allows us to emerge both as people and 
transvestites, the 1both 1 aspects being the mai:n factor. Allowing 
pe ple to view that aspect and als to GTasp that we do live completely 
noru1al lives. 

It's an ~~alienable fact that we are transvestites and it does have a gr-
-eat effect on our lives and personalities, but this effect is not total 
and I think must be kept in perspective. Being a transvestite ~her~ is 
the compulsion to dress and be feminine with the result we are different 
in this respect to other males. The time taJcen up by this is not great, 
probably for most of us far less than ten percent of our life, that I 
think wou.ld be less than the time an 1ardent 1 weekend golfer spends on 
his hobby. The golfer however is unlikely to be branded a 1golfer 1 he or 
she is rwre l:iJ;:ely to be lmown as a person who plays golf~ In thms 
reguard I thirJc we should be lmown as persons who are also transvestites 
rather than just branded as a transvestite.This may seem all terribly 
semantic, just playing with words for it I s own sake, but the perspective 
or the amount of time that a transvestite actually expresses hir:iself, 
at least outwardly as a female must be kept in mind. Others and by that 
I really mean the public usually have been lead to believe that 1:iost 
of our life is spent 11femme11, it comes as quite a surprise t_o learn that 
this is far rerJOved from reality, and has a large bearing on their 
reaction to transvestism. 

The theme for this rose out of several articles I've been reading recently 
one of them an article by a 'leading' psychiatrist in the sex identity 
field HU£io .G. Beigel. called 11A rleekend In Alices \fonderland" written 
following a weekend he spent with the American Group F.P.E. at a 
"frt:J:!f'11 holiday resort. Throuehout the alt"ticle, quite well v,ritten lle 
was at pain to stress the rer{larks of the least happy in the group but 
the 1 c:runcll1 point came in the concluding paraGraphs. 

11Is a cure needed, my answer is in the 2ffiI'IJ8tive. Behind those 
outGoing and seemingly happy people whom we met at the resort stand 
rows of men who guard their shame, who hide their guilt, their loneliness 
a.."'ld the depression" . In all effect probably a true and :factual statement 
but that just .::.bout describes any e;roup of people you are likely to meet. 
·Beneath thousands of brave faces, smiling faces to.ere are some very unhap-
-py people, but f om a lot of articles with this comm.on theme, :1 
nlli!'lber of psychiatrists appear to think it's the exclusive property 
of tra"'lsvestites. • 

It is to easy to·lULlp us into a category of a lot of unhappy men ·Ghat 
are continually running around dressed as women all the time, our 
publicity and t}1e recent exposure to the press, radio and television 
has aiL.led a-;; presenting ourselves basically as people with a slight 
oh so sli@,t eccentricity, hopefully that's the answer to a deeper 
understanding and acceptance by the public. 

The seminar date is rolling on and ~s yet there has been little response 
on whether the subject matter covers most of vmA.t should be c'li.scussed. 
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One of. these. will be fa.ru.ily .~i;fe and trnnsvestisr..1, it I s a major issue ;-i.s th 
th~ majority of ne~bers are married with n farJily nnd at some staee for 
all of us it cones to a question of do I tell. or not? A lot of us, r:i..y::ielf 
included ,~ave already faced up to' it, reception, has been nixed but on the 
whole the r.:iajori ty have recieved a fnvourab1.e reaction, l!laybe not j_ni tially, 
but as the vr.i.fe bega."l to i;1eet other transv·estites and their families. 

The disc.overy that you are a transvestite mu.st come as a shock , no matter 
how knowledgable she rna:y· be i,1 hwnan ways or how sophisticated her attitude. 
It's ui:;ually alright as iong_as_.it 1s ·somebody'else and there·is no personal 
involveoent but when it I s ri@lt OJ:?. the dom:step or for that matter rieht il1 
;the house t_he d:i.scove:cy can be traurnat~c •ind_eed. 

So much depends on the manner. in whi.ch it cans to light, • the euotional furo-
-re _ani;l wild accusation .that are likely to follow an accidental discovery 
are unli;cely to lead· to a caln rational discussion~ I bel-ieve the only nay 
to d9 it is· to .,sit dov,n calLlly and tallc ·it out". If this can be achieved then 
the possible help from an outsider, either psychiatric backup,or someone 
fr01:1 the clu.b,expcrienced \vith a wife v1ho understands ~maybe of great help. 
In tine she nay like so ma.ny wives enter into the conpl~tei spirit of • it. 
I nust stress ·that -~his needs to be approa.ched with caution, patience 
and enough confidence to explain clearly and calmy. . .. • 

After that there is alvmy'l the problem of the children. I believe that 
rneny children ca11 uoerstruid their father's desires and subsequently 
treat then quite na-tua:ally. The explanation • is mst important c..11.d both 
parents need to '\)e .involved .. An explanation along the lines of 11Grarnie 
alvmys wanted a cir;!. when Daaay was born, c.nd she· treated hii:J. a.n o·-1~ and 
dressed him in t;ir.iG clothes until he ,·,as five or six.He beca.r..e so '\.'.:"led 
to wea,rinG them th~.t even no~v-ne is a gro,·,n nan., sonetines he wants to Yleo.r 
women 1 s clothes 11. It's t~e type o:f e:xpla.rLation most children can understru:1d 
and accept.There i·s o.iso the need· td expl'ti~ ·t;hat all this: is a deep 
fa.oily secret., becaus,e a 1ot ··of people· r;an'1.ot understand a oan having this 
wish and YIQuld ·be urilcing to him if they founJ out. It is ·very till.usual for 
children 0f vtha. tever age to brealt • a s·0crc"; like this. Acy way you should 
lmow ,fron about the age of ei1sht ·, it I s very l_iJcely that you :c1-:.1at;ed to 
hide the secret that -:rou were a transv:es ~--"' from. eY~:;..7fr.':! .;.-:cli_,cl ing your 
parents .... 

_Hell that' S· 111-:;,ly to be one of the 1:1aip t:.JJ:ing points, as the seminar 
date be.cones clooer we will be distributinc; the papers etc for furthe_,• 
discussion and c0r.;ment.Further· nev.-.s, ''Y the tine this nagaz:!_ne has been 
distributed you should ha:ve recievec. a comr of 11FEIJI.lELET'i.'ER11 the cl0n1,hly 
supplement t<? the mae;azine. It is :'...ntende.:1 to keep I.lElillERS up to aate 
Hith. the latest in Seahorse, it's a lJewsletter nothing else u double 
sided quarto clleet. distr:~buted fron the Re[;.Lo:-ial Cou.ncellor, so if 
you hav'nt ~eccived it ,0ontact you~ councellor. For country uembers, 
Sue - _is the o"'1e ";;o contact .. 

Again I 1 d lilrn to tllan1-: those willinG ancl sometimes sweat;y helpers that 
are involved in tl:c pro:1tJ1;tion of FEiJilTilTQGE, all volu.,t-;crs and usually 
uncomplaining .. :··· ... '·· • .1 thanks to Sherie i.=~iaret a.Y1d Karen 
-r •..• Once c.gain ocst nj_shes for a Lierry Christmo o.nd a iia?PY 
Now YRar ..•.......•... 



.. A .... rEIJE~ FROM A C_9UNTR Y COOS IN 

or 

ALL DrtESSED UP AND NO.NHERE. TO GO ... 

by Jane-• 

I don:t re?llY know how to begin. I d.on't really know any -
. of you, although sor.e of your names are familiar through "Femif.li:que''• 
·po~· the rest !611 just have to imagine you~ as you'll have to imagine 
me. 

I l:ve up in tne far north of Queensland in a small town 
fa_mec;i. for.one 9articuhJ1· 2.gricultural cr""p; its ·cattle.and the he-
manlil'.le$.3 .of :c·i:s in;1ab~tnnts (many of whom are· ef European origin). 
Chief ~eE=LirE:: '.)Ursui ts of the town's m,le population is "grogging on", 
bt.:ggerizing ar:)und acd 1 1,aving a good punch up'. Oh there are the 
few odcHties \',t:.') be long to the drama group - "must be bloody por-f tahs 

.. f!)at~•· •· .:-_:·.:·.h..::• they ;:i:.r i \'H'/ much in the minority. 

. . _'Ne! J. ! gu%s I belong to that minority you see I ·commit all 
.the '·social s:.r.s •• I :'..ik.e theatre, I like classical music, I like 
readincJ -~h::.:.'J, ot!:~r th2'1 cowboy comics, I'm an avid c·oward;- don't 

.: drink a let of •;,rog :• I ,10 find women's company interesting and most 
extrec::rd.in2.:ry n;: all - even dance with my own wife at dances and 
parties. All. oi this makes me a bit peculiar, rather eccentric, but 

• re·asonably accep-.:abl.) t.:c-ause I do drink with them s·oinetimes·, can 
·talk about foothall c.~·l horses and do try to maintain some remna'nt of 
·t)1e ma sell line c::-eq} bL .. i.ty.~ What they would say if they discovered 
that -I was a t.r-r1ns\<~st: L.-. .I shudder to even contemplate. Maybe their 
rriascu'linity is :,111:' a co•:~r to hide their feelings of insufficiency 
agains·t the n·:;ige-d na( 1..1r2 of the country they work - I don't know; 
but I do kn('l~•J v1ha-'-. th2 i-:- reaction would be if they were to see me as 
I am now;; r:n1<e~·1;->~ ,: 1::-:r.g some of my favourite clothing - a white 
·nylon la:-:e b lous,, wi .. :-. 2 ~old taffeta evening skirt and white high 
hec led s ~0e so 

H_oV! ·ucky .we you who_ live within easy reach of a branch of 
Seahors:-. Hc•v. iL·::l:y .. :- i'OU whr live in a· large city where your 
anominit~• is eas' e-r -t,: , ·: nievP.. The problems of the small town trans-
vesti tc are qui·~:" 1..'.: .• :~' .,'it. from those of the city girl. 

Ca:1 :'OU ii:~'Jh'; how difficult it is to even buy clothes? 
i have only r~centl'J ar.cepted my femininity and for the first time 
begu'.1 to dres::. en fornmi:: :;t ho:ne with the knowledge of my wife. 
(Previously i·~ hacl beer. :in secret with grave fee lings of guilt). 
C0r.s.'.?q~e .. 1tJ.v : have '..:o :-squi -re a complete new ·wardrobe. A pair of 
pan'..:y t,0s6 :· ( hr th-.: 1•1il''! ~) can be bought in the town without too many 
riis(>,; !'fr::'._J;~c· ,:--~ but·;.) tr_, to buy underwear for oneself would 'be an 
uninc!7;.r- :'.:)]y .t.:-:•·.1;1-it•:.-: ·J:)J:-'ience. Picture the scene Mr. X walks into 
one o: -;_,',: ~.L.:~2 i-~2.: l dri:?ss a.nd lingerie shops that the towns boasts: 
Shop05 .. r::. ··:!:-: !'.. ,. : ·-:-, ca:1 I help you? 11 

Mr. X: :.l •. ,'. ,'/C~f ". ,,r :-vant to buy a b:ra.'' 
Shop~irl; (E-r:b.1.·r,·:!s r~-.iseo.): "Oh yesl I suppose you don't knew the 

s iz--: ,. " 



Mr. X: 
Shopgirl: 
Mr. X: 
Shopgir 1: 

"Oh yas--,. .• -.. -•• -.�oB".:...-- � 
"Is it for your wife?' 1 

"We 11 ••• er •.. yes. 11 

6 

"Oh well you've got t�e wror,g size, M:rs X would only be a 
32. (Sl::ie·•c-ei-h;; o'..l"t·tw�tht:: back of the shop)
"Gloria, Mrs. X would only be a 32 bra wouldn 1 t she?"

Voice from the b�ck. ;' 11 Ch '..'es, cl,d ini t� ly 32." 
Mr.X (beginnir:g to lose c0i;1fi�_2r,;e) "��ell you see it isn't exactly 

for my wite.� • 
Snopgirl;- (eyc,brows ra sed higher, mir.d ticking over furiously) 

'" ,;Oh I see, Well whzt f.ort did you want?" 
Mr. X; 
Shopgirli. -

•,• 

"Have you got c:: !J 1,c,' lar,e padded one?" 
(eyebrows quite q�sappearin_g �nto hairline) "I'm very 
sorry MISTER X we do 1 -t s 1;o;;k that sort of thing," 

Exit Mrf X, sui'ta�!�- .c··/·stcncd and quite braless. 

Actually� in -t!"ie chnice of underwear the town d.oes offer 
some very nice lines 1� wyncict.te or r�ct flannel, with a_ few daring 
lines in stoddnette, cut with 1-eal i luir to expose two or t�ree 
inches of nal:ed .flesh peepi.ns pr :JVocati ve ly above the knee. Faded 
p"inks-; greyish greens anci vi.ri;;in�l(?) white are the colours much in 
vogue. 

-
- Frocks are so ol fashioned in style that they are almost 

hack in fash·ion again, 9lmost b•1t i"'._c�.: ciuite. The gen�ral style is 
either ·a garish print· $hift as :avc1.1:-,: by I um for slopping around 
the house or e tse the ul tro form2.l Goj_ng-·to-the-Agricultural-Society 
Ball type gown� Noth ins frivolous � even elegantly relaxed. No
caftans 6r patio �resses.· • 10 fl�-,: E��rts or frilly tops.

The result i::; that _ am �:::.: ��d to make my own dresses, 
following the often confLsirig instr�ctions of the pattern makers -
a sort of haute couture. by n··r '-::er5 Even this is not as simple as it 
sc"unds, because in o��=- tm:'n ;: ) rnr. -::.:' ( 7) man would be seen flipping 
over the pases of But"(;e,:isb ,.� !c(, a.! ,.s, This means that I have to 
d.r2g m wi::e in th,'! t, ... --;:i � _,._-_:.. r i.lt � !.. :- ,.. ..., 0ur property to town t
flip over the pages, while I. st;--r.d '1P·:t to •1er, trying to appear totally

•• disinter-estect while mouth:'.ng. :;.nstrucn::::> s and comments from my closerl.
lips like a ventr�ioquist,

Ho':Jever suppo·� in9 that you d ') an age to find a pattern you 
like, there's a fair chnnc(: that. Lt wL·. be out of stock or not avail­
able ir.. your size ( 11 Are yr;>y. sure you've got the right size Mrs. X?) 
If b"y some miracle you_ gi:.:t ::i pattern th,rn you are confronted with the 
nex� major o=oblem, i.i� thr buying 0f suLtable material. Dead easy 
if .yo'\1 want la:rge brightly flowered cctton or hard wearing sackcloth. 
Oh it" is true that you could choose from a very small range of fabric 
stocked fo:..' ma;dng bridal \1,L.a�', but tl1e personal inquisition that would 
accompany s·uch a cho ic,G ma!<es the pro:-ios i tion untenable. 

• ·shoes are anoti"e:;: rr,3'i,:.r 1-- ,'.?lem. You just couldn't buy them
without causing widespread c�� 1�·: I �as lucky enough to fin� a 
pair of a¼most new white· strap i, Jos··in the local opportunity (thrift) 
shop, whibh I bought (for th� foo·y clubs concert). 
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And what about make-up? As I said earlier I've only just 
begun wea,i.:-,g dressq_s .at home, .and--the .. same-·-with cosmetics. 1("3 
result is that I'm inexperienced at application and also £ind 
difficulty in obtaining the right shades- My wife helps and 
where she c~n, but can someone please tell me bow to qisguise thet 
horrible blue--grey shading where the whiskers grow. (Yuk~) I 1 ve 
tried both pancake and liquid bases - finding that the solid ccvers 
better but tends to give a rather caked appear~nce. Any sl:;;~csticns? 

These problems of costune and .physiGal appearance are 
however subsiduar.y to the psychological .and mental difficulties for tr.~ 
girl living ·tn ·an isolated are~ .• To whom can you turn to for oC:vice? 
With whom can you discuss the re-thinking which is necessa:-y wr.cn ye~\ 
first accept your feminism? Obviously there has to be some re•-adjus .. ; 
-ment of relationships within a marriage when one partner sudder-ly 
reveals a secret which has been hidden for over fifteen yeors, Hew 
can a w:.J,:: easily accept the fact that her husband. is also a girl-
frier.c'.'t' -'.~hile in· a strong secure relationship, such as ours, these 
proble 1ns ·can be overcome with. tolerance and understanding, how much 
easier 5 ..... i'!:i;.ild have been if only there had been someone who • could 
listen sy.n::·1thetically, give advice and make suggestions as to how 
they had cov,:::' with the same problems .. 

OJ~ final problem which plagues the bush-transvestiteo•••~ 
\\fhen youtre all dress·ed in your finery, where can· you go? Certainly 
not to town, not to either ·of the cafes or. the five pubs, I suppose 
you could risk .the drive-in but eve·n there the danger of' reccc:ii tic:1 
is high,, It 1 s not very satisfyi!'lg to get fully made-up and .to • :eci:r 
ones black lace underwear and pal~ mauve taffeta evening g::iv::i ~c-1.:t::-::1• 

with hig~ heeled shoes and wig while taking the dogs walko ;Jo:: :.s 
it very ful::.lling to·wear· one's knee length lace~up boots, m.\n:. t:!d::·•. 
and lace bi.ouse WAil~ shutting up the animals for the night. W'.-,:?:-:-0 
can I go? WhP.re can I meet some. of my own kink? See what I rne2,1 
b t n" J - ..J-r d d h t • "? a ou ·"' .. 1. -. ... esse _up an now ere .o. go . 

wr:,_t:..n·J 
too far 
someor.e 

1=d be delighted to correspond with anyqne whc h2•; ·.;iY. 
•~~·.;~ ·,-.:: if anyone is gcing on holic..:=ivs to C2irr,s, \,',' c!-. is 
frc:n us, perhaps we could even ar.range a meeting. Vian· , 
please take pity on' a. !:'little lost girl 11? 

***-lHE-~**'**'******'*-l<·**** 
Reprintei f:;~om B'c:.2.umont Bulletin. 

A young t::c1;n1SYestite went to see his doctor' and submitted to a· ';cry 
thoroue;!.1 .x2.;ti:."::iticn: • 
11How l0n 6 }n'.':;J you been havinG ·~hese headaches, rao:ming sickness ·2nd rt 
vthen <he'. yot'. r,o-V .. ce • a swelling ·in yqur turnny"·~ 
"About si t,:., • s :-von vieeks ago: wl'l.at 1 :::; the verdict doctor'?" 
"I don 1 t :i..:. 1 ,._, • ,o ~:swe to tell. you this, but I_ ;regret to say you are 
preerwnt 11 

·You maa.11 I I m goin~; to have a baby?" 
nr 1 m afrai,1 so· 11 

11TJ:1en I 1ve got t(, have an abortion , doctor" 
11Dut why 60 you w:J.nt an abortion when you could make medic~.:). lli.sto"'.:':y-'i • 
11Be blowed to madical history; what are By friends and naic7J1b0t-:.:-:-n 
goin[; to say .... IJ}·y I 1E 1'T0'.l: EVE!r 1,ARHIED11 •••••••••••••• • ............................... 
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c, r;:;2 K~:.T T.'32 ·•·.- .HE AGr.3 :..-.. :.-.:-~ 

by S.and!-:_a 111111• 
I have taken an oppor'tunity 'to research the effect of th 

kilt on various writers and·_res~archers and have presented the.:.:l: viev:s 
on the subject from 1821.tq the pr~sent day •••• S.S. 

,R_atianal Dress; 
From:.- "Report on the country of Lamark", Robert'. 0.·.'e~,-- 1921. 

See Cole G.D.H-. (1927) Editor: -."A new· view of society and othe:~ wri·i:ir:~s 
'oy Robert ONen", Dent.·, Everymans Library. 

"Food ana fodgihg being thus provided for, the !"!ext consid-· 
£:i:-ation regard_s dress. 

This, too, i's a subj~tt~·:the ·(.itility.~~d disadvantages of 
1,,1hich seem to be little•1:1nderstood·oy'tne'Pu6'1ic generally; and, in 
consequence, the most ridiculous and absurd notions and practices have 
p:revailed concerning it. • -:· ' ,. • : - • 

. ~: ' .. 

Most persons take it for gran~ed ,. without thinking on the 
cubject; that to b~ warm and heal\hy it is ne~essary to cover the 
b.:::d'j with thic~ clothing and to exclude the air as much as possible; 
and fine appearances favour this. conclusion. Facts, however, prove 
that under the same c'ircumstances, -t;.hose who from infancy hav~ b7en 
the most lightly clad, and who, by their ·form of.dress, have bsen tha 
most exposed to the atmosphere, ·are' mu-ch· stronger, more active, in 
better health, warmer·'in cold ·weather~ and far ·less affected by hea~ 
than those who from constant-habit have been dressed in such den;)rip-cicn 
of clothing as excludes the air from their _bodies. 

The.more the air is excluded by clothing, although at fi~:c .. : 
the wearer feels warmer by each additional covering he puts on,. yo'"1.· :· 
a few weeks, or months at most, the less capable he becomes of bee.rir.~, 
cold than before. 

The Romans and the Highlanders JJ. Scotland appear tc ::-,· ·fr.: 
only two nations who adopted a national dress on account of i tu 1.:·cil~·.::·_1, 
vri thout, hovJever, neglecting to render it highly becomming .;nc'. . 
c.:n:r-:iantal.. The form of th,e dress of these two nations was calculab::C: 
.:::.:.rst to give strength and manly beauty to -the figure, and afi:.~,.rnards 
i:o display it to advantage. The fi.rst, expense, through a l.:iJ;)~::., r.c·:1 
o·';:>loyeci. to create a variety of dress, the effects of which ;:~r-. to 
c· tcrio±ate physical powers, ana to ren:der the human figure an objE:c~ 
c.: pity and conmiseration, are a certain proof of the .low sta:::~ o:: 
ii-,.::irlect among all classes of socie'ty. The whole of this gro$s 
mi.:;~pplication of the human faculties .serves no one useful o:r ra-1:io,,:l 
;:-,rposo. On th9 contrary, it essentially weakens all the p!'lys:.cal ~r:::1 
·1~:~·.:2: pcv,Jers, and is in all r!,!spects, highly pernicious to society • . . . 

All other circumstances remaining the same, sexual delicctCY 
.,~C: v:::~-:ue will be found much higher in the nationsamong whom the percon, 
-~ _'c::; infancy, is the most exposed, than among those people who exc lL\::le 
{xcm sight every part of the body except the eye. 

'l 

.. 
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• Sex change 

Chapter 5; 

L !, ,.. ' .• 
9 

. . '-~ '· ... • ' 
arid Dress Deviation - Gilbert Oak'le;y·,. 1970.' 

• -Morningtide Lta ., (Lond.J 
Transvestite Exhilitionism: Page 69. 

Today's transvE:stite·is :enflafifed ·a'S never. before··by' the sight 
of girls and women i_n v~e_-t;.y~: tiny minL skirts· and -d-r-esse-·s·,-by ·a ·dis-play 

.of thighs and buttocks without equal, by a sexual casualne~s, and a 
degree of female exhibiti'onism which can sca·rce·1y have any historical 
precedent. The transvestite argues that it is 'the innnediate apparent 
availability of a girl's genitals, the ease with which the.crutch can 
be viewed, that is the most···disturbtrrg symbol· of' feminine sexiJ.al 
independence today. He contrasts girls near nudity with the maies 
insistence on cqmpletely covering the body. 'there A WELL KNONN; 
fashion designer's prediction to.become a fact that skirts and kflts for 
men will achieve popularity, the transvestite would jump for joy, for 
here would be a legal opportunity for him to emulate the female•in 
society in a wholly acceptable way. ,'. A lot, of his complexes would 
disappear; for he would consider himse1f on an equal footing with the 
opposite sex;.at last.' 

Kilts and skirts for men might however create new, undreamt 
of opportunities for transvestite exhibitionists to take advantage of 
the fact that a lift of the skirt, a swirl of the -kilt would- be enough 
t~ r~veal the little or nothing that he had on underneath. 

Se~ Change & Dress Deviation - Gilbert Oakley 1070 
Mornihgtide Ltd. 

Chapte.r ,.8: The transvestite, the -girl, and the wife; Pp 98-99. 
• • • J_. 

While the female garments grew pretty, the male garments, 
which had also been enlarged,. 9re1y ___ 1!1Qf~ severe. and plain, so showing, 
for the first time, a sort of fashion· sense which reflected the active 
male· and the. possive female." ••••• 
•••• •••• ''The managing d1rector of a manufacturing firm which markets 
men's clothes and underwear, gaye it as his opinion that "In the 
foreseeable future medical men will reali-se the physical threat to male 
potency which is occasioned by the continupd covering up and restriction 
qf the male genitals by tight pants, briefs .md trousers·,. which permit 
no air to circulate around them, and.which cause them to be permanently 
pressed close to the body. Only in bed, at night, he went on, are the 
male genitals free. It has been proved that repressive and binding 
garments are likely to cause impotency in men. 

Scotsmen, whether or not they wear nothing under their kilts, 
are said to· be far more virile than those who are forced by the dictates 
of fashion and aonvention to wear trousers and underpants." 

A woman designer of male clothing concurred with these 
observations. "It is very possible", she added, "that in the future 
men, young and old, will wear short-s•kirts, or.kilts made of "Mannish" 
materials such as are used for suits today. She visualised knee-length 
stockings to go with the skirts, or pleated kilts, and individually 
chosen undergarments which she considered would be made of light, airy 
mate1ials, such as cotton, linen or nylon. These pants certainly would 
not be tight, as they are today, but would have very short, wide legs 
which would permit as much air as possible to circulate round the body. 
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As far as lllodesty was ·concerned,: ·sh~ ,thoL!ght .since gi:ds 

have no scruples about. getting· oh and'· off busse·s knowing that their 
ur,derclothes are visibl~ beneath· their· mini .. skirt$_, !Jl8~ would' ·soo:h· 
get us0d to the' iaea. Once it had been accepted·, she 'doubted whether 
anyon0 would ooject to the occasional vi_ew of ~- man's G.rotch. 

- • - ·l<:·*-l<-ll-**iH-;i(++!+lE'·H·~-lHHHHHI· 

'Jhe mechanics . of the nylon stockings • or tights .. 
;)enier-Pully fs.shioned*-and all that jazz. 
I wonder how man;y:, • 13irls buying tights or nylons know the; meaning· o't all 
tbe jargon that ~ppears on the packets. 2: ',-. •':. 

Denier .... It rnay surprise ·you.to learn that the te:r,I(l denier i$·:.PP~-,only 
applied. to nylon. A denier -is the weil3ht in grammes of,.9000 meters· of the 
yarn-be it jute, hemp silk, nylon, ·etc .. For our purposes it is :a:m~asti.re 
of th:e thickness of the fibre--the lower the nUhlbetr}qe,fin~t the y,a~. 
Fifteen denier is the sheerest.~. • 

Gauge In fully fashioned hosiery this is the number of ne'edles used in 
one and a half inches. The bigG~r the mmber the smaller the sti tell es. 

Pully :fashioned. These i terns are l-::ni tted as a flat piece of fabric with 
feVT8r stitches in the calf and ankle. This flat piece of material is 
then joined·up into a tube shape with a· serun along it's whole length. 

§_~fr-Uess S tockinr;s These are lmi tted as a tube of fabric, with as Dn.ny 
stitches .. in the ankle as in the thicb,. Shape is given by boardin3, thnt 
is the stmckings are slipped onto a flat board and heated until they get 
the'~i~ht shape . 

• :l. 

S, tr~j_ch ~toclring .Knitted • from yam that has been given elasticity. One 
riethod is to twist the yarn and the~_l1-~1t-t. it to set ·it in it 1s twist .. 

_;l_ingle ·siz:e,.Stretch Stockings or Tights. These a.re .ciade·· by leaving,ouj 
i/"0 boarding process .. That is they are not given any shape by ,1eat or 
·~1-.::c.:..la:t -trc·aime-nt. 'rl1is would lessen the the stretchiness m1yhow, it is 
left.to the.-wearer to give them the shape when they are put on. 

Don1 t be surprised if ypu f:i,nd that one·size tights only look big enough 
for your eight year old' daughter .. 

,. 

Don 1·'t forget they will look ],ighter when· you are wearing- them, tha.Yl they 
appear in :the p-acket .. 

liever wash tights or nylons with other carmehts as the dye can run 
especially in hot water. • • • 

Avoid usinG very hot water, as this can ruin the stretch 6f the stockint3s 
or •tic)1ts: .... _· 

·:: ell there you c;o girls, a. quipk course in; the nysteries of the 
unclcrworld(sorry wear) ... _- .• 
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TOP: Melbourne... Toni 
BOTTOM: Serena 

ADELAIDE ... 
Back: Lynda, Karen, Sybil, Pat, 

Irene, Holly. 

Front: Sadie, Vicky. 

Trina, Robyn, Wendy 



FIONA- JEANNETTE-

MASQUERADE 
PARTY ..... 

Cherie 
Jeannette 
Irene 
Trina 
Wendv 
Margaret 
Barbara 



. ; 

.. 

'"!'.RUTH· .IS STRU'l<ER THAN FICTION11 

... ·-··· ,., • :·. \i,·,rt:~:c:cted fromny third Novel: 
• . • •

1·str¥-9,ger Than' Opit.:m" ,. a genuine 
·' • 'T •. V-. ·Neve 1. ih" "~1-fc/ ·:-·r·opics). ' 

.. . J,sighed·cte'~ply ans click.:clacked with··swaying hips to ou::-
dining-ro;rn to catch a· cold drinko _Then I poured -me a :cold sherry .c).nd 
went back to our. si tting-roorn., pt,1t a· grammaphooe· record on the 
electric turntable ar;id got soft'. s_v-i~t:t piano.:.recital music • 

., ., i, '1 • 

I s~t __ down on ·Lt-,?. rattan bench with its flowered cushions, 
and let my thoughts ro2m into th2 distant past of my youth, meanwhile 
2 . .:lmiriI)g my lovely slender legs. in the. gossamer silk stockfogs and my 
srr.all feet in the g learning high•·hce Jed dancing-sl16es!'~ )( ••• 

, • . , . .. . ~-; 

The pitcL --'.:}la;,k):g:iptians? fellahs they called them, 
carded the wicker-bas1~ets: with co;:;.l en their heads in a long row 
along a narrow wooden· 92,.')~w-ay. to· the yawning bunker·-holes in the hull 
in which the big lumps qf coal,c;l;i:;appeared with a thundering nois'3o 

What a dusty, sv.1e.:ity 2nd trn~::'.Tli 11 job this was~ I, (an<l 
v-,ithin me Evelyn too what I didn:t :cC?al.ize not ye-t clearly th2,1 ,,-;!-'.1 
her female sensitiveness), _had great r,i ty on this poor people, r:i1-: ::.·., 
this dfr.ty slave labou~- had to ear!'\ ·:.hG'ir scanty living. Their 
monotonous chorus . songs sound:"!d g looc;ii J ·1 in my ears. Sad 1 y I tu.rr.od 
rour.-'. an::1 wont away to the more volous sphere of our smoking-::-oc:1, 
wi'-ie!'e-on~•of the passengers ':Vas gi··/lng 2.N2>.y a piano-recital. 

•. \ •. i 
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when we sailed into the Mediterenean the following day, passing the 
grey Turkish warships and my thoughts wandered again in the very 
distant past of the ·crusaders' War of 10_96 ti_ll 1217 against the 
Turks, the Tslamt I was then ten ye~ ~J:el. elftd. flt'/-i-M-agination was very 
strong also "due to Evelyn within" and I figured to myself the barbaric 
and cruel Turks rushing upon the Christian Cru,~ders with their sharp 
scimitars and of the brave Richard the Lion-hearted with his long big 
sword with which defended himself against a hundred Turke! But 
fvely(}-, within, didn·'t like these. creepy ideas and loved to think 
about-much more cheerful thoughts! 

And these ''She" got the next day when, passing the island of 
Cre.te ,(w.here 30 years later the -German~ eonqu.ed the English in the 
Second World War1), the passengers were entert41ntd with a masked 
ball and a show of Cinderella, in whieh I was pumltted to act too, 
but as Cinderella herselft •••••••••How eaa.???, .... 

Well, on a big Mail-steamer there were stveral families with 
boys and girls about my age between -tent~ fol.)J:'teon yeors, But of 
my early female upbringing by my mother before kindergarten-school 
I didn't like boys of my ~ge, because they were so w11d, unruly and 
played naughty tricks with each other. 

But on the other 'hand I had plenty Girl.friends of my age. 
One of my best girl friends from the first da~, was a 
typical tomboy-girl of 12 years called Nancy~ and her 
mother became a good acquaintance of my mother-. 

So we played always together and Nancy was lording over ma 
and calling me Sissy, because of my high-pitched Girl's voice and my 
soft white skin like that of my seven year old sister Dinah. 

But she was very fond of me and defended me when the older 
boys w.ere teasing .. me with my high .. pi tched voice. 

She was very impressed she told me confidentially by the 
unconsciousness of my fE:-~ininity. 

She liked to dress me by times in her own girl clothes and 
during lunchtime and dinertime of the adult passengers (the children 
below 14 years were eating an hour earlier), when her cabin was deserted 
by her parents, she took the short opportunity to dress me completely 
as a gir.l _and we walked then together along the long corridor between 
the cabins. 

And so on the occasion of the masked ball she suggested to 
her parents and mine to changecostunes, so that she would dress as a 
Prince (may be to gratify her tomboy feelings?) and I as Cinderella 
(which was very gratifying to my female charaeteri) 

This advanced plan of hers met with favourable approval by 
our parents and so I·was dressed in the costume of the lovely Cinderella 
with clothes of the available stock of stage-properties of the ships' 
steward se;t apar:t for such occasions as a masked ball, stage plays and 
suchlike performances and a lovely blonde wig with pipecurls. Only I 
had to borrow and to·wear giltleather ladies shoeswith high heels 
matching my mediaeval costune. 

\ 
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ut the narrcw high heels were about. four inches high, • so 
that I first had to zcco ... odo.ti:: nyse::.£ (never before ,I had walked in 
girl's shoes let alon2 with n&:::.ow high heels!) in walking with'these 
stilts • So Nancy le'- m_ i:o th: lifeboat-deck and then ·on this 
isolated deck of the snip s1e wc1.J.!·eci arm in arm with me, ·tiil I could 
click-clack alone without sprai ing my ankles. 

Nancy and I ·.vcre abot·t the same height because as a boy of 
ten years I was rather taJ..i. fo:r .1:1 age. 

Afterwards \·1hen I was ;,cr,·istorned with my high heels, ?ho b8-
-gan teach5.ng me the f::.rsr r.t'r:t~ u.~ d2r.cing and walzing for the big • 

evening to ensL,re my p2:r bi:-~ •,; 11cP. oi-1 th~ dance-floor of the fir st c 12-ss 
of the steamer was a g:t£oc:z:,·?\.:ccess.., 

ilancy w.:is dresse::! .:lf :. r2r..qso!'!1e Prince in blue velvet 
knee-breeches and flat hee~'3d ,h0e:; ;1j_th ·gil ted buckles on the insteps 
like shoes of a facke o:r icvt:i,,n- -\rd a small black moustache end a 

little pointed bea::-:L, A ::'2..:,l -·,:1.:: 1 ,-:. ' .• 1c-? with manly dignityc 

N nc,- ar-::1 I 2'.Tlll::e:o u, .. 7~.-:_ .. ~ 0• 1,:-2 .. endously, when at her 
parents dinocrt.' ·:~, i'la::~y .:..1 :ie:· . :l.:'.'~nts cabin dressed me up as a 
lovely gi:cl. 

•:;-;~, ha it is gre:-i.t f 1 •11 .. o have such a lovely girl friend 
as you \·'Jilli-? 9 Qarling~. 'o'l'r ci:~1!:·: 2:i::e so \'Jhite, as a real girls 
and you:~ ~~::,ut.il is so s'.ilc1l:i,; t'·,;1 r'.·:::. !dssed me on my lips., which 
ges-tu:·o g;,v2 r.e a pleas2n'· \'2.:i:1 ~::::r,s2::ion. I was still too young to 
realise t:·; s fr 1:bidden frul.T. _ a ._,,?:·:. But this was the first time I 
became r.sq ::=,:,_,.·'.:0 wj th tb] wn p.:.e.:--::rnt sensation of a tender kiss. 

Aftc::wz.i::ds ::.. tr.c jt.:::ic .... :..ass of ·this masked ball 11J·ancy and 
I got the firs~ pr=ze end everyone was vary surprised and amazed that 
after taking of:· our r,.-::::::-;_. C:..1'-:',..,~::dl..:. -:urnei,i out to be a boy, Me, 
and the very m2.:1ly ~rince -,. a:::- J., '; 3.'''.<:,y. 

OL..1.. i::..L•s·t: f'l . .1.. L,i.-,.1o.:.u V)-'t -\..2 1:'" "\ beautiful, so called 
Character-Doll, v·:1ic c:)Ulc 1 11~J0c 1•" ·nc: ·say "rnamma" with a t:.~ .. _:_c: ·J.:.c~ 
for Cinderella~ i.1 .... ~-rrec,,~!';~I. :-o:: "~r:c· ... :: the Prince a hockey-s':ick~ 
The Jury :::uppo:'?ed ·'i12': (0~-3L:.:c wc, ·:r··;: still wearing our masks 
during th,:, c:ist:--ib'J .. :~8.: 0-: rrd7.~::;. 2.".1. I coquetishly click-clacking on 
my very hi~:, tv:.c!i:.; 1)y·•:Jh5.,;.: I -~ •1.d .. ,··~ ·;1c:.lk otherwise than with 
sWjaying hips li!:e .:- se::y :. , 2?l :::~ - "J .. ··h my dangling ·pear eardrc,ps. 
Besides mv oreasts had bcc:1 $<ti-r:•·.:•_·a/.:c.U~,ta,1small·bra- fronnthe saira 
girl from who:n I hs.d b::r:c.c·;;~· t~i::: ; :.(.1 heels, to give me the 
appearance ol' si:~teen yea::cs 2 Cir;~.:;-·_ o lla. So the Jury suppos"d _ 
was a real te nangc girl t1nd ::-;::,,. ,"<> nut off our mask the hibritv 
was great and 'f 10 had a ·~11l'::r•,.~·· '\ 0: ·,·.~·--'.:::e • 

But r:cvcr min:..'ii !.::;! ... " '-'. a ".::omboy-girl, was very hc:.ppy with 
her hocr.:cy stic 1:, she co:U·'. 11 -:.~ ·;,- ! 1112nd and I was very hoppy wH:1 th::,, 
baaufiful doll~ I~ --. ~~o~sly my inner female charact~r and 
I kept the i:.J~l for yc<1r,.- ;: : ,_, __ ;--; 2 re:.1embrance of the festive nigh·c 
near t!n i:3lar'J of C:c-ct.c 
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But what impressed me most on that beautiful night near t~1, 

island of Crete, was the attitude of my mother, who after the 
distribution of the·_ prizes for the most original pair, in this ~asa 
for Cinderella and her handsome Prince, pulled me on her lap and 
while hugging and kissing me, said to my father: ''Isn'ts.1-ie lovely, 
our eldest daughter, fa.ther? A real lovely blonde teenager~", and 
saying this my mother remembered her dearest wish when I v1as d1..:c to 
be born, what I would be as a daughter, a little baby girl.- /\nd I 

• by stealth saw her brushing away a tear. 

And then she looked at my small feet in the high heeled 
gleaming giltcct Cinderella dancing shoes, and said: 'lTu1~.rling, • 
what a lovely small feet you now have in these Cinderella shoes, of 
of co"urse the P:. ince should have searched after the charming owner 0-f 
these lovely shoes left on the flight of stairs of his Palace after 
his lovely \51-onde dancer fled away to her humble home on the st:-ol:e 
of twelve~" 

I laughed very flattered by this works of mother abo...:t m/ 
small- feet, jumr.ect up and click clacked with s"iightly swayi~g hips 
to my Prince (Noncy) •. ,:10 came calling me for the next clance o J. as 
really iq·seventh Heaven. 

And this festival evening imprinted my Feminine Ci1ar2.::-ce:r for 
the rest of m.y _life. I became a slave to Evelyn, who later should sa·.,e 
my life from the horror of the Second World War. I )' ·c :-1;:::r T.V dee~est 
gratitude and thankfulness. 

My ,)z;rents and ·those of 1~ancy too, considered my f'!!,1sqt.:-::-.: •. :-." 
Cinderella with her blonde Wig and lovely guilted dancing shoes with 
thetr very high heels, as a waggery, as a comedy, but for ma Fers.)n3ll~' 
it was holy earnestness, I felt my self Evelyn, I was Evelyn~ e. 
lovely you~g girl. 

This festival evening on board the stearner "Ophi·:r•: w2.s -~he 
first ·occasion in my young 1ife on which I got acquainted •:d.th h 0£h 
hs::::~ . .;" And t_hi.s fact, 2' :_;c, in c.::mr.ecti~:-. with tt~ -:-r:--,~"0.t'c. 
atmosphe·r·e of . t_ha.t moonJi t evening with the sleepy making moc,o·~~" ;..,-_, 
thud~ing of the ships machines in my ears m:.xed with th.e m~~.c:di.eus 
tunes of the dunce band in my ears, contributed to bring rr:e in d~:e2c,y 
and passive mood in which I indulged with the strong influr.:1<.;e o:: 
N~;:'\cy's behaviour by considering me as her girlfriend. 

It produced in m•'.:! an unknown excited warm stimulating 
fee ling which I couldn't -,lace in my youthful brain. 

This was the beginning of my controversial cex appetil~ out 
not towards the opposite sex, in casu (cs a boy) to the girls, but in 
this s,rci2l case to "the girl within me0 • 

So to Evelyn, and to approximate or to approach "'.{:~{ 11 
; I 

had to dress Eke her and to click clack on narrow high hcc ls J.ib 
other young girls and feeling with delight the curls of my b.lor,d12 --~•ig 
tickling along my chaetcs and long slender neck. And th~ dar:c; 2.~ r!'J c:. 
my pearl eardrops on my earlobes, observing the make-up of ;;iy face ?n-:1 
f acing my dark-red painted lips in the mirror. So that .1H0~~.:it'.r::-:.: 
i<.dt r-,:1ysicall/ quite the same as Na,,,cy. An:..i .::lue to this me-i:.r:-~:::0r'l'.'i_.s 

, ' 

... 
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speaking with adults or older boys and accepted the ardent kisses of 
Nancy (the tomboy) as kiss0s of 2i: ol.d12r boyfriend. Her passionate 
kisses on my lips put me in an ecstasy. But on the other hand I 
didn •·t hold with the companionship of boys ( thoug.ljl myself being a 
boy too.) So no H0~osexual inclinatJons at all. You could compare 
the affection be:tween, Nancy. and: me-'..a&!-a-.'..~..J9e-~~;f.\!!·sbiari "LOVe :·· 

Our parting and farewell in Marseilles (where my family 
took the train to Paris and Amsterdam, while Nancy continued with, her 
family by. boat via Gi~raltar to Amsterdam)· was I never 
saw Nancy again, but I shall never forget her personality, She ~vas 
the one who awolrn my dormar.t feminity, She was'the .. Fairy who touched 
the sleeping Evelyn in my body with her ~egic Wand••••••••••••••••••• 

The L.P, record camB tc an znd and, I c·lick c-lacked with 
swaying hips to the turntable and s~opped t'.1e music·, 

Yes that was a lucky time that four weeks long sea voy~ge 
with :the Mail $teamer from Batavia (n~>VI Djakarta) v.:i.a Marseilles to 
Amsterdam (Holland) •• •• uMelan choly rembrances~ 

Such farreaching events in your young pre-adolescence put 
-their stamps on your further lif~. 

And I can 1·t think of them every time without being 
emotionally moved. 

And now I was sitting here in th.is black outed house of us 
as a single girl of 23 years. (but in reality 30 years later as a Man of 
40 years)e 

Then 'I thought of my twin-daughters now with my wife in 
Djakarta or Bandoeng, two lo\/0ly blondes of !l years. Imagine that 
you could see me now here sitting on the r~ttan bench as a l0vely· blonde 
girl with high heels,· Impossible. And now at present as I write this 
down I mu.st remember Jan Monis the Trans .. s2xual o!' CONUNDRUM, of whom 
! sent you the-Biography. Who was the aunt of his ~wn children and a 

.. 

sister of his own wife.L . .:n, in Feo.cuary 1-.-~ ::', I had the same feeling as "' 
being the lovely young aunt of my ow:1 d;.rnghters. AnJ I imagined that 
they were sitting on each side of me hure 0:1 the rattan bench, dressed 
in pretty frocks and lovely s'.1oes ~!1d s:1y;n9: "Yes Aunt Evelyn; Of 
course Aunt Evelyn~ U • .J 1 ~:- 1 .1 rm ,, J,L::Yt Evelyni 11 .... ,(no-t 
suspecting that I was their, i1 a you~g woman transformed Fatherl) 
I sighed and wished I VJas already i.n J::va~ reunited with my family • 

.. 

But then Evelyn asked my. attention again; ancr'I '.~ent to bed 
dressed in my silk light blu8 flowered 82by -Doll. In Evelyn's 
unde::wear , .. bra and stowed aviuy ~i~ni tAls in my abdomen, with my golden 
wig on my pillow, like a rec:l gorgeous young gir.l, longing for her 
absent lover. 

o•<>e••"•e-. ... ,, ..... ............. ",>~•,,~ • 
~;: liS \/:-?, G 
no·.1 liv0.~ -'~ r . 

" 

• • " • • • • •" • • • • • • .. • ~r, • 

;f .t J l :" ,,-:·1 • .. :.10 
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.:·. '.~THou~Hrs oN 1RANsVEsTisM, TRANS-sExuAurY ~-No· H~ooE·x-uli1:rtV·~;~;.. 
• 1 \ ;, ;",.': ... 

1. 

..... f"' 

· .... 
3. 

5. 

7. 

by ~aul~· -•·· .. ',,_-::·~:· 1: 1,. A··· 

Is TRANSVESTISM really divisible from TRANS-SEXUALITY? 
• • '". .•. 1 • ; ,·.· ,!. • + 

. TRANS-SEXUALITY (hereinafter called •111/s 11)· may· be''.defined 
• ·as being a deep rooted desire to be and tc/be- qGcepted as 

be longing to a sex oppos.i te to that irydicat_ed~i?Y tbe 
·individual's physical characteristics .andtin· particular, 
his ·external genitalia. • 

T/S is undeniably a state of mind, as such, affects the 
individual in a wide spectrun of differeht degrees of 
seriousness and intensity. These range from, for·example, 
a mild fee ling of dissatisfaction .wi-,th his allotted. 
physical· (sexual) role to ·a chronic and traumatic condition 
of unhappiness and despair. In the latter state he will be 
obsessed with the belief that Nature intended' him to be a 
woman and denied the ability to be so, he is often driven 
to anti-social acts, self-mutilation and in many ceses, 
even suicide. 

There are many symptoms and .manifestations of _T/S, most of 
which are of a behaviourist character. •• Of these,. • 
TRAN.SVESTISM (hereinafter called "TV ism") is tl;ie most 
common, indeed the main manifestation. 

If it is necessary to define TVism -it could. be .defi:ned, as 
"THE COMPULSION TO WE.AR OR AFFECT THE CLOfHING,A~D/CE 
OTHER SOCIAL SYMBOLS OF TH: OPPCSITE SEX including-, rnter 
alia, hairstyling, jewellery, watche~, cosme.tic.s:9.r ·tl)e· t 

adoption ._of a female christian name"•. • . •.. , . 

I believe that TRANSVESTITES (hereinafte~ c~lled TVs)-
• a'nd I include "partial'' TVs, ''name" TVs, female impe;sonators 
and female ·clothing fetichists, ;,rid all at .. so:l)e stage pf· 
Tran_s~xuali ty and that, according 1 TVism sho~ld not r-ey_l).Y. 

• tre· 're9arded as ·a separate ph~Q2!!;fill_on but as IT).~.-~..lY ·svme\£!:!lili.£ 
of the wider and more si.9.!liiicant conditioQ. 

It may be asked "why then do many - even most - TVs go 
through life apparently wholly contented with ~RE DRESSING 
~P (or even -1ess )?" . r•· 

To this one· can reasonably ask in reply "but are they.• really 
so contented?" 

~. , ,Theil; so-called "contentment" may weil be accounted· for by 
some or all of the following factors:-
(a) The desire to "he of the opposite sex " may be very 

mild or, indeed, unsuspected (subconscious); 

(b) They may have been able to exercise an important -
and usual - degree of self-control at an early stagP.; 
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(c) They may be effect:vely held back by the powerful 
restrictive pressuYes of family, social and economic 
conditions or of cornm•nal life in the Services; 

(d) An ingrained feqr of pushing forward, too far, the 
frontiers pf personal knowledge and experience; .,·r 

(e ). -The'_ sublimation opporturii tie; offered by the organised 
f ant-asies of TV group' act:ivi ties, specialised 
literature, theatrical' shows of a TV character and 
corre£pond with other TVs. ('(et me say at o~ce that 
I approve in gencr;:iJ_ of these sublimations and 
believe that they ~¤~p and sustain many TV/TS people 
- far more, certa~n:.y, than they spur on to furthc:::-
excesses). ---·····-·-

(f) The ability of what 'i~ admitted-ly·:-a minority of TV/TS 
people to. go abo.ut in pub lie in woman's dress and be 

, geh~t,:a_l.{j Atite'pted'l_or, .X~.: •• 1eas t soci 11 y tolerated. 
This -ad/n"i tte_dly • c2rr ti:c:d ·to deeper. and increasing 
• • ·.- :.: , ' •• ,• ··.:--,r:-,i ··:1·_:·,,, ·, ,fl·- • . · • degre~~e-f.:.-'ge1,cl~~'l::-s:s-~1:-::.·s-f ac t-1on but, in genera 1, I 
think ft" produc(/s"' a 'sfi:t::.c'. contentment - for those who 

• 1/. ' 1-~ ' are aqJ.e fo ··avoid troi...blG with law, at any rate~ 
..... /! . ... r~ . 

·8. As suggested ·above·, it ma;y well be that the seemingly 
contented and wel_l-adjusted 9 controlled TV/TS has not,- in 
fact, really learned to control and live with his condition, 
at allt He may well have hidden his real attitudes and his 
basic behaviour csep unde= a social mask, behind locked doors, 
even confining them to a separat~ and secret existence. 
~y examinationi as Executor, of the persorial effects, 
pictures, writings etcetera oz an elderly-military figure of 
so:ne d_istinction and a pillar of the Establishment, after his 
d_eath, was most illLtminating in this _respect. It showed 

··conclusively fha·t not only 12 d h? been - almost entirely in 
secret - a TV/TS from a very early age, but that he had, in 
p:dva·~-.: and L • J-:1 :::-.::.:.~ • .:;:.::::..::-::· :!.ndeed with irrlpressive 
thoroughness, acted out th8 life and a range of experiences 
of a woman. FJrthermore, h~ had supplemented this sublimation 
by voluminous correspondence and literary and artistic 
attempts, almost wholly transv0stite in character and of 
amazing salacity~ •• • - ••• •• ·- • • • 

9. • This -le2.ds me to say that my i:1timate and personal 
ob~ervations on TV/TS friends a~d acquaintances convince me 
that that what they say •• ,.,r_d probably believe - about being 

·wholly satisfied with their eY.cursions into drag ( "just for 
fun, you know -- can kick th_ ';2bit ~nytime I like!") can only 
be accep·:.:ed vii th a consh.:01 z.~ie degree of reservation. 
To; ·sum up - "scratch a TRA l"3\fESTITE and you find a 
TRANS-SEXUAL"~ 

lOn It is often asked· what relatio;1-hip, if any, there is between 
TRANS-SEXUALITY (especiull, wl er,, still limited to mere 
"dr.asing-up") and HOM031=XUALEY (hereinafter referred to as 
"H/S II). 
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··A v:ery good question, ·ind~edt But before we can discuss 
it .we need to be c-learly_:agreed ·upon what pr.e~isely we 
mean by ,i'H/S". As thi11gs presently are·; ·it seems to have 

. different boundaries for differe·nt pe6ple - psychiatrists 
':~!,JC l1,J9~d_1 • • ,· . • 

-12. .. The "'Oxford Pocket Dictionary of Cµrrent English - 1969 
. . 'Edition 1' 1 defines the adjective HOOO:iEXUAL as; 
:_ • • HAVI.l\1G A SEXUAL ffiOH::NSITY FCR FERSCNS OF Tl£ SME SEX 

ana the . included noun PROF£NS ITY is defined as A !ENT ffi 
FERMANENT .INCLINATION OR Pi1EDISP05ITION. 

, • - .- • Taking ___ these two definitions together we can come to the 
conciusi6n that to be a homose·xual you must be sexually, 

. . . , inc·linecf and, on a permanent basis towards persons of the 
.,·. , same ,sex~ • In· other words, if you perform what are usually 
•• ·:-_,.,,' '·re.g~;rded·as acts of a homosexual nature 1 c.asua.lly, 

• • ·-·~-..,-• occ·asional1y- and_ without .a sexual bent ·.for. such acts 
~c 'THEN.YCJ!!·DON'T QUALIFY A_f> A H/S~ This, I )guess, lets most 

of you off .. the hm,k! _It atso means that any connection 
t,.,1,~,.., : between TRA:-.JSEXUALITY (and its .handma-j,den, TRANSVESTISM) 

<,;; .... ·1 ... • 

.. .. and Hq~OOEXUALITY is .. "purely co-incictent?l" • 
• . ! ,I .. . ' I I " .. 

BUT :_ do:es the definition of HQIA03EXVALITY now require 
te-~xaminatidn, up-datil)g and, perhaps, even radical 

-·e'xten~'ion? Is. the present defini ti'o~ as set out above a 
realistic one? Should we not think deeply about this -
and· the other nightly shadows on our pillows? Does it not 
merit discussions with a'll those distant voices we hear a 
moment before sleep? • 

What do YOO think ? Or do you.prefer not to? 

EDITRESSIAL CO~TI.EHT. 

Hell what do ycu thin1r? 
This article,Seahorse thought deserved a sl1ort comment, 
,:ye prefer to publish all material presefilted, providing 
it's not pornoeraphic of course. 
\[:1ilst this is excellently worded we c·onsider some of 

• the argument to be fallacious. 

Linking transexu.ali ty, homosexuality and transvestist1 
into one,is in our opinion·, rather akin and has the 
same problefl of preparing a 1~eal for cats, dogs, 
tigers and cows, ond selecting grass for them all,on 
basis that the majority of rniuals are herbivorous. 
Yfhich I suppose is n lon1; way round of sayinG that 
Seahorse does not completely aG;e~ with the conclusions-
reached ..... 
AGain can I ask just what do you tliink???'??'? 

X Kl( XX XX+.'<-

i 
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JULIA'S STCRY 

by Julia -

It was an ordinary sort of week night and, as usual, I 
went to the hotel for a few drinks but I felt different and I really 
knew that this was going to be a hight that I would probably never 
forget. 

I left tbe hate 1 earlier than usual and went to my flat. 
I was expecting Jenny a little later for dinner so I showered and 
then sele~ted what I was going to wear criticiallyJ I put on a white 
bra and white bikinie panties and thought how much prettier they 
looked and felt than the first pair of panties I had bought anly 
about four years before. 

A~ter putting my make~up and blonde wig on I dressed in a 
long white floral dress with a round neck and flared sleeves. 

When Jenny arrived we had tea and cuddled for a little 
while. She sensed what I really wanted and encouraged me. "You'd 
like to go out for a few drinks, wouldn't you, Julia?" she said, 
~nowing my desire. 

I wanted to, but felt anxious about it. Until now I had 
never let anyone see me but I had been out in the car a few times 
with Jeryny. 

"Let.s' go for a drive", I replied and freshened my make-up. 
Jenny did -likewise· and then we picked up our handbags and went down 
~tairs and left tbe home unit black in Jenny's car. 

I didn't have to tell her where to go, she knew and pointed 
tbe car towards Bondi Junction where there is a little wine bar whick 
caters for the camp trade. 

The drive tool: -the best part of half an hour and my heart 
beat was eno1.:gh times for a normal day during that time. It seemed to 
be really pounding and I think I felt my bra stretching and contracting 
about one inch every quarter of a second. 

We stopped opposite the bar and watched for a few minutes 
before Jenny tried to ease my anxiety. She put her arms around me 
and we kissed deeply as a pedestrian passed by and I remember saying, 
11Look out, he will think we are Lesbians," and then we both laughed. 

• We both realised that Lesbians were much more acceptable to our 
society than I was, a man who dressed whenever possible as a woman. 

For the previous six months I .:ad worn panties only and had 
recently started to shave my chest and my legs. 

In the privacy of my flat, I dressed in pretty clothes and 
had several feminine nighties • 

. . . . , ... . . . Jenny decided to go in and look around before I got out of 
the car. She quickly returned and said that it wasn't very crowded, 
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but there wasn 1-t any female impersonators there. She said Peter, a 
male stripper who we h2.-::l • spoken to briefly before when I was dressed 
normally v1c:cJ 'her~ 2.nd she thought that if she asked him to come in with 
us it would be okay. 
; .. ~:-: .. -::.~c ;~ 

.. ; i .. -. , , - .,_:She went back and returned with Peter a few minutes later and 
,- ~~D'.~':··11 • f.~_s_ -doomed~ ! haC: rei:lched the point of no return. 

I got out of the car as elegantly as possible, but I could 
feel what seenod to be millions of eyes on me. We crossed the road 
qu::..ckly and waLrnd in wit: Peter who took us to a table towards the 
b2.c.1( of t~8 bc1;r and we sz·t do'N1~. 

I s:-.t dead strai9ht with my legs under the table and 
d idn I t ~.ool< arou d at il 1::., I fumbled in .my handbag to find some 
IT'.or .• ~y ar.~ evontually shakily I found a $5 note which I gave to Jenny 
fo:c o•.i:- drirt:s. As we sipped them I slowly felt more confident and 
turnec:. around in my chaL: and crossed my legs. While some people 
lo:)kcJ 2t !:le~ they wE:rn 1 t inquisitive looks, just normal people 
l1;.10:< it.g c~:~ 01..i.:-.J i:: 

A'" rr:y -:. )~ :fi.Jence grew I eased my dress up slowly to 
reveal the l&ce trim of my long slip which to me is very feminine. 

I w;:.~ about to get up and buy a second drink at the bar 
wh':!n time was unfort1mate).y called. That would have been a reai test 
to go to the bar myself, but I wi 11 be doing that sometime. 

As we l':!ft and walked· across the street, I received a 
r.umr-er of wol:: i:hi.stles but I did'1' get all that uptight about it. 
It w2s such a ~r2n~ndous relief to have done this, to go out and be 
acceo~Jd ~s I ~~s, it ~ss really something. 

The dri VG hor c re !axed me a(Jain and as we changed into 
nigh ti,,- <1.-:rJ go·: i. to be. both Janny 2.nc! I knew that tonight had 
ro_ie ~1 so nuch tans~o~ that it wa~n't funny. 

The FEiITlTT.(t-::J7 ,,, A fe•.·: cc:::m:m son it 1 s size. 
or 

rr..1:e"J. J._e0~~-C:i ves more. 

q~re:i:' the l.::.st yLar or s "~-~1e r;;.pia increases in patage and paper costs 
have -:acl.e it e :.;cntial to l::.:J.ve u close look at the utilization of the 
ccnLntJin "'..;.:::: i.;.:i.c;azine. I 1v8 wan-~ to avoid "cram.pin§" the pae;es it's 
f'. .. r t-o d:~f::iu.l t to rs::td . Instead we have began using a smaller 
.type fr,8i:ri:.; ::'.'•:1_ have le~10thc1'-aa -l_;he ·:JTi:.·ug by an extra five lines. 

AJ.tl10 ir;·,_ ::. :~ ,~. y :i.00 1- S!:!.<...:'..: : .. ,~( th.i.::: sounds like an advertisement for 
'.l,.:r::: ;e;:;..::L\T,":fJT uo~1:.:~Ps i"t:t!:3?jjY) the content has greatly increased. 
•~~1-::! bigc;~.Jt ~-:~ :::. 1.:.c ( r:ign-wisc) was nuini;;;- 5 , a total of 4~- pa 6es, 
::..:.1 comp:=i.r.i.,:;io·1 l:u;'.l~s::.c 10 r::i..:!.:1.. be 34(it rc1aybe 36 it's not quite finishedQ 
·.:,11t; in Cv3T:;Jif'~ : . .-~:;.:; r.o 1 c,q_u:.:..2.1 to 46 pages. I find that just as 
hard to beli6ve as : ... --01 ,. protE.bly do . .................................... . 
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.l-1;1]1:RS IQ THE EDITRESS 

Dear Editress, 
I am writing to you for several reasons, the main one I 

guess out of lonliness and i-.-:-ustration, secondly I have found that in 
the past I have noticed that by writing about TVism (even writing to 
myself) has helped ease te~sions, and the third reason will reveal 
itself as I write. 

First, allow me to introduce myself. My name is Bill 111111 
(alias Michelle). I am 27 years of age, married witha beautiful 
12 month old daughter. To take a short cut with my story (as my 
history of cross-dressing goes back to when I was 10) allow me to 
start about 4 years ago when I first met Judy (now my wife). I 
thought I was cured of this dreadful disease, as 1 was very much in 
love. We made plans for rn2rriage and became engaged. I left my 
entire wardrobe of feminine 2,pparel on the doorstep of the St. 
Vincent de Paul Society one evening and closed, what I felt sure of 
then, the doorway of transvestism behind me. We were engaged for 11 
months and married for six months before I felt the familiar need to 
cross-dress again. 

During that prior 17 months J never once dressed nor felt 
the need to dress as a girl. Certainly I admired women who wore the 
type of clothes I preferred to wear and who obviously enjoyed being 
women; but any faint twinge of jealousy was soon put to the back of 
my mind when Judy was in rry ,:resence. She was my ideal of femini ty. 

In the first few months of marri§g!"' it was a sheer joy for me 
to see my wife dress in the morning or undress at night and slip into 
"something more comfortable". Not long after this I -just had to try it 
out again and did so whenever the opportunity arose. It didn't take 
long for me to realise that I had re-opened that door and I doubted if 
I would ever wish to close it again. 

I guess I am a -~ypical transvestite. When the need to dress 
must be suppressed, then+~~ ~eeling of lonliness and d~pression is at 
it's peak. 

I knew very 15.ttle about the subject and knew only one other 
T .V. who in my mind was N, excellent candidate for a sex-change 
operation. "She" unfortun-"te ly knew about as much as I did on the 
subject a.o I was still loft i&ith my problem.· 

One day I read in 11Truth" about a married T .V. whose wife 
knew of and approved of he:!'.' husband's ways. The article of which I 
refer to was in Father G10,:or' s page and the reply from Fr. Glover Wa'.-
as I recall rather sympathetic on the subject. This gave me nevJ heart 
so I wrote to Father Glover and asked him to pass my namq and address 
on to the T .V. concerned. He turned out to be a member of ;wur club, 
Robyn _e_ 

I had decided at this stage that I would tell Judy about my 
TVism but to do this I had to know a lot more about the subject. 
Robyn was able to help me there. I even spent a weekend with Robyn's 
family when Judy was aw<J.y- This was the most enjoyable weekend I've 
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ever experienc. .. cJ.., -y learnt q£: the ex.ist~nce of th~· Seahorse Club, I 
learnt of its' ;nembers and its ,-;euse and r.iay :r say I was most impressed. 
I read the boo~ by V~-rgini;;i Cht1:•·lcs Prince entitled "The Transvestite 
and his ·wife"· and I' :felt ~: was a::; we 11 equipped as I would ever be to 
tell Judy. 

I sp1ant· many· :,lo:;eples:, niohts ~-:ondering how to go about 
telling hei:,,•· S~e· _v1as 6 or 7 months prec;a.nt- at this. stage. so I decided 
to de°iay tellin·g her· until aftei th:: birth. 

T.t w.asn ! t until about 5 rro.,ths after the birth that I made 
my reve latior.,, I :Pe-1-'·, :t:.e t::.me Wi:f-:; :: :.c:;h :, l :;~J::;e we were very much in 
love,. my care::..c was p1.·0·1ing 'i;;.se 1.f -::;: ::i::-..,L.,11~, we had not long moved· 
into our nev-r hor-.} ;,nd itle· h~.1• a. !J·0.~t:t~.:i:• .. ,:'. ba::y daughter named Karen. 
Then the bottc.;m fell ou'~ of O1li: v,o::-;.d., I .-,·as accused of being 
homosexual v: .. ich hurt· Ti'' g-:-,::.;~::.l / :.:i,ic:,·_:;;:.} :ll ~r11Jugh I sympathise with 
homosexuals 1 have neve:r ::·:cct: --:':!::: r.o.· have I ever wished to practice 
homose.-<uali~ ... v., I asker'.· .1 ,_, 1 .i/<: tc re-~ 1 L2rature on the subject but 
;;he refused s·c,.L::.ng it ,.:e:: :•• -~-';'-;:;,, 

s.s::,t i.n th.: s::·a,··i -- ,o::i 
didn't slee. uLto I d.L.:lr't :_:_~Tl:? 
led a rathe1- .:-.~.d~e:i:-ed childhood and 
doing well ·'.:1 ~heir masculine NOT. jr.},:,. 
a school te· • .:-. 

t:"'~', .. ~<~·.t, Judy went to bed but 
i,c ;:- for her reaction because she 
had tw•1 older brothe::-s who are 

One is in the Army and the other 

--: • 1s lucky fo talk .:r1...Kiy ,;:,1t of leaving rr,2 (she bought train 
tickets thu -.~;,;-_. C.:ay). • 'I" had pro:r.tse her I would never indulge in 
cross-dres~:1.,·-<i rg ,.in. •• At the t.:.mc I believed I could keep that promise. 
Only anoth;?=. ·:· ."f wou-J.d have. knc:N:1 I could not. 

i • • 

St,.c t~s~, I ~ave ~Tess 0 ti in secret occasionally. I 
daren't rai::;c t.'..c subject of ·:1'ism,. We quarrel quite often and although 
Judy has nevc ".' rncntioncd TV ii:;· • ., .. f :;: "rn sure it is never far from 
her t~ought~, i11y p:roblein a·: Y~-~.--:,~~ "~<. . "· that I love-my wife and 
daughter ve:~f. r. ... v::::-., I •• :t! ·r .:.'c:i,inin".:! clothes.very much 
however I c ___ ,.vL ., ;Vt,. - . .-..• ·:;:£ .L L~'- , • :::-.:... ,· S'J that Michelle 
may appear :1..n tl,"'· .:::vr;i1~nris a"'-: 1:;_r.ke0d'" k.y,n I l0s0 mv wife- and • 
daughter. J' . ::.t, •.·1.:.i.:. :n·_, <-:::'ci.ly :i: ·:•i1.: :.:i~•~ Micheile and. finish up 
with ulce"".'F • ·: :-:-c c:.~--~~·c -~·:;tr,~:::::_ r.,.,, ·;r .1-:::. .. r::;:,rri•ect Judy wi thbut te Hing 
her all aboL:t .~·) ~,:_::_·:::··. ,;:' ·:·.m.:. :. :.v~---.:;·· ·i:.hc.:.::? was no need to and I 
ran the odd:.:; on:.:-·.:-': ,)f· 1J'i.1.r·c; !'°'..:.·; • ' 

I 
If ev, • I 2 , . ,,' i: ::.~ t.:.0:1 • .. ,, buy a whole new .wardrobe 'for 

Michelle th~n :·c .. ):°: m'-1 ·:: ~:-. .;;_ U-J:'?s w:. tl be to join you:r,-club. I would 
fee 1 rathe:· c :;_;1 i:'.::d to thin;~ _c-c·vc,. i:igs ou·i: in Syd_ney with your mem.bers. 

I i1Ct1tioricd ear]~.:::.c r<,y tr-.~rd re·-~,n £or \Jriting would reveal 
itself as i •:,.r.·~~. t,1y f-::~•:tr:'J-: .,..::g ·,·1--i::it '.1.o throu~h--a club such ~s· 
yours ~:h2·,. !-•• .-01 ·--. c.\Vc:,·0,n:-';_; 1:t./ •. 0 2~k p..;,s-• :::.:.8, A:i..1. heterosexual 
TVs kn:w . -, •. ·,ism is a i! .... "' •. 3~-.. ,:, ton oi ho:noscxuali ty. Society's 
atu·;;.uJcs , ::'1 •11 a.:-c v:-1.y n,,T)"N r:indf :i ,in subjects SlJCh as .this. 
If on~./ ·.ir· ·.~)EC coi..-.ld .tJ t.:-i 1;;,.Yc. w>1y a tv ~s a TV theA I' and a lot of 
TVs lil~f• :-: 1 , • rn.n: :.· br • ir; -:.'1-:) r.::0d:~srur.ent ,,,c are~ I reaJise r:1m not 
the on:1.y •• ' ·.~:,;;i my p!'obloms. \°i:-iat "( 'm t::-y ing 1.o say is keep up the good 
work. ~:·. •. -· ..,.:ke mor<~ c.•·.:· ... ':,_.;·!, shovm and ,1e1i1'.:;pa;_>ers items. We are 



-

'-
-~-

in desparate need· of more public awareness and I have proved through 
my business (Real Estate) that pub.lie awareness is achieved through 
ad.vertis ing. 

I guess I've said what .I- set -out t.o say. I know you are 
busy with the club and your private lives but if time permitted I 
would love to hear from you. Meanwhile keep up the good work. 

Miehe lle. 
*********************** 

I herewith enc·lose my entry in the name contest, It aL 
started when I first .j oi'ned Seaho.r.se, I found that I had to have a 
femme name and. surname. I had thought of myself by several first 
names,, but now I had to choose one and stick with it. 

So what was it to be. The old ones did not really seem to 
suit me, so thinking-cap_- on.· It was during this period one of my 
work mates got the habit' of ·calling me Paul, At first I did no·:: take 
much notice, till one evening a couple of days later. I was all dressed 
up as I felt I must, not that I was going anywhere, you know the 
feeling. Anyway the name Paul came back into my mind and then it 
clicked why not Pauline. So I looked at myself and thought YES~ you 
look like a Pauline. So I was born partily, 

Right, thats -my first nsime thats easy. But what about my 
new 3urname. It had to be something eosy to remember and also be a 
personal contact with my other self. So I thought hard about my own 
surname and thought there was nothing I could to that, other people 
will work back if a lette~stray. So back t~st name, of 
course, 11111 a male, so --1, and· so Pauline 11111111111111 was born. 
Sorry its not very exciting or anything, but its tru,e. 

Another suggestion that may help new members like myself" 
Would any member who, b·efore finding their right size in clothes, have 
be willing to pass on to others ·anything that does not fit. . . 

I have two dresses size 18 and 16 for any member that ma~· 
like them. They are only cheap ones but may help someone to bui ,.a ·-r 
their wardrobe. Even more so .if their money is very limited. My c.:1· 
dress size is 14. 

Keep·up the good work with Femminique, I enjoy reading it-
As yet I have not met up with Robyn al though we have been in cont.::ict~ 
I hope to do so very soon as the things that have prevented it in t~e 
past are cleaning up. One of which was cold feet • 

.. Pauline-. 
~*'lHI'*****~****** 

Just a few lines to let you know I'm still plodding on. I 
hope your family and you are well. Thank you for putting my vjew ir1 
No. 7 magazine. I enjoyed the "Family Te1le" by Wendy - may L".! a ~=t 
nea~ to home but very clearly written. 

Lynda ard I have been going about and having some very enjoy-
able outings. Occasionally we have been met while out by our frier.ds an~ 
this t·:0 both fee 1 enhance·s our image - especially in our regular hauntso 
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I haven I t seen anything of the "Captain" or his shadow. 

Brian J. what a relief. 

Sybil our "Green lion Angel" (Linda and I) anyway sorted 
us back out for our first "ball". There were at least 10 or 11 in 
our party which made a great outing for all. A group called ''The 
Gay Deceivers II did a few floor shows . I don't know whether you have 
seen them but I thought they were very good and their costumes were 
beautiful. I think Linda is sending you photos taken at the ball .• 

Also please find enclosed $10.00 money order for my 
membership renewal and magazine. Sorry I'm late, bute time seems to 
be slipping by faster these days and I'm getting older and slower. 

Well, kindest regards to all over there and happ~ TVing. 
Patricia_, 
Adelaide. 

*r***~********a***~******* 
At some time in the dim distant past, dear brother was 

employed as a conductor by the N .S .W. Railway Department. At that 
time Sis was a nameless wench, just beginning to demonstrate her 
dissatisfaction to being continually supressed. 

It was a hot night, the train was packed and as usual the 
air-conditioning seemed to make the atmosphere in the carriages even 
more opressive. Forward in car two were a group of snobs, the upper 
crust of Toorak. Cars five and six were packed with migrants for 
Bonegilla and car four was overly endowed with almost drunken sailors 
returning to their ship in Melbourne. Ana the train rattled on, the 
wheels issuing forth their endless indecipherable message; rickety-
rack, rickety-rack. 

With no understanding of their language, it seemed to 
take hours to re@rganise the migrants into groups of family and 
friends ,. curse those people in the booking office. Most of the 
snilo:r:-s hnve given up their mischievous battle against sleep and 
those arrogant bitches up front have finally settled down far a 
couple of hours. Peace at last~ 

Back in the conductor's compartment dear brother relaxes 
and makes another attempt at a half read book. The heroine in that 
book was one Robyn la Strange and in some of her escapades she 
assumed a masculine disguise ( the junk some people read). It was 
so easy for dear brother's self to inentify with the heroin~,. Some 
time later when "other self" had fought and foiled all the baddies, 
reality beckoned as the train was fast approaching Albury ar.-1d many 
passengers were to disembark. 

Cars four and five seemingly produced tons of luggage that 
had to be removed from behind the seats. The excited chatta-:1r from so 
many foreign tongues soon became a monotonous gabble and by closing 
my ears to it and concentrating hard, I became aware only ofl~ th9 
frantic messages emanating from the wheels of the carriage; rickety-
rack, rickety-rack. Past the bleary-eyed, grog requesting 5Gailors 
whose taunts were being drowned out by the incessant roar fnrom below; 

.. 
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rickety-rack, rickety-rack. And n:1 to car two. 

"Young man, give me my coat'', rickety-rack. 
"Help me with my cases laddie"~ rickety-rack, rickety-rack. 
"Conductor, get my oag", RICKETY-RACK, RICKETY-RACK 

There is a messaget The wheels, they are telling me 
ROBYNS QUEEN, ROBYNS QUEEN. With a happy, regal smile I ruled over 
my little kingdom imagin:i.ng that the passengers were my subjects. 
Thereafter, whenever liie became a burden, refuge and solace was 
easily found within myself as Queen Robyn. 

And so it vie.::, C.t'!~T. friends that Sis was named. And so it 
is that Robyn still ruJe:., with one exception. f{obyn neyer made it 
as a Queen, jus~ a Pri~;0ssc 

Robyn. 

Poets Corner.. . . (rep1:intea flora the Beamont Bulletin. ) 

MY DAY (with apolocies to \:ordsworth) 
I wandered lonely in tl:c croHd 
Cautiously c;lancinG up and dovm 
I felt so nervous yet sc proud 
6n my :first journey in··~o tovm 
i Iy skirt '£ ell soft, abo 0 r8 HJ knees 
Flutterin.?; c<::ntly in tl1e l~reeze. 

·18.kin0 -c,ry vmy f::ccn shop to .:;hop, 
i.:y heart was 1 oo.tinG 0~1 so fast 
110n: goodness me-: is that ;vy wife?" 
i./i th 11ead ·::iel::1 J.o •• I hurried past 
tl ., t - • 1·1~.=. ~c·ni· ~'?11 I -:,11oui,l1t .. ;:..y mus .L 2.:: i:; J._,._, v- _ v = 
111 I 1:1 far 10re likel·r to ;~et caueht 11 

'•.ii th bolde~ c c·.:.r •• :-r::.dc r-.y way 
Into a sto:', ti.a~ stn d :1carby 
A : unc; GirJ. sr.c.lecl nt ue and r.,id 
lt\Jould 'r,~hu lil;: . 8. chHG ·-';;o tI"J 11 

This ras ·1uc h T!l')re +;hci. :;:: <lared hope, 
I wondered- n I renl~y cope. 

I chang?i in~o that levelly dress 
,nth nylor :.rills ::md lets of lace 
T}1e r:ti.rror U ere reflected all 
~he ho.ppi:;: ec., upon ry J:cce 
The s2.le3 5irl m.urro.ur l~. with deli[Sht 

noh nadn.m: That suito you riGht.n 

I boug.YJ.t the dress und ;1 ::~:-ied out 
'rhe n.inutes sped by ·uch too fast 
Oh: l1ow I ·.vishe<l it wou.ld not end 
The day I :t'ou11d r.i;. scJ.i' 2.t last. 
Of one thii1G I 1 u real l~' sure 
I 111 'Je a girl for eve~~ H0re. 
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HENDY1S FORUr.i 

, . 
The Seahorse scene in Sydney has been reasonably quiet in the last few 
months, a ter.1porary pause between that state of winter nadness and the b 
beg:Lr_ming of the Chistmas and New Year whirl. 

A 11straight party was held by Irene a..."'ld Renee -s at thier home in 
early October and we were able to welcome new members Di Ward and Helen 
- together with their respective wives. This form of party has been 
a consistent': success for U!3 in Syilney and I strongly recommend the format 
to all groups in other B.reas.The September and October 11femine11 evenings 
followed their usual pleasant course with new members appearing at each 
evening. 

The purpose and format of our November pa;rty was however very much dif-
-ferent to all previous parties. The party was held at Dr Neil Buhrichs 1 

home, his house becoming the set for the filming of a seement for the 
Sydney A.E.C. programme 11Nationwide 11 

Filming for this segment started around 4-30 in the afternoon when Trina 
and myself met the crew from the A.B.C at Circular Quay. It was a teribly 
windy afternoon and our composure was constantly tested by the knowledge 
that our wigs v.ere being whipped up into some form of improvisecl 110.fro:,_ 
style. The A.B.C. Director had intended to hide t~1e camera 1:ian in a car 
and film peoples reaction to us e.s we walked throuGh -~he city streets. 
He dropped the idea, his explanation bein5 somewhat of o. bach handed <Jom-
-pliment, he said we looked rather different to wha~ he had ima~ined 
and felt that people would nmt react in tr.e manner expected. 

Vle went to the N !S. W. Art Gallery and shot so1:J.e film of Trina and myself 
wa1!ting around outside the gallery. Around 5-30pr.i we went back to Circular 
Qvay to film some 11Vox-:Pops 11(spontaneous man in the street interviews). 
\.7hen we arrived , I noticed that the handrail is decorated at two r:1et:re 
intervals with caot iron seahorses a.'1d naturally sor:te filn was talcen of 
these to edit i·,1to the openinc.The crew then ber;an to stop people o.nd o.sk 
ther..\ about their feelingf;; und reactions ·t0,, -.eds ~.L·a ........ rv_,stism. ~1rina and 
reyself were sta.nd!iu1g about ten metres behind the persons being interviewed 
and we were .f'orrninc_; • ,rt background for each intervie,1. All of the people 
ini tial]y interviewe"' passed reasonably favourable cormnents on tra.nsvest-
-ism, so it wan rl ec:1.ded· to attempt to :find someone who would prove i.10:re 
ontae:;onistic in order for us to enter the interview and answer some of 
the deroc;ato::-y comments. I:aity of the uost conservative looking types 
were approo.ched anc: C']_uestioned, after an hour we gave up, nobody intervi-
-ewed had eny caustic comments to pass and we were left with no case to 
answer. 

This may perhaps provide a little food for thought for those of you who 
are v,orried about the consequences of discovery by frj_ends or neighbours, 
these days it appears that the vast majority of people really don't care 
enough about our sitv.ation to become aggressively excited, The crew packed 
up dovvn at Circular Quo.y and set out for il'eils llome where a number of 
members with friends and wives had arrived, incidentially everybouy pre-
-sent had been inf'orm'3d that the camera crew vrould be there. A lengthy 
interview was i'ilmed trl. th Br Neil Du.ririch ai:1d tl1en the filming was 

.. 
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was finalised by an interview wi t:--1 '.t.',~ina, Susan, J aannette and eyself, the 
people present at the party providing visual and -audible backgroung. 
As has become customary we insisted on a preview of the proposed segment 
and we feel that once again we have been treated fairly and that another 
step has been taken in presenting a true image of transvestites to the 
general public. 

Our Christ1nas end New Year activities began with a straight party on the 
6th December, then followed our nremm.e" Christmas party on the 13th 
December. He ·are taldng a breather then for a few weeks until a di:mer 
party on l'Tew Years Eve at a :-..... ther conventional style resturaunt in the 
city, the proprdletor always greet3 U$ very cordially and is not the 
least perturbed by the prospect of a large party converging on Hew Years 
Eve. I may have quit a deal to report from the festive season in our next 
issue of Feminique. 

1Jow I will clos_e by wishing all of you a Herry Christmas and a Happy Hew 
Year. 

J(i( X )! XX XX)()( l( XX)()()()( X )( )( )( )( ~~-x-lH!-·X-::--¥.-~H l( )( X )( )( X )( X )(XX XX)()( lE )( X )( )( X )( l( l( 1( )( :< l( X )( l( )( )( 

THE 'IBEASURER SUr.iS r:? (?]R ACTIVITIES IliI 1975 

.by • Jeannette -

If one was to sit in the bacl::g:tou.'1d just watching Seal1orse in 1975, it 
would be a very impressive sirsht. Jt has been a year o~ new members, 
eood publici t'IJ-and a. greater 2cccptance by the general public. Seahorse 
has reached the stage now where it cannot look back, but only further ah 
ahead, to yrt more members and p,-reat0r acceptance, whilst of course still 
keeping in mind security and the r;uidelines of the club. 

So if you are wondering, as a mcmb0.r, how you can help us to·leap forward 
to 5l'eater heights in 1976 let ne o::fer a few suggestions. At this stage 
though I must put in plug for that ol:t favourite FEES. Response has 
been very good to our P~-..,,:_ -~o :::;c:-:d. :-:: ,iT a.Y1.nual subscription in but we 
still have me.rq outstanding. 

If perhaps you are still wonder:i.n,; nhere your money goes,· I will attempt 
to put you in the picture with a f2Y: quick facts. 
There is always a mnimur,1 of fou:r I~::1:Lnique magazines sent out per 
year. Each issue costing ~360.00 to produce and another $00.00 to post 
to more thru1 200 members. Ar-other extremely important part of the clubs 
activities is publicity, which incluC::.ed advertisements, printed circulars 

sent out to medical ptacti tioners, j_nfor11ation and magazines distributed 
to those who enqire. All of this cor,1es to more than $500.00 a ygar. 

There are many r.iore e),..1.)enses, s1-~:: as correspondence to members and 
answering enqt.ti.reries to peopl!': w;10 n::iy wish to Join. These expenses and 
others I will list in a fom"'.l f'i.:::--nc:'..a.l peport., around about April 
of next year. 

Now so much fo::::-fees, onto somet-:ir_g fur more exciting .....•......... 
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As y9u probably read in Trina's Editressial about the Seahorse Serainar 
in_ "'1976, well I've been given the job ·of. organizing the evenings entert-
-ainment. The foroot of which we are still not sure, ·but one iBporta...nt 
part will be ano:ther spectacular cabaret, similar to the ones we haYe had 
in the past. nut this one I hope will be a little more professional in 
appearance as a lot more of the public will be. vratchinG. 

\7e hope the duration of the perf!l7lnance will be a TOTAL of 45 minutes, so 
what· I would like is a few ideas, perhaps to the type of show yo'.l r n ,:,_," 
like to see, keeping in rnnd of course that the facilities will no·i; b(, 

up th the standard of I Jesus Christ Superstar'. I woulcl like to see a m .. n.-
-ber of superstars from aLlO~st our ranks whC? are wili'ine; to perforr:i. an-:. 
pu·t in some 'hard work into rehearsals, and I can asswe you from th9 l?.st 
cabaret rehearsals can be fun. So if you are interested please drop r.1e 
a line, and we will get the show on the road. Those from interstate that 
wovid li!ce to participate, please don't be put off , if you have an act 
or sor.1e though·ts on it I I m su:re we will be able to scrt something out. 

Thc;re are ma.YJ.y things we can .all do for S eohorse in 197.6 ,. writing for ·foe 
lll.3~azine, participating in ou:r shows, or just joininG in at the meetingB. 
So letB not sit around in the background this oroing year .•.• 1976 con 
be eve:'1 no--r·e·±mpressive ·tha.ri 1975 .. ·.-• .-.-.--.-.·.·• .-.•• 
C or,1flir.1emts of the season to you all 1: lE >c ;oc H-lH<· 

. ¾->'.--¾-½-¥-¼f-lH(-l'-41: l:-lE-X X )( )( )( )( lE )( )( )( )( )( )H(~ )( XX)()( l( )( )( )( )( )( )( )( )( )( l( )( lC )( l( )( )( X )( )( )( )( )( )( X )( )( )0: )( ?: :o lC lHH!-

1'E'.7S FROH LYIIDA-LA® SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 

Lynda-n. 

~fore we o.re· again :from South Australia with our communication from"Lynda 
LD.r.d 11 

This ti~e around I will concentrate on our groups recent visit to Lielbourne 
G.nd the reasons for this. As you will no doub:t realise by now we are busy 
with our movie, • and most of the things we are involved wi tl, are related 
sori.ew:b.at to tliis_, by way <.,f plans or reh·ears·.::.l. This film traces the J :· f .; 
of a trensvesti te f'rom an early age, until middle life, where hope::~ l __ J 

our trans-ve·sti te bas come ~o terms with his pas_t., present and hopefull:r 
his futu.i:-2.. '.fith this in mind populat tv activities are included in the 
script. The hi~l1.light of the filB will be a masquerade party with cuests 

. from sll states. The venue for the event is to be Kew Kastle in lielbou.rne 
vtaich has been lcindly offered l:>y our dear :friend Karen. 'JE feel that 
Llelb.ov..r:ne befng mre centrq.l offers a chance for more involvement fron 
t:ie other states. :i:he Uasquerade sequence although cominG at the end. of 
the fil;,1 is being filmed early because it is likely to present more dif-
-fici.,~l tieo than r,10s t, and for this Teason our visit to l.Ielbourne vms to 
finalise plans.The tentative date fixed· is Saturday 1.7th January 19'76, 
cot1r;;e:::c::.11G around 4-pm( to capture the daylight for filrning). Ci1icl;:en supper 
w:!.th s7.l:i.ds t:;a:_ore ,' plus red and White wines Will be served, and. p!':i.s~s 
w:i.lJ. b'J vurious. It sl10Uld be .:i. success, and we hope you Will cor,1e---
-·-YOU 1.;1j_el1t ju.st be crowned Queen of the 1:iasquerade(or King). The cru..'1.ch 
'of ·c·oi;.rcP.·-..:t1:.~:ce has to be one-the cost05.00 single- $8;00 double. 
Cl1iL\rer, fr,~3 :m.der twelve. Do bring them, most children love to dress 
up .. ::0r: :;o the point, when Dael dresses in future it won 1 t seem so strange 
if he j_s accidentially seen. 

.. 
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Our visit this.time allowed us time for shopping· and filming, with many 
spectators wat~l:"-ing with interest as Lynda caually strolle9- through the 
market lool~ing for these elusive burguins, whilst the cameras whirled. 

The Saturday ni.g_1t gathering' ~t Kew)Castle we all agreed wa.s the most 
enjoyab:...c yet. \le met some ne, people, a.11.d renewed some oold freindships 
Travell::..i1t; from Lynda- Land with me this· tome was my wife Sybil, and two 
goof. ·:f_•iends wlc.o had not previously 2ade the trip, Sadie and Alex (Irene) 
Peter(Pa:t; \ fJ.Gw· down late_r: -:.; e were greeted with warm friendship by all 
and Trene ,·.a &r1 :i.mineoiate: ·s ccess w::; th her uncontrollable Scots humour. 
7e found it trem'9ndou.sly· fuJ.1:f1hng ~o b8 able to taDc in the atposphee 
-re that Karen somehow wmages to c:r.eate for us. Ue love her for it, and 
in .our OWLl way hope we give someth~_ng :i.11 r~turn. This trip by the way, 
was the-longest per:iod for many years for Lynda to be on show. Five days 

in all, I mention this fo:c those o:-: vho are i.:.1.terested. 

:'.·_· -I :know that many of you fi11J the fasJ:..io~ 2i.de very interesting, so I will 
• _just mention a c.o·upl~ of outfits. : t::,:;,v,~Jh•:1 down to lielbourne in a be-
:ige skirt and -e;:reen skivviJ .·Black she es, ::.c.,;, o.. d jacket com¾leted the out-

-fit. Very ;practical for driving, for tr..e f:.lming on the Friday whilst 
shopping I v1ore a green pinaf 9re. G:ress and blouse also with blaq~:: access-
-ories. Incidentially.during my wal!!: tbrough the market I came across a 
beaut~ ful pair of white leather boo·: , w: _.:_cl-: I just had to try on. They 
:fi ttei like a e;love, a.11.d as I ~\vas 2.::lr l.; ::.:;g r'.v-self sooeone came alone; and 

pinched n • ~-ottom. The caDer..,, was r.,.,·t :c.__ __ L"le; at ·the· time, mo.res the pity 
so I. on"'.y have the boots to remind. ree 0f -·-he happening. I also purchased 
a pair of a ":li.IJ. shoes at Ilye:-s. Very nr..:.ch t.t.e in thing this year. 

On Sa-i;Ut'Qay 1,-i.g:1t I wore a long e:-c~:r.. pi. ~fcre dress with a yellow top, 
and·;te:.ge sho~c- and bag. p __ t~:c~.o. ,•ore 2. lon 6 black skirt, delicate pink 
blous ~, • a~1C. o.vc:·: j ack:et and black shoes. I :--ene had a figured blue silk 
sUi t, rcT"J r.rt inde~d. S;;tbil Y:O'!':~ <1 bl'.l_. R'i.lr.llllliam caftan, and looked 
as b<:'-nt~_:.:ul res eyer. He""' r.: 1c ;3:1. ::r :r ·.-,,:,re pink. Finally Sadie who lo-
-~ked ·:E i.G>"ful in a w]1j_-:e 0 •1·•e .. .:.r,: tlou--;~ and dark red velvet hostest 
;:L .i.~~,_ •:· • .2 ... r: .. .J o..,i.tlit • ·, :: ..... ~:.:·~ .. :.-=.:.1t::,c:.~ , .... ,.. ;_ t .: ,.. '):"'e of my favourites 

l wore it ,,.ll~ .. ::..-;t in 1':!elbourni:: a:·:'J. :':r ·t:r.~·mlli11g back home. It is a blue 
jers J ~::. ,_:_:. ·.:·::·,n i...11 .the r:.ew le'"..:.;c: , t;,·,;l~::· I vore a white high lmecked 

• 110bJ.3. ulc:· .. , •. ·-.:-..! shoes ani . c.3 t<".':> ::: 1--:) ··::-~to, and I hope it comes up 
well on ::._ . '· 

I , 1)uld like ~-c •. :-lc01.Jl.e ·:;o C'.:r {;J.'OUp ,:.,\ 0 r. 3W r,1embers. Kristine, who rec-
·-ently made her debut .uot;cti.1er v1ith Eel~ri. Doth v1ere very· nicely presented 

· 0ut were very nervous. A ·.v :;."r.11 wclc0r.:c) to you both. They have both· written 
a::-·~i'(?les fo:r Fe:nn.i.que, so ~-. J horie "v:Py \vill b._, included soon and you en-

-joy reading the::. T us ts~t -hopi'u.:ly c :~ri:::s some flatterin.::; pictlilres 
.. • from South Au<>t:raliu. 

SEASO .. T,S Gf.E~:C:I7C J:O YOU A~ .••••. • ............ . 
-x+~x+x-:~~ ' '4,-lHH( iHHE-JH-'-lc-'"?HHH(~HHi,-i.-'..it-:H'dHHHH' ":• ~ffi- )H(·lHH( * * * )( * X j( ): X )( )( * )( X )( )( X )( )( )( )( )( )( 

A .repo1•·:; :i'rc:~ riestern Austn1li- j_, 0::1 -~he: last page ___ _ 
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£URN YOUR JOCK STRAFS 
by Paul 

Affor woman's lib, men's lib; and of course the two are 
connecied. Men's groups ( very much not the same as gay lib) are now 
emerg!.ng in Britain. 

Would you give your son a doll to play with? Or let him 
wear a dress? Or teach him how to knit and sew? If not you may, 
unconsciously, be reinforcing the stereotyped sex role that will, in 
later life, turn him into a male sexi.st pig. 

Until a few years ago, women made all the running in•demands 
for a change in the role of the two sexes. Now it's increasingly 
realised that women cannot have two roles - at work and in the family 
unless men also have two roles. They can't shoulder more of the res~ 
ponsibility of work, unless men take a more active part in home making 
and child rearing. Equality for women thus requires a fundamental 
change in the way men see themselves, and women's lib is incomplete 
without me~•s lib. 

The first signs of an emerging men's movement to work out 
these conundrums showed up in America around 1970. Ironically enougb, 
it sprang from a feminist group, the National Organisation of Women, 
now set up a working party to study the "male mystique." The head of 
this ·.vorl-:ing party was Warren Farrell, subsequently a lecturer in 
sexual politics;: Many of the estimated 300 men's groups in America 
arose after meetings addressed by Farrell. Both in America and in 
B~itain, the main impetus to the formation of further men's groups has 
been the existence of women's groups - the husbarrls and boy friends of 
mihtant ,,1orr.cnts libbers are often the moving spirits. The need for 
mefl I s gr01;p; may be for a kind of psychotherapy to readjust to the 
threats to the male identity posed by an autonomous woman about the 
house.. t{Ri.ionally, the men usually agree with their wives'- demands 
for ec:u,::.~i.t'! and freedom, and join the group in order to'work Ol}t ways 
o:i: ch::-n;i5 n.g the:nse lves to comply with what womens lib demands. As 
~;2:r:·0;, .•i:..:-r·,di points ou+. in his classic book BEYOtfil MASCULINITY 
(Random House 197LL), if men are not also resocialised women will only 
achieve ncloset liberation.'' 

Although the response to women's lib was the starting point 
the groups soon began to go further than that, to try to discover 
what were the aspects of the male character that had so far prevented 
equality - and, generalising, look at all the aspects of male behaviour 
that might be dictated by a stereotyped male sex role learned while 
growing up ... Before we look at what the men's groups actually do, it 
migLt be helpful to go through the elements of that male mouid, to see 
what i·c .:.s -'.:.11~ groups are trying to overcome. 

The men's groups started off' by looking for what 1.t was in 
thems0.~1es that oppressed women; b~t they soon found other· traits that 
hor:-if~od ·;..i10m. For although women had a raw deal in society,the fact 
1•!as that. ffi(.n as we 11 as women were confinad by a limiting and damaging 
s;3x role., As Joseph Plee.k (another seminal writer on men1 s lib) says: • 
'·M~ny o: ou:i..-most important needs cannot be met by our acting in the 
wa'js w2 hz.ve b~en expected to act cJ.s men," Because the stereotyped sex 



.. 

roles hived o'ff, for example, all the emotionality onto the woman, and 
- :an the logic onto the man, the.y prevented bot:h sides from _being folly 

huma'n. 

The process of growing into the male sex role starts young: 
the little boys are giv:en guns and cowboy outfits and literature which 
encourages sensless hero1sm-and bravado. They soon get outlandish 
ideas of what it takes to .. be a man, and can never quite achieve it, sc 
they feel anxious and in·secure. They ar'e all "strivers 11 of one kind 
or another, se~s Farrell: physical strivers, who try to excel in sport 
or gang warfare and in rebellion against school; student strivers, who 
allow themselves to be manipulated by the rules of the academic system 
in order to win approval and advancement. Later they may become sex 
strivers, who use women not for their own sake, but to prove themselves 
in the eyes of their fellow men. 

The adult male r·ole is swnmed up by Pleck: "Keep cool and 
get ahead," or "Suppress emotion and seek achievement. 11 The taboo on 
the· public expression of emotion by men is strong, at least in Anglo-
Saxon countries: in most organisations they may even fal~ in jeopardy 
of losing their jobs if they ever break down and cry. T)1ey_ are not 
encouraged to admit dependency on anything. They are expec~ed to be 

, good speakers rather than good listeners, self~confident rather than I . humble, hard, tough and aggressive rather than soft and persuasive. 
The penalties for showing weakness are high - Farrell quotes, for 

• example, Ed Muskie who· fe 11 out of the presidentia 1 race because he 
wept in pubiic, and Thomas Eagleton, who could not be made vice-
president because he had had psychiatric treatmenti~;l 

A man is under a strong pressure to be successful and 
competitive, and to make others appear unsuccessful. His work is 
intimately connected, through his role as breadwinner for the family, 
to his sexual potency. If he is middle class, he is generally exp~cted 
to put his work before his family. Ostensiply, this is to protect his 
family and to increase their p'rosperi ty. In fact it damages his 
children, his wife and himself. Men are supposed to know it all, and 
at home and i-n public must maintain a facar\"' of omniscience and 
axpertise. Even in sex they have to take all the initiatives • 

This whole syndrome, the men's literature holds, imposes an 
immemse and partly unconscious strain on men - for example, they have 
to take all the sense of wounded pride involved in sexual ren,ection. 
The male role does, in fact, seem harder to keep up than the f male 
one. It· i's very strange, for example, that little boys come in for 
torrents of ridicule if they: allow themselves to lapse for one minute 
and behave in a "cissy 11 way, wherei:ls· little girls can get away with 
being 11tomboys11 without any san·ctions. It is also singular that women 
are allowed to wear· male- -c lathing, but men may not under any circumstances 
wear women's c lathes wi-thout being called 11poofs" or 11transvesti tes II o 

One American writer, Sidney Jourard, claims that the tremendous stress 
imposed by keeping up the male facade is responsible for men's lower 
lifo expectancy. Men have a thicker Reichian "muscular armature" than 
women~ they are more "uptight", and they are not even allowed to admit 
their difficulties to get them off their chest. And because of the 
strong 1 ink be tween work and the man' s s~ nse of value and potency, when 
work ceasts at retirement the man's life often disintegrates. 
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... -I--don:" t: • i:"'nt.e11d to go into an extended c'ri tique of these 

ideu_~.; but on(/ or two ·limitations must be pointed out. The first is 
that, like the women's lib themries, the literature of the men's 
movement denies that there is any instinctual foundation to the 
difference in the two sex roles. Secondly, it is written by middle 
'class. Amer.ican males and expresses their hang-ups (and, to a large 
.exte·nt, • those of middle class Englishmen) - one need only mention 
that Mediterranean ~en and Afrit~n men have no inhibitions about 

. expressing' their emotions in public· and even crying. And even working 
class Anglo-Saxons - unless they desperately need the money - don't 

.put their work before their family, though they may put the pub or 
'sport in front. In other words, the theories, as they stand ut present 
leave oLrt of reckoning national and class cultural differences ~n the 
male stereotype. 

These then are the underlying ideas of the men's movement. 
In practice, they are worked out in men's groups with six to nine 
participants.· These are only partly therapy groups, though they may 
engage in sensory awareness exercises, group critic ism, and t.uktng 
through the problems of individual members. Their principul function 
is "consciousness raising", that is, questioning every aspect of the 
mrunbers' lives that might be dictated by sterotyped sex role. They 
talk about relations with women, sex, work, education, masturbation, 
.the· problems of men relating to men wjthout competition. 

As well as meeting for group sessions, the men's groups in 
the US also join in demonstrations and protests about different aspects 
of sex role sterotyping. There have been demos outside toy departments 
for example, demanding dolls for boys (they, too, have to be parents 
one duy )o 

In Britain the movement has been much weaker and more 
disorganised than in America. The first groups seem to have emerged 
in London about foor years ago, recruiting members from the husbDnds 
and boyfriends of women's libbers and thn,ough adverts in fringe 
publicatioP-so To date there have been five national conferences, which 
have !ed :..u ft.:::-ther grotJ~s forming. There are now 20-30 gro,ups 

Many of the groups are extremely shy about talking to the 
press, but the two or three I managed to contact revealed a pattern of 
activity similar to the American groups. One group in the Moseley area 
of ·Bi::mingharn, for exgmple, star"ted up in response to extremist action 
by a strong women's group. Women were tnsisting on their independence, 
going out at night on their own without saying where they were going; 
and beif'IIg unfaithful to their partners, according to one of the group's 
members. The men (amazingly) were theoretically agreed that their 
women should have autonomy, but (not surprisingly) had "problems" in 
relating to their partner's other man. They felt hostile and jealous 
towards him, and·this, for the group, seemed related to their feelings 
?f competition and aggression towards other men in general. The group 

'then became a forum, not only for working out men's relations with 
women, but "Ii th other men as we 11. 

This group.now helps to run a women's lib playgroup, in which 
sex stereotypes are, if not repressed, at least not encouraged. The 
group d<;>es not provide sexist toys· like guns or dolls; it encourages 
the boys to d~ess up and the girls to play as cowboys. It also does play 

t' 
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in which the traditional sex roles are reversed, or in which women win • 

. Another Birmtngham group, made up mostly of academics, 
·: gradually bro~e- up on the potential contradi•ctions of active men's 

·.groups: one ~an: left as a result of the decision to hold joint 
meetings with the women's group. Others left because of the political 
ineffectuality of the group and its lace of integration into the broad 
spectrum of left politics. 

Mens groups are very fluid: the membership may change with 
time, and the groups may come and go. In Britain the movement is still 
fragmented and very confused about the direction it should take. There 
are as many political lines as there are factions left of centre, and 
there is disagreement over whether the groups should eng~g~_in political 
action or not. There is dis.:grc(. ·;cnt ever -\"lhether there should be 
contact with women's groups or not. Generally the rel;:iti_on to the 
women's and gay movements has been highly problematical for the men's 
groups: are they strictly there to change men so they don't oppress 
women any more (Men against Sexism) or are they aiming at liberating 
men (men's lib)? An "agenda" of questions put together after the 
London conference of Men against Sexism last November shows the extent 
of uncertainty and guilt feelings: "Is MAS a liberal outflanking 
effort to reassert the masaulinity of men who do not fulfil the sex 
role stereotype?••• Is MAS mer~ly a movement of unsuccessful sexists? 
Do we have to become gay in order to grow? (Relating to gays is a big 
problem for "straight" men in men's groups - the infiltration of gays 
has almost made the straights feel guilty that they are not gay) ••• 
Where do we direct our struggle - at ourselves? ••. Can we do public 
activity - .perhaps pub lie unmanly things?"British groups have no common 
programme yet, no organisation, no agreement or ends or means. 

All in all, the men's movement is more important as a symptom 
of an overall trend that as a phenomenon in its own right, just as the 
militancy of the tub-thumping women's libber is only an exaggerated 
expression of a social change proceeding quietly in all western societies. 
The change in women's roles is already having.its impact at work and in 
the home, and men are having to readjust to this change. Robert and 
Rhonda Rapoport, of the Institute for the Study of Fa.'Tlily and Environf:!ent 
in London, and authors of Dual-Career Families, have pointed out that 
there may be limits. to how sex· roles can change without damaging peopl-;:' s 
self esteem - they have called these "identity tension lines". For a 
man, it may be tntolerable that his wife should earn more than he, or 
that he should have a woman superior. A woman may not be able to allow 
her husband to do allotted housework without interfering or questioning 
his standards. Sex role change which goes beyond the identity tension 
line will, say the Rapoports, require social and psychological work on 
the "victims". • • 

Apart from the inner changes, new foms of work are emerging 
which make "mens lib'' a real posibili ty. In this country, young couples 
who have adopted the ideas about sex equality choose career patterns 
which allow them to put it into practice. In the Scandinavian countries, 
and in isolated experiments elsewhere, the structural framework is being 
created which &llows men ·fc, ·take their share of childrearing responsib-
ilities, ;:is well.as allowing women equality of opportunity at work. 

These are P?~rts which could and should become part of the 
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SON£ MORE MO'vlENTS IN THE LIFE OF A REAL LIVE T .V. ACTRESS - GABRIE LIE 

In September, 1974, a programme organiser approached me 
to perform two of my cabaret tunes in late November for Their 
Excellancies, the Governor-General and Lady Blundell, at a reception. 
I was naturally thrilled at the honour and the organiser said she had 
heard about me but it was necessary for her to see a selection and 
pick out the items to be presented. 

After some thought I hired a small hall one evening and 
gave her and some of her committee (husbands/wives) a one "man" show. 
It amused me when I arrived at the hall and they were waiting for me, 
to see how they did not recognise me in my makeeup - its always 
amusing, and of course to me, it means the make•UP is good. 

·-'-··'-·· __ .· .. ,.,-...,,." .. ,.• Came the .gr-eat night, -and off I went ·t·e· the ·Reception 
rooms, known as the "Winter Garden". The doorman greeted me as an 
old friend •.. The Manager- lent me; hh of.f.ice ... to change. ,l11:lere 0Jwe:i_.e 
abo~t. 300 ··gu~s-ts. ~n;f a buzz .o{·e~citement .in the -air-.: They were'-' 

•:..}•• ..j. ',._,. .1 J.Jo . .,) a• ... • • • f' • 

having five i terns of wh ici), w:as cootr.ib1:1ting twti.; , ' , • , · ·' 

For my first number I wore my black velvet, long evening 
9.Q\!'i.n, .. __ p,.a:r;-e:-.:h.ac-k -and-· halter ·~eck·,.with"a ide-ep·'t"le·a:vage·~ •• 'V•io±e • iong _.. 
white gloves and a single string of pearls with seamed 'darkish' 
tights and rather nice mod black patent sandals. After that item, 
which was a sophisticated one and well received, I changed in the office 
into my scarlet lurex leotard with white fur trim and white net 
bustle - imagine my dismay when I accidentally pulled the zip out of the 
back. I hurriedly pinned it together with safety pins from my 
"run~1ing_ repair" kit, but as the costume was so tight, particularly 
around the bust so as to accentuate the uplift and cleavage, the top pin 
kept popping open. I was distraught but realised I would have to 
reduce my wriggling round to keep 'done up'. 

Sitting behind the small dais in the band r~om wondering 
if it would stay done up, I suddenly saw a champagne cork on the floor 
with the wire still round it. I pounced on it unravelled the wire, 
pushed it through the top of the zip and twisted it together. Hey, 
Presto! I performed my act - a French night club one, wearing beige 
high spike heels and nude tights and dashed off, perspiring profusely 
from the strain and the 'near miss'. That is a pun too, for of 
course, I was a near miss also. The Governor was most generous in 
his remarks afterwards. 

At a Convention early in December I was engaged to present 
two items inteEspersed with a male sextet. I performed in the centre 
of the floor with the tables all around and a long 30 foot trailing 
lead on my microphone, and the sextet stayed and watched me. After-
wards their leader said they would have liked to give me their support 
in the French number I did and could we join forces. I was thrilled 
and we are in the throes of rehearsing some numbers together for the 
apP.roaching "season". On that occassion for the French number, I wore 
a pink/white candy stripe, halter neck bra and outrageously short black 
mini sNirt with seamed 'midnight' tights and my mod black patent open 
strap sandals. I felt pretty good, out there in front of them all, 
with so little on. Several wives had to full their husbands back on 
their seats!! 



-

• • -,.... •. :... .. -- . .: .. -

Talking of having little on, I hadn I t done a strip for a 
few years so decided to include one for last year. In my last article 
for "Feminique" I described how I had perfo1:med for a Christchu~c~ 
Entertainment Club at Dunedin at a Convention; attended by the M~yor 
and Corporation, and the public, and I mentioned that the Club had 
asked me to perform for them again at their next bi-annual conference, 
this· ti'me in the North Island. 

I decided to do a strip and selected a suitable nurribe·r .• 
A strip requires the acme of perfection in an impersonator's make -up 
and I put a _lot __ of preparation int·o this. I started off the act in 
my sophisticateq_ black velvet evening gow~ with long white gloves and 
finished up as shown in the enclosed phet~· in white brief and bra. . . . . . ' .. . ... . ., ' 

• ~f :. ,' • H~' ;:,. .. ,: •· • .• • •• 

, .... - , - ·, ... , . ,·rt brough·f qown the house ~nd I was thrilled that.it went 
-.C?-"{e:r-,,so·:well~ ·l-t was necessary to flatten out completely between the 

,.legs, usi.ng strong adheasive plaster as the coverwas so little I wore 
nude _$.heer ·tights and these had to be finished off, in the b~kini stretch 
brief:.·, I .had a rhinestone I belly button' safety pinned on and the bra 
was tight to produce the cleavage required to look natural. 

Someone in the audience- dashed round backstage when I had 
fini'shed calling out "Imust get a photo" and elbowing aside stage 
hands and even the stage manager, and made me pose for a special one. 
This made it so exciting. 

When I returned to my hotel the rec_eption and management 
staff still on duty were waiting to see me and gre.et me with 'oohs' 
and 'aahs' - I was in a shirt and slacks to return to the hotel and 
escorted by my very ciose wom~n fr~end, i·foelen~, whom Trina and 
Margaret have met. 

. Its an exhilerating thri.11, being in "show bix" and being 
successfui but its a· slippery ladder and one must be on ones toes and 
be I spot on I to .:eta in that hold. 

*~~*-l<~~-l!-:~~*·X~ 

Gabrielle,we hope will be with us for the seminar during Day a~d 
we will be prevailing-upon her talents for a, or I should say 
the,guest star of the cabaret that will be accompanying the 
Ct?y1 ;: ovents ... ,:•.n•, .. ...... ..... ..:·.,._::r 

A detailed plan of the semil1ar wilL be available shortly after 
Christmas; leaving enough times to r.:iake plans for the attendance 
at the . major event for transvestites ..... • 

., 






